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CHAP, known in the annals of the world, a storm gathered 
3WV, within Greece, threatening to overwhelm Lace- 
daemon itself. The accession of Athens to the 
Boeotian alliance was but the beginning of a con- 
federacy, more formidable than had yet been 
formed, of Grecian powers against a Grecian 
power. Athens led Argos into it, and Argos 
Corinth, now, under sway of the democratical 
party, closely connected with Argos. The influ- 
ence of Athens and Corinth togetW then ingaged 
Acamania, Ambracia, Leucadia, part of Thessaly, 
all Euboea, and the populous towns of Chalcidice 
in Thrace. Body, and form, and means of energy, 
were given to the confederacy by the establishment 
of a congress, of deputies from every state, at 
Corinth'. Instead of allowing, according to the 
'old system, the dangerous supremacy of any one 
republic, it seems to have been proposed that such 
a congress of deputies, from all, should regulate 
the common concerns of the Greek nation. The 
idea was good, but the detail of the plan was 
deficient. A combination of numerous republics, 
not inforced by some one power pervading the 
whole, but dependent upon the varying interests 
of parties in the momeiit prevailing in each, wus 
far too frail to be lasting;- and, not committing 
even executive government to one person, or one 

simply 

' Diodorus here has a merit, which I have pleasure in 
noticing. He has been fortunate in the selection of his 
author, whoever he was, from whom he has given a clear 
tho succinct account of the forming of this confederacy, 
which Xenophon’s Hellenics, evidently in many respects an 
unfinished work, would not readily furnish; and yet the 
account of Diodorus not only is in perfect consonance with 
Xenophon's, but, in almost every particular, somewhere 
confirmed by it. 
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simply constituted council, its energy would be sect • 
very uncertain. It was nevertheless, in the . . 

moment, highly formidable to Lacedsemon. The Xenoph. 
alarm was heightened by the rumors circulated, of c. 2 . ». 1. 
Persian money distributed among men of most 
influence in the hostile states, and the expectation, 
that, while Persia was pressed by the Lace- 
dsemonian arms, that kind of assistance, which 
Persia could best give and the Greeks most 
needed, would not be wanting to the new confe- 
deracy. Not only the supremacy of Lacedsemon, 
so in appearance established over Greece by the 
event of the Peloponnesian war, was pressingly 
threatened, but, by the connection of two of the 
most powerful states of Peloponnesus itself with 
the hostile, confederacy, even the security of, 

Laconia was indangered. Nor had the superior 
abilities, which such a crisis required, been any- 
where conspicuous in Sparta, since the loss of 
Lysander. Those, who now directed public 
affairs, tottered in their lofty situation: at the 
head of the politics of Greece, where they should 
have held the balance of surrounding nations, 
they were unable to hold that of their own com- 
monwealth. Feeling urgently the need of both 
support and guidance, they dispatched a requi- 
sition for Agesilaus to return, with the utmost 
speed, to relieve his threatened country. 


Agesilaus was injoying, in Asia, honors and 
power, and hope of glory, such as had never 
fallen to the lot of any Greek. Added to the 
great authority of a Lacedsemonian king in forein 
3 2 command, 
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^CHAP. command, his popularity, among the Asiatic 
. , Grecian cities, was beyond anything before 

c T j having found them, says Xenophon, 

all miserably distracted by parties, he composed 
the differences of all, and established everywhere 
peace, and at least the present effect of concord, 
without executions or expulsions. He was then 
at the head of an army, such as no Greek had 
ever commanded out of Greece ; and he had 
before him a field, the most inviting that human 
ambition could easily imagine. Nothing therefore 
could be more mortifying than the summons to 
<iuit this splendid situation, with all the alluring 
views attending, to return to the condition of a 
Lacedapmonian king at home, under the immediate 
ibid.cN* .control of the ephors. It is implied, even by his 
«. 8. i’s. panegyrist, that all his united patriotism and mag- 
nanimity were wanting, for the resolution to obey. 
Immediately, however, assembling the allies, he 
explained his country's and his own necessities, 
adding assurances that he should never forget his 
obligations to the Asian Greeks ; and that, should 
the event in Europe be prosperous, he would not 
fail to return, and use his best ability in the pro- 
secution of those measures, which might most 
conduce to their welfare. Affection for the chief 
whom they were going to lose, cooperating with 
the change from high hopes to the feai- of a great 
reverse, threw the assembly into tears. They 
proceeded however immediately to a unanimous 
vote, that succours for Lacedmmon, from all the 
Asian Greek cities, should attend Agesilaus into 

Europe ; 
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Europe 5 ftnd thut, should the hoped-for' success sect. 
follow, those troops should return under his . *. 

command to prosecute the war in Asia. 

Two cares principally ingaged Agesilaus, before xenopi.. 
his departure; to provide security for the Asian 
Greeks in his absence, and to have a numerous 
and well-appointed army to lead into Greece. 

For the former purpose, naming Euxenus to pre- 
side, with the title of harmost, he placed a body 
of four thousand men under his orders. With the 
latter view, he proposed prizes for the cities which 
should furnish the best troops, and for com- 
manders of mercenaries, horse, heavy-armed, 
bow-men, and targeteers, whose bands should be 
the best chosen, best appointed, and best disci- 
plined. The prizes were mostly arms, elegantly 
wrought ; but, for higher merit, or the merit of 
those of higher rank, there were some golden 
crowns ; and Xenophon mentions it, as a large 
sum for the occasion, that the expence amounted 
to four talents, less than a thousand pounds ster- 
ling. Three Lacedaemonians, with one officer 
from each Asiatic city, were named for judges ; 
but the decision, or the declaration of it, was 
judiciously referred to the arrival of the army in 
the Thracian Chersonese. 

Unable as the leadingmen in the Lacedaemonian 
administration were, either to conduct a war 
against the powerful confederacy formed against 
them, or, upon any tolerable terms, to prevent 
it, the recall of Agesilaus seems to have been a 
necessary measure. The army, assembled by $. lo. 
their enemies, was such as had not often been 
B 3 seen 
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,CHAP. seen in wars within Greece. Argus furnished 
seven thousand heavy-armed ; Athens had already 
recovered strength to send six thousand, and add 
six hundred horse; Bceotia, Corinth, Euboea, 
and Locris, made the whole of the army twenty- 
four thousand heavy-armed, with above fifteen 
hundred cavalry; to which was added a large body 
of the best light-armed of Greece, Acamanians, 
Ozolian Locrians, and Malians. The fighting 
men of all descriptions must have amounted to 
Xenoph. fifty thousand. The avowed purpose was to 
e!*.’]!?! invade Laconia. ‘The Lacedaemonian state,’ 
said the Corinthian Timolaus, in a debate on the 
s. 6. plan of operations, ‘ resembles a river, which, 
‘ near the source, is easily forded ; but the farther 
‘ it flows, other streams joining, the depth and 
‘ power of the current increases. Thus the 
‘ Lacedaemonians always march from home with 
‘ their own troops only ; but as they proceed, 
‘ being reinforced from other cities, their army 
‘ swells and grows formidable. I hold it there- 
, ‘ fore advisable to attack them, if possible, in 
‘ Lacedaemon itself; otherwise, the nearer to 
* Lacedaemon the better.’ 

Against so powerful a league, the allies, whom 
the Lacedaemonians could now command, were 
principally from the smaller Grecian cities, and 
none beyond Peloponnesus. Marching themselves 
•.s. six thousand foot and six hundred horse, and 
being joined by the Mantineians and Tegeans, 
whose numbers are not reported, they were farther 
reinforced by no more that seven thousand .five 
hundred heavy-armed, from Epidaurus; Heimione, 

Trmzen, 
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Trcezen, Sicyon, Achaia, and Eleia. Aristodemus, sect.. 
of the blood roj'al, commanded, as regent, for ^ . 

the king, Agesipolis, yet a boy. 

Circumstances commonly occur to render B.C. 394. 
confederate armies less efficacious, in proportion 
to their strength, than those under a single autho- 
rity. A dispute about the command-in-chief, Xcnopb. 
with some difference of opinion about their order c. 2! i. 7. 
of battle, some of the generals being for deeper, 
others for more extended phalanges, gave oppor- 
tunity for the Lacedaemonians to collect their 
forces, and march far beyond their own frontier, 
so as to meet the enemy near Corinth. In the 
account of the preparatory sacrifices, there drops 
from Xenophon a remarkable confession, that><ii- 
those ceremonies were sometimes engines of 
policy. While the Boeotians, he says, held the 
left of their army, they were in no haste to ingage ; 
but, as soon as they had prevailed to have their 
situation in the line changed, so that the Athe- 
nians would be opposed to the Lacedaemonians, 
and themselves to the Achaians, then they 
declared that the symptoms of the victims were 
favorable. They saved themselves perhaps some 
slaughter by this disingenuous artifice. In the 
battle which insued, the Achaians fled, and all 
the allies of Lacedsemon equally yielded to those 
opposed to them. But the Athenians were 
defeated wHfa.considerable slaughter; and the supe- 
rior discipline of the Lacedaemonians so prevailed 
against superior numbers, that, with the loss of 
only eight of their own body, they remained 
finally masters of the field; in which, if we may 

B 4 trust 
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Hel. 1. 4. 
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Ootlwell. 

Chron.Xen 


Xenoph. 
Hel. 1. 4. 
c. 3. s. 8. 
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trust Xenophon’s panegyric of Agesilaus, for what 
he has omitted to state in his general history, no 
less than ten thousand of the confederate army 
fell. Probably however, tho the Laceda3monians 
themselves suffered little, their allies suffered much ; 
for the victory seems to have been little farther de- 
cisive than to prevent the invasion of Peloponnesus. 

Meanwhile Agesilaus w'as hastening his march 
from Asia. . He crossed the Hellespont about the 
middle of July. At Amphipolis he met Der- 
cyllidas, who had been sent to inform him of the 
victory obtained near Corinth. Immediately he 
forwarded that able and popular officer into Asia, 
to communicate the grateful news among the 
Grecian cities there, and to prepare them for his 
early return, of which now there seemed fair 
promise. 

Through Thrace and Macedonia, the country 
was friendly, or feared to avow hostility. Thessaly 
inimically disposed, and powerful through popu- 
lation and wealth, resulting from the natural pro- 
ductiveness of the soil, was however too ill- 
governed to give any systematical opposition. The 
defiles of the mountains against Macedonia, where 
a small force might efficaciously oppose a large 
one, seem to have been left open. But the influence 
of the principal towns, Larissa, Cranone, Scotusa, 
and Pharsalus, in close alliance with the Boeotians, 
decided the rest, and. as the Lacedsemonian 
army crossed the plain, a body of horse, raised 
from the whole province, infested the march. It 
was singularly gratifying to Agesilaus, that, with 
his horse, promiscuously collected, and intirely 

formed 
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formed by himself, supporting it judiciously with sect. 
his infantry, he defeated and dispersed the > * 

Thessalian, the most celebrated cavalry of 
Greece. '• *■ 

On the day after this success, he reached the 
highlands of Phthia ; and thence the country was 
friendly, quite to the borders of Boeotia. Bui 
there news met him, unwelcome for the public, 
unwelcome on his private account, and such as 
instantly almost to blot out his once bright 
prospect, which, as the historian, his friend and 
the companion of his march, shows, he had thus 
far been fondly cherishing, of conquest in Asia, 
and glory over the world. While the misconduct 
of the Lacedaemonian administration had exciteil 
a confederacy within Greece, which ‘proposed to 
overwhelm Lacedaemon by superiority of landforcc,* 
and, with that view, to carry war directly into 
Laconia, a hostile navy had arisen in another 
quarter, powerful enough to have already deprived 
her, by one blow, of her new dominion of the sea. 

The train of circumstances which had produced 
this event, tho memorials fail for a complete 
investigation of it, will require some attention. 

We have seen Cyprus, at a very eairly age, ch.s... 
from a Phenician, become a Grecian iland, and 
Salamis the first Grecian city founded there. We 
have then observed the Cyprian Greeks yielding cii. e. t. %, 
to the Persian power, which the greatest kingdoms 
around them had been resisting in vain ; and yet, 
not long after, a petty prince of Salamis, incited 
by the revolt of Ae Greeks of Asia Minor, and cb. r. a. i. 
incouraged by the advantage of insular situation 

and 
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CHAP, and the inexperience of the Persians in maritime 
. , affairs, rebelling against the Persian dominion, 

and extending his authority over almost all Cyprus. 
With the reduction of the Asian Greeks, however, 
Cyprus fell again under Persian sovereinty ; and 
then probably the Phenician interest in the iland 
would receive countenance, in opposition to the 
Ch. i. 1.4. Greek. Nevertheless a Grecian prince of Salamis 
of this Hut. ggjjj jjjg tributary squadron to swell the immense 
armament of Xerxes, intended for the conquest 
of Europe; and his brother was among the 
prisoners made by the confederated Greeks, in 
their first action with the Persian fleet. 

The ruin of the marine, the inertness of the 
court, and the distraction in the councils of 
Persia, which followed, would afford opportunity 
and temptation for the Cypriots, beyond other 
subjects of the empire, again to revolt ; and the 
Persian, and the Greek, and the Phenician, and 
the tyrannic, and the oligarchal, and the demo- 
cratical interests in the iland, would be likely to 
fall into various contest. Such, as far as may be 
gathered, was the state of things which first invited 
Athenian ambition to direct its view to Cyprus ; 
Ch.i 2 .!i.*. when the Athenian navy, rising on the ruins of 
the Persian, ipis extending dominion for Athens 
on all sides, under the first administration of 
Pericles. This view, quickly diverted to other 
objects, was, however, after a. change in the 
Athenian administration, resumed; and Cimon, 
I. i. as we have seen, died in command in Cyprus. 
The policy of Athens would of course propose to 
hold dominion, there as elsewhere, through 

support 
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support given to the democratical interest. But sect. 

after the death of Cimon, wars in Greece so * ^ 

ingaged the Athenian government, as to prevent 
the extension of any considerable exertion to such 
a distance; and the Cyprian cities were mostly 
governed by their several princes or tyrants*, 
under the paramount sovereinty of Persia. 

The liberal policy however of the Persian 
government did not yet deny princely honors and 
power, in small dominions within its empire, even 
to Greeks. Tpward the beginning’ of the Pelo- 
ponnesian war, a Greek was reigning in Salamis. 

But the inhabitants of that city being a mixed 
people, opportunity was open for the ambition of 
Phenicians, who would be not unlikely to win 
favor with the satraps, or even with the pourt, 
against the Greeks. A Tyrian thus finding means* 
to expel the Grecian prince^ obtained the patron- 
age of the Persian government in the dominion 
which he seized. After some years however a 
conspiracy, among his own people, ended his 
reign and life together. His successor, also a 
Tyrian, proposed to secure himself by the seve- 
rities common in such revolutions. Numbers 
were banished, or fled to avoid greater evil ; and 
the Tyrian’s oppression was such that a large pro- 
portion, even of the Phenician citizens, became 
adverse to him. Among the fugitive Greeks was 
Evagoras, a youth who claimed descent from the 
antient princes of Salamis, of the race of Teucer. 

Informed 

* K«t« wixuf Irv^MisSflo •• Kvr^ioi. Strab. L 14* p>684. 

* The time is so far decided by the circumstance, men- 
tioned by Isocrates, that it was before the birth of Evagoras, 
afterward prince of Salamis. Isocr. £vag. p.882. t. 2 » 
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CHAP. Informed of the state of things, this young man 
- formed the bold resolution, with only about fifty 
fellow-sufferers in exile, devoted to his cause, to 
attempt the recovery of what he claimed as his 
isocr.Evag. paternal principality. From Soli in Cilicia, their 
fc S90. ’ place of refuge, they passed to the Cyprian shore, 

and proceeded to Salamis by night. Knowing the 
place well, they forced a small gate, probably as 
in peace, unguarded, marched directly to the 
palace, and, after a severe conflict, overcoming 
the tyrant’s guard, while the people mostly kept 
aloof, they remained masters of the city, and 
Evagoras assumed the sovereinty. 

This little revolution, in a distant iland, became, 
through a chain of events out of all human fore- 
sight, a principal source of great revolutions in 
Greece. How Evagoras obtained the favor or 
obviated the resentment of Persia; whether he 
was ever acknowleged by the court ; or by what 
satrap, careless of the administration of the head 
of the empire, he may have been patronized, we 
have no information. His character has been 
Isocr.Evag. transmitted, in elegant panegyric,- as among the 
most perfect known to history, but of his conduct 
little remains recorded. Evidently however his 
situation, in his new eminence, was precarious. 
Protection from the Persian court to its most 
faithful, or even its most favorite, distant 
vassals, was little to be depended upon. The 
welfare of a prince of Salamis must rest on his 
own energies, accommodated to circumstances 
more immediately about him ; in his own city, in 
the other cities of his iland, in the nearest 
1 satrapies 
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satrapies of the continent, and in the more 
powerful republics of the nation of which he 
boasted to be, and of which his city was a colony. 

In this state of things it was a great advantage, 
for Evagoras, that friendly communication was 
of standing beyond memory between his city and 
Athens ; whether maintained from the original 
founding of the colony, or produced by the neces- 
sities or advantages of commerce, and only 
assisted by the ideii of fellowship in blood between 
the people. The facility however for supplies of 
corn which Cyprus could furnish was a benefit, 
resulting from alliance with its principal city, to 
which the Athenian Many would readily attribute 
value; and, on the other hand, alliance with the 
most powerful maritime state of the age ’was 
highly important for Evagoras. Hence an extra- 
ordinary intimacy grew between the Athenian 
democracy and the tyrant of Salamis (for that was 
the title which Evagoras commonly bore among 
the Greeks) insomuch that the tyrant was asso- 
ciated among the Athenian -citizens ^ Never- 
theless while his able policy inabled him to 
hold the favor of the Athenian Many, he did 
not scruple to cherish those of their best 
citizens whom they expelled from their commu- 
nity. Exiles, from any part of Greece, but 
especially from Athens, bringing character and * ** 
means of livelihood, or talents which might make 

them 


* It is remarkable enough that Isocrates, living under a 
democracy, and the eulogist of democracy, mentions it, to 
the praise of Evagoras, that he acquired the tyranny, 
Tuparrsii atirot rnt irsXiu; xaTtm^w, and presently after, that 

he acquired it righteously, Svtsif. 
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^CHAP. them worth their livelihood, found certain favor 
t . at Salamis. So it appears from Isocrates ; and 
Asdoc. de we have corresponding testimony from Andocides, 
"5? * the companion in youth of Alcibiades, who 

experienced himself in banishment the friendly 
hospitality of Evagoras. 

Such nearly is the amount of what may be 
gathered concerning the state of the Salaminian 
principality, when, in the ruin of Athens, im- 
pending from the defeat of Aigospotami, Conon 
fled thither with eight triremes, saved from the 
general destruction of the fleet Conon had pre- 
vious acquaintance with Evagoras; and eight 
triremes at his orders, equipped and ably manned, 
would inable him, in seeking refuge, to offer 
important service. Nor were naval force and 
military science all that he carried with him: 
versed in political business, he was moreover 
practised in communication with Persian satraps; 
whence he was peculiarly qualified for a service 
perhaps beyond all others important to Evagoras. 
Congenial character then and mutual need pro> 
duced that friendship between Evagoras and 
Conon, which Isocrates has celebrated. The 
Athenian refugee became the most confidential 
minister of the Cyprian prince, or rather his asso- 
ciate in enterprize. Undertaking negotiation with 
Pharnabazus, he conciliated that satrap’s friend- 
ship for Evagoras ; which so availed him that he 
would procure without resentment from the court, 
or opposition from other satraps, to add several 
towns of his Hand to his dominion. Some he 
gained by negotiation and the credit of his just 

administration: 
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administration : but against some he used arms. 
Meanwhile he greatly improved the city of 
Salamis itself : forming a port and wharfs ; inviting 
commerce and population, and providing security 
by new fortifications. To his territory at the same 
time he gave increased value by incouragement to 
cultivation, and he added to the public strength 
by building ships of war, and establishing discipline 
among his people*. 

While Agesilaus was threatening the conquest 
of Asia, and Pharnabazus, having obtained, in a 
manner from his generosity and mercy, a respite 
from the pressure upon himself, was nevertheless 
apprehensive that his satrapy, separated from the 
body of the empire, might become dependent 
upon the Lacedaemonian commonwealth, Conon 
suggested that the progress of the Laced»monian 
arms, which seemed irresistible by land, would be 
most readily and efficaciously checked by a diver- 
sion by sea. A considerable fleet of Phenician 
ships was at the satrap’s orders : Evagoras had a 
fleet which might cooperate with it; the Athenian 
interest, still considerable in the iland and Asiatic 

Grecian 

• Ncpos and Diodorus report that Conon went to the 
Persian court, where he managed negotiation with great 
ability and success, according to one, for Pharnabazus, 
according to the other, for Evagoras. Whether those writers 
have taken some loose expressions of earlier authors concern- 
ing negotiation with Persia, as indicating that Conon went 
to the residence of the ^reat king, Babylon or Susa, the 
omission of both the cotemporary historian, and the cotem- 
porary orator, the panegyrist of Evagoras and Conon, to make 
any mention of so remarkable and important a fact, cannot 
but excite at least a doubt if Conon went any further to 
negotiate than the court of the satrap Pharnabazus. 


SECT. 

I. 


Iiocr.ETig' 

p.304.30(;. 





HISTORr OF GREECE. 


it) 

CH^^. Grecian cities, would favor the purpose; and 
, Conon himself had consideration a nong tnosc 
cities, and especially among their seamen. Even 
before Agesilaus left Asia, a project, founded on 
these suggestions, seems to have been in forward- 
ness. Soon after his departure, through the com- 
bined exertions of Pharnabazus, Evagoras and 
Conon, a fleet very superior to the Lacedaemonian 
was assembled; and the generous Pharnabazus 
Xenoph formed the resolution, extraordinary for a Persian 
net 1 . 4. satrap, to take the nominal command in person, 
having the good sense apparently to leave the eflfec- 
tive command to the superior abilities and expe- 
rience of Conon. Near Cnidus they fell in with 
die Lacedaemonian fleet, and the brave but inex- 
perienced Peisander, brother-in-law of Agesilaus, 
Xiu;<itsup. would not avoid a battle. Conon and Evagoras 
pt led the Grecian force against him : Pharnabazus 

took the particular command of the Phenician, 
forming a second line. The Grecian force alone, 
according to report, tho Xenophon does not speak 
of it as certain®, outnumbered the Lacedasmonian 
fleet. The allies in the left of the Lacedaemonian 
line, alarmed at the view of the enemy’s great 
superiority, presently fled. Peisander was then 
quickly overpowered. His galley being driven on 
the Cnidian shore, the crew mostly escaped; but, 

refusing 

‘ According to Diodorus, the whole force under Pharna- 
bazu.s, Evagoras, and Conon, little exceeded ninety triremes, 
and the Lacedaemonian fleet was of eighty-five. We com- 
monly find cotemporary, and especially militaiy writers, 
speaking with most diffidence of the strengtli of armies, and 
even of the strength of fleets, which is far more easily 
ascertained. 
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teiasing himself to quit his ship, he was killed 
aboL L Th victory of Conon was complete : 
according U ^)iodorus fifty ships were taken^. 

Such was the disastrous event, the news of 
which met Agesilaus on his arrival on the confines 
of Boeotia. O'hc first information struck him with 
extreme anguish and dejection. Presently how- 
ever the consideration occurring, liow disadvan- 
tageous in the existing circumstances, the com- 
munication of it might be, he had command 
enough of himself to check all appearance of his 
feelings. His army consisted mostly of volunUfeers, 
attached indeed to his character, but more to his 
good fortune; and bound, as by no necessity, so by 
no very firm principle, to partake in expected dis- 
tress. With such an army he was to meet, within a 
few days, the combined forces of one of the most 
powerful confederacies ever formed in Greece. To 
support, or, if possible, raise, the confidence and 
zeal of iiis troops, tho by a device whose efficacy 
would be of short duration, might be of great impor- 
tance. ^Je ♦herefor'" directed report to be autho- 
ritatively circulated, that Peisander had gained 
a complete victory, tho at the expence of his life ; 
and, to give sanction to the story, he caused the 
ceremony of the evangelian sacrifice to be per- 
formed, and distributed the offered oxen among 
the soldiers. 

Resuming 

' Diodorus, or perhaps rather his transcriber, calls the 
Lacedaemonian commander Periarchus. Xenophon Avas too 
much in the way of things to be misinformed of the com- 
mander's name on so remarkable an occasion, and the 
correctness of his transcriber is confirmed by our copies of 
Plutarch. Vit. Agesil. p. 1102. t.2. 11 . Stepli. 

VOL. VI. C 
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• CHAP.. Resuming then his march, in the vaJe of 
. Coroneia he met the confederate army, consisting 

of the flower of the Boeotian, Athenian, Argian 
Corinthian, Euboean, Locrian, and iEnian forces. 
Xenoph. Expecting this formidable assemblage, he had 
c. 3 . s. a been attentive to acquire such addition to his own 
strength as opportunity offered for. He had 
gained some from the Grecian towns on his march 
through Thrace. On the Boeotian border, he 
was joined by the strength of Phocis, and of the 
Boeotian Orchomenus, always inimical to Thebes, 
witlf a Lacedaemonian mora, sent from Pelopon- 
nesus purposely to reinforce him, and half a mora 
which had been in garrison iu Orchomenus. The 
Xcn. Ages, numbers of the two armies were thus nearly equal : 

C. s. 9 & • A • • ^ J ^ 

10. ^ but the Asiatic Grecian troops, which made a 
large part of that under Agesilaus, were reckoned 
very inferior to the European. It was in the 
spirit of the institutions of Lycurgus, that Agesilaus, 
otherwise simple, even as a Spartan, in his dress 
and manner, paid much attention to * the pomp 
and circumstance of war,’ as our great dramatic 
poet phrases it ; aware how much it attaches the 
general mind, gives the soldier to be satisfied with 
himself, and binds his fancy to the service he is 
ingaged in. Scarlet or crimson appears to have 
been a common uniform of the Greeks, and the 
army of Agesilaus appeared, in Xenophon’s phrase, 
all brass and scarlet. 

According to the usual manner of war among 
the Greeks, when the armies approached, a battle 
soon followed. Both quitted advantageous ground ; 
Agesilaus moving from the bank of the Cephissus, 

and 
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and die confederates from the roots of Helicon, sect,* 
to meet in a plain. Perfect silence was observed . m 
by both armies, till within nearly a furlong of each 
other, when theconfederatesgavethemilitary shout, c.3.s.9,io, 
and advanced running. At a somewhat smaller 
distance the opposite army ran to meet the charge. 

The Lacedaemonians, on its right, where Agesilaus 
took post, instantly overthrew the Argians on the 
left of the confederate army, who, scarcely waiting 
the assault, fled toward Helicon. The Cyreians 
supported in Greece the reputation they had 
acquired in Asia, and w'ere so emulated by the 
lonians, ,®olians, and Hellespontines, from whom 
less was expected, that, all coming to push of 
spear together, they compelled the center of the 
confederate army to retreat. The victory seemed 
so decided, that some of the Asiatics were for 
paying Agesilaus the usual compliment of n. 
crowning on the occasion ; when information was 
brought him, that the Thebans had routed the 
Orchomenians, who held the extreme of his left 
wing, and had penetrated to the baggage. Imme- 
diately changing his front, he proceeded toward 
them. The Thebans perceived they were cut off 
from their allies, who had already fled far from 
the Add. It was a common practice of the 
Thebans to charge in column, directing their 
assault, not against the whole, but a chosen 
point of the enemy’s line. Thus they had gained 
the batte of Delium against the Athenians, in cii.i6.s.3. 
the eighth year of the Peloponnesian war. To 
such a formation their able leaders had recourse 
now ; resolving upon the bold attempt to pierce 

c 2 the 
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V H Ai*. the line of the conquering Lacedsmonians ; not 
. any longer with the hope of victory, but with 
the view to join their defeated allies in retreat. 

Hy Ts Xenophon praises the bravery, evidently not with- 

C.4. 1 . 13. out meaning some reflection on the judgement of 
Agesilaus, who chose to ingage them, he says, 
front to front, when, if he had opened his line 
and given them passage, their flanks and rear 
would have been exposed to him '. A most fierce 
conflict insued. Shield pressed against shield, 
stroke was returned for stroke ; amid wounds and 
death no clamor was heard ; neither, says the 
historian who accompanied the Spartan king, 
was there complete silence, for the mutterings of 
rage were mixed with the din of weapons*. The 
perseverance, the discipline, and the skill in arms 
of the Thebans were such, and such the force of 
their solid column, that, after many had fallen, a 
part actually pierced the Lacedsemonian line, and 
reachedthe highlands of Helicon ; but the greater 
part,, compelled to retreat, were mostly put to the 
sword, 

.. 13. In this obstinate action Agesilaus was severely 
wounded. His attendants were bearing him from 
thd field, when a par^ of horse came to ask orders 
concering about eighty Thebans, who, with their 
arms, had reached a temple. Mindful amid his suf- 
fering, of respect due to the deity, he commanded 

that 

* So even in his Agesilaus : c. s. s. is. 

* It is implied in the account of Xenophon, that he was 

present, tho, perhaps for political reasons, he avoids u poaUng 
of himself. Plutarch expressly says that he was in the 
action— «ni^> ctvrlf, rf AywiXow Agesil. 

V. 8. p. no6. 
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that liberty should be granted them to pass unhurt, sect., 
whithersoever they pleased. In the philosopher- . 

historian’s manner of relating this anecdote is 
implied, that among the Greeks, in such circum- 
stances, revenge would have prompted an ordi- 
nary mind ; and, even in Agesilaus, the generous 
action is attributed, not to humanity but to super- 
stition ; not to an opinion of the deity’s regard for 
mercy and charity among men, but to the fear, 
unless it were rather the desire of inculcating the 
fear, of his resentment for any want of respectful 
attention to himself. When pursuit ended, the 
victorious army anxiously employed itself in Xen.AR«.«. 
dragging the enemy’s slain within its own lines : a ' *' 

remarkable testimony, from the same great writer, 
to the prevalence still, in a degree that may sur-, 
prize us, of that barbarism in war, which in 
Homer’s description is striking, tho in his age less 
a matter for wonder. 

Next morning early, the troops were ordered to 
parade with arms, all wearing chaplets. Agesilaus c. s', s'li 
himself being unable to attend, the polemarc 
Gylis commanded at the ceremony of raising the 
trophy; which was performed with all the music 
of the army playing, and every circumstance of 
pomp, that might most inspire, among the soldiery, 
alacrity and self-satisfaction. Why then no 
measures were taken to profit from the advantages, 
which victory apparently should have laid open, 
is not shown. The Thebans sending, in usual 
form, for permission to bury their dead, a truce 
was granted them, evidently for a longer time 
than, for that purpose alone, could be wanted. 

c 3 Meanwhile 
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CHAP. Meanwhile the Lacedaemonian army withdrew 
. , into Phocis, a country friendly or neutral, to 

perform a ceremony, to which Grecian super- 
stition indeed attached much importance, the 
dedication of the tenth of the spoil, collected by 
Agesilaus in his Asiatic command. It amounted 
to a hundred talents ; perhaps something more 
than twenty thousand poilRids. 

Xen.Hei. After this second triumphal rite, the army, 
i. is'ie. committed to the orders of Gylis, proceeded into 
the neighboring hostile province of Ozolian Locris, 
where the object however seems to have been 
little more than to collect plunder, which, accord- 
ing to the Grecian manner, might serve the 
soldiers instead of pay. Corn, goods, whatever 
the rapacious troops could hnd in the villages, 
were taken. The Locrians, unable to prevent the 
injury, did nevertheless what they best could to 
revenge it. Occupying the defiles which, in 
returning into Phocis, were necessarily to be 
repassed, they gave such annoyance, that Gylis 
was provoked to take the command of a select 
body in pursuit of them. Intangled among the 
mountains, he was himself killed, and the whole 
party would have been cut off, but for the pre- 
caution of the officers left with the command of 
the main body, who brought seasonable relief, 
c. 4. j. 1 . Agesilaus, still from his wounds unfit for fatigue, 
passed by sea to Lyconia, and the army was 
distributed in quarters. 

If any other writer gave any authority for the 
supposition, we might suspect that Xenophon’s 
account of the battle of Coroneia was written under 
6 the 
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the influence of partiality for his friend and patron, 
and that the victory M'as less complete than he 
has described it”. Y et we are not without infor- 
mation of circumstances which may have given 
occasion to the line of conduct which he pursued. 

The defeat of Cnidus produced a great and rapid 
revolution in Asiatic Greece. The small Hands 
of Cos and Nisyra obeyed the first summons of 
the victors. The news alone sufficed to diffuse Dio.ionn. 
instant ferment over the rich and populous Hand * 
of Chios. The democratical party took arms; 
the Lacedaemonian troops were expelled; and a 
message was sent to Conon, proposing a renewal 
of the old alliance with Athens. In Lesbos, the 
powerful city of Mitylene, and, on the continent, 
Erythrae, with the still more important city of 
Ephesus, followed the example. Pharnabazus 
and Conon did not neglect incouragement to a 
disposition so favorable. Coaisting northward, 
they sent, as they passed, to the Greek cities, Xenopii. 
both of the continent and the Hands, requiring that c. s.s'i.s. 
the l.racedaemonian governors should be sent away, 
but promising, at the same time, that no citadels 
should be fortified to awe them, nor any violence 
put upon their municipal government. The 
liberal characters of the Persian satrap and the 
Athenian admiral procuring credit to the promises, 
the requisition was obeyed with alacrity ; and the 

fabric 

Plutarch is warm in zeal for the fame of his fellowcoun- 
trymen the Boeotians, yet he admits the victory of Agc^ilaus; 
and indeed it seems pretty evident that he had no account to 
follow but Xenophon’s, or none more to his purpose ; unless 
for some circumstances litile important, for which he quotes 
no authority, and which are of very doubtful aspect. 

C4 
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CHAP, fabric of tbe l«aced®moniaii empire, seemingly SO 
.* . established by the event of the Peloponnesian war, 

and since so extended by the ability of the com> 
manding officers in Asia, was in large propor- 
tion almost instantly overthrown. Most of the 
principal officers, and many inferior men, in the 
numerous Asiatic troops under Agesilaus, would be 
deeply interested in this revolution. The princi- 
pal sources of pay for all would cease ; and hence 
the plain of Coroneia seems to have been the last 
field of fame for the Cyreians. We find no men- 
tion of them afterwards from Xenophon : apparent 
proof that their following fortunes were not brilliant, 
not such as he could have any satisfaction in 
reporting. Probably they dispersed, some to 
. their homes, some to seek new service, and never 
more assembled. 

Xcnoph, One superior man, Dercyllidas, preserved yet 
cla. fc ® Lacedffimonian empire in Asia, He 

was in Abydus, when Phamabazus and Conon 
passed along the coast; and tbe Abydenes, 
attached by his popular manners, and confident 
in his integrity and ability, were to be shaken 
neither by threats nor promises. Abydus became 
in consequence the refuge of the expelled governors 
and their partizans. Strength thus collected, and 
credit gained, inabled Dercyllidas to prevent a 
meditated revolt in the neighboring city of Sestus, 
on the European shore. But he could not preserve 
the other towns of the Chersonese, or give secu- 
rity to the colonists, who had settled in that 
fruitful country under the authority of the Lace- 
demonian government. All were compelled to 

abandon 
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abandon their lands ; and it was only within the sect. 
walls of Sestus and Abydus that he could give ^ j' 
present securi^ to their persons and effects, with 
some faint hope of a settlement somewhere, at Xenoph. 
some future time, under Lacedsemonian protec- c.Vi.l 
tion. The satrap and the Athenian admiral 
endevored, by threats, by waste of lands, and by 
interception of maritime commerce, to bring 
Abydus to submission ; but winter approaching, 
and the Abydenes continuing firm, th^ gave up 
the point, and directed their attention to increase 
their naval force for the operations of the following 
spring. 


SECTION II. 


Evil< of the Grecian Political Syttem. Sedition (f Corinth. 
Singular union of Corinth with Argot. Succetset of the 
Lacedimoimn General, Praxitas, near Corinth. 


The event of the Peloponnesian war, which placed 
the Lacedaemonian state decidedly at the head of 
the affairs of Greece, gave also, in the moment, 
a decided superiority to the aristocratical cause 
throughout the nation. But in the very establish- 
ment of that reign of aristocracy, the materials of 
a new revolution seem to have been prepared. 
Almost immediately the democratical interest 
gained the superiority in Thebes, where, for a 
long course of years, it had been held in subjec- 
tion. Silent, and unnoticed by historians, as 
that revolution in Thebes has been, it was never- 
theless the leading step to some of the most 
important occurrences in Grecian history. The 

establishment 
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establishment of democracy there, gave the first 
means for the restoration of democracy, which 
quickly followed in Athens. Corinth had long 
been closely connected with Thebes ; and the 
growing jealousy of the Lacedaemonian power, 
not only tightened the bonds of friendship, but 
led both states to a connection with Athens, to 
which they had lately been such virulent enemies. 
Argos, always democratical, and the most antient, 
most constant, and most determined of all the 
enemies of Lacedaemon, had for those very 
reasons commonly been the ally of Athens, and 
had always held communication with the demo- 
cratical parties in Thebes and Corinth : so that, 
when Thebes and Corinth became democratical, 
the ' political connection of Thebes, Corinth, 
Athens, and Argos, was, in a manner, already 
formed. Thus, within a very short time after 
the triumph of the aristocratical interest, which 
the event of the Peloponnesian war produced, 
democracy was again approaching to prepon- 
derancy among the Grecian republics. 

We have already had too many occasions to 
observe, that, while Greece afforded the most 
sublime instances of virtue in individuals, extensive 
patriotism, political virtue pervading a people, 
was not more common there than elsewhere ; but, 
on the contrary, political crimes, most atrocious 
crimes, abounded ; the unavoidable consequences 
of a political system, in which through want of a 
just gradation of ranks, and amalgamation of 
interests, one portion of the people was, by 
political necessity, the enemy, of another, and 

party-spirit 
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party-spirit was stimulated by those all-involving 
interests and dangers, which allowed none either 
to chuse privacy, or to be, in a public situation, 
assured of the next day’s fate. Notwithstanding 
that w'ell-poized constitution and equal law, or, in 
the expressive language of Greece, that eunomy 
of the Corinthian state, which Pindar has, appa- 
rently with justice, celebrated, Corinth was not 
secure against those elfects of sedition, under 
which, during ages of her own prosperity, she 
had seen so many other Grecian cities suffering 
the direst calamities. Indeed no small state, the 
territory of a single city, can have the security of 
a large one, like the modern European kingdoms, 
against sedition within, any more than against war 
from without. In extensive territory, distance 
gives leisure and opportunity for virtue and 
prudence, in one part, to obviate the measures of 
villany or madness in another. But, in a small 
state, a spark excited, if not extinguished in a 
moment, will, in the next moment, involve all in 
flame. Hence arose a supposed necessity, a most 
unfortunate necessity could it be real, for not only 
indulgence, but incouragement, to individuals to 
assume public justice into their own hands, and 
assassination became dignified with the title of 
tyrannicide : a resource in its nature so repugnant 
to all civil security, that, if it be allowed upon 
principle, any momentary good which it may 
possibly produce, cannot fail to be followed by far 
greater and more lasting evil. 

The Corinthian. constitution, tho , evidently one 
of the best of Greece, if the ease of its subjects, 

and 
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cli o. s. 2. 
ol lliib llivt. 



HISTORT OF 6KEEC£. 


S8 

, CRAP, and security of person and property, be the test of 
V . merit, neither excited the attention of foidners, like 
the Lacedaemonian, by its pointed singularities, 
nor was blazoned, like the Athenian, through the 
superior talents of its own historians and orators. 
Corinth figured as an important member of the 
Grecian political system, but its particular history 
little ingaged curiosity ; and thus we remain unin* 
formed of, what may have deserved to be known,- 
the circumstances of that revolution, by which the 
supreme power passed from the aristocracy, 
ivhich had held it so long, and generally exercised 
it so ably. It seems very soon to have followed 
the revolution of the same kind in Thebes ; the 
particulars of which are equally unknown to us. 
Possibly a general jealousy of Lacedaemon may 
have forced the leading men to consent to a con- 
nection of the republic with the democratical states 
of Argos, Thebes, and Athens ; and then that 
connection itself would tend to give the democratical 
party the superiority against them. 

Events adverse for die public are always favor- 
able for the party in opposition to the existing 
administration. The defeat at Coroneia would 
shake the dmocratical leaders in Corinth. A 
momentary relief would then come to them from 
the dismission of the army of Agesilaus, which 
Xenopiv.- insued. But presently new difficulties occurred; 
c.4. s'.i! Sicyon remaining attached to Lacedsemon, a 
Dmedsemonian force was stationed there, with the 
double purpose, of protecting the place and its 
territory, and keeping the war distant from 
Laconia. On the other hand, possession of the 

isthmus 



SEDITION OF CORINTH. 


isthmus being a great point for both parties* 
troops were sent from Athens, Boeotia, and Argos, 
o assist the Corinthians in holding it. Thus the 
Corinthian territory became the seat of a winter 
war, which not a little pressed the Corinthian 
people, while their allies were quiet in their 
/homes. Under these circumstances, it became 
easy for the aristocratical chiefs to persuade the 
multitude that they had been misled ; that their 
true interest would have kept them steddy in their 
old alliance, the alliance of their forefathers, with 
Lacedaemon. Such is the nature of confederacies : 
each member, as it becomes pressed, grows regard- 
less of the common good, and attentive only to 
its own. 

The democratical leaders were aware of their 
danger, and not scrupulous about means of pre- 
vention. Xenophon, upon this occasion, does 
not spare his fellowcountrymen; he accuses the 
Athenian administration, together with the 
Boeotian and Argian, of being accomplices in the 
horrid plot. A time appropriated to religious 
solemnity, when it is esteemed decent, says the 
historian, to avoid the execution even of con- 
demned malefactors, the last day of the Eucleian 
festival, was chosen for a massacre ; because then, 
all the people of all ranks being assembled in 
places of public resort, the business might be more 
readily and completely performed. A signal was 
given, apd, in the agora, the execution began. 

Many 


SECT. 

II. 


Xenopli. 
Hel. 1. 4. 
c. 4. 1. 2. 


BC.394“. 

01. 96. 3. 
End of Au- 
tumn or be- 
{finning of 
Winter. 


Xennph. 
Hel. i.4. 
c. 4. 1. 3. 


Xenophon has by no means clearly marked tliis date* 
The mention of a Corinthian festival has principally furnished 
the clue, for the industrious acuteness of Dodwell, in the 
investigation of it. 
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, CHAP. Many were put to death before they had the least 

, apprehension of danger j some in circle conversing, 

some ingaged with the spectacles of the theater 
some even sitting in the office of judges. The 
rest fled to the nearest altars and images of the 
gods j but the assailing party, regardless of those 
salutary laws of superstition, which even philo- 
sophy would approve, as a check upon ruthless 
violence, killed them even in the most sacred 
places ; so that, amid the carnage, a scene of 
impiety and scandal was exhibited, uncommon 
even in the fury of Greek sedition. 
xeiioi,ii. Those who fell, in this massacre, M'ere mostly 

llcl. 1. 4. ' 

c. 4. s. 4. elders, of the principal families. Pasimdus, one 
of the chiefs of the youth, having some suspicion 
.of what was intended, had assembled the younger 
of the aristocratical party in another part of the 
city. Surprized there by the outcry, and pre- 
‘sently farther alanned by the sight of some flying 
toward them for refuge, all ran to the Acroco- 
rinthus; and overthrowing a body of Argians, 
who, with a few Corinthians, opposed them, got 
possession of the fortress. Fortune could scarcely 
have given them a more desirable possession: 
yet an accident, the most insignificant, induced 
c. 4 . 1 s. them presently to abandon it. They were con- 
sulting on measures to be taken, when, from 
a column near them, the capital fell; and^ the 
cause of the accident not being obvious, it was 
taken for a portentous prodigy. Recourse was 
immediately had to sacrifice ; and the augurs, from 
observation of the entrails, declared it advisable 
to <juit the place. Political wisdom evidently 

was 



vxiorr or couisth with argos. jt 
was not upon this occasion the moving spring, sect. 
AThemistocJes, a Lysander, perhaps a Xenophon, . . 

would have proved the augurs mistaken. Utterly 
at a loss what to do and where to go, the fugitives, 
obedient to the expounders of occult science, 
hastened down the mountain, without any other 
hope than to find safety in exile. Dismay had 
sped them beyond the Corinthian border, when 
the lamentations of their mothefs, the persuasions 
of their friends, and assurances of personal safety, 
given upon oath by some of the chiefs of the 
democratical party, induced them to return into 
the city. 

The democratical leaders had now taken mea- 
sures, which they thought might suffice, without 
more murder, to establish the interest of their, 
party. They had united their state in one 
commonwealth with Argos ; thrown down the 
boundary-stones which marked the separation of 
the territories, abolished the Corinthian assem- 
blies an<l every characteristic of a distinct govern- 
ment, annulled even the name of Corinthians, 
and declared by law, solemnly decreed and pro- 
claimed, that the two people were thenceforward 
to be all Argians. This is a singular phenomenon 
in Grecian history. A league between two cities, 
so close as to establish a kind of fraternity, we 
may have observed elsewhere ” : the removal of 
the people of one town to establish them as citizens 

of 

** Such a league, we learn, existed between the n '’'^hlx)ring 
cities of Chalcis and Eretria, in Eubcea ; and something of 
the same kind between towns so far distant from each other 
as the Asiatic and the Italian and Sicilian Greek. 
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of another, we have also seen practised; but a 
union, such that one was lost in the other, or 
even tiiat two should form but one state, with one 
republican government common to both, has not 
before occurred. To judge of the merit of the 
plan, our information of particulars is too defective; 
nor have we the opinion of Xenophon delivered 
in a manner At all satisfactory. Justly indignant 
at the crimes of those who carried the measure, 
feeling perhaps for persons known to him, who 
perished by it, and not totally free from the 
prejudices of party, as a political project he has 
altogether slighted it ; and it was too transitory to 
afford proof of its merit in practice. 

The returned fugitives found their persons indeed 
safe, but their condition very much lowered. 
Their opponents held the soverein power ” : they 
were themselves lost, in a city which, says the 
historian, was no longer Corinth but Argos. They 
were allowed the privileges of Argian citizens, or 
rather they were obliged to become members of 
the Argian commonwealth; a privilege which they 
were very far from desiring ; for with it they found 
themselves of less consideration, in their altered 
country, than many foreiners. In the true spirit 
of Grecian patriotism, narrow but ardent, they 
thought life, continues the historian, contemptible 
upon such terms; and tiiey resolved (for, tho 
frightened by the falling of a stone, they were 
brave men) that, at any risk, their country, which 

had 

The expression of Xenophon is remarkable, il 

T9vq Tvpa»iv9/laff x. r. 1 . and the whole passage is in terms 
not to be exactly rendered in modem language. 
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had been Corinth from earliest times, should still sect. 
be Corinth'*. In the true spirit of Grecian love . . 

of liberty, they resolved that Corinth should again 
be free. Personal freedom, as far as appears, them- 
selves with all Corinthian citizens injoyed ; but 
Xenophon, swayed by party-prejudice, seems to 
have thought, with them, that association in civil 
rights, with the people of another fr^e common- 
wealth, was a freedom not to be indured. To 
purify the city from the pollution of murderers, 
another of their resolutions, would have been of 
less questionable rectitude, had the means by 
which they proposed to accomplish it been unex- 
ceptionable. With all these ideas together, their 
minds were highly heated : insomuch, that, in their 
doubt of being able to accomplish their purpose, 
they could find gratification in the thought, as the 
cotemporary historian assures us, that, ' should 
‘ their best endevors fail, yet, in pursuit of the 
‘ greatest blessings, they should obtain the most 
‘ glorious of deaths.’ 

Thus prepared for bold exertion, Pasimclus and XrnopFi. 
Alcimenes, young men of the first consideration 7. 
in their party, undertook to communicate with 
Praxitas,the Lacedaemonian commander at Sicyon. 

To avoid observation and inquiry from the guards 
at the gates, they made their way out of the city 
by a gully, the course of a winter torrent, which 
interrupted the continuity of the wall ; and they 

proposed 

trarfiia, urwtif 5» **< St 

K. T. t. It is difficult, iti rendering this passage in 
modern language, to avoid an air of ridicule, which however 
Xenophon has certaiidy not intended. 

VOl. VI. jj 
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proposed to Praxitas to introduce a body of troops' 
vrithin that fortification, which, Uke the famous 
long walls of Athens, secured the communication 
of Corinth with its port of Lechaeum. For the 
execution of their purpose, they chose a night on 
which they were intrusted, by the existing admi- 
nistration of their country, with the guard of one. 
of the gates of the long walls. Praxitas, at the 
liead of a Lacediemonian mora, with the whole 
strength of Sicyon and about a hundred and fifty 
Corinthian refugees, entered without opposition. 
Expecting however to be quickly attacked by 
superior numbers, he set immediately to raise 
works, which might inable him to maintain his 
ground till reinforcement could reach him: for, 
on one side, Corinth was filled with a military 
people, strengthened by a body of mercenaries j 
and, on the other, Lechasum was held by a 
Boeotian garrison; nor was it doubted but the 
force of Argos would hasten to relieve the new 
member of the Argian commonwealth. 

That day, however, and the next, Praxitas held 
his situation unmolested ; but, on the following 
morning, a body of Argians being arrived, Corinth 
poured out its force to attack him. We learn 
from Thucydides, that, in his time, the general 
reputation of the Peloponnesian troops, was supe- 
rior to that of any others known. This reputation, 
it appears, was not lost, wh*. Cyrus raised his 
army to march against Artaxerxes. In the wars 
however wlpch arose within Greece,- after- the 
conclusion of that distinguished by the name of 
the Peloponnesian, we find very great difference 

. among 
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among the Peloponnesian troops; a difference sect. 
which could arise only from the different attention k* 
givwi to military discipline and military exercises, ' 
and the different manner in which such attention 
was inforced by the political institutions of the 
several republics. The Sicyonians, long allies of 
Lacedsmon, and continually serving with the 
Lacedsemonian forces, could not want means to 
know the Lacedaemonian discipline; yet their XenopTi, 
military was nevertheless held in contempt; and, c. 4. ».to. 
in the battle within the long walls of Corinth, they 
proved the justice of the general opinion. Being 
attacked by the Argians, they yielded to the first 
onset ; and, flying through their own intrenched 
camp, excepting those who fell by the swords of 
the pursuing enemy, they were stopped only by, 
the sea. Pasimachus, who commanded a small 
force of Lacedaemonian cavalry, was witness to 
this defeat. Either the nature of the ground 
forbad, or, through his ignorance of a service less 
cultivated by the Lacedaemonians, be saw no 
opportunity for bringing horse into action ; and 
yet, indignant at the defeat of his friends, he 
resolved to act Dismounting, he persuaded, for 
it seems he could not command, some of his 
cavalry to follow him. The method of our dra- 
goons not being within their practice, they fastened 
their horses to some trees which happened to be 
neu, and thOvSnuiU shields they carried on horse- 
back not being fit for ingaging with heavy-armed 
in&ntry, they supplied themselves with those of 
the slain and flying Sicyonians. Thus accoutred, 
they marched against the Argians, who, seeing 
p 2 the 
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.CHAP, the Sicyonian mark, an ess, on their shields, little 
. re^rded their approach, Pasimacfaus, observing 
this, is reported to have said, using the common 
Lacedsemonian oath, ‘ By the twin-gods, Argians/ 
‘ these esses shall deceive you.’ With the valor 
of a true Spartan soldier, but not with the just 
discretion of an officer, rushing then to the assault 
of numbers too superior, he was killed with most 
of his band 

Xoiioph. Meanwhile the Lacedaemonian heavy-armed, 

}Iel. 1.4. , 

c. 4.' s. 10 . having defeated the Corinthians and mercenaries, 
and committed pursuit to the Corinthian refugees, 
turned to ingage the Argians. These, who so 
despised the Sicyonians, were so alarmed, in the 
midst of victory, by the approach of the Lacedae- 
monians, that to regain communication with the 
city, as the means of support and shelter, they 
lost all other consideration. Hastening to pass 
that dreaded endtoy, they exposed Uieir right 
flank ; of all things, in the antient practice of war, 
the most dangerous ; because the shield, so impor- 
tant for the soldier’s protection, became inefficient^ 
The Lacedaemonians did not neglect the advan- 
tageous opportunity. ITie Argians, suffering in their 
defenceless flank, still pushed for the city-gate ; 

but 

'* Tlie speech of Pasimachus, in the original, forces itself 
the more upon notice by something of a whimsical effect, 
arising from the Lacedaemonian dialect, in which it is re- 
ported: Nal <ru atu, Afyitti, t» riyn»ra ravro. 

Beside the general peculiarities of t^ Doric dialect, the 
Lacedaemonians, as appears fully in the Lysistrata of 
Aristophanes, commonly pronounced E for e. lire effect 
altogether would perhaps be most nearly imitated in English, 
by giving the speech in the Lowland Scottish dialect, and 
adding the change of S for Th ; ‘ By se twain-gods, Aurgtans| 
' sese esses,’ &c. 
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but before th^ could reach it, were met by the 
Corinthian refugees, returning from pursuit. This 
checked their way, and completed their conster- 
nation. The Corinthians in the city, fearing to 
open a gate, afforded them no other refuge than 
by ladders let down from the walls. The slaughter Xmoph. 
insuing was such, that, says the historian, as com, 
or billets, or stones, are often seen, so the bodies 
lay in heaps. Praxitas then led his victorious 
troops to the assault of Lechseum, and added the 
Boeotian garrison there to the number slain. 


The success of the Lacedmmonian arms was 
thus complete, and the dead, with the usual 
ceremonies, already restored, when the forces of 
the Peloponnesian allies of Lacedaemon arrived. 
Praxitas employed them in making a breach in 
the Corinthian long walls, sufficient for the con- 
venient passage of an army : he then assaulted and 
took Sidus and Crommyon oif the isthmus, and 
he fortified Epieicia. Placing garrisons in all 
those places, by which he secured the command 
of the isthmus, he dismissed tlie rest of his army, 
and returned himself to Lacedaemon. 


SECTION III. 

Invasion of Laconia hy Pharnabazus and Conon. Restoration 
cf the long leans of Athens, Seqfight in the Corinthian 
Gulphn 

B V the victories of Corinth and Coroneia the force s£ c i . 
of the formidable confederacy, formed against . 
Lacedaemon, had been broken ; and, by the recent 
successes of Praxitas,, the command of the isthmus 

p 3 l>eing 
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CHAP, being recovered, means were agahi opoi for car- 
. ■ rying war against the enemies of LacedSBrnon 

beyond the peninsula. Instead therefore of ahy 
longer dreading invasion at home, Lacedaemcfti 
should have been again formidable to her enemies. 
But that policy, by which she had profited in the 
latter years of the Peloponnesian war; was noW 
turned against herself ; the wealtfi Of Persia Sup^ 
ported her foes; the command of the sea was 
already gone ; and her armies, which should have 
carried her vengeance against her most distant 
foes, were necessary at home, and yet unequal, to 
the protection of her own coast. 

Whatever personal esteem Phamabaziis might 
have for Agesilaus, he was highly exasperated 
. against the Lacedsmonian government. Of 
* a temper to feel the disgrace of the condition of a 
fugitive, to which, in the sight of all his depend* 
ants, and to the knowlege of the Persian court, 
he had been reduced, he was anxious to recover 
his honor, not less then he had been to vindicate 
xenopii. his property. During winter therefore he was 
C.8. S. 6, 7. diligent in adding to the number of his ships, and 
in raising a force of Grecian mercenaries; the 
only troops that could be effectually opposed to 
Greeks; and he resolved to carry war, in person, 
to the coast of Laconia, where no Persian had 
ever yet appeared in arms. 

B.C.393, In pursuance of this resolution, imbarking, in 
spring, widi the Athenian Conon for his vice- 
admiral, he sailed among the ilands Of the 
iEgean ; and, from the Ionian shore to Melos, all 
submitted to him. Proceeding then directly to 
2 .. the 
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the Laconian coast, he had the satisfaction to sect. 
make ^od his landing on near Pherse, and . * 

to ravage unresisted the countiy around. Re* 
imbarking before the Lacedaemonians could come 
in force against him, he repeated his debarkations, 
in vaiions parts, for plunder^ and always with 
succei^s. Under the able advice of Conon, he 
did not loiter on a coast where rocks and tempests 
and want were to be apprehended not less than 
an enemy, whom he well knew to be formidable. 

He crossed to the Hand of Cythera, which in the 
early part of the Peloponnesian war, had been 
conquered by the unfortunate Nicias. Being 
without strong places, it yielded without resist- 
ance ; and, in the idea that it might be made a 
useful acquisition, a garrison was placed there, 
under Nicophebus, an Athenian. The satrap' 
then durected his course to the Corinthian isthmus, 
where the congress of the confederacy was as- 
sembled. There he had opportunity to com- 
municate with the leading men, with whom he 
concerted measures for the prosecution of the 
war against Lacedaemon; and, leaving a sum of 
money for its support, returned with his fleet to 
Asia. 

While the impression of satisfaction widi his 
successful expedition, in which he had earned a 
glory so new to a Persian satrap, was fresh upon 
the mind of Pharnabazus, Conon took the favor- 
ing opportunity for obtaining some most impor- 
tant advantages for his country. A man of 
courage and honor, the satrap was no deep politi- 
cian. He felt keenly the injuries he bad suffered 

D 4 from 
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CHAP. froQi the overbearing power of Lacedaemon, com* 

* . . manding at once the naval and military force of 

Greece: but the expence of maintaining the 
fleet, by which he had delivered, and in some 
degree revenged, himself, pressed upon his trea* 
xrnoph. sury. It was therefore a grateful proposal, which 
Conon made, to transfer a large share of that 
Dioa. 1. 14 . burthen to the Athenian commonwealth ; urging, 
however, that to inable Athens to bear it, two 
things were necessary ; first, that the tribute from 
the ilands, by which Athens had formerly main* 
tained her navy, should be restored, the combined 
fleet inforcing regular payment; and then, that 
her long walls, so essential to her security against 
the overbearing ambition of Lacedsmon, should 
be rebuilt. The liberality of Pharnabazus granted 
all that Conon demanded. He allowed the fleet 
to be employed in reestablishing the claim of 
Athens to contributions for the support of her 
navy ; he allowed the crews to be imployed in 
working upon the long walls ; he gave a large sum 
of money toward the expence, and he sent masons 
and mechanics to assist in the work. Neigh- 
boring states, which had the democratical interest 
at heart, added their voluntary aid; and it is 
remarkable that, among the most zealous and 
liberal, were the Boeotians, lately the most vehe- 
ment enemies of Athens, remorselessly urgent for 
its destruction. But so it was, among the warring 
interests of parties, in the little republics of 
Greece : walls, connecting the capital with its 
ports, were esteemed the bulwark of the demo- 
cratical, . and the bane of the oligarchal cause. 

From 
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From the moment, therefore, when the revolution sect. 
in Boeotian politics took place, whereby the de- . * 

mocratical became the ruling interest, it became 
most the object of the leading men to restore, 
what their predecessors in administration thought 
they had the greatest interest in destroying. 

Thus Conon, thirteen years after his flight from 
his country's ruin, had the singular good fortune 
and glory to return, with the present of a fleet 
and fortifications, in short, of dignity, power, and 
dominion in his hand. The gratitude of the 
Athenian people was shown in honors, we are 
told, of the highest kind, conferred upon Conon, iwcr.F.vng. 
and his friend and patron the virtuous tyrant of 
Salamis ; of which, however we find nothing 
specified but their portraits in marble, placed by 
the side of the statue of the Preserving Jupiter;’ 
in memorial, says the cotemporary rhetorician, of 
the greatness of their services, and of their 
friendship for one-another. Of any gratitude 
shown by the Athenian people to the generous 
satrap, we have no information. Possibly the 
prejudices of the age would not allow them, of 
the same kind, to a barbarian, of whatever merit, 
as to Evagoras ; who, tho a tyrant, was a Greek, 
and an Athenian citizen. 


While the satrap’s money thus laid anew the 
foundation of naval power for the Athenian com* 
monwealth, it enabled the Corinthians to maintain 
a fleet for the security of their own gulph. 
Meanwhile the Lacedsemonians, utterly unable to Xenoph. 
oppose the fleet which, under Conon, commanded c. V 
the eastern seas, equipped however a squadron to 

dispute 
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CHAP, dispute the w^tern with the Corinthians, and 
^ve protection to the Achaians and others, their 
aUies in those parts. Coming to action with 
the Corinthian fleet, the Lacedsemonian ad' 
toiral, Polemarchus, was killed, and Pollis, the 
next officer, wounded ; bnt Taleutias, brother of 
Agesilaus, aitivihg with a reinforcement, the Co- 
rinthians avoided farther action, and the LacC' 
dsmonians commanded the gulph. 

SECTION IV. 

Improvement of the Grecian art of war by the Athenian 
General Iphicrates. Affairs of Phlius. Causes of failing 
energy of Lacedamon. Successes of Iphicrates in Pelo- 
ponhesvs. Antalcidas Ambassador from Lacedcemon^ and 
, Canon from Athens^ to the Satrap of Lydia, Expeditions 
• * of Agesilaus into ArgoUs and Corinthia, Isthmian Games, 

Slaughter ff a Lacedemonian mora. Farther successes of 
Iphicrates, 

The Athenians, tho their forces had shared in 
the loss of two great battles, and in one of them 
had suffered considerably, nevertheless held their 
country still unhurt by the war. But, the 
Lacedaemonians commanding both the isthmus 
and the gulph of Corinth, the passage to Attica 
was easy to them ; and while the restoration of 
the long walls would of course excite their jea- 
lousy, the ravage of Laconia by Conon could not 
but have excited a desire of revenge. It was 
tfaoefore much an object for the Athenians to 
keep the Lacedaemonians employed within their 
own peninsula. After the victories of Agesilaus 
and Praxitas, it might indeed appear rash to send 

a landforce 
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a laEidibrce to make war in Peloponnesus: bift sect. 
Athens, fertile in great talents, had a genend 
formed for the peculiar circumstances of the 
existing occasion. 

Iphicrates was the author of a system of tactics, 
new among the Greeks. The phalanx, almost 
irresistible where it could exert its force, was 
cumbersome in evolution, unfit for mountainous 
or woody countries, incapable of rapid motion, 
either in pursuit or retreat. Its character is 
marked in a saying reported of Iphicrates. Com- 
paring an army with the human body, the general, piut. 
he said, was as the head, the light-armed as the ‘ 
hands, the cavalry as the feet, and the phalanx as 
the chest and shoulders. Of course he Consi- 
dered the Peloponnesian army, notwithstanding 
the general superiority of the heavy-armed, as 
extremely defective ; for its light-armed were meer 
untrained or ill-trained slaves; and the cavalry 
generally deficient, both in number and in dis- 
cipline. Indeed, among the Greeks, cavalry was 
of little use but in pursuit, except against tlie 
light-armed ; no body of horse daring to charge 
a phalanx ; and hence the Cavalry was compai^ed 
to the feet. UhdeC this view of things, Iphicrates 
directed his attention to improve what he calked 
the hands of the army. Athens had always hUd 
bowmen superior to the Peloponnesian, and had 
Often profited from that superiority. Iphicrates 
Conceived that great advantage might 1^ drawn 
finm an improved discifdine 'Of the middle-armed, 
or targeteers, who, to the a^lity of the Kght- 
armed, might unite some degree of the force of 

the 
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CHAP, the phalanx. Indeed how much practice was 
. . necessary to excelloice, in any of the three styles 

of discipline, we may gather in some degree from 
Xen. Mem. Xenophon ; where he observes that even a Spartan 
would not, with target and dart, ingage a Thracian 
armed in the same manner, any more than the 
Thracian would, with shield and spear, ingage 
any Greek practised in the discipline of the 
heavy-armed. 

Circumstances which brought forward for 
historical notice the little republic of Phlius, 
hitherto obscure among the complicated politics 
and wars of Greece, opened also the first field 
of fame for Iphicrates and his new system. Phlius 
Xcnoph. was a member of the Lacedaemonian confederacy, 
"i’. 8 . 15. when the chiefs of the Lacedaemonian party were 
‘ ’ expelled. According to the general course of 

things in Greece, it was to be expected that Phlius 
would then renounce the Lacedaemonian alliance, 
and ingage in the new confederacy of Boeotia, 
Athens, and Argos. But an. inveterate hatred, a 
kind of horror of the Argians, pervaded all parties 
in Phlius : insomuch that it was resolved, with 
all the forbidding circumstances attending, to 
endeavor to preserve the connection of the com- 
monwealth with Lacedaemon. In other times 
probably, spuming at the proposal, the Lace- 
daemonian government would have commanded 
those who ruled in Phlius to restore the exiles : 
but, in the existing situation of affairs, Lacedaemon 
no longer held her former imperious tone ,* and, 
tho the Phliasians carried their avowal of jealousy 
so far as to refuse, in any case, to admit 

Lacedaemonian 
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Lacedaemonian troops within their walls, their 
ofTered friendship w^as not slighted. 

The preference, given by a democratical party, 
to the Lacedaemonian alliance, was a disappoint- 
ment to the democratical confederacy, that excited 
revenge; and the central situation of Phlius, 
between Argolis, Corinthia, Sicyonia, and Arca- 
dia, gave that little state an importance that 
urged attention. Accordingly Iphicrates led his 
targeteers into Phliasia, and* marked his way with 
ravage. His purpose was to provoke pursuit, and 
lead the Phliasians into an ambuscade. He 



succeeded; and so large a proportion of their 
small force of heavy-armed fell, that the sur- 
vivors thought themselves unequal, not only to 
the protection of their fields, but even to the . 
defence of their w’alls. Pressed then by distress 
and danger, they were induced so far to remit their 
former jealousy, as to request from Lacedaemon jj q 
a protecting force, and even to put their citadel o‘- 96- i- 
into the pow'er of a Spartan governor. I’he trust 
was executed with fidelity, and even with scrupu- 
lous delicacy; for, when the Phliasians, after 
arranging their affairs, thought themselves again 
equal to their own protection, the Lacedaemonian 
government, in withdrawing the garrison, avoided 
even to mention a restoration of the exiles. The 
conduct was liberal and wise; worthy of Agesilaus, 
if he was the mover; but we cannot give the 
Lacedaemonian administration quite so much 
credit for it, as if they had been less under the 
presatre of difficult circumstances. 


After 
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CHAP. After his success in Phliasia, Iphicrates overran 

. , great part of Arcadia; and, such was the new 

Xenoph. terror of his tareeteers, that even the Arcadian 
c. 4 - >• 16. heavy-armed feared to quit their towns. The Lace- 
dasmonians however were not to be so daunted. 
Iphicrates falling in with a body of them, his 
targeteers, according to their usual method, after 
throwing their javelins, retreated to avoid sta- 
tionary action. But the Lacedaemonians pursuing, 
such was the practis’ed vigor of some of their 
younger men, with their full armor, they overtook 
and killed some of the targeteers, and made some 
prisoners. After this experience, it was with diffi- 
culty that the targeteers could be led within dart’s 
throw of any Lacedaemonian forces. Iphicrates 
neverdieless taught them still to support their 
reputcdion against other troops; insomuch that, 
17. near Lechaeum, he defeated a body of Mantineian 
heavy-armed. Thus, says the cotemporary 
historian, the Lacedaemonians who held the 
taigeteers in contempt, found reason to hold their 
own allies in still greater contempt; and it became 
a commcai sarcasm among them, that the allies 
were afraid of the targeteers, as children of 
hobgoblins. 

(.la. Notwithstanding the employment thus found 
for the Lacedemonians by Iphicrates, the Athe- 
nians were still luneasy unde* the apprehension of a 
nenewal of those evils, which had been experienced 
in: the frequent invasions of their country, during 
the Peloponnesian, war. Th^ were therefore 
anxious to deprive, the Lacedssmoniaos of the 

command 
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command of thp isthmus, and with this view it 
was resolved to restore the long walls of Corinth. 
Accordingly the whole force of the commonwealth 
marched to support a body of workmen, so 
numerous that the restoration of the western wall 
w'as completed in a few days. A good defence 
being thus gained on the side of Sicyon, the 
enemy's principal garrison in those parts, they 
proceeded with the eastern wall more leisurely. 

In tracing, with the able cotemporary historian, 
the events which followed the return of Agesilaus 
from Asia and his victory in Boeotia, some wonder 
is apt to arise at the little exertion or litde means, 
at the confined action and narrow views, of 
that seemingly formidable commonwealth, which, 
after the Peloponnesian war, completely com- 
manded Greece, and not only threatened Persia, 
but was actually carrying conquest far into Asia. 
To her landforce no misfortune had happened. 
On the contrary, a victory had checked the exer- 
tions of her enemies in Greece, before Agesilaus 
returned. He brought to her assistance a power- 
ful army of veterans, formed in various service, 
and gained a victory on his arrival. This was 
followed by success under Praxitas, which secured 
the way for carrying invasion into the territories of 
any* of the hostile republics. No use appeals to 
have been made of these advantages. One defeat 
at sea had deprived Lacedaemon of her trams- 
marine dominion, and three victories by land did 
notgtve her quiet within her own peninsula. From 
the course of' Xenophon's narrative, however, 
may be-gathered that, for this apparent inertness 

and 
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cha I*, and real inefficiency, two powerful causdS existed ; 
*- the diminution of pecuniary resources, through 
the loss of the Asiotic dominion, and the dis- 
affection of the LacoLi'i.1 subjects to the Spartan 
government. Means failed for putting the Asiatic 
army any more in action, and the measures of 
government for external exertion were cramped 
by the necessity of watching the disposition to 
revolt at home. On both su^ects Xenophon, on 
account of his connection with the Spartan 
j'CH'fi'iinitnt, has spohen always with delicacy and 
rese rve, pet he has not wholly omitted to throw 
- gill on them. 

Humbled th .'n and distressed, pressed by land 
and by sea, abroad and at home, and at a loss 
_ for measures, ■while the Athenians were recovering 
extensive dominion, the Lacedaemonians turned 
their thoughts to a reconciliation with Persia. 
They had experienced the advantage of the Persian 
alliance, when they possessed it ; they now felt its 
pressure against them ; and they perceived that, 
contemptible as the military of the empire was 
become, yet, in the divided state of Greece, the 
Persian king, or even a satrap, by the force of 
money alone, employing Greeks against Greeks, 
could decide the balance between their republics! 
They had moreover had large opportunity* to 
know, that the councils of the Persian empire 
had scarcely more energy than its arms ; so that, 
in the looseness of the connection of the distant 
members, with the head, and with oneanother, 
means for negotiation and intrigue were almost 
always open. In the present moment, Phamabazus 

was 
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was highly incensed against them, and his re- ^ jy 
sentment had afforded opportunity for the able ' — 
admiral and minister of Athens to attach him to 
the Athenian interest. But the new satrap of 
Lydia, Teribazus, had no cause of personal 
animosity, perhaps no principle of political enmity 
toward them ; and, to judge from past experience, 
the very attachment of one satrap to the Athenian, 
might incline the other to the Lacedaemonian 
cause. 

These considerations urging, Antalcidas was g 
sent ambassador to Sardis. The Athenians, oi. 96 . j.' 
alarmed at this, sent aNo an embassy, at the 1.4. c. a 
head of which was Couon, accompanied by *' 
ministers from Boeotia, Corinth, and Argos. 
Antalcidas represented ‘ that the support, given 
‘ by Pharnabazus to the Athenians, went far 
‘ beyond what a just consideration of the interest 
‘ of the Persian empire would allow: that, on 
' the contrary, the terms of peace which, on the 
‘ part of Lacedxmon, he was commissioned to 
‘ propose, could not fail of being agreeable to 

* the king. The Lacedaemonians would no longer 
‘ dispute the king’s sovereinty over the Grecian 
‘ cities in Asia; and, for the Hands and the 
‘ European Greek cities, they only desired com- 
‘ plete independency. If then no sovereinty of 
‘ one Grecian city over another were allowed, it 
‘ would be impossible for any to carry hostilities 
‘ with any efficacy against the king ; so that the 
‘ expence of maintaining a fleet for the Aflienians, 

* and of making war upon the Lacedaemonians, 

‘ might be equally spared.’ 

VOL. VI. £ Teribazus 
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CHAP. Teribazns was pleased with this proposal, hut 
-v-^ the AtheniaD, Boeotian, and Argian ministers 
could not he brought to consent to a peace upon 
such terms. Under the stipulation for the in- 
dependency of all Grecian states, the Athenians 
feared to lose the ilands of Lemnos, Imbms, and 
Scirus, their antient possession; the Thebans 
their command over the Boeotian cities ; and the 
Argians their new connection with Corinth. As 
far therefore as peace was the object, the nego- 
tiation failed. But Antalcidas nevertheless carried 
a great point for his country, for he gained 
Teribazus. Scrupling to Conclude an alliance 
with Lacedspmon, without express authority from 
his court, the satrap however secretly furnished 
money for the equipment of a Lacedaemonian fleet ; 
imprisoned Conon on pretence of injurious con- 
duct toward the king ; and went himself to Susa, 
to solicit authority for the measures he desired to 
pursue. 

While Antalcidas was thus successfully nego- 
tiating at Sardis, the Lacedaemonian administra- 
tion, stimulated by the depredations of Iphicrates 
in various parts of Peloponnesus, and alarmed 

*• 19- by the restoration of the long walls of Corinth, 
resolved at length to put Agesilaus ag^ at 
the head of an army, and appoint his brother 
Teleutias to cooperate wiUi him in naval com- 
mand. Quickly all Argolis was ravaged; and, 
the attention of the confederates being thus called 
to that country, Agesilaus suddenly crossed the 
mountains, while Teleutias conduct^ a squadron 
of twelve ships up the Saronic gulph, and the 

unfinished 
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unfinished long walls, and the Corinthian naval 
arsenal, were taken. The expedition was ably 
conducted, and the success important; but the blow 
was not followed : the forces of the allies were Xon. ibid, 
dismissed, and Agesilaus led the Lacedaemonians ^ 
home to celebrate the Hyacinthian festival. 

In the whole conduct of this war we find nothing 
like that greatness of design, W'hich might have 
been expected if Agesilaus could have directed 
measures. It was evidently a war of the ephors, 
and the king was meerly the general, acting under 
their orders. In the insuing spring he was directed B.c. 392. 
again to put himself at the head of tlie army*®. 

The refugee Corinthians had communicated in- i.'” c.5. 
formation, that Corinth was principally subsisted ** 
from a stock of cattle, collected at an obscure 
port within the Corinthian territory, on the 
Saronic gulph, of the same name with the cele- 
brated harbour of Athens, Peiraeus. To deprive 
the enemy of that supply, was thought an object 
fur an expedition, which the king should com- 
mand. After events more adapted to iugage and 
fill the mind, these little transactions are apt to 
appear uninteresting. They are nevertheless im- 
portant, as they are connected %vith great revolu- 
tions that folio w'ed, links in the great chain of 
events ; and sometimes as' they aftbrd informa- 
tion, the clearest and the most impressive, of the 

religion, 

Neitlier season nor year is specified here by Xen(^hon ; 
but the industrious acuteness of Dodwell, indignant at the 
evident confusion of Diodorus, has endeavored to ascertain the 
dates from the mention of the Isthmian festival in the Hel- 
lenics of Xenophon, and of the Hyacinthian in the Agesilaus. 
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CHAP, religion, politics, warfare, and manners, of this 
, . interesting age. 

The time selected for the expedition was that of 
the Isthmian games ; which, in the Peloponnesian 

o?ti!is Hift’ diffused a temporary peace 

around them ; insomuch that, amid designs and pre- 
parations on both sides avowedly the most hostile, 
the Athenians could safely trust their persons in the 
power of the Corinthians, then the most virulent of 
their enemies. But the same superstition, which 
at that time insured the observation of the ar- 
mistice, now provoked to interrupt the sacred 
season with hostility. Corinth, by fiction of po- 
licy being now Argos, Corinthians and Argians 
indifferently, but all with the name of Argians, 
presided at the ceremony, and performed the pre- 
scribed sacrifice to Neptune. This the Corinthian 
refugees held to be a portentous pollution. They 
claimed themselves to be the Corinthian common- 
wealth, the exclusive privilege and exclusive duty 
of whose members it was to officiate in that 
solemnity. The Lacedaemonians approving their 
claim, Agesilaus led his army directly to the 
isthmus. The Argians were not prepared against 
attack, nor even against surprize. They fled on 
the first alarm ; yet not so timely, but, as they 
hurried along the road by Cenchrea, they were 
seen by the Lacedaemonians from the heights 
above, and might have been overtaken, but 
xtii. Hei. Agesilaus would not allow pursuit. So little in- 
t. s. deed was the approach of an enemy apprehended, 
that the victim was left ready slain, and the pre- 
parations complete, for the feast which should 
^ have 
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have followed. Agesilaus put his Corinthian sect. 
friends in possession of these, and remained three . 
days, while the sacrifices and games were per- 
formed under their presidency. Xenophon men- 
tions, as a circumstance interesting to the Greeks, 
that after his departure the Argians caused the 
solemnity to be repeated in all its parts ; so that 
some of the games were twice performed, and 
the same conquerors in some of them were twice 
proclaimed. 

On the fourth day, Agesilaus led his army to Xrii.Hei. 
Pciraeus. There he found a large force, so 
strongly posted, with Iphicrates commanding, 
that in doubt of the success of an assault, he 
recurred to stratagem. Spreading a report that s. o. 
Corinth was to be betrayed to him, he decamped • ’ 
suddenly and directed his march thither. The 
Corinthian administration were so little secure 
of their own people that, in great alarm, they 
sent for Iphicrates to come and save Corinth ; 
and that active general, ready at the call, with 
his light targeteers, passed the Lacedxmonian 
heavy-armed in the night. Agesilaus, informed 
of this, returned at daybreak to Peirseus, and 
occupied the commanding heights ; upon which ». a. 
the troops remaining there, together with all the 
men, women, and slaves of the place, took sanc- 
tuary in a neighboring temple of Juno, and soon 
after surrendered themselves to the mercy of 
Agesilaus. His genwosity was not conspicuous 
upon the occasion : those who were accused as 
accomplices in the massacre at Corinth were 
given up to the refugees : the rest, men, women, 

E 3 goods, 
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. CHAP, goods, everything included in the capture, were 
JiJL. sold. 

The terror of the arms of Agesilaus, probably 
however not unassisted by some intelligence or 
some apprehension of the success of Antalcidas 
Xenoph. in negotiation, brought ministers to the Lace- 
e. 5. 5. 6. dfemonian camp from several of the hostile states, 
and particularly the Boeotian, to know upon what 
terms peace might be expected. These ministers 
were waiting the king’s leisure, while, with de- 
signed ostentation, he was reviewing his captives 
and other booty, when a messenger arrived, with 
intelligence of a disaster to the Laced semonian 
arms, which unfortunately checked both their 
desire of peace, and his means to command it. 

S.11. It was a custom from very early ages, and 

supposed of divine origin, that the Laconians of 
the town of Amyclaja, on whatsoever public 
service employed abroad, should return home to 
sing the paean at the Hyacinthian festival. The 
season being at hand, Agesilaus, in marching for 
Peiraeus, had left all the Amyclaeans of the army 
in Lechaeum ; directing the polemarc, who com- 
manded the garrison - there, to provide for the 
security of their return to Laconia. The polemarc, 
zealous in the execution of what was esteemed a 
sacred duty, committed the defence of Lechaeum 
to the troops of the allies, while, with a mora of 
Lacedaemonian infantry, consisting of about six 
hundred men, and another of cavalry, probably 
a much smaller number, he marched to escort 
the Amyclaeans. He took the road to Sicyon, 
not as the direct way to Lacedaemon, but as the 
3 readiest 
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readiest to get beyond danger from the enemy in sec t. 
Corinth, and to have a friendly line of country rv. 
afterward to traverse, with a fresh escort, if it 
should be necessary. Having passed Corinth xcnoph. 
widiout molestation, and proceeded within four “5; 
miles of Sicyon, he committed the Amyclmans 
to the charge of the cavalry, directing the com- 
manding officer to accompany them as far as 
they should themselves desire, and then press his 
way back to overtake the infantry in their return 
to Lechmum. He knew that the force in Corinth 
was large; but the late successes of the Lace- 
daemonian arms had inspired confidence, and he 
thought none would dare to attack a body of 
Lacediemonian heavy-armed. 

Unfortunately that very stratagem which gave •' 
Agesilaus easy possession of Peirseus, had con- 
siderably increased the force in Corinth, and at 
the same time sent thither a general not likely to 
miss an opportunity for striking a blow. Iphicrates 
was there with his targcteers, and Callias son of 
Hipponicus, chief of the Daduchian' family ", 
commanded a body of Athenian heavy-armed. 

They observed the polemarc returning, without 
cavalry and without light troops, and they led out 
their forces. Having preconcerted measures, 

Callias kept aloof, while the targeteers hung on 
the flanks and rear of the Lacedaemonian column, 

directing 

” His Athenian militai; title would have been Hipparc ; 
but the Lacedaemonian was Hipparmost; which assists to 
prove that Harmost may properly be rendered Commander, or 
Governor. 

" See Ch. 22. s. 2. of thia Hist. 
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, CHAP, directing their missile weapons at the undefended 
. . parts of the heavy-armed soldier’s body. The 

pojemarc continued his march under the annoy- 
ance, till several were wounded and some fell. 
Xenoph. jjg ordered those within ten years after boy- 
c.a. S. 15 . hood, perhaps those under four and twenty, to 
assault and pursue’’. This, a common expedient, 
of the Grecian heavy-armed, when unsupported 
by cavalry or light troops, had succeeded, as we 
have seen, once, even against Iphicrates : but to 
such an officer, every loss wa!s a profitable lesson, 
and the expedient succeeded no more. His 
targeteers, superior both in arms and discipline to 
any before known, evaded the pursuit of the 
Spartan youth, incumbered with their heavy 
aimour, turned upon them if they scattered, over- 
took them when they retreated, wounded many, 
killed some, and compelled the rest to rejoin the 
main body, upon which then, more daringly than 
before, they renewed their attacks. The polemarc 
was thus provoked to order all under thirty to 
assault. In retreating again, more fell than after 
the former charge. Already the most active and 
daring soldiers were mostly killed or wounded, 
when the horse Joined. These were ordered to 
charge, and the younger men of the infantry 
with them. The cavaliy service appears to have 

been 

* Ti Hut af 96ti(. The exact value of this expression, 
which occurs more than once in Xenophon, is not satisfac- 
torily ascertained. According to Plutarch, the IjiraHai-mnn ign 
SCv, boyhood, seems to have ended at the age of twelve 
years, after which, to the age of nineteen, the Lacedaimonian 
youths were called Eirens. Thus the pursuers would have 
been those only betwton the ages of nineteen and twenty- 
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been ill-cultivated among the Lacedaemonians. 
Xenophon blame.s the conduct of their horse on 
this day. Instead of pushing the pursuit of the 
retreating targeteers, .they carefully kept even 
front with their infantry, halted when they halted, 
and retreated when they retreated. Immediately 
as they turned the targeteers turned, and horse 
and foot together suffered from their missile 
weapons. Another charge was then made ; but 
in the same manner, and with no better success. 

As their numbers were thus reduced, their efforts 
slackened, and those of the enemy grew more 
spirited. Distressed and at a loss, at length, for 
measures, they halted on a small eminence, about c. a. s. it. 
two furlongs from the sea, and two miles from 
Lechseum. Thence, while suffering from missile . * 
weapons, and unable to return a blow, they saw-, 
on one side, boats from Lechmum intended to 
relieve them, on the other, the Athenian heavy- 
armed approaching to attack them. . Upon this 
they look to flight. Tlie horse escaped to 
Lechacum. Of the infantry, who mostly made 
for the sea, scarcely any survived”. 

Agesilaus, upon being informed of this disaster, 
seized his spear, and, not waiting to communicate 
with the enemy’s ministers, who were attending, 
assembled all his officers. Having given his 

orders. 


Xenophon here says the killed, in all, were about two 
hundred and fifty. He had before said that the infantry were, 
in all, six hundred, and that those carried off by the shield- 
bearers (iwavwtrau) before the first assault upon tlic tar- 
geteers, were all that were realfy sav^, ^om tS< n 
aXsfitia lav6tiaar. It looks as if two hundred and fifty were 
the number admitted by the Lacedxmonians, but that the 
historian knew the real number to have been gniater. 
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CHAP, orders, he inarched immediately, with a chosen 
, , body, leaving the rest to follow, after refreshment 

taken. He had already entered the vale of 
Lechseum, when messengers met him, with infor- 
mation that the bodies of the slain were in the 
possession of their friends. Upon this he returned 
• to Peiraeus, and next day, says the historian, with 
a simplicity which may excite a smile, he sold the 
prisoners. 

This misfortune, to the Lacedsemonian arms, 
had an effect approaching that of the capture of 
Sphacteria, in the Peloponnesian war. It did not 
indeed give an equal advantage to the enemy, 
because no prisoners were made. The loss in 
slain was very inferior even to what many of the 
* . litUe Grecian republics had often suffered ; but it 
Xenoph. made great impression upon the Lacedemonians, 
”5! i.1[o. because, says the historian, they were unaccus- 
piut. Ages. jQjjjgjj jQ gygjj blows ; and, as Plutarch well 
remarks, for. readers less familiar with the ideas 
of the times, it was an unheard-of disaster, and 
esteemed a portentous event, that heavy-armed 
should be defeated by targeteers, and Lace- 
demonians by mercenaries. A deep grief there- 
fore, as the cotemporary historian proceeds to 
inform us, pervaded the army: only, according 
to their great lawgiver’s precept, the sons, fathers, 
and brothers of the slain, as sharers in glory 
earned through their family misfortune, osten- 
tatiously exhibited a joy, which, among other 
people, might have been esteemed indecent on 
Corn. Nep. the occusion. The reputation accruing to IfAicrates 
V, iphicr. throughout Greece, and the enemies of 

Lacedaemon 
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Lacedaemon, were not a little incouraged. The sect. 
Boeotian ministers, attending in the camp of 
Agesilaus, being sent for to declare the object of 4. 
their mission, did not even mention peace, but 
only requested free passage to communicate with 
their troops in Corinth. Agesilaus knew that what 
they now wanted was to get information of the 
amount of the late success. Next day therefore, ». 10. 
marching toward Corinth, he took them in his 
train, and allowed them a view of the trophy 
raised by their friends, which he would not permit 
his own troops to remove ; but if olive, vine, or 
other valuable tree had escaped former ravage, he 
ordered it to be destroyed. Having made them 
spectators of this insult, to show that he could 
still command the country, he sent them, not 
into Corinth, but across the sea to Creusis, to 
relate in Boeotia all they had seen. 

Here how ever ended his exertion. Placing a ».j 8 . 
complete mora in Lechaeum, and taking with him 
the small relics of the mora which had suffered, 
he marched for Lacedaemon. His anxiety to 
conceal from the friendly towns, in which he was 
to take quarters by the way, the amount of a loss 
apparently so little considerable, is remarkable. 

He was careful to enter them all as late in the 
evening, and quit them as early in the morning, 
as with any convenience might be ; and, finding 
the soldiers hurt with expectation that the Manti- 
nekms would take a malignant joy in their disaster, 
tho he moved from Orchomenus at daybreak, and 
did not reach Mantineia till dark, he would not 
halt there, but still proceeded to the next town. 

Xenophon 
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cHAi>. Xenophon has not infonned us whether this 
retreat of the army was a measure of Agesilaus, 
or of the ephors, or what necessity induced it. If 
not necessary, it appears an imprudent measure. 
Iphicrates presently took Sidus, Crommyon, and 
(Enoe ; the two former garrisoned by Praxitas, 
the latter by Agesilaus himself. Thus all the 

Hti"7''4 f®™tory northward and eastward was recovered 

e.&9. 19 . for the Corinthians of the city, and command of 
the isthmus no longer remained to the Lace- 
daemonians. For the rest of the year operations 
were reduced to excursions for plunder, chiefly 
by those Corinthians, of the Lacedaemonian party, 
who had taken refuge in Sicyon. Not daring, 
since the misfortune of the Lacedaemonian mora, 
to move far by land, they directed their little 
expeditions by water, whithersoever, on the ter- 
ritory of their city, they had best hope of seizing, 
with least danger, any small booty that might 
contribute to their subsistence. 


SECTION V. 

Unsteddiness of the Persian Government: War renewed hy 
Lacedeemon against Persia : Thimhron Conmander-in-chicf 
Expedition into Acarnania under Agesilaus \ into Argolis 
under Agesipolis. 

B.C.39S. During all this year the great fleet collected by 
!*• 1- Phamabazus and Conon seems to have remained 
inactive. Possibly, since the negotiation of 
Antalcidas, the imprisonment of Conon, and the 
resolution of Teribazus to apply in person to the 

court 
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rourt of Susa, the Hellespontine satrap may have 
been cautious of taking a decided part : perhaps 
he may have been without an officer to whose 
ability or fidelity he would trust such a command. 
There was however evidently no steddy policy in 
the Persian councils : nothing of that great design 
for establishing a commanding influence in Greece, 
which later writers have fancied in them. Struthas, 
who, in the absence of Teribazus, was appointed 
to the Lydian satrapy, instigated by consideration 
of the injuries the king’s territories had borne from 
the Lacedaemonians (possibly his own property 
had suffered, or his family had been insulted) 
warmly favored the confederacy now at war with 
them. 


SECT. 



Xciiopli. 
HpI. 1. 4. 
c. H. s. 17 


The Lacedaemonian administration in conse> x^noph. 

quence, renewed hostilities against Persia; by &ijiodopii»', 

what good policy prompted it is difficult to dis- 

cover. The reappointment of Thimbron, to a 

command in which he had alreadv shown himself 

•/ 

deficient, strengthens the probability that the 
Lacedaemonian councils were at this time ill- 


directed; and the slighting manner in which Xm.nri. 
Xenophon repeatedly mentions that officer, enough i’. a', u 
marks that he was not chosen by Agesilaus. 5 
Thimbron had some success in plundering the ^ 
Persian possessions in the rich vale of Maeander ; >■ w. 
but he did not establish a better reputation for 
military ability than in his former command. 

Courage he possessed : but, tho a Spartan, he was 
a man of pleasure ; indulgent to his soldiers, c. e. •. a. 
careless of those for whose protection he and his 
soldiers were sent. Courage may be even 

mischievous 
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CHAP, mischievous in a general with deficient abilities. 

■ . It led Thimbron to extravagant contempt of an 

enemy not incapable of profiting from his error. 
Struthas, having observed the hasty and careless 
manner in which he often led small bodies to 
action or pursuit, sent a few horse to plunder 
the Grecian pessessions in the neighborhood. 
Thimbron was sitting at table, with the celebrated 
musician Thersander, when intelligence came, that 
the enemy he despised was thus insulting him. 
Immediately he rose ; and Thersander, expert in 
martial exercises, and an emulator of Spartan 
prowess, followed him. In his usual manner, 
without any previous care to have troops in 
readiness, he hastened, with the first he could 
collect, to chastize the plunderers. Struthas 
presently appeared, with a large body of horse in 
good order : the Greeks were overpowered, and 
Thimbron and Thersander killed. The rest of 
the Grecian army, advancing too late to support 
their improvident general, were tliai charged and 
broken. A few saved themselves in the neighbor- 
ing friendly towns ; but the greater part fell by 
the swords of the conquering Persians. 

This serious check stopped, for a time, the ap- 
parently ill-judged exertion of the Lacedsmonians 
in Asia. Meanwhile, in Europe, some accidental 
circumstances, and not any great design, led, or 
rather forced them, to carry their arms beyond 
Peloponnesus. * 

Such was the unfortunate implication of inte- 
rests, in the Grecian political system, that, unable 
ever or anywhere to give peace, which was its 

object, 
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object, that system had a constant tendency to sect. 
spread the flames of war. Calydon, a principal ■ 
town of .£tolia, had renounced its connection M ith hciT'' 4. 
the body of the .£tolian people, and made itself '• *• *• 
a member of the Achaian people, on the other 
side of the Corinthian gulf. We find here again 
something like that fiction of policy, by which wc 
have lately observed Corinth become a part of 
Argos. The Achaians however found the acqui- 
sition inconvenient ; for, to preserve it, they were 
obliged to keep a body of forces in Calydon, and 
sustain a war with the iEtolians. 


We have formerly seen the Acarnanians, after cii.io.sji. 
a course of successful warfare, generous at the " 
same time and prudent in granting tenns of peace 
to their defeated neighbors. From tliat period 
they had passed more than fifty years in so for- 
tunate an obscurity, as to offer, for the historian's 
notice, neither crime nor misfortune. They were 
now led again to step forward on the field of fame. 

The iEtolians, anxious to recover Calydon, and 
unable with their own force, solicited and obtained 
the good offices of their allies of Acamania. The 
Acarnanians had alliance with the Athenians and 


fi(EOtians,who readilyoontributed assistance against 
allies of Lacedaemon. Thus the Achaians became 


so pressed, as to be unable to preserve Calydon, 
unless they also could obtain assistance. They 
applied of cou^ to Lacedaemon ; but they found 
the Lacedaemonian administration little disposed 
to send a force beyond Peloponnesus. Thinking 
themselves ill-used, they remonstrated warmly. 

* Wherever the Lacedemonians required their Xfnopli. 

/ • 9 licl> Ja 4m 

‘services, 
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CHAP. ‘ services,’ they said, ‘ they always marched on the 
. . ‘ first summons ; and, without reciprocal assist- 

‘ ance in need, they could no longer abide by a 

* confederacy, the terms of which were so unequal. 
‘ Instead of any more sending forces to serve in 
‘ the Lacedsemonian armies, they must neces- 
‘ sarily employ their whole strength against their 
‘ own particular enemies, or make a separate 

* peace upon the best terms they could obtain.’ 
Xennph. This remonstrance had the desired eifect ; and 

the abilities of Agesilaus were in consequence to 
be employed in a war, whose object was, that the 
people of the obscure town of Calydon should be 
members of that branch of the Greek nation, 
called Achaians, and no . longer of that called 
^tolians. He led into Acarnania two moras of 
Lacedaemonians, with the whole strength of Achaia, 
and the contingents of all the other allies. No 
force that the Acarnanians could raise, was able 
to oppose him in the field. Terms of peace, which 
he offered, being refused, he made complete 
destruction of the country, as he went, but he 
advanced only ten or twelve furlongs a day. The 
Acarnanians were thus incouraged to bring their 
cattle, which had been driven far among the 
mountains, back again toward their best pastures, 
and to return themselves to tlie tillage of great 
c.6.».6. part of their lands. Agesilaus obtaining intelli- 
gence that almost the whole stock of the country, 
with numerous attending slaves, was collected on 
the .borders of a lake, about twenty miles firom 
his camp, by a hasty march, came upon it by 
surprize, and: took, elmost all. 


The 
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The proposed business of the nekt day was to sect, 
give rest to his troops, while he sold his captives ^ ■ 

to the slave-merchants, the common attendants He"!?, a 
of a Grecian army. Meanwhile the Acamanians “• *• 
assembled in great numbers, on the heights around 
his'camp. Less practised than the Peloponnesians, 
in the discipline of the heavy-armed, the Acar- 
nanians were remarkable, through Greece, for 
their expertness in the use of missile weapons; 
and they so annoyed the army of Agesilaus, within s- n- 
its lines, that they compelled him, when evening 
was already approaching, to move his camp to 
ground less commanded. After this experience, 
he was anxious, on the following day, to regain 
the plain. But he found the heights command- 
ing his way occupied; and the activity of his 
younger soldiers was in vain exerted to repel or 
deter the assaults, made or threatened from them. 

His small body of cavalry was equally inefficient, 
on ground so hilly and rough. Thus, through 
the usual deficiency of a Peloponnesian army 
in light troops, he was in no small danger from 
an enemy, who, in any number, would not stand 
the assault of almost the smallest detachment that 


he could send against them. Fortunately he dis- 
covered a better passage, which, tho guarded 
by the Acamanian heavy-armed, he resolved 
to force; and, not without difficulty, principally 
arising from the annoyance of missile weapons, 
he succeeded. 

Regaining thus, at length, the plain, he extended 
ravage on all sides. To gratify the Achai^s 
he assaulted some towns, but without success. 

VOL. VI. ¥ Autumn 
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CHAP. Autumn the* advancing, be proposed to quit the 
. country. The Achaians, dissatisfied that not a 
single town had been gained, either by force or 
persuasion, urged him to stay, so long at least as 
to prevent the Acamanians from sowing their 
winter grain. Such, in the deficiency of means 
for the attack of walls, was, yet in that age, 
among the modes of reducing an enemy to terms. 
Agesilaus however replied, ‘ that they mistook 
‘ their interest; for he intended to return next 
‘ summer ; and the enemy's solicitude for peace 
* would be exactly proportioned to their fear of 
‘ the destruction of a plentiful harvest.’ 

To regain Peloponnesus then for winter quar- 
ters, was a business not without difficulty and 
danger. The command of the isthmus was lost, 
as we have seen, by the retreat of Agesilaus 
himself, in the autumn of the former year, after 
his success at the Corinthian Peirseus, and the 
unfortunate action w'hich took place at the same 
xenopb. time near Lechaeum. An Athenian squadron, 
c ei &.I4. commanding the western seas, watched the passage 
from Calydon to Peloponnesus. No alternative 
remained but to march through the hostile country 
of iEtolia ; a country so strong by nature, that, 
says the historian, neither a great nor a small 
force can traverse it, against the goodwill of the 
warlike inhabitants. Agesilaus was skilful and 
fortnnate enough to induce them to acquiesce, by 
holding out the hope of recovering Naupactus, so 
long held by the Messenians. 

B.C.390. In the following spring the army was reassem- 
bled. The AcaruaniaBs, inforiped of (his, began 
1 to 
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to consider, says the historian, that as they had sect. 
no seaports, through which to obtain supplies, the , y- 
destruction of their harvest would produce all the Xfnopi,. 
evils of a blockade of their towns. They sent c. V s. t. 
therefore ministers to Lacedsmon, and a treaty' 
was concluded, which established peace for them 
with the Achaians; and, %vith the Lacedaemonians, 
that kind of alliance, familiar among (he Greeks, 
by which the forces of the inferior people were 
to march at the command of the superior. The 
Acarnanians, however, being not likely to be 
zealous allies, the principal point gained, by 
success in this little war, was the prevention of 
the secession of Achaia from the Lacedaemonian 


confederacy. 

This however was the more important, as an 
enemy already existed, within Peloponnesus, so 
powerful as to make it dangerous for the Lace- 
daemonians to send any large proportion of their 
forces beyond the peninsula : Attica and Bceotia 
had been secure through their alliance with Argos. 

It was resolved therefore now to carry an expe- 
dition into Argolis itself ; and the young king *. 2, 5 . 
Agesipolis, son of Pausanias, just of age, and 
highly ambitious of distinction, was appointed to 
the command. 


The army was ready to march, and the border- 
passing sacrifice had been declared propitious, 
when a herald arrived from Argos vrith a proposal 
of truce. The superstition of the young king, or 
of his council, was alarmed ; insomuch that he 
went to Olympia, to learn, from the oracle of 
Jupiter, if he might religions^ refuse a truce 
F 2 insidiously 
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CHAP, insidiously proposed : for it was notorious that no 
. sincere desire of peace had prompted the Argians, 
but the meer purpose of averting an invasion, 
which, with their single strength, they could not 
oppose, and of which intelligence had reached 
them too late to call in their allies. The god 
signified that the truce, iniquitously offered, might 
be religiously refused. Not even thus satisfied, 
Agesipolis proceeded to Delphi, and inquired of 
Apollo, ‘If he was of the same opinion with his 
‘ father.?’ Such, precisely, is the philosopher- 
historian’s expression. But this transaction, what- 
ever may appear ridiculous in it, shows the value 
of that union in religion, which obtained through 
the Greek nation. It was a beneficent supersti- 
tion, that could occasion but a pause about pro- 
secuting the ravages of war, and generally insure 
opportunity for treating about peace, 
xrnoph. Apollo, howcver, confirmed the opinion of 
•.7's.9.' Jupiter. Agesipolis then hastened to Phlius, 
where he found his army assembled, and he 
marched immediately, by the way of Nemea, into 
the-vale of Argos. On the first evening, during 
the usual libations after supper, an earthquake 
was felt. The Lacedsemonians, taking it as a 
favorable omen, sang the paean to Neptune, the 
supposed author of earthquakes ; but the allies 
were alarmed ; and, in justification of their fears, 
cii.i4.i.2. they observed that Agis, upon a similar occasion, 
of till* Hist, withdrawn his army from Eleia. Agesipolis, 

however, ably refuted their construction of the 
omen : ‘ Had they been but about to enter the 
' .enemy’s territory,’ he said, ‘ the earthquake 

‘ would 
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*' would have indicated the god’s prohibition of 

* the measure : being already entered, it declared 

* his approbation.’ 

The terrors of the army being thus quieted, 
a sacrifice was performed to Neptune, and then 
ravage was carried to the very gates of Argos ; 
which the Argians feared to open even to admit 
a body of Boeotian horse coming to .their assist- 
ance ; who would have been destroyed, as they 
stuck, in the historian’s phrase, like bats under 
the battlements, had not the Cretan bowmen of 
the Lacedaemonian army been accidentally absent. 
After plunder and destruction widely spred, the 
symptoms in a sacrifice deterred the proposed 
forti^ing of a post in the country, and Agesipolis, 
returning home with his booty, dismissed his army. 



SECTION VI. 

Affairs of Rhodes: Dipkridas Commaitder-in-chtef of the 
Lacedmmonians in Asia-, succeeded by Teleutias. An 
Athenian Fleet sent to Asia under Thrasybutus: Asiatic 
and Thracian Dominion recovered to Athens. Death of 
Thrasybtdus and Canon, Anaxibius Commander-in-chief of 
the Lacedeemonians in Asia, Iphierates of the Athenians 
Defeat and Death of Anaxibius. 

The destruction of the army under Thimbron, sect. 
while the abilities of Agesilaus were confined to . . 

the Acarnanian war, had checked the apparently B. €.391- 
ill-judged exertion of the Lacedaemonians in Asia. 

Sedition, arising from the incompatibility of 
interest of the wealthy and the poor, that great 
mover of Grecian domestic politics, again drew 
the attention of the government thither, and Asia 
F 3 was 
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CHAP. 

XXV. 


Xcnopli. 
Hel. 1. 4. 
c. 8. a. liO. 


was an inviting field for those who could obtain 
commands. 

That civil order, or, in one word of his own 
close and expressive language, better painting his 
object, that eunomy, which Strabo admired in 
the iland of Rhodes, when, in common with all 
surrounding countries, it held its government under 
patronage of the Roman empire, did not at this 
time fiorish there. The rich and the poor could 
not agree upon a form of government, which 
might inable them to hold their fine iland in 
independency, tho no forein power offered them 
violence. Incajmble of coalescing, and each 
beyond all things decided against submissimi to 
the other, each solicited subjection to a fordn 
authority. After the conclusion of the Peldpon* 
nesian war, the Many had for some time rested 
under the government of the Few, everywhere 
patronized by the conquering people. But, when 
the Lacedemonian interest in Asia was suddenly 
overthrown, when Athens again became a name 
among the Grecian powers, and an Athenian 
admiral commanded the seas, whether from 
ambition of chiefs or sufferings of the people, or 
both together, civil contest arose; the democratical 
party forming connection with Athens, obtained 
the superiority ; and all the men of higher rank 
were expelled. Lacedtemon, of course, became 
their refuge. The Lacedtemonian administration 
thought it important to prevent such an accession, 
as that of all Rhodes, to the Athenian dominion ; 
and so little was apprehended from the fleet lately 
so fomiidable under ConoA, that eight triremes 

were 
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were supposed sufficient for the purpose. But sect. 
the intelligence, on which this judgement was . Y' - 
formed, appears to have been very defective; for B.c.391. 
the Rhodians themselves possessed twice the 
number of ships of war ; so that the Lacedsemb- 
nian squadron, having reached the port of Cnidus, c. s. •. n. 
in want of an object to which its strength was 
equal, remained mostly there. 

When it was resolved, at Lacedmmon, to keep 
a squadron on the Asiatic station, it was re- 
solved also to send an officer to take the 
command by land in Asia Minor, who might 
collect the broken relics of Thimbron’s army, 
preserve the towns yet disposed to the Lacedae- 
monian interest, and prosecute war against 
Struthas. This command was committed to 
Diphridas; who, tho unsupported by any force 
from Peloponnesus, yet by his activity in business, 
civil and military, with assistance from the plea- 
santness of his manners, restored, in a considerable *?• 
degree, the Lacedaemonian affairs in Asia. In 
several towns the Lacedmmonian interest was 
revived or confirmed, aod a fortunate incident 


gave means for raising an efficient military force ; 

Tigranes, with his wife, the daughter of Struthas, 
was made prisoner ; and a large sum being raised 
by their ransom, Diphridas used it to raise a 
body of mercenaries, which he found means also 
to maintain. 

In the following year, the Lacedsmonian b.C.39o“- 
administration, earnest to recover Rhodes, ordered ^ 

Teleutias, 

• This and the preceding are Dodwell’s dates, made out 
from circiunatances in Xenophon’s narrative. 


F 4 
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XXV. 

Xeo. Hf]. 
]. 4. c. 6. 
|.fS. 


Xenoph. 
Hel. I. 4. 
c. 8. 5.S5. 
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Teleutias, brother of Agesilaus, to pass, with lus 
squadron, from the Corinthian gulph to Asia, and 
take the command^gn-chief. Thus reinforced, the 
Asiatic fleet consisted of twenty-seven ships, with 
which Teleutias- was proceeding from the station 
at Cnidus to Rhodes, when he fell in with an 
Athenian squadron often, and took all. Xenophon 
remarks an inconsistency in the measures of both 
parties on this occasion. The Athenians, in actual 
alliance with Persia, or, at least, with the western 
satraps, had sent that squadron to assist Evagoras 
king of Cyprus, against Persia; and the Lace- 
dtemonians, at actual war with Persia, intercepted 
that squadron going to light against their enemies. 
But what seems principally to deserve notice, is 
the evidence afforded of the weakness and dis- 
traction of the Persian councils, in consequence 
of which that vast empire submitted to insults, 
on all sides, from the little Grecian republics. If 
they sought its alliance, they sought it through 
insults and injuries; and, in the actual injoyment 
of great advantages from its alliance obtained, still 
they did not refrain from insults and injuries. 

' The usual activity of the Athenians was exdted 
by the loss of their ships, and by the apprehension 
that the Lacedaemonians might recover the domi- 
nion of the sea. A fleet of forty triremes was 
committed to the orders of Thrasybulus. That 
able and experienced officer, pressing his way to 
Rhodes, found Teleutias there. The Rhodian re- 
fugees held a post in the iland, which he had for- 
t^edfis^ them. With some assistance from him 
they had ventut;ed a battle, but were defeated, and 
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the democratical party commanded the country, sect. 
Thrasybulus therefore, finding them thus able to 
support themselves, and having tried in vain to 
bring Teleutias to action, proceeded to the Hel- 
lespont. Hostilities had arisen between Amadocus, 
or Medocus paramount soverein of the Odry- 
sian Thracians, and Seuthes, the prince restored, 
through the assistance of the Cyreian Greeks, to 
the command of the country bordering on the 
Propontis. He effected a reconciliation between 
them, and, by forming an alliance with both for the 
Athenian commonwealth, he added considerably 
to the importance of the Athenian patronage for 
the Grecian towns on the Thracian coast. He 
proceeded then to Byzantium, ai^ restored the 
collection of the toll, formerly imposed by the 
Athenians, of a tenth of the value of the cargo Xonopli. 
of all vessels passing the Bosporus Seemingly ***8 !,’ 27. 
this should not have been a measure very 
agreeable to the Byzantines, who might naturally 
enough think themselves best intitled to such a 
tax collected there ; but, among the Greeks, when 

party- 

** In the Hellenics ve find the name 'written Amadocus, in 
the Anabasis always Medocus, which is the orthography 
that Diodorus has followed, 1. 4. c. 95. 

” AwiMo ref rSf ix roV llorrev vAioirrvf, — Decu- 

mam, e Ponto navigantibus impositam, publicanis vendit — 

Decimas eorum quae e Ponto veherentur, iwiMo, locavit, 
scilicet, publicanis. Hesychius : iwtMo, Ex^iJofoti, 

autem, apud Herodotum, idem quod Tho 1 have 

not on all occasions perfect faith in Hesychius, for explana- 
tions relating to the age of Xenophon, yet I believe these 
may be nearly right. I should however have been glad of 
more explanation on the subject from Xenophon himself. He 
indeed mentions the thing again in other words, rather confirm- 
ing these interpretations, presently after. — ii riJf « too 

nitiw Sf Iw A6iiF«Wr. s. 31.— venditam 

ab Atheniensibus esse rerum e Ponto vectarum decumam. 
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CHAP, party- views interfered, the general interest of the 
commonwealth was little considered. Thrasybulus 
abolished the oligatchal government, established 
in Byzantium by the Lacedsemonians, and restored 
democracy. With the democratical party, there- 
fore, thus become the ruling party, the Athenian 
name was highly popular ; and in the first moments 
of joy, anything was borne from their benefactors. 
If indeed a general judgement is to be formed 
from the accounts given even by Xenophon, the 
friend and admirer of Lacedaemon, of the conduct 
of some of the Lacedaemonian governors upon 
some occasions, it was not wonderful that po- 
pularity should attach in the moment to any 
change*^ Tl^asybulus had similar success at 
Chalcedon. The other Grecian towns, on the 
Asiatic shore, were alreddy in the interest of 
Athens, as the ally of Persia, or of the satrap in 
whose province they lay, excepting only Abydus, 
where at present nothing invited his endevors. 

His next attention therefore was given to the 
large and rich Hand of Lesbos ; large among the 
Hands of the .£gean, but scanty to form a state 
sufficing for its own protection. The Lesbians 
nevertheless had no notion of coalescing under 
one government. Four, five, or six towns, affected 
each its separate sovereinty. Mitylene, the most 
populous and powerful, w'as attached to the 
Athenian interest ; all the others to the Laceds- 
monian; and in Methymne, the next in power to 

Mitylene, 

** Plutarch mentionB it as a popular saying in Greece, 
(viz. Agesil. v. 3 . p. 1107.) that the Lacedaemonians col* 
lectively, were the better men, but the Athenians 

individu^y It was with individual in command that 

the colonies had mostiv to do. 
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Mitylene, a Lacedaemonian harmost resided. But se ct. 
refugees from all were uiiceasingly watching . . 

opportunities for restoring themselves. On these 
circumstances Thrasybulus founded the project of 
bringing the whole Hand into the interest, and, in 
effect, under the dominion of Athens. He was 
well received in Mitylene ; and, by holding out 
the hope that all Lesbos might be reduced under 
their dominion, he ingaged the Mitylenaeans to 
march with him against Methymne. The refugees 
from the other towns were induced to join him, 
by the hope, otherwise desperate, of restoration 
to their country. The Lacedaemonian governor, 
venturing an action with him, was defeated and 
killed. Some of the towns then surrendered, and Xcnoph. 
the plunder of the lands of the rest served for 
present pay to the victorious army. 

The dominion, or the influence, w'hich Athens 
formerly held over that large part of the Greek 
nation which was settled in the ilands, on the 
Asiatic coast, and on the Hellespontine shores as 
far as the Euxine, was now in great proportion 
recovered. Abydus, yet held by Dercyllidas, and 
the few Ionian towns that Diphridas had been 
able to preserve to the Lacedsemonian interest, 
were the principal exceptions. After these im- 
portant services done, it remained still for Thra- 
sybulus to accomplish what was the particular ob- 
ject of his instructions, in leading the armament 
from Athens. Having therefore passed the winter 
in Lesbos *♦, he was anxious in spring to get to B.C.389. 

Rhodes 

•* We find Xenophon still deficient in marking dates ; but 
the Uborious ingenuity of Dodwell has again here, 1 think, 

been 
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CHAP. Rhodes as early as possible, bat to get there 
. . prepared in the most effectual manner to meet 

such a commander as Teleudas. Money, which 
the treasury of his republic could not supply, must 
be obtained to support his armament. On that 
curious subject, the collection of tax or tribute 
from those numerous self-governed towns, over 
which the patronage of Athens extended, or the 
fear of its arms operated, tho it frequently occurs 
to mention, we do not find, among antient writers, 
Xen.Hei. the explanation that might be wished. Thrasy- 
bulus, after receiving money from many other 
*■ towns, proceeded to Aspendus on the river Eury- 
medon, the scene of the celebrated double victory 
of Cimon over the Persians. The Aspendians had 
• already paid a contribution, when some irregu- 
larities, committed by the troops, so exasperated 
them, that they attacked the Athenian naval camp 
by night, and Thrasybulus was killed in his tent. 

Such was the end of a man of no common 
merit, tried on various occasions; in seditions 
among fellowcitizens, in commands against com- 
mon enemies, and proved, in them all, for honesty 
and true patriotism, at least after Aristeides and 
Cimon, the most unequivocal character among 
the numerous superior men that Athens had to 
that time produced. But, in Athens, no character 
could escape the licentious calumny of those who’ 
made accusation a trade; and, among the re- 
maining orations of Lysias, we find Thrasybulus 

involved* 

been successful. Contrary to Diodorus, he has assigned the 
departure of Thrasybulus from Athens to about mi^ummer 
of the year B. C. 390 ; his departure from Lesbos, in which; 
he agrees with Diodorus, to spring B. C. 389. 
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involved in a charge of peculation. Certaiidy the sect. 
mode used by the Athenians, of extorting revenue . . 

with an armed force, gave the tax-gathering 
generals great opportunity for sinister practices : 
but then it opened unbounded opportunity for 
calumnious imputation, difficult for the clearest 
probity to refute ; because, to prove honesty, a 
negative must be proved. Xenophon appears to 
have had no partiality for Thrasybulus : in party 
indeed they were rather opposite ; but, in relating 
his death, he speaks his panegyric : ‘ Such,’ he 
says, ‘ was the end of Thrasybulus, a man of the 
‘ highest estimation**;’ a concise, yet perhaps 
a completer eulogy than,, in all his remaining 
works, we find bestowed upon any other political 
character, excepting only his particular friend and • 
patron Agesilaus. 

To the loss of this great man was added that of noc.PaiifK. 

. ° . . P- *70. l. 1 . 

Conon, of whose fate we have nothing certain pro 
after his imprisonment by Teribazus ; but it seems 
most probable that he escaped from confinement, 
reached the iland of Cyprus, where he had large 
property, and died there *®. 

As 

So I think the import of the Greek phrase may most 
fairly be given in our language , — ^okus uitnp iyaGo? slwan — 
which the Latin translator has rendered perhaps as nearly 
as the Latin language would admit,— maxima virtute viri. 

Cornelius Nepos’s eulogy of Thrasybulus seems the same 
expression amplified in translation : Si per se virtus sine 
fprtuna ponderanda sit, dubito an hunc(Thrasybulum) primum 
omni um ponam. I Hi sine dubio, neminem praefero ; iide, 
constantia, magnitudine animi, in patriam ainore. 

The biographer Nepos says that, according to some 
reports, Conon was carried into the kin^ s presence, and was 
put to death, or died, in Upper Asia ; but that, according to 
the. historian Dinon, in his opinion the best authority for 

Persian • 
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CHA p. As no Others perhaps could have raised Athens, 

^ XEV. ^ gfDiQ foioj to that degree of strength and splendor, 
which she had already recovered, so none pos- 
sessed the means of Thrasybulus and Conon, 
whether by abilities and experience, or by interest 
and influence among Grecian states and forein 
powers, still to promote her progress to empire. 

Xenoph. The Lacedsemonians nevertheless were alanned 

c. a i. 31. what had been alreddy done, and especially at 
the recovery of the command of the Bosporus, 
and of the toll collected there. Dercyllidas, who 

5 . 38 . had remained in hia government of Abydus, 
without a force sufficient for effectual operation 
against Thrasybulus, was, perhaps, while the 
affairs of Greece required the presence of 
Agesilaus, the fittest man that Sparta could 
furnish for the Asiatic command. But the interest 

of 

Persian affairs, he escaped from confinement. It is something 
remarkable, Uiat none of the extant cotemporary writers 
mention the death of so illustrious a man. Xenophon relates 
his imprisonment, and there leaves him. A licentious Latin 
translation seems to have led some to quote Isocrates as 
asserting that he was put to death by the Persians — Kswra 
fth— iwt dafsTof cvfAeXttf — (Paneg. p. s68. t. 1.) 

which, apparently for the sake of a rounder period than an 
exact version would reddily have allowed, is rendered by 
Auger, Cononem comprehtfuwn intttficere anti sunt. The 
meaning appears to me to be no more than that they seized 
him wiA the purpose of putting him to death ; and as the 
completion of the purpose is not expressed, it seems implied 
that it did not follow. From Lysias we learn that the large 
property of Conon in Cyprus wb 4 disposed of, after his 
in conformity to a written will which he left, (Lys. pro bon. 
Aristoph. p. 155. vel 638.) and it seems in some degree' 
impli^, in the same passage, that he died there. The 
omission of all mention of his death, after noticing his impri- 
sonment, seems to mark that Xenophon knew nothing of hisi 
having been put to death by the Persians, and it is not 
likely that he would have remained uninfonned of such a. 
circumstance. 
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of Anaxibius prevailed with the ephors. He sailed sect. 
with only three triremes and no troops, but he was 
furnished with levy motaey for a thousand men. hTl 4. 

To supply the lost abilities of Thrasybulus and '• •• *• 
Conon, Iphicrates now stood foremost among the 
Athenian officers. It is an important, tho, for 
the modern reader, an over concise passage of 
Xaiophon, in which he mentions that Iphicrates, 
while commanding in Peloponnesus, put to death 
some Corinthians, for their zeal for the connec- 
tion with Argos ; a violence of which the united 
republics took no farther notice than to dismiss 
him and his troops, with the pretence of having 
no farther need of them. 

Hie appointment of a new commander from s. 34 
Lacedsemon, with an increased force, to act in 
the Hellespont, induced the Athenians to send 
Iphicrates thither, with eight triremes and twelve 
hundred targeteers. Desultory expeditions, for 
the collection of booty, for some time employed 
both generals. A proposal to revolt at length 
coming to Anaxibius from a party in Antandrus, 
he led thither the greater part of his force, con- 
sisting of Abydenes, mercenaries', and the Lace- 
daemonian governors, with their followers, who 
had taken refuge in Abydus with Dercyllidas. 
Iphicrates, informed of this movement, crossed 
the Hellespont in the night, landed on the Asiatic 
shore, and, directing his march toward Cremaste, 
on the highlands of Ida, where, says Xenophon, s. 37, 
were the goldmines of the Antandrians, he took 
a station commodious for intercepting the La- 
cedaemonians on their return. His squadron 

hastened 
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CHAP, hastened back to Sestos, and, at daybreak, accord- 
■ . ing to orders given, moved up the Hellespont 

toward the Propontis. It was seen^ from the 
Asiatic shore, holding that course and the feint 
completely deceived Anaxibius ; who, in the per- 
suasion tW Iphicrates was' gone on some expe- 
Xenoph. dition to the northward, marched in full security. 

S8. He DO sooner saw the Atheaian mikntiy, so well 
was the ambuscade planned, than he saw his own 
defeat inevitable. With the reddy and hrm con- 
ciseness of a Spartan, addressing his people, he 
said, * It will be proper for me to die here: 

' hasten you to save yourselves, before the, enemy 
‘ is upon you.’ Taking then his shield from his 
shield-bearer, and, being joined by twelve of the 
expelled Lacedaemonian governors, they fought 
on the spot till all were killed. This testimony, 
to the remaining vigor of the institutions of 
Lycurgus, is the more remarkable, as Xenophon, 
in doing justice to the bravery of Anaxibius, 
appears to have been very far from having had 
either personal regard for him, or esteem for his 
character*’. The rest of the army, flying, was 
pursued, with considerable slaughter, to the very 
walls of Abydus. 

" Dercyllidas appears to have been much the friend of 
Xenophon, who seems to have thought him ill used by the 
appointment of Anaxibius to supeis^e him. By Anaxibius 
himself, when he had before the command in the Hellespont, 
Xenophon had been, as we have seen, extremely ill-treated. 

It is observable, that he mentions the impiety of Anaxibius, 
shown in his contempt of augury, as among me causes of his 
catastrophe. 
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SECTION VII. 

Freebootittg war of the JEginetans against Jttica: Siege of 
^gina. Lacedoetnnnian Public Revenue. Connection of 
Athens vith Cyprus. Teleutias Commander on the Grecian 
coast: Antalcidas C-mmander in Asia, and again Ambas- 
sador from Lacediemon to the Satrap of Lydia. Able 
conduct of Antaietdas, in military command and in negotia- 
tion. 'i 're.dty concluded between Lacedemon and Persia, and 
Peace dictated to Greece by the Lacedemoman Government, 
in the King of Persia's name, commonly called The Peace of 
Antalcidas. 

W HiLE Athens B'as recovering empire beyond the sect. 

^gefui, she was suffering at home those evils of 

predatory war, to which, in the scantiness of their 
territories, the most powerful of the Grecian 
republics were always liable. Hitherto commer- xtuopi,. 
cial intercourse between Athens and ALgina, tho j'; i; 
.®gina was of the Lacedaimonian alliance, had 
not been interrupted ; the Lacedaemonians them- 
selves, in the desire of finding opportunity to 
divide the formidable confederacy that o})posed 
thw’m, having been cautious of carrying hostility 
directly against Attica. But since a naval war 
was begun, in Avhich the Athenians of course 
took the lead, such caution w'as laid aside ; the 
iEginetans were incouraged to infest the Attic 
trade and pillage the coast, and JEgina became 
again ‘ the eyesore of Peira*us.’ 

Distressed by this annoyance, the Athenians s. *. 
sent Pamphilus, with ten triremes and a body of 
heavy-armed, to besiege .^gina. Teleutias hap- 
pened to be in the neighborhood, collecting tri- 
bute among the Hands. For notwithstanding their 
VOL. VI. G professions 
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CHAP, professions of total disinterestedness during the 
. i Peloponnesian war, the Lacedsemonians had now 
avowedly, and indeed not without necessity, 
abandoned that system, and followed the example 
of Athens in raising a public revenue. According 
Diod. 1 . 14. to Diodorus, after the Peloponnesian war, they 
^ collected a thousand talents, perhaps near two 

hundred and fifty thousand pounds, yearly, which 
he seems to have considered as a great exaction. 
On the approach of the Lacedeemonian fleet the 
Athenian squadron retired, but the siege of .£gina 
by land was still continued. The season of the 
annual change of commanders occurring soon after, 
Xeiioph. Hierax , the s uccessor of Teleutias in the command- 

«. 1 . ». 3 . in-chief, led the greater part of the fleet to Rhodes, 
• leaving only twelve triremes under Gorgopas, who, 
with that small force, so blockaded the Athenian 
troops, that they suffered and risked more than 
the .^ginetans, whom they were besieging. An 
••5- exertion of the Athenian government relieved 
them, by reconveying them to Attica; But, im- 
mediately as the jEginetans were thus set at 
liberty, depredation was renewed on the Attic 
shores, with increased sedulity and vigor. A squa- 
dron of thirteen triremes was therefore appointed, 
under the command of Eunomus, to guard the 
i. 8. p. coast. By a surprize in the night, ably conducted, 
Gorgopas took four, and compelled the rest to 
seek shelter in the harbour of Peireeus. 

We cannot refuse our admiration to the activity 
and spirit of enterprize of the Athenian govern- 
ment, which, amid these distresses at home, could 
direct its attention to the eastern end of the 

Mediterranean, 
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Mediterranean, and, while Attica was so pressed, 
could resolve to send succours to a distant ally, 
a meritorious all}^ indeed, Evagoras, tyrant of 
Salamis in Cyprus. We find, among antient and 
modern writers (tho the coteraporary historian is 
not in the number) lofty eulogy on the mutual 
friendship, the magnanimous friendship, -of the 
Athenian people and Evagoras ; uninterrupted 
in various fortune, and in a length of years. 
Declamation, rather than reason, seems to have 
been thought fittest to give credit to such mutual 
sentiments, tho the connection certainly .sub- 
sisted, between a despot and a anultitude. Hm 
political connections have commonly their real 
source in mutual wants ; and wc are not wholly 
without information of those which produced, and 
maintained, the friendship between the Athenian 
democracy and the tyrant of Salamis**’ Athens 
had a population which the scanty produce of its 
own barren and narrow territory with cullivalion 
committed of late years, almost intircly to slaves, 
could not feed. Its nearest resource was Eubcea ; 
its greatest the shores of the Euxine. Hut, in 
w^ars so frequent and almost continual among the 
Greeks, the hazard for heavy trading-shi|)s, of 

threading 

* Valuable information no doubt may be gathered from 
that oration of Isocrates, intitled I'he Encomium of Evagoriei, 
which is said to have been written for the funeral of the 
Salaminian prince. It is however not by taking ingenious 
panegyric in the lump, but by sifting it, by comparing it 
with information remaining from other, especially rotcin- 
porary, writers, by observing its connection with the course 
of events, and its consistency with known facts, and with tlie 
temper of mankind and of the age, that the truly valuable is 
to be discovered and ascertained. 
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‘CHAP, threading the Bosporus and the Hellespont, and 
V . then winding their way among the ilands of the 
^gean, was so great, that supplies from that 
plentiful country would be precarious, and other 
resources desirable. From Cyprus the navigation 
to Athens might be open, when that from the 
Euxine was precluded ; and a cotemporary orator 
Amioc. dc informs us of one occasion, when Athens, pressed 
cii >. 8. by dearth and apprehension of famine, looked 
of tins Hut. pj.jj,(.jpg^||y jQ Cyprus for relief. Probably the 

service to the Athenian people, which procured 
Evagoras the honor of being admitted to the 
freedom of the city, consisted in supplying them 
with corn, in the last years of the Peloponnesian 
w'ar. Such a benefit would be likely to make 
impression on the Many ; to win their favor, and 
ingage their attachment, even to a tyrant; while 
their leaders, more particularly connected with 
him, would know how to esteem the connection 
which inabled them to minister to the wants of 
the Many, their tools and masters. On the other 
hand, for Salamis, Athens was a valuable market ; 
and to Evagoras, pressed by the control of Persia, 
at the discretion of its satraps, sometimes threaten- 
ing his safety, always checking his ambition, every 
alliance, founded on mutual interest, and espe- 
cially that of a maritime power like Athens, would 
be highly valuable. 

Induced by such considerations, with perhaps 
others less indicated by antient writers, the 
\tn. Hci. Athenian government resolved that a considerable 
1 10I.13. force should pass to Cyprus, and the advantageous 
choice was made of Chabrias, one of the first 

military 
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military characters of his active age, for the sect. 
command. But that Attica might be safe while a 
large part of its force was on distant service, the 
armament was directed first to the repression of 
the annoyance suffered from .®gina. Chabrias 
landed on that Hand; an action insued; Gorgopas 
was killed, and such slaughter was made of his 
troops and seamen, that, for some time, the Attic 
coast and navigation, in' the cotemporary historian’s 
expression, were unmolested as in peace. 

The Lacedajmonian revenue, notwithstanding 
the tribute collected, w'as evidently scanty for the 
expence of a naval w’ar; a deficiency to which, 
apparently in a great degree, must be attributed 
the narrow and desultory exertion by land. After 
the blow in iEgina, the surviving crews refused to 
obey the orders of Eteonicus, who succeeded y*,' ' 
Gorgoj)as in the command, because he had no 
pay for them. The resource of the Laceda’imoniun 
government was in the personal character of 
Teleutias. Not raised to fame by any achieve- 
ment of extraordinary splendor, Teleutias had the , ^ 

merit of attaching, in a singular degree, the 
affection and esteem of those who served under 
him. On his arrival to take the command from 
Eteonicus, joy pervaded the armament. Assem- 
bling the soldiers and seamen, ‘ 1 bring no ])ay 
‘ with me,’ he said, ‘ but, God willing, and you 
‘ assisting, I will endevor that you shall not want. 

‘ You know that, when I commanded before, my 
‘ door was always open to any who desired to 
‘ speak with me, and so it shall be now. tV’heti 
* you have plenty, you shall find me well sup- 

G 3 ‘ plied ; 
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* plied ; but when you see me bearing cold and 
‘ heat and watching, you must expect in these 
‘ also to have your share.- You have, I know, 
‘ deserved the reputation of brave men. It will 
‘ be your business now to increase that reputation. 
‘ We must labor together, that we may injoy 
‘ together; and what is more gratifying than to 
‘ procure our subsistence by our arms, without 
‘ flattering any man, Greek or barbarian, for 
‘ pay? Plenty at the enemy’s expence is at the 
‘ same time wealth and glory.’ He was answered 
with a universal shout, ‘ Command, and we will 
‘ obey!' 

Teleutias resolved immediately to use this 
ready zeal. He ordered all aboard in the evening, 
with one day's provision ; and crossing the gulph, 
to within a mile of the harbour of Peiraeus, waited 
for daybreak. With his small squadron, only 
twelve triremes, he then pushed into the port. 
A force more than sufficient to overwhelm him 


was there, but not a ship in a state for action. 
The surprize was as complete as he had foreseen 
or could wish. Such triremes as fell readily wi thin 
his reach he rendered unserviceable ; many laden 
merchant-ships he towed away ; and some of his 
crews, leaping ashore, surrounded some seafaring 
and mercantile men, and forced them aboard, 
s. 19. prisoners. Alarm spred rapidly among the inha- 
bitants : those within doors ran out to inquire what 
the disturbance w'as ; those without, as where 
defence (not the business meerly^ of a garrison) 
was the near interest of all, hastened in for their 
arms ; while some ran to the city to communicate 

the 
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the intelligence ; and shortly all Athens, horse and sect. 
foot came down, in the apprehension that the . 
port was already in the enemy’s possession. 

Meanwhile Teleutias, sending away his prizes, Xenopii. 
under convoy of four triremes for .^glna, with "rt. w. 
the rest of his squadron coasted Attica southward. 
Numerous fishing vessels, with some passage-boats, 
from the ilands, concluding that a squadron from 
Peiraeus must be Athenian, fell into his hands, 
without attempting flight. At Sunium he cap- 
tured several trading ships, some laden with corn, 
some with other merchandize. Directing then his 
course to .Slgina, and there selling his prizes, he •• *i- 
gave his crews a month's pay in advance, and 
quickly his complements, which he had found 
deficient, were filled with volunteers ; and he had 
a squadron as zealous in the service and orderly 
as it had lately been backward and mutinous. 

But when a naval force, without which their 
own territory must always be insecure, could not 
be maintained and brought into action u ithout the 
singular ability and popularity, and perhaps too 
the good fortune, of a Teleutias ; when, after great 
victories by land, they had scarcely advanced a 
step against thdr enemies, even in Europe ; and, 
in Asia and the ilands, the extensive command' 
which devolved to them by the e:rtinction of the 
empire of Athens, was nearly f>assed away ; the 
Lacedaemonians were aw'are that their resources 
were unequal to break a league of half Greece 
against them, assisted with money from Persia : 
they found that a war to pull down the once 
widely dreaded power of Athens, and a war to 

a 4 maintain 




Xenoph. 
Hcl. I. b. 
c. 1. s. 


*. 6 & 2 «. 
B.C.388. 

ni 9 7 X 
Ul. ^ -p. 


88 HlSTOBt OF GREECe. 

maintain their own power, now become little leas 
invidious, were very differently considered by those 
whose support was necessary to them ; and that, 
after recalling their able and successful commander 
from Asia, not only their authority among the 
Grecian states of their alliance, but even the 
safety of their own territory, was precarious. 

Under this pressure, looking around for means 
of relief, there were circumstances affording hope 
that negotiation with Persia might be attempted 
with advantage, and the resolution was taken to 
make the trial. Teribazus, who had shown a 
disposition so friendly to them, was returned to 
the chief command in Asia Minor; and the hostile 
Phamabazus, honored with the gift of the king’s 
daughter in marriage, w as gone from his satrapy 
to the capital. At the same time, in consequence 
of successful negotiation at Syracuse and among 
the Italian states, a powerful reinforcement to the 
fleet was expected; which might inable Lace- 
dajmon to treat upon more equal terms, than if 
excluded from the seas, and sinking under her 
enemies arms. Antalcidas, who had successfully 
conducted the former negotiation with Teribazus, 
was the person who stood forward for the manage- 
ment of the business, or whom the administration, 
and apparently the public voice, called for. 
Beside his interest in Lacedaemon, which appears 
to have been powerful, not only the favor he had 
acquired with Teribazus, but his connection of 
hospitality with Ariobarzanes, who governed the 
Hellespontine satrapy in the absence of Phama- 
bazus, strongly recommended him ; and he was 

appointed, 
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appointed, at the same time, commander-in-chief sect. 
in Asia, and ambassador to the Persian govern- . 
ment. 


Arriving at Ephesus in autumn, Antalcidas B.C.388 
sent the fleet, consisting of twenty-five triremes, xwuia 
under his vice-admiral Nicolochus, to oppose 
Iphicrates in the Hellespont. He went himself 
immediately to wait upon Teribazus, whom he 
found not only disposed, to Lacedaemon and to 
himself, in the same fnendly manner as before, 
but furnished with authority from his court to 
ingage in even offensive alliance, for the purpose 
of compelling the confederated republics to accede 
to terms of peace, which had been settled in the 
Persian cabinet**. Returning then to Ephesus, 
the satrap accompanied him’®. There intelligence s. 7 it 2- 
came to them that Iphicrates, having collected 
all the scattered naval force of the Athenians in 


the neighborhood of the Hellespont, to the number 
of thirty-two triremes, blockaded Nicolochus in 
the harbour of Abydas ; and it was to be feared 
that the squadron, daily expected from Syracuse 
and Italy to assist the Laceda'monians, would be 
intercepted. Upon this Antalcidas hastened by 

land 


**----- jSafftXtae, il /ih eliMiit Ahnetiu kcu ii 

^^ 0 ’Oai Tjj fifipyy wTof iXiyir. Upon a comparison 
of this passage with that where Teribazus was last before 
mentioned, the meaning of the historian appears 1 think 
clearly that given in the text : but the incomplete connection 
and deficient explanation in many parts of the Grecian annrils, 
show that the work never had the author's finishing hand. 

O fjLtif fxila ^Ihe lJi^t(^riaJ^ 

has omitted to mention whether Antalcidas went to wait 
upon 1 eribazus. The Latin translator seems to have under- 
stood it to be in Upper Asia ; but 1 rather think the word 
xaliCtj means no more than that Teribazus came doivn to the 
coast with Antalcidas, probably from bardis. 
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CHAP, land to Abydus. By a stratagem he took eight 
. . triremes, coming from the Thracian coast to 

reinforce Iphicrates. He was soon after joined 
by twenty from Sicily and Italy. Collecting then 
the naval force of all the Ionian towns, over w liich 
the influence of Teribazus extended, and, through 
the friendship of Ariobarzanes, receiving some 
even from the iEolian, which would rather have 
gone to reinforce the enemy, had Phamabazus 
remained in the satrapy, he was at the head of a 
fleet of above eighty triremes. The Athenians 
were utterly unable to contend with this force : 
the Lacedaemonians commanded the seas; and 
the Athenian authority, trade, and revenue, in 
the Hellespontine countries, ceased. 

. Antalcidas, possessing means thus for conquest, 
persevered nevertheless in his purpose of making 
peace; and the temper of the principal belligerent 
republics, which had felt severely the pressure of 
war, at this time favored his purpose. The 
xenopii. Athenians, seeing tlie command of the sea de« 
**!.’ s. 26. cidedly gone from them, and the king, from theirs, 
become the enemy’s ally, fearing a second siege 
of Athens itself, and in the meantime unable to 
protect their territory against the ravage even of 
iEginetan privateers, were earnest for peace. 
Even the Lacedaemonians, employed, in some 
towns, in guarding against the danger of forein 
assault, in others in the more irksome service of 
obviating sedition and preventing revolt; a whole 
mora in Lechaeum and another in Orchomenus, 
while Coring was a constant and most harassing 
object of contest ; tired of continual calls to these 

and 
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and similar duties, were little allured by the pros- sect. 
pect of conquest beyond the iEgean. Still more 
the Argians, distressed by repeated ravage of their 
rich territory, more exposed than any others of 
the confederacy to a repetition of the evil, and 
without a fleet to revenge, or transmarine posses- 
sions whence to supply themselves, had more 
than others occasion for peace. The Boeotians 
only remained, less solicitous to put an end to 
a Avar, from which latterly they had less suffered, 
but which they could not support alone. 

The proposal however for peace Avas not made 
in a manner the most creditable to Laccdajmon, 
or likely to be very gratifying to the Greek nation. 

It came from Teribazus, in the form of a rcqui- 

.... \. . . ^ ^ IIH. I. b. 

sition, for a congress of ministers from all the « >■ '^7. 
belligerent republics, Avhich might be disposed to 
accede to terms of peace, to be offered by the 
king. Nevertheless all sent their ministers. The B.C.-sae." 
congress being oiiened, Teribazus produced a spring.' 
rescript from the king, showed the royal signet, 
and then red thus : ‘ Artaxerxes the king holds it •V'”!*'’* 

^ llrl. I. *). 

‘ just, That all cities on the continent of Asia c. i. i.ss. 

‘ belong to his dominion, together Avith the Hands 
‘ of Clazomenm and Cyprus ; and that all other 
‘ Grecian cities, little and great, be independent, 

‘ except that the ilands of Lemnus, Imbrus, and 
' Scirus, remain, as of old, under the dominion of 
‘ Athens. If any refuse these terms, against such 
‘ I will join in w’ar with those Avho accept them, 

‘ and 

” Polybius (1. 1. p. 7.) and .Strabo (1. 6. p. 287.) say, that 
the peace of Antalcidas was made in the 19th year after ihe 
battle of Aigospotami; and this has been tlie canon to which 
Dodwell has accommodated his dates. 
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CHAP. ‘ and give my assistance, by land and by sea, with 
■ ‘ ships and .with money’*.’ 

However strange this dictatorial address, from 
a Persian governor to the Greek nation, may 
appear to those whose ideas of the Grecian spirit 
of independency have been drawn from declaimers 
under the Roman empire, yet, from cotemporary 
writers, it does not seem that the general mind 
was greatly shocked by it. Evidently however the 
Greeks had no reason to fear, and did not fear, 
the Persian military power. Persia was incom- 
parably weaker than in the reign of Xerxes, and 
Greece united would have been stronger. Per- 
haps indeed there never existed, at any period, a 
nation so superior in military force to the rest 
of the world, as that assemblage of little military 
commonwealths at tliis time was, could they have 
been firmly united. But, tho incapable of steddy 
union, they had felt severely the inconveniences 
of discord, and of that unfailing source of discord, 
the separate independency of every city. Nothing 
but the fear of greater, and indeed of the greatest 
evils, could have produced the submissive attach- 
ment of the smaller republics to Athens or Lace- 
daemon ; w'hile even those commanding cities 
found perpetual uneasiness, from an authority 
which they could neither quietly hold nor safely 
abdicate. When the military power of Persia 
then ceased to be feared ; when, on the contrary, 

the 

” The change from the third to the first person here copied 
from the Greek, has probably been preserved from the 
Persian. 

Clazomenae was separated by so very narrow a strait, that 
it was generally considered as a city of the Ionic main : it has 
been specified here apparently to obviate cavilling. 
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the Grecian military were sought by the Persian sect. 
satraps, and employment in the Persian service , 
became familiar to Grecian troops; when friendly 
intercourse and the pledge of hospitality became 
common between Greeks of rank and the Persian 
great; but especially after the high favor with 
which Cyrus had distinguished the Greeks, and 
when the event of his expedition had so clearly 
shown, that the Persian king was to be feared 
only on account of his wealth, which inabicd 
Greeks to subdue Greeks, but no longer inabled 
Persia, without Grecian assistance, to be formi- 
dable to Greece, the Persian king might be 
considered as no unnatural mediator in the 
destructive quarrels of the Greeks among them- 
selves. Accustomed to the authority of men ’ 
nearer their own level, officers of the Lace- 
daemonian or Athenian governments, they little 
felt the indignity of submission to the mandate of 
the great potentate of Asia. 

Thus prepared then, all the belligerent republics, Xniopil. 
upon being applied to by their respective ministers IVa’p. 
at the congress, immediately acceded to the 
terms proposed. Even the Tliebans did not, as 
far as appears, profess to make any difficulty. 

Their great object was, not the freedom of Greece, 
but the establishment of their own power over all 
the Boeotian towns. They required, therefore, 
that the oath of the Theban ministers shouki be 
taken as the complete representatives of Bosotia. 

A remarkable controversy insued. Agesilaus, 
says the historian his friend, declared he would 
not accept their oath, unless made in exact 

conformity 
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CHAP, conformity to the king’s rescript^ which required 
. . the independency of every Grecian city, little and 

great. The Theban ministers said ‘ that no such 
‘ requisition had been received at Thebes.* ‘ Go 

* then,’ said Agesilaus, ‘ and ask. But at the 

* same time tell your employers that, unless they 
‘ comply, Thebes will be excluded from the 

Xcnoph. ‘ benefit of the peace.’ The ministers went 
fc'i.l.ab. accordingly: but Agesilaus, in his animosity 
against the Thebans, would immediately employ 
coercive measures, and his influence decided the 
ephors. Orders were issued for the army to 
assemble, Lacedaemonians and allies, at Tegea; 
and the king himself, after a propitious border- 
passing sacrifice, hastened thither. Before he 
• was ready to march, however, the Theban 
ministers returned, with a declaration of the 
acquiescence of their commonwealth; and accord- 
ingly Thebes was admitted to the general terms of 
peace, and the Boeotian towns were restored to 
independency. 

,.si. The Corinthians and Argians, after having 
separately sworn to the peace”, were still for 
preserving the union of the two republics; but 
this could not be done, so powerful still was the 
adverse party in Corinth, without keeping a body 
of Argian troops there. Agesilaus threatened 
immediate hostility, against both Corinth and 
Argos, if these were not withdrawn. A reluctant 
obedience was paid to his requisition thus inforced. 
Upon -the departure of the Argians, all those 

Corinthians, 

** This IS not directly said, but seems clearly enough 
upplied in the concise expression of Xenophon. 
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Corinthians, who, since the Argi&n connection, sect. 
had been living in banishment, returned to their . . 

country; those who had been most active in 
promoting that connection, together with the more 
notorious of those who had been concerned in the 
massacre which preceded it, aware that Corinth 
was no longer a place of safety for them, emi- 
grated ; and Corinth and Argos became as for- 
merly, diftinct republics. Thus peace was esta- 
blished throughout Greece; armies were dismissed, 
fleets laid up ; and friendly and commercial inter- 
course became open, among all the republics of 
the nation ; at least as far as the political circum- 
stances of the country would allow', numerous 
citizens of every republic, being in exile, and 
faction yet remaining within all. 

Agesilaus, it is evident, approved the treaty of 
Antsdcidas; and, in one of the most studied of 
the political tracts of Isocrates, in which he has Tsocr. de 
most urgently contended for the general freedom y. 

of Greece, we find it not only approved, as a Auger- 
proper measure at the time, but recommended as 
a model for following occasions. ‘ Nothing,’ he 
says, ‘ can be juster, nothing more advantageous 
‘ for Athens**.’ On another occasion indeed, isucr. 

Paiiathcn. 

when stimulation against Lacedeemon was among p. 49 g, 1 . 1 
his objects, he has taken the abandoning of the 

Asian 

** Plutarch, in his life of Agesilaus (p. i ni .) says that 
Aitialcidas was the political enemy of Agesilaus; but the 
contrary appears sufficiently evident from Xcn<)phon, and, 
were confirmation wanting, we have it, from }*lutirrh him- 
flclf; for, according even to his account, Agesilaus justified 
the treaty in argument, and supported it by deed ; p. 1 112. 
ed. H. Steph. In his life of Artaxerxes he is very futile on 
the subject of this treaty. 
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CHAP. Asian Greeks, to subjection under Persia, as 
. ground for vehement invective. And indeed 
throughout Greece, wherever there was a dispo- 
sition adverse to Lacedaemon, or the purpose of 
exciting such, this appears to have been a favorite 
topic for reproach ; whence perhaps Xenophon, 
who, in his general history, has given an account 
of the peace of Antalcidas as if he concurred in 
sentiment with his patron Agesilaus about it, 
in his panegyric of Agesilaus has wholly avoided 
the subject. That concession was indeed a 
surrender of the proudest and fairest claim of 
glory that Lacedaemon perhaps ever acquired. 
Yet it seems not justly to be imputed as a pecu- 
liar crime or dishonor to Antalcidas. A similar, 
or rather a more disgraceful dereliction of the cause 
of the Asian Greeks, occurred on the conclusion 
of the Peloponnesian war. They had been found 
under the protection (so half Greece would have 
termed it, but at worst under the dominion) of a 
Grecian people ; they were left to the mercy of 
barbarians, in subjection to the Persian empire. 
But, on the present occasion, the Lacedaemonians 
had to alledge, that not they, but their enemies, 
had betrayed the common cause of the nation, 
by producing the necessity for recalling Agesilaus 
from his glorious exertions, which had rescued 
the Asian Greeks from foreign dominion, and 
given them independency**. 

A deep 

** One cannot but smile at the gmve assertion of Diodorus, 
that the abandoning of the Asian Greeks was what hurt the 
Athenians and Thebans on this occcasion. Diod. 1 . 14, c. ill. 
Hie Asian, like the Europe^, Greeks were divided between 
the aristocratical party and the democratical. Perhaps both 

would 
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A deep policy has, by some writers, witliout sect. 
any apparent foundation, been attributed to the . 
Persian court in this transaction. Considering 
the interest of Lacedaemon as distinct from the 
common interest of Greece,. Antalcidas certainly 
served his country very ably. Simple and concise 
as the terms of the peace are, not only they appear 
directly calculated to promote the interest of 
Lacedaemon, but (except as far as dominion in 
Asia may have been an object of ambition) they 
answered the principal purposes of Lacedsemon 
completely. To break the growing power of 
Thebes, by emancipating the Boeotian towns, and 
to divide Corinth from Argos, had been the great 
objects of the war, and were the immediate effects 
of the peace ; for the more ready and quiet pro- 
duction of which Athens was bribed with permis- 
sion, contrary to the general spirit of the treaty, 
to retain the dominion of its three ilands. Accord- 
ingly it is observed by Xenophon, that the Lace- .Wnopi.. 
daemonians established their credit and influence 
in Greece much more completely, and put their 
commonwealtit altogether in a much more splendid 
situation, by the peace which had its name from 
Antalcidas, than by that which had concluded 
the Peloponnesian war; and it is remarkable that 
he attributes the advantage to their having 
presided in the business (modern language will 
scarcely render his expression more exactly) under 

a commission 

would do as well under Persian as Lacedaemonian supremacy. 

The aristocratical would have been sure to suffer under 
Theban or Athenian. 

VOL. VI. H 
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GEiF. icoDimissioDiifoiii the Persian bg'', So much* 
however, if we may tel Plutarch for the anec- 
piiiiiitiii, dote was Asesilans persuaded that the interest 

U.pillll ^ ^ * 

of Lacedtuon was veil considered in the treaty, 
that, whoi somebody, revilg the peace of 
Antrdcidas, said that Lacedaemon was gone over 
to the Persian interest; ‘ Rather,’ he answered, 
' Persia to the Lacedsemonian and so, in truth, 
it seems to have been. 

* «i t5( 

xaww/tf x. 1 1. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

Affairs of Greece, from the Peace of Antalci- 
DAS till the Depression of the LACEDiEMONi ak 
Power, and the Elevation of Thebes to 
Supremacy among the Grecian Republics. 
by the Battle of Leuctra. 

SECTION I. 

Despotism of Lacedamon: Punishment of Mantincia: 
Restoration of Vhliasian Exiles. 


T H E real disgrace of the peace of Antalcidas, 
and apparently too the clamor against it, 
arose principally from the insuing conduct of the 
Lacedasmonians. Trouble and misfortune had 
not yet taught them moderation. No thought was 
entertained of attaching the Greek nation by a just 
and generous conduct; by any fair communication 
of rights and privileges ; by any establishment, 
pervading all the republics, that might insure 
justice to the subordinate against the imperial 
state, or to the subjects of each against their 
respective administrations. A maxim of Agesilaus 
is mentioned by Xenophon, that Lacedaemon 
always would be powerful enough if the Greeks 
were prudent; that is, if they duly regarded 
their own interest'. Perhaps the maxim might 

be 

* - - - Ten, era* It ''iXXuMt Xta. 

Agesil. c. 7. s. 3. 
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be inverted; Greece might have been powerful 
bad Lacedaemon been prudent. But the very 
brst measure of its govemmeDt, remarkable enough 
to claim the notice of history, was even impudently 
arbitrary. Having inforced the acceptance of 
peace, among all the republics of the nation, 
according to their own construction of the king 
of Persia’s rescript, they proceeded to take into 
consideration the state of their confederacy. Some 
of those called their allies had been held to their 
ingagements by fear only ; it was well known that 
their wishes were rather for the success of the 
enemy. These, after deliberation on the subject, 
it was resolved to punish, and, by strong measures 
of coercion, to prevent future defection. 

They began then with showing, in the instance 
of Mantineia, that it might sometimes be safer to 
be the enemy than the ally of Lacedaemon. It 
was imputed to the Mantineians, that, during the 
war, they had sent supplies of com to the Argians; 
that, on pretence of a truce, they had sometimes 
omitted to send their proportion of troops to the 
army; that their troops, when with the army, 
served ill ; that, in short, it was well known the 
Mantineians always repined at the success, and 
rejoiced in the misfortunes of the Lacedaemonian 
arms. On all these accounts it was required that 
the Mantineians should themselves destroy the 
fortiheations of their city; and declaration was 
formally made to them, that nothing less would 
be accepted, in proof that the various acts of 
treason, in the war, w'ere not acts of the common- 
wealth ; with admonition added, that, in the 

current 
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current year, the Thirty years truce, between 
Mantineia and Lacedaemon, would expire. The 
value of this admonition we can only gather from 
what we find scattered, among the early Greek 
writers, 'concerning Grecian ideas of natural 



justice; by which we learn that the condition of ch. 15.1.4. 
the Ecspondi, those to whom we are bound by no 


express compact, if they were the weaker party. 


was indeed terrible. 


The Mantineians refusing obedience to the des- Xenopi.. 
potic injunction, war was immediately denounced c. *. 1. V. 
against them. But Agesilaus, tho unable ap- 
parently to prevent the measure, was so little 
satisfied with, it, that on pretence of his personal 
obligation to the Mantineians, for services done to 
the king his father, Archidamus, in the Messenian 
rebellion, he requested of the general assembly* 
to excuse him from the command. Those services 


to the king must have been equally services to 
the commonwealth ; but, while the excuse was 
admitted, the resolution against Mantineia was 
prosecuted. Agesipolis also was not without 
cause of forbearance toward Mantineia, for 
services to his father, P&usanias ; who was still 
living there, and indebted particularly to the 
chiefs of the democratical party, w-hich now 
governed the city, for his best comforts in banish- 
ment. It was probably some confidence in their 
interest with the reigning kings of Lacedaemon, 
that imboldened the Mantineians to resist the 
mandates of those whom Thebes and Argos had 

not 


* ’E^i^Od t5{ 
H 3 
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CHAP, not dared to resist. Agesipolis, however, obeyed 
. xxvL which directed him to take the com- 

mand of the expedition against them. 

Xenoph. The usual ravage of Grecian armies was spred 
over the Mantineian territory, without producing 
the obedience required. Agesipolis therefore 
proceeded to incompass the town with a contra- 
vallation. The work was already far advanced, 
when he was informed that the town was so 
provided, through the uncommon abundance of 
the preceding harvest, that there could be no 
hope of quickly reducing it by famine. Fearing 
therefore the various inconveniences, both to 
Lacedaemon and the allies, of a protracted block- 
ade, he recurred to a mode of siege, for which 
the peculiar circumstances of the place offered 
Opportunity. A very plentiful stream, the Ophis, 
Xcii. ibid. flowed through it. Stopping the current below, 

h Pcusan. iniii r 

1. 8. c. a he flooded the town ; and the foundations, not ot 
the houses only, but of the fortifications also, 
formed of unburnt bricks, were shortly sapped. 
Every effort of the Mantineians was inefficacious 
to check the threatened ruin. They proposed to 
capitulate, but the offer to demolish their alreddy 
tottering fortifications was not now accepted. It 
was required that the city should be abandoned, 
and that the people should separate to their 
ch.4. 0.3. several boroughs, whence their foreflithers had 
of this Hist, ggseijiyecij to make Mantineia the common 
capital of their little territory. The expected 
horrors of a storm, or of the lot, so dreadful 
among the Greeks, of prisoners at discretion, 
inforced the acceptance of this severe condition. 

4 The 
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The chiefs of the democratical party, and sect. 
especially those whose disposition to the Argian — — < 
connection was most notorious, dreading the nrul’ls. 
sanguinary animosity of their fellowcitizens of the '• **• 

opposite party, still more than the vengeance of 
tlie Lacedaemonians, were apprehensive that the 
sanctity of the capitulation, inforced only by 
sacrifice and oath, would be but a weak protection 
for them; and the historian has evidently thought 
their fear not unfounded. The influence, however, 
of the banished king, Pausanias, was so exerted 
with his son, that the desired tho wretched resource 
of exile was secured to them. In taking possession 
of the town, the Lacedaemonian troops lined the 
street leading to the gate, while sixty of the most 
obnoxious passed out : ‘ and tho,’ says the histo- 
rian, ‘ they had spears in their hands and enmity 
‘ enough in their hearts, yet they w'ere restrained 
‘ from offering injury, much more easily than 
‘ the best of the Mantineians meaning the 
nobility, or oligarchal leaders : ‘ a great instance 
‘ of subordination,’ he continues, ‘ and which 
‘ ought not to pass unnoticed.’ When Xenophon 
could speak so, it is evident that the Greeks were 
as incapable of coalescing in a just and well- 
regulated free government, as the Irench at the 
time of their revolution. 

Not the fortifications only, but the houses of ». f. 
Maptineia were then demolished. The removal was 
at first very grievous to the people, as most were 
under the necessi^ of building new habitations. 

Those, however, who had any landed property, 
soon became satisfied with the change : finding. 
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CHAP, as Xenophon observes, convenience in living near 

^ . their estates, and being delivered, by the esta- 

blishment of aristocracy, from the vexation of 
demagogues. The Mantineian commonwealth 
became thus, under the name of alliance, com- 
pletely a province to Lacedaemon. The men of 
property, depending upon Lacedaemonian pro- 
tection, both for their authority and for the best 
security to their possessions, were of course 
attached to the Lacedaemonian cause ; while the 
lower people, the power of intriguing orators to 
direct their passions in one overbearing current, 
being checked by their separation, and their minds 
being in consequence less occupied by politics, 
obeyed more readily and cheerfully the requisitions 
of the Lacedaemonian officers, whenever their 
military service was required. 

Xen. Hfi. The affairs of Mantineia being so settled, those 

s. e. 9 *10. of Phlius were taken into consideration. A peti- 
tion had been presented, from the exiles of that 
little republic, who sem to have had a fair claim 
to attention and protection from the Lace- 
daemonian government. A representation was 
accordingly sent to Phlius, stating, that the exiles 
were not only friends of Lacedaemon, but guiltless 
toward their own commonwealth ; and it was 
therefore hoped that coercive measures would be 
needless, to procure their restoration. Those who 
ruled Phlius were strongly disposed to resist ; but 
the numerous friends of the exiles, together with 
some men (such, says Xenophon, as are found in 
most cities) ready for any change, deterred them. 
It was therefore decreed, ‘ That the exiles should 

‘ be 
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‘ be readmitted; that their properly should be sEci. 

‘ restored to them ; that those who liad bought . , 

‘ any part of it, from the public, should be 
‘ reimbursed by the public; that any dispute 
‘ arising, about anything claimed, should be 
‘ decided by due course of lan'.’ 


SECTION II. 

Uncommon Tranqmlity in Greece. New Political Phenomenon 
in Greece : Inconvenience of the Grecian Political System : 

Growing Power of Olynthus : War resolved against Olynthus 
by the Congress of the Lacedamonian Confederacy. 

After the dispersion of the Mantincians, and the sect. 
composure of the affairs of Phlius, there followed . . 

an uncommon suspension of crimes and calamities 
in Greece ; insomuch that, during more than two 
vears, nothing occurred for the historian’s notice. Spring. 

tL, ^ t 1 . Ill • 1 

This quiet was at length interrupted by the arrival Hei. i. 5. 
of ministers, at Lacedaemon, from the Grecian ® ® ' ”• 
towns of Acanthus and Apollonia in Thrace; 
whose business the ephors deemed so important, 
as to require that a congress of the confederacy 
should be summoned. 

The circumstances were indeed new in Grecian 
politics. That territory on the Thracian coast 
which acquired the name of the Chalcidic, had 
been settled in very early times, as we have 
formerly seen, by colonies from Greece ; invited 

perhaps 

’ This is Dodwell’s date. But he seems to have crowded 
too many transactions into the latter part of tliis year 
B. C. 382. Apparently the embassy from Thrace must have 
taken place very early in 382, if not rather before the close 
of 383- 
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CHAP, perhaps not more by. the fertility of the soil and 
. . the ease mth which they could possess themselves 

of it, than by the extent of maritime situation, 
which its three peninsulas afforded within a narrow 
compass, whence they could readily support each 
other by sea, and were less open to assault from 
any overbearing power by land. 

Of the numerous commercial towns, which 
arose in this region, each, in the Grecian manner, 
a separate republic, Olynthus was the most 
considerable. By what fortunate circumstances 
led, or by what superior politicians guided, we 
are uninformed, the Olynthians had adopted the 
unusual policy of associating the citizens of some 
small neighboring towns in all their civil and 
political rights. The advantage of this wise and 
liberal system being soon experienced by all 
parties, some of the larger towns were led to the 
same association. With strength and credit, 
ambition grew in Olynthus ; and it was proposed 
to draw the Macedonian cities from allegiance to 
their king Amyntas. In the weakness and insta- 
bility of the Macedonian government, worn by a 
long series of civil broils, and now pressed in war 
by die Illyrians, some of the nearer were quickly 
Xenoph. gained ; example induced others, more distant, to 
accede; and, when the Acanthians set out on 
their mission, Pella, the largest town of Mace- 
donia, had joined the growing commonwealth, and 
Amyntas was nearly expelled from his kingdom. 

In the whole course of Grecian history, with 
exception for the apparent good principle of the 
governments of the heroic ages, nothing in politics 

had 
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had occurred so worthy of imitation throughout sect 
Greece^ as theOlynthian system. What precisely . 

was the form of the Olynthian government, we 
have no information. From circumstances how- 
ever we gather that it was a mixed republic; 
constituted on a more liberal plan, and better 
balanced, than any other noticed by antient 
writers. Throughout the Grecian states, an 
excessive jealousy, prevailing for centuries, had 
produced a strange alienation of Greeks from 
Greeks. In Homer’s age, intermarriage was 
common, from one end of the country to the 
other. But the narrow distrustful spirit, equally 
of oligarchy and democracy, which had superseded 
the tempered monarchies of elder times, had by 
degrees insulated almost every township; inso- 
much that each was a distinct little nation, 
separated from all others by legal interdictions, 
not common among great nations, even of different 
race and different language. Intermarriage was Xenoph. 
forbidden, and none were allowed to possess lands p. 301. 
within the territory of another state. Thus, 
excepting some communion in religious rites, the 
same formalities of hospitality, which might bind 
a Greek with a barbarian, almost alone could 
connect him with Greeks of the next town or 


village. 

But such is the force of habit and prejudice, 
that, among the Greeks, there was a prevailing 
partiality for this sullen, unsocial, illiberal, unpro- 
fitable independency ; originating from the low 
passions of jealousy and fear, yet rendered in 
some degree perhaps necessary, by the moral 

impossibility 
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CHAP, imposbibility of uniting, in an unmixed consti- 
. . tution, strength of government with security for 

freedom. The liberal and beneficial policy of the 
Olynthians, associating numerous townships into 
one republic, and allowing intermarriage and 
intermixed possessions, was mentioned by the 
Acanthians, and considered by the Lacedsmo- 
nians, as a portentous innovation*. Unfortunately 
the Lacedaemonians, by those very institutions 
which had made them great, were denied the 
advantage of the liberal policy of Olynthus. 
They must give up what had most contributed to 
make their state the most powerful in Greece, and 
their name one of the most glorious in the world, 
or remain for ever distinct from all other people. 
This, if anything, must be their excuse for the 
apparent exclusion of every idea of a liberal and 
extended policy, in their conduct after the peace 
of Antalcidas. The professed basis of that peace 
was the independency of every Grecian state ; 
Xenoph. yet the separate treaty of alliance between Lace- 
e ! 3 ! *.1 daemon and every city of its confederacy overthrew 
that independency ; for the antient compact, that 
the allies should follow in arms wherever the 
Lacedaemonians might lead, was required of all. 
The narrow policy of holding the body of the 
people in subjection, by supporting everywhere 
a favored party, source of immoderate tyranny 
and innumerable crimes, was followed with regard 
to all. Of the larger commonweailths, Thebes, 
Argos, and Athens, which were not easily to be 
so held in subjection, suspicion and jealousy were 

endless 

* fvo/Airop it n *£XXalt. Xcn. Ilel. I. 5* c. 3 . s. 12. 
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endless and little disguised ; and as, with them, 
in the actual state of things, no connection truly 
friendly could exist, so none was thought of. 

Under these circumstances, the people of those 
larger commonwealths considered the restored, 
and increased, preponderancy of Lacedaemon 
with dissatisfaction and apprehension, from which, 
of course, it would be their endevor to relieve 
themselves. Accordingly, the new power of the 
Olynthian commonwealth attracting their atten- 
tion, as its government was in some degree 
congenial with theirs, the speculation of their 
politicians was directed to draw it to their party. 
With this view the Athenians and Bo'otians had 


SECT. 

n. 


sent ministers to Olynthus; and, before the Xi-no|»ii. 
Acanthian ministers left Thrace, a decree of the cV*. ?*. 
Olynthian people was already passed for sending 
ministers to Thebes and Athens. 


Circumstances Avere thus in train for constituting 
a confederacy formidable to I^acedaemon. But, 
prosperity commonly exciting arrogance, the con- 
duct of the Olynthians, in general ably directed, 
may nevertheless not always have been kept within 
the bounds of a wise and just moderation. While 
they were still prosecuting their views in Mace- 
donia, they invited the Apolloniats and Acanthians 
to join their confederacy ; but they added a threat 
of war, in case of refusal. It is however possible 
that, while the known inclination of the body of 
the Apolloniat and Acanthian people to their 
cause invited to this measure, the hostile dispo- 
sition of the oligarchal, which was the ruling party, 
may have provoked to it; so that it may have 

been 
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CHAP, been neither Unjust, unwise, or unnecessary, tho 
t it t<!as unfortunate. It drove the men in power, 

hXls. Acanthus and Apollonia, to make that appli- 
c, s. ». 1*. cation to Lacedaemon, which has been mentioned ; 
foreseeing that, unless they could obtain support, 
such as Lacedaemon alone, among the Grecian 
states likely to befriend them, could give, it would 
be impossible for them to hold their power. Their 
ministers were therefore instructed to show, that 
Lacedaemon was nearly interested in the pre- 
servation of the independency of their cities. ‘ It 
‘ is a great point with you,’ they said to the 
congress of the Lacedemonian confederacy, ‘ that 
‘ the Boeotians should not coalesce into one state. 
‘ It cannot therefore be indifferent to you, that a 
‘ much more powerful state than Boeotia is 
‘ forming. Beside a large force of heavy-armed*, 
‘ and targeteers yet more numerous, the cavalry 
‘ of the Olynthians, should we join them, would 
' be more than a thousand. They are masters of 
‘ Potidsea, which commands Pallene ; so that the 

* whole 

* According to our copies, the text of Xenophon states the 
Olynthian heavy-armed at eight hundred only ; and editors 
and commentators, as far as 1 have seen, mention no sus- 
picion of error in transcription. It will however be evident 
to any who will consider the circumstances, that eight hundred 
cannot have been the number intended by the author. The 
manner in which he speaks in general terms of the power of 
the Olynthians, compared with other Grecian people, parti- 
cularly the Boeotians, (Hel. 1. 5. c. 2. s. 12.) might alone 
prove so much. But we find (s. 17.) that two thousand 
Lacedaemonians, with the added people of Potidaea, could 
wage war against them, according to the historian's expres- 
sion, only as an inferior force against a superior; and 
afterward (s. 27 & seq.) that the Olynthians could oppose in 
the field ten thoni^and Peloponnesians, with perhaps' a larger 
number of their allies. It appears therefore scaicely to be 
doubted but that for QXTaxoa-ivx should be red oxraxi^;^iAta;r. 
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* whole force of that rich and populous penin- 
‘ sula must shortly fall under their power. The 
‘ independent Thracians of their neighborhood 
‘ already court them, and, if completely brought 

* under their authority, will add not a little to 
‘ their strength. They have then but to stretch 
‘ their hands, and the goldmines of mount Pan- 
‘ gajus will be theirs. The fruitfulness of their 
‘ territory nourishes a great and increasing 
‘ population; timber abounds in it; their ports 
‘ are numerous, and their florishing commerce 
‘ already furnishes a considerable revenue; so 
‘ that nothing is wanting for the creation of a 
‘ powerful marine. It is with this state then 
‘ that the Athenians and Thebans are going to 
‘ form alliance. Nevertheless its strength, great 
‘ as it already is, may yet easily be broken : 
‘ because some of the towns, unwilling associates, 
‘ will readily revolt when they see suj)port ready. 
‘ But when intermarriages and interinixt posses- 
‘ sions, allowed by decrees already passed, shall 
‘ have confirmed the connection between the 
‘ various parts, and all have not only learned to 

* confide in their united strength, but experienced 
‘ its advantages, it may then indeed be difficult 
‘ to dissolve this formidable coalition.’ 



The Acanthian minister having thus stated the Xfiiopli. 
circumstances, the Lacedaemonians paid the com- c j n'is. 
pliment to the deputies of the allies, to desire 
that they would first give their opinions, what, in 
the existing emergency, the welfare of Pelopon- 
nesus and of the confederacy required. A majority, 
instigated by those who sought favor with the 

Lacedaemonian 



112 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

CHAP. Lacedsemoniaa administration, declared for send- 
. ing an army into Thrace. Accordingly ten 

Xenoph. thousand men were voted. It was then proposed 

carried, that any state of the confederacy 
mi^t compound for the personal service of its 
citizens, at the rate of an .£^netan triobolus 
(nearly a groat sterling) daily for every heavy- 
armed foot-soldier, and four times ifiat sum for 
every trooper ; and that if any state of the con- 
federacy refused or neglected to send troops or 
money, according to its apportionment, it should 
be lawful for the Lacedaemonians to levy on it a 
fine, to the amount of a stater (a pound sterling) 
daily, for every man deficient. We have seen 
the use of mercenary troops, or, in the modem 
phrase, standing armies, gradually gaining among 
the Greeks. This is the first mention we meet 
with of a regular composition for personal service, 
so e.xtensively and so formally allowed. Cut, 
whether for raising troops or money, a power of 
coercion, however in itself necessary, committed 
to the discretion of the Lacedaemonian govern- 
ment, without control, shows a strange deficiency 
in the political connection of the republics, 
composing the confederacy over which Lacedae- 
mon presided, and strongly marks how much 
some better order of things, such as the Olynthians 
seem to have been endevoring to establish, was 
wanted throughout Greece. 

S.1S. These matters Jjowever being so decided, the 

Acanthians declared their opinion, that the force 
proposed would be equal to the object : but, as 
the assembling of the contingents of the allies, 

and 
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and the levies of mercenaries, required time, it sect. 
would tend much, they said, to forward the . 
purpose of the confederacy, if a Lacedaemonian 
general were immediately sent, with such troops 
as might march with the least delay. The fear 
of a connection betwen Athens, Thebes, and 
Olynthus, seems to have instigated the Lace- 
daemonian administration, and Eudamidas was Xen.Hei. 
ordered immediately to proceed for Thrace, with i. w. ' 
two thousand Laconians; while his brother, 
Phoebidas, remained to collect and conduct the 
trpops which were to follow. The arrival of 
Eudamidas indeed was critical. Tho in the Held 
he could not face the enemy, yet the small force 
he brought, and the credit of the Lacedaemonian 
name, inabled him so to support the party adverse 
to the Olynthian connection, that he preserved 
several towns, upon the point of acceding to the 
growing republic; and Potidaca, which imme- 
diately opened its gates to him, was a very 
important acquisition. 


SECTION III. 

Sedition of Thebes ; Prexalence of the Lacedemonian Party, 
and Subjection of Theben to hacedeesnon. Trial uj Ixmemas, 

Polemarc of Thebes. Tekutuis Cionmander-in-chieJ against 
Olynthus, Defeat and Death, of Teleutias. 

While Eudamidas, by his successful activity in sect. 
the duty imposed upon him by his country, began . . 

the ruin of a political project which all Greece 
should have emulated, Pheebidas, with mistaken ' 
zeal, quitting the line of his instructions, gave 
VOL. VI. I fire 
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CHAP, fire to a. train of evils, of a length and complicacy 
« — beyond human foresight then to discover or 
Heu!' 5. imagine. In his march northward, he incamped 
*• 17. under the walls of Thebes. The Theban military 
had been, for some time, advancing toward a 
perfection that might vie with the Lacedaemonian; 
but the civil government was still as ill constituted 
as most in Greece. Faction was violent; and 
the parties so nearly balanced, that Ismenias and 
Leontiades, contending chiefs, were together in 
the office of polemarc, the principal magistracy. 
Ismenias, vehement in aversion to the Lacedae- 
monians, avoided communication with Phcebidas. 
On the contrary Leontiades, whose party, long 
oppressed, emerging only since the peace, and 
still hopeless of superiority but through connection 
with Lacedaemon, was assiduously attentive to 
S. 13 . him. Some advantage was expected, some 
influence on the minds of the people, from the 
neighborhood of the Peloponnesian army: but 
the party of Ismenias still so swayed the general 
assembly, that a decree was carried, forbidding 
any Theban to ingage in the expedition against 
the Olynthians. 

.In struggles of faction, among the Grecian 
republics, the precise line of conduct for virtue to 
hold, and the precise time at which to stop, were 
often difficult to determine ; because, as we have 
seen among the .French republicans of the present 
day, civil justice was little to be hoped, for but 
through the possession of political poi^er ; self- 
defence was seldom complete till the opposing 
party was prostrate. So unfortunately situated, 

the 
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the Grecian party-leaders may often demand our 
pity, while they incur our blame. Leontiades was 
in danger of losing, with his own power, all secu* 
rity of person and property for his adherents; the 
banishment of many was the least among the evils 
to be apprehended. Under this pressure, he pro- 
posed to Phoebidas to introduce a Lacedaemonian 
garrison into the Cadmeia, the citadel of Thebes. 
Thus his party might be inabled to overbear their 
opponents, and Phoebidas might command v\ hat 
proportion of the Theban forces should march 


SECT. 

iir. 


with him into Thrace. 


Phoebidas was a man of ardent temper apd XfnopL. 
weak understanding. The acquisition of Thebes c.s. >! i 9 . 
appeared an object so much greater than that for 
w’hich, with such solicitude, the Lacedaemonian 
administration had intrusted him with so great 
a command, that he was dazzled by the traitorous 
proposal ; and, for the imagined importance of the 
end, he overlooked the iniquity of the means. 
Measuits being concerted, he broke up his camp, 
and began his march northward. It was the 
season of one of the festivals of Ceres, in w'hich, s.20. 
according to antient custom, the Cadmeia was 
given up to the women, for the celebration of the 
ceremony called Thesmophoria, and the council 
sat in the portico of the agora. In the noontide 
heat, when, in summer, the streets were most 
unfrequented, having seen that everything favored 
his purpose, Leontiades urged his horse's speed to 
overtake Phoebidas, and conducting him, w'ith a 
select body, directly into the citadel, put the key 
into his hands. Going then himself to the council, 

1 2 • ‘ ‘Tha 
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CHAP. ‘ The Lacedasmonians,’ he said, ‘ were in pos- 
‘ session of the citadel, but no alarm need be 
fullT's. * taken, for they disavowed all intention of hos- 
c. *. ». 21. t tjijty/ jjis own office of polemarc, however? 
authorizing him to apprehend all persons suspected 
of treason, he commanded the attending guards 
to take Ismenias into custody. 

^ jj A sufficient number of counsellors of the party 
of Leontiades were present, the guard was picked 
for the purpose, and the surprize was complete. 
Some of the opposite party, fearing immediate 
death, instantly quitted the city: some ventured 
hqme to prepare for departure. But, when it was 
known that Ismenias was actually imprisoned in 
the Cadmeia, four hundred fled for Athens®. 

All 

• My valuable guide, Dodwell, with whom I am always 
sorry to differ, has been induced to dispute Xenophon’s 
accuracy in marking the season of this remarkable event. 
0s^ouf ft ofJoi Kcci /xta’fi/jiSeixfj urAtirn Jr ir ofoT;. 7 his 

expression, as Dodwell justly observes, marks midsummer ; 
but, he continues, the Thesinophoria, mentioned j|ist before, 
mark midwinter, or, however, a season not earlier than the 
beginning of November ; and Plutarch, in his life of Pelopidas, 
bears testimony to the coincidence of the seizure of the 
Cadmeia with the Thesmophoria. Therefore he concludes, 
‘ De viaruni in meridie solitudinem, propter aestatem, vel 
‘ interpretatione aliqua leniendus est, Xenophon vel plane 

• non credendus. Fieri potest ut alia aliqua causa viae fuerint, 

• infrequentes, quam ille de Sipnintellexerit,' 

Many parts of the Hellenics bear marks of hasty writing, 
of having wanted the finishing hand of the author ; but no 
'deficiency appears in the narrative of this transaction, in 
which the honor of his friend Agesilaus, and his own quiet 
^d safety, became implicated. Here only he has related it : 
in his panegyric of that prince, all mention of it has been 
studiously omitted. For myself therefore I cannot in com- 
pliment to Diodorus and Plutarch, . or in respect for the 
possibly mistaken season of the Thesmophoiis, suppose that 
Xenophon has mistated the season of a transaction in which 
he was so much interested^ and which passed almost under 

his 
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All power in Thebes thus devolving to the 
party of Leontiades, a new polemarc was chosen 
in the room of Ismenias, and then Leontiades 
hastened to Lacedaemon. He found there the 
ephors and people indignant at the presumption 
of Phoebidas, in taking a measure of such im- 
portance beyond the line of his commission : but 
he found a friend to Pheebidas and to his own 



cause in Agesilaus, whose magnanimity and pro- 
bity, seem on this occasion, to have been in some 
degree overborne by his hatred toward the demo- 
cratical party in Thebes. ‘ If the conduct of your 
‘ general,’ said the king, ‘ has been injurious to 
‘ the commonwealth, let him be punished ; but, 
‘ if beneficial, it will stand justified by the prin- 

* ciples of your constitution, and by all former 

* practice, which warrant, for men in such a com- 

* mand, the exercise of a discretionary power.’ 
The way being thus advantageously prepared 

for him, Leontiades addressed the assembled 
Lacedaemonian people^. He touched upon various 
circumstances, marking the inveterate enmity 
which the democratical party in Thebes bore 

toward 


his eye. The sequel of the narrative moreover is perfectly 
consistent with what he has said about the season, and 
utterly inconsistent with Dodwell’s supposition. For various 
important transactions passed, after the seizure of the 
Cadmeia, before Teleutias marched for Thrace : the historian 
expressly says that Teleutias did not hurry his march ; and 
yet he arrived time enough to execute many military opera- 
tions, before, in the historian’s phrase, the summer was 
over ; the summer, according to Dodwell himself, of the 
same year in which the Cadmeia was seized. 

’ T««t iyxXvTwpr. Consilii publici coetum. Probably it should 
be, u we find it in other places, ixxXsnv;, those who formed 
the iKxXss'hb 

I3 
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CHAP, toward Lacedasmon, and concluded with the alli- 
. ance lately made with the Olynthians, at the 
moment when it was known the Lacedaemonians 
were marching against them. He mentioned the 
solicitude with which the Lacedaemonians had 
always observed and endevored to thwart, the 
measures of Thebes for holding Boeotia in sub- 
jection ; ‘ and in regard to this,’ he said, ‘ your 
‘ business is now done for you : Thebes need no 
‘ longer be an object of your jealousy. Give that 
‘ attention only to our interest, which we shall 
‘ give to yours, and a small scj’tale will suffice to 
‘ insure obedience to all your commands.’ 

Xcn. Hei. This allurement was too powerful for Lacedae- 
!. ®o"ian virtue. It was decreed, that the Theban 

citadel should continue to be held by a Lace- 
daemonian garrison, and that, not Pheebidas, but 
Ismenias should be brought to trial. Three judges 
appointed by Lacedaemon, and one by every other 
city of the confederacy, formed the partial tri- 
bunal. Ismenias was accused of ‘ seeking forein 

* connections ; pledging himself, with views in- 

* jurious to Greece, in hospitality to the Persian 
‘ king; being a principal author of the late trou- 
‘ bles in Greece And to these general charges 
was added one of a specific nature, ‘ that he had 
‘ partaken of the money sent by the Persian king.’ 
He refuted all ; but being nevertheless unable, 
says Xenophon, to persuade his judges that he 
had not entertained great and pernicious designs, 
he was condemned and executed*. 

That 

* O ars^oyitre fih ov /isvloh ivitOi yi To eu 

lityaXovrpay/jMt rt tuii ttaxov^uyfAuv tlfeu. Purgabatille quidem 
te de bis omnibus, venim persuadere non poterat ut non res 

arduas 
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. That Xenophon, as an honest man, altogether sect. 

disapproved these proceedings, is evident. In his — 
panegyric of Agesilaus, he has avoided all mention 
of them. In his Grecian Annals, while he has 
clearly felt for the honor of his friend and patron, 
the impartiality of his concise narrative is highly 
creditable to himself. Yet if we compare this 
revolution with others, innumerable among the 
Grecian republics, we shall find in it the merit at 
least of being remarkably bloodless. Its disgrace 
was, that it gave Lacedaemon influence, amount- 
ing to dominion, over Thebes, tlio scarcely domi- 
nion so absolute as the Theban people had 
before exercised over the other Boeotians, or as 
France, early in its revolutionary course, exer- 
cised over the Dutch; who, with a French ge- 
neral commanding a French army in Amsterdam, 
amuse themselves with the names of republic and 
liberty. Even in the trial of Ismenias there seems 
to have been more attention to preserve the 
appearance of a regard for justice, and a respect 
for the Grecian people, than was always observed 
upon similar occasions. It is our familiarity with 

the 

arduas et perniciosas tentassc existimaretur. The Latin pwrga- 
hat is perhaps stronger than the phrase in the original, standing 
singly, would justify ; but the context seems to warrant it. 

Plutarch says (vit. Pelopid.) that not contented with this 
formal murder of Ismenias, the Lacedaemonians ridded them- 
selves of another chief of the same party by assassination - 
Plutarch is seldom anxious for consistency, and it seems not 
likely that the same administration should, at the same time, 
have proceeded against one chief with so much fonnalitjr, 
and against the other with so little, when apparently they 
might e(}ual]y have chosen their method against either. But 
Xenophon's account, which appears candid throughout, vir- 
tually contradicts the fact, and Grecian histoiy is but too full 
of crimes related on less questionable authority. 

I4 
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XXVI. 


Xenoph. 
Hel. 1. 5. 
c. 2 , s. 27 . 


IL'Z. Age*. 


e. r. a. 7. 
€, 8 . 1 . 3 . 


the peculiar advantages of the law ancT the prac- 
tice of our own country, that makes deficiencies, 
elsewhere ordinary, appear to us strange irregu- 
larities. If we compare the law of treason in 
England, when most severe, or the whole of the 
law for the security of person and property, when, 
under the Plantagenet reigns, our constitution was 
least defined, with what we learn of the same 
law in those called the best times of Greece, 
the difference will appear truly prodigious. It 
will seem as if, like philosophy and the fine arts 
in one country, equal law and wholesome polity 
were of indigenous growth in the other, healthy 
and vigorous without cultivation, and fiorishing 
among all sorts of weeds, in spite of tempests 
and adverse seasons. 

Thebes then being reduced to a state of com- 
plete dependency, nothing seemed wanting to the 
lasting firmness of the Lacedaemonian supremacy 
over Greece, but to crush the growing common- 
wealth of Olynthus ; and to this point, now with 
increased earnestness, the administration directed 
its attention. It might posssibly be in contem- 
plation next, to resume the prosecution of that 
plan of conquest in Asia, which had been inter- 
rupted principally by the measures of the (tarty 
in Thebes, of which Ismenias had been chief. 
Xenophon has not expressly said that the conduct 
of Agesilaus was influenced by such a view ; but 
he mentions, as to his honor, that his enmity to 
Persia was maintained through life, and that he 
refused with disdain the philanthropic connection 
of hospitality, offered him, apparently through a 

proxy. 
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proxy, by the Persian king. What were the sect. 
measures which he directed, what those to which » « 

he simply consented, and what, if any, those 
which he could not prevrat, we are not precisely 
informed ; but the tenor of Xenophon’s narrative, 
as' well as a variety of the circumstances reported, 
mark that he had large influence at this time in 
the Lacedsemonian councils. His brother Teleu- 
tias, was appointed to the command-in-chief in 
Thrace. The slowness and negligence of the allies 
in obeying the requisition for troops for the 
Thracian war, tho inforced by a vote of the con- 
gress of the confederacy, may have given the 
Lacedaemonians to apprehend the decay of their 
authority, and thus may have contributed to 
instigate the unjust measures taken in the Theban 
business. Several cities had not yet sent the full 
number assessed upon them. The popular name 
of Teleutias assisted the exertions of the ephors, 
whose scytales were sent around ; and the new 
Theban administration, zealous in showing their 
respect to the brother of Agesilaus, were diligent 
in preparing their apportionment, horse and foot. 

The precaution of Teleutias indicates the 
strength of the Olynthian commonwealth. Tho 
the season was far advanced, he would not hasten Xen. Agei. 
his march ; less anxious to arrive early than with b. c!3*82. 
an army the most powerful that could be collected, 
Meanwhile he sent to Amyntas king of Mace- 
donia, and Derdas prince of Elymia; urging 
the former, if he would recover his kingdom, to 
raise mercenary troops and subsidize neighboring 
princes; and admonishing the latter, that the 

same 
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CHAP, same growing power, which had nearly over- 
xiai. ^ whelmed the greater Macedonian realm, would 
not long l^ve the smaller in peace and indepen- 
dency, if measures were not taken to check its 
ambition. His care and diligence thus seconding 
Xenoph. his influence, he assembled in Potidasa a very 
e.s. 1.S9. powerful army, which he led directly to 
Olynthus. 

Without conquest, without a battle noticed in 
history, the Olynthians, by the wisdom and 
liberality of their policy, had formed a common- 
wealth so powerful, that they did not fear to meet 
in the field the greatest army ever sent by the 
Peloponnesian confederacy so far from their 
peninsula, rei'ntorced by troops, still much more 
numerous, of the most warlike nations of the 
4.30. continent north of Greece. The only cavalry, 
which Teleutias appears to have led from the 
southern provinces, were Laconian and Boeotian. 
In his order of battle he placed these, together 
with some received from Amyntas, in the right 
wing of his army. Derdas brought him a body 
of only four hundred, but of superior reputation 
in the northern countries. Teleutias seems to 
have proposed a compliment to that prince in 
placing his cavalry alone in the left wing, of which 
he took himself the immediate command. 

». 31. A battle quickly iiisued ; and the cavalry of 

the right wing being first charged by the Olynr 
thrnns, the Lacedsemonian commander was pre- 
sently dismounted and severely wounded, numbers 
killed, and. at length the whole body put to flight 
The' confusion spred among the nearest infantry, 

and 
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and there was imminent danger that a complete 
defeat would have followed, when Derdas, 
arriving with his cavalry, incouraged the dismayed 
phalanx to stand. Tcleutias at the same time 
making a movement with the Peloponnesian 
infantry to support liim, the Olynthians, in 



danger of being surrounded, retired in haste, and Xmopi.. 
suffered in their retreat. Their infantry then also s'.’sj, 


withdrew within their walls. Teleutias erected 


his trophy, for a victory just sufficing to deter the *• 
enemy from molesting his retreat from their 
territory, which he wasted as he went, llie 
advanced season forbad any farther cnterprize ; 
and it was necessary to find quarters for the Pelo- 
ponnesian army in die friendly towns, while the 
Macedonian, and other troops of the country, 
were dismissed to their several homes. 


During the M'inter the Olynthians made fre- 
quent, and often successful incursions upon the 
lands of the towns in alliance with Lacedaemon. n r.rjSi 
In the beginning of spring, a body of their cavalry, Xeiitipli. 
after plunder of the territory, approaching with iH i' j'j, 
improvident carelessness the town of Apollonia, 
received a severe check from the activity and 
bravery of Derdas, who, unknown to them, had 
arrived there, that very day, with his Macedonian 
horse. Thenceforward they confined themselves 
more within their walls, and ventured upon the 
Cultivation but of a very small part of their lands. 

According to the usual mode of war among 
the Greeks, Teleutias waited for the season when 
ravage, being most injurious would be most 
likely to provoke the enemy to a general ingage* 

ment, 
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CHAP, ment, or would best forward the effect of a block' 

. ade' of their towns. While, with these views, 

iiTrs incamped near the walls of Olynthus, 

C.3. t.3. he observed a body of cavalry, from the town, 
crossing the river which ran by it, and veiy 
leisurely approaching his camp. Indignant at 
their boldness, he ordered his targeteers to attack 
them. The horse, turning, very quietly repassed 
the river : the targeteers followed confidently, as 
,.4. if pursuing a broken enemy. The horse, when 
so many only had crossed the river as they might 
readily overpower, turned, charged and routed 
them, and killed, among many others, Tlemonidas, 
the general commanding. 

t. 8&7. Teleutias, with manners so popular, and 
generally so amiable, was nevertheless of a 
temper too hasty to preserve, on all occasions, 
the cool recollection so important in military 
command. Irritated by what he saw, he seized 
s. 3. his spear, put himself at the head of his heavy- 
armed, and, with some passion, ordered the 
targeteers and the cavalry to pursue the enemy 
without remission. The incautious order was 
zealously obeyed. The Olynthians retiring within 
their walls, the Peloponnesians did not stop, till, 
from the towers, they received a shower of 
missile weapons. In the necessity of warding off 
these with their shields, as they hastily retreated,, 
confusion arose. The able leaders of the Olyur 
thians used the critical moment. Their horse 
9. 6 . again rushed out of the gates ; the targeteers and 
then the heavy-armed followed. The impression 
was such, that the Peloponnesian phalanx was 

already 
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already in disorder when it was attacked. Teleu- sect. 
tias himself was killed; those about him then ■ 
gave way, and presently the whole army fled. 
Pursued, as they divided, toward Potidaea, Spar- 
tolus. Acanthus, Apollonia, a large proportion, 
and almost the whole effective force of so great an 
army, was destroyed*. 


SECTION IV. 



Agesipolis Commander-in-chief against Olynthus. Rebellion 
in Phlius against Lacedeemon : Agesilaus Commander against 
Phlius: Delphian demagogue of Phlius: Surrender of 
Phlius. Death of Agesipolis : Polybiades Commander-in- 
chief against Olynthus : Reduction of Olynthus. 

It now seemed as if the political phenomenon, 
arising on the frontiers of Thrace and Macedonia, 
might, by the terror of arms, have spred political 
wisdom over the southern provinces of Greece. 

Had the Lacedaemonian government in the least 
yielded under the severe blow it had received, 
had it been without able men to promote energy 
and direct exertion, the consequence of its unfit- 
ness to coalesce with other states might have been 
a rapid -downfall, and perhaps complete ruin. 

But the necessity for exertion was seen by the 
administration, and able men Were not wanting 
to direct it. The command-in*chief was com- 
mitted to the king, Agesipolis; a youth, of little c.3.>. a 
experience, but of great expectation. Thirty 
Spartans were appointed to attend him, as for- 
merly Agesilaus in Asia. The character of Age- 
sipoiis being popular, many volunteers offered. 

We 


Xrnnph. 
Hel. J. 5. 


t 
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CHAP. We gather from Xenophon, that, in this age, the 
^ iGW remaining families, distinguished by the name 
lielTs. of Spartans, went on forein service only in the 
c. 3. a. 9. yjjjjjj (jf officers. The volunteers, he mentions to 
have been of three descriptions ; the Laconian 
towns furnished some, and they were of the best 
families of those towns; some were bastards of 
Spartan families, educated in the best discipline 
of the city, and these were remarked for their 
fine figures : the rest were strangers, or men not 
acknowleged among either Spartans or Laconians, 
yet distinguished by a name which seems to im- 
ply that they were maintained by the public 
Volunteers from the allies moreover were nume- 
rous, and the Thessalian cavalry, ambitious of 
being known to the Spartan king, were particu- 
larly forward in their zeal. The rank of the new 
commander-in-chief also, warranting the earnest- 
ness of the Lacedaemonian government in the 
cause, inspirited the exertions of the Macedonian 
princes. It is not mentioned that any troops were 
filmished by the cities of the confederacy, to 
supply the loss in the battle of Olynthus ; but it 
is implied that most, if not all of them, paid 
compositions in money ; and that the new levies 
». 10. ^gj.g intirely of volunteers. Phlius received the 
thanks of Agesipolis for the largeness and 
readiness of its contribution. 

The 

T5i' xaX*i xiyatei, »xt (aan rSh Tfof Ijiut itaJiav- 

ftlirKr, aci mAoi tSi SvofTiATivr, /tafia ivii ti xai rSa h ri 
xMXSit 9VK etvn^ota 

Id the 9c&]itU]6$8of our infoimation concerning the political 
economy of Lacedaemon, we must glean as we can. 1 am 
unable to give any better explanation of this remarkable 
passage than that ventured in the text. 
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The apparent zeal however of those who ruled sect. 
Phlius was found to have a sinister motive. They 
proposed to earn the connivance of Lacedaemon 
at gross injustice toward their fellowcitizens. All 
the anecdotes of Plutarch, who red and speculated 
when Trajan ruled half a hemisphere, do not 
paint the internal state of divided and independent 
Greece, like a few small touches, from the life, 
by the cotemporary historians. With the view 
therefore to acquire a just idea of it, the affairs 
of Phlius will deserve that we should interrupt, 
for a moment, the narrative of the uar in 
Thrace. 

The tyranny of that superintending power, 
which the Greeks had imagined the best resource 
for holding together a confederacy of republics, 
too small to subsist each by its own strength, we 
have seen remarkably exhibited in the affair of 
Thebes. Phlius affords an instance, not less 
remarkable^ of oppression from a republican 
government to its own citizens, in defiance ofseet. i.oi 
the superintending power. The Phliasian exiles, 
restored, as we have seen, at the requisition of 
Lacedaemon, and intitled by a decree of their 
own general assembly, to recover all their pro- 
perty, in vain sought justice from Phliasian tribu- 
nals ; ' for the Phliasian tribunals were composed 
of persons holding that property, or connected 
with those who held it. Among the Grecian 
republics it was not unusual to refer a case of 
such a kind to the tribunal of .some neighboring 
republic ; but the Phliasian government would 
listen to no proposal for an impartial decision. 

This 
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CHAP. This imprudent iniquity impelled the injured 
persons to seek redress from Lacedaemon. But 
there were circumstances which incouraged those 
who ruled in Phlius to disregard this. It was 
contrary to all known practice for both kings to 
B.C.381. be at once absent from Sparta. Agesipolis was 
Ant .m.n *’ now far advanced on his march toward Thrace; 
and, in the confidence that Agesilaus would not 
move, and of course no vigorous measures would 
be taken, the Phliasian chiefs resolved that, to 
those from whom they differed in party, it was 
unnecessary to be just. Instead therefore of being 
disposed to yield to Lacedsemonian interference, 
they procured a decree, imposing the penalty of 
a fine on all who, without warrant from the 
Phliasian government, had made application to 
Lacedasmon. 

We should admire the spirit of this decree, if 
it was not so immediately connected with gross 
injustice : we should approve its wisdom, had it 
been founded upon any practicable plan of liberal 
policy. But it appears to have been the result 
only of daring profligacy, illiberal and impro- 
vident. The hope even that Lacedaemon would not 
instantly interfere with vigor, was ill-conceived. 
Xen. Hei. The ephors resolved, that the injurious insolence 
1 ^ 13 .' ^ of the Phliasians should be restrained by arms; 
and Agesilaus undertook the command. Among 
those who had recurred to Lacedaemon for redress, 
were two families which had particular claim to 
his protection ; that of the venerable Podanemus, 
who had been connected in hospitality with the 
revered king Archidamus, his father, and that of 

Procles, 
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Procles, who had the same connection with sect. 
Agesilaus himself. , iv- 

No delay was made : the border-passing sacri- Xenoph 
fice WRS not likely to be unpropitious ; Agesilaus '■ *• 
was reddy to enter Phliasia, when an embassy 
met him, deprecating hostilities, and offering 

IT J £ 1- L • * j'oluilin. 

money.. He unswered that he was not coming xenoph. 

‘ to injure any, but only to relieve the injured.’ [Is! ',.^5 
‘ They professed themselves reddy to do what- 
‘ ever could be required.’ ‘ Professions,’ he told 
them, * could find no credit, when deceit had 
‘ alreddy been practised.’ Upon being asked 
then what pledge he required, he answered, ‘ the 
‘ same with which Lacedaemon had formerly been 
‘ trusted, without injury to Phlius : they must 
‘ ^ve him possession of their citadel.’ This being .mc. 
refused, he prosecuted his march, and without 
delay surrounded Phlius with a contravallation. 

All the Lacedaemonians, however, were not 
sati'ified with these measures. It was observed 
by many, even in the army, that, however those 
\^ln Vd Phlius might be tyrannical sovereins, 
tney had been valuable allies ; and, whatever 
might be the plea of generosity or justice, it was 
no good policy, for the sake of comparatively 
a few families, to make Lacedaemon eternally 
odious to a city, which had five thousand men, 
able, and, till now, reddy, to bear arms in its 
service. Agesilaus skilfully obviated this growing 
discontent. The Phliasian refugees were not with- *. 17- 
out friends in the city. Such incouragement was 
held out for desertion, that, in a short time, 
those serving in the besieging army were more 
VOL. VI. K than 
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CHAP, than a thousand, distinguished, among the troops’ 

• for being well-armed, able-bodied, exact in sub- 
ordination, and zealous in service ; insomuch that 
the late murmurs were changed for the observa- 
tion, that these were such allies as Lacedaemon 
wanted. 

He”T5 ^ system of order, • economy, 

e. 3. 8. 21. and forbearance, usual where due military subor- 
dination is established, but contrary to all com- 
mon experience among the turbulence of the 
Grecian democracies, disappointed the expec- 
tation of the besiegers. The blockade had alreddy 
exceeded the time calculated for the consumption 
of the provisions in the place. But one of those 
extraordinary characters, of which Greece was 
fruitful, and which its political circumstances were 
peculiarly adapted to bring forward, had at this 
i. 22. time the lead among the Phliasians. In the 
instance of Delphion, says Xenophon, was seen 
the ascendant which daring courage may obtain 
over the minds of the multitude. He was a man 
of high rank in his city, but his dependence w as 
upon about three hundred followers. With these 
at his devotion, he so awed the whole people, 
that a clear majority in the general assembly, 
desirous of capitulating, dared not come to a vote 
upon it. Under a government called a demo- 
cracy, he imprisoned at his pleasure, on suspicion, 
or pretended suspicion, of disaffection to the 
popular cause. His despotism, however, was 
not wanton or useless. He alone could inforce 
a strict military discipline ; and, by an unwearied 
personal activity, he did inforce it. Constantly 

attoidiog 
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attending himself, he compelled the citizens to sect. 

regular attendance in their turn for guard * never , 

failing to go the rounds, he insured watchfulness 
and hdelity on guard. Nhr was he thus daring 
only toward the multitude, his soverein; he 
showed himself worthy of command, by daring 
against the enemy. In many sallies, at the head 
of his three hundred, he was successful against 
the posts of the besiegers. When, notwithstand- Xmoph. 
ing the short allowance, which had been esta- c s. >. aj. 
blished by a vote of the generaf assembly, famine 
began to press, his w'arrant sufficed for searching 
eveiy house for corn. All resources at length 
failing, he gave the word, and a herald was sent 
to Agesilaus, requesting a truce, that ministers 
might carry to Lacedasmon a decree of the 
Phliasian people, for surrendering the city to the 
pleasure of the Lacedaemoman government". 

Agesilaus seems to have felt that, by this '•••»• 
message, it was intended to put a slight upon 
him. He nevertheless immediately granted the 
truce, and his influence at Lacedasmon sufficed to 
procure that the Phliasian ministers should be 
sent back to treat with him, as plenipotentiary for 
the Lacedsemonian commonwealth. It does not 
appear that Delphion was a man of great views, 
or that, from the first, he had any well-founded 
hope of final success. He seems rather to have 
been a man fond of action and enterprize, with 
daring courage and moderate abilities ; retldy in 
emergencies, but incapable of extensive concep- 
tions ; fitter to command Phlius, and Phlius be- 
sieged, than to direct the affairs of a great nation, 

“ T9U Tuit 
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CHAP, or of any but in time of turbulence. For daring 
.. . enterj^ize upon a narrow scale, his talents were 

extraordinary. After the granting of the truce, 
the Lacedaemonians 'strengthened their guards, 
and kept a stricter watch to prevent egress from 
the town. Nevertheless, attended by one faithful 
slave, who had given frequent proof of his courage 
and address in pilfering the besiegers’ arms", 
Delphion escaped by night. 

The conditions which Agesilaus required may 
seem, in modem times, not mild ; but, due regard 
being had to the manners and circumstances of 
his age, and to the responsible situation in which 
he stood, they will be found strongly marked with 
that spirit of liberality which was generally con- 
spicuous in him. If precedents had been desired, 
they might have been found, for sending com- 
missioners from Lacedmmon, to decide arbitrarily 
between the two parties of the Phliasian people ; 
to banish, and even condemn to death at dis- 
Xenoph. cretion. Agesilaus committed the business to a 
C. V1.M. tribunal composed of a hundred Phliasians; fifty 
only of those who had been driven into exile, 
and an equal number friendly to the opposite 
party, or so far esteemed so that they had re- 
mained in the city. After deciding who should 
suffer death as authors of the late civil war, and 
who should live to compose the future Phliasian 
commonwealth, they were to model at their 

discretion 

” STiy/MTtac Ti( •( vf iiXilt owHa rSi mMtptirliii. 

The fact, if related by an author, not a military man, might 
he doubted ; from Xenophon it cannot. The explanation 1 
leave to military men, who have given their attention to the 
antient art and practice of war. 
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discretion the constitution and the laws, by which 
that commonwealth should be governed. Upon 
these conditions, in the twentieth month of the 
blockade, the town was surrendered; and, to 
inforce order till the new constitution should be 


SECT. 

IV. 


settled, a Lacedaemonian garrison was placed 
in it. 


While Agesilaus was employed in this petty Xon. Hci. 
kind of domestic war, wdthin Peloponnesus, 
Agesipolis had begun to show the vigor and 
ability expected of him in his forein command. 

He wasted the Olynthian territory, he took 
Torone by storm ; but, in the middle of the 
summer heats, he was seized with an inllamma- 
tory fever, which presently threatened to be fatal. 

The science of medicine^ notwith.standing the 
deserved fame of Hippocrates, appears not yet 
to have been generally diffused among the Grecian 
republics. A litt|e before his ilness, Agesipolis 
had visited the temple of Jlacchus, at Apliyteus, 
famous for the beauty and coolness of its shady 
bowers and limpid waters. A strong desire seized 
him to revisit them, in the imagination that they 
would afford a relief which his medical attendant 


could not give. He was accordingly conveyed 
to Aphyteus, but died soon after, without the 
temple; the superstition, which taught the Greeks 
to fear the anger of the deity, for permitting the 
pollution of death within the hallowed building, 
apparently denying to the suffering prince the 
repose and shelter which he so much wanted. 
Neither attention nor expence, however, was 
spared, after his decease, to honor his memory, 
X 3 and 



HISTORY OF GREECE. 


*34 

HAP. and show respect to his rank. His body, accord- 
‘ ing to the Spartan ceremonial, was presei^^ in 
honey, and in that state carried the long and 
difficult journey to Lacedasmon, there to have 
the funeral rites performed, which custom had 
established for the burial of the kings. 

Agesipolis seems to have been a real loss to 
his country. Tho aiming, and with fair prospect 
of success, to rival Agesilaus in military fame, 
no jealousy subsisted between them. He treated 
his elder collegue, on all occasions, with the 
respect due to superior age and high character. 
He received in return unfeigned friendship from 
Agesilaus; whose liberal mind considered him 
less as a rival, than, in public affairs, a valuable 
assistant, and in privajte a desirable companion, 
loph. The successor of Agesipolis in the Thracian 
■ s. command, Polybiades, was but too successful in 

v c.ga. restraining the liberal and beneficent policy of 
Olynthus within the narrow limits of a single 
city. In undertaking to withstand the power of 
Lacedaemon, the Olynthians had depended upon 
the support of Athens and Bceotia. But the 
unexpected revolution in Thebes had given the 
force of Bceotia to their enemies, and deterred 
the interference of Athens. Possibly, after their 
great success against Teleutias, their affairs may 
have been conducted with less prudence than 
when they were but rising to power. They may 
have lost some of their ablest leaders ; or pros- 
perity, inflating the popular mind, may have 
given advantage to turbulent demagogues ; nnd 
interested intrigue or popular caprice may have 
5 overborne 
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overborne wise counsel. Xenophon has left us sect. 
no particulars; he has not even named one of . . 

their leading men. We hear of no battle fought, 
no town taken ; Polybiades was master of the 
country; the Olynthiaus could receive no relief 
by sea; famine pressed, and they sent ambassadors 
to Lacedaemon to sue for peace. It was granted B. C, 379. 
upon the usual terms of subordinate alliance ; spring!’ 
that the friends and enemies of Lacedaemon 
should be respectively such to Olynthus, and 
that the Olynthians should serve in arms wherever 
the Lacedaemonians might lead. 


SECTION V. 


Apparent Confirmation and real Inslahility of the Lace- 
demonian Supremacy in Greece. Conspiracy and Revolution 
in Thebes. 

Thus Lacedaemon acquired the glory of crushing 
finally the wisest and noblest project for a re- 
publican government, upon a broad foundation, 
perhaps ever attempted in Greece. Such at 
least the Olynthian union appears, in the slight 
sketch, a meet shadow, without a decided outline, 
which remains to us from Xenophon. Possibly 
it may have had greet defects with which we are 
not made acquainted ; and indeed if a govern- 
ment had ever been seen in Greece, with all the 
merit which his account, not intended for pane- 
gyric, indicates, unbalanced by very gross defects, 
we should still more wonder at, and still less 
excuse, the excessive deficiency of the political 
ideas, transmitted to posterity, in the writings of 
such men as Xenophon, Plato, Isocrates, and 

K 4 Aristotle. 


SECT. 

V. 



HISTORY OF GREECE. 


130 

CHAP. Aristotle. It is indeed remarkable, that the 
. . celebrated panegyrical oration of Isocrates, in 

[boc. paneg. whicH, while his great object was to persuade the 
' ' ' Greeks to peace among themselves, he could 
propose no means but union in war against Persia, 
then at peace with them, was spoken or published 
while the Lacedaemonian arms w'ere employed 
in the destruction of the Olynthian constitution. 
Could Lacedaemon have adopted a policy so 
liberal as, in its general outline, the Olynthian 
appears to have been, could she have united 
herself with such a republic, and used her ex- 
tensive influence to promote the scheme, a state 
might have been formed, of a firmness to resist 
all external violence, and capable of dissolution 
only from that internal corruption, to which the 
Author of nature has willed that everything human 
shall be liable. But, as we have alreddy observed, 
those very institutions, by which Lacedaemon had 
now florished for centuries, and, for the smallness 
of her means, was become wonderfully greal^ 
those very institutions made it impossible for her 
to become so great. To coalesce was beyond 
her nature : her great lawgiver’s system, admirable 
for its purpose, had no such purpose in view : she 
could be great, and even safe, only by keeping 
those around her divided. This was now done. 
The reviving empire of Athens was broken; 
Boeotia was split into many states ; Corinth and 
Argos were separated ; the Olynthian union was 
dissolved j the renovation of existence, given to 
the obscure kingdom of Macedonia, harmonized 
with the plan of division; those of the allies 

who 
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who had dared to show an adverse disposition, 
had been punished ; and thus, as the cotemporary 
historian has observed, the authority of Lace- 
daemon, over Greece, seemed more firmly esta- 
blished than at any former period. 

But the Lacedaemonian authority, over Greece, 
was not of a nature to be permanent : too weak 
for command ; too proud for influence. We have 
seen, in the authentic testimony of Xenophon to 
what the Cyreian army experienced, the haughty 
despotism of the Lacedaemonian commanders, 
at a distance from home. Tho we find such 
conduct sometimes severely punished, proof that 
the Lacedaemonian administration was aware of 
evils likely to arise from it, yet that the restraint 
was very uncertain, is sufficiently evident. Within 
Greece the administration was better able to 
check the indiscreet or interested tyranny of its 
officers. But it could not equally restrain the 
chiefs of the Lacedaemonian party in the dependent 
republics, by whom those republics were held in 
submission to Lacedmmon. To men so necessary, 
great indulgence would be indispensable : to sup- 
port them, without inquiry, or even notoriously 
against right, might appear sometimes of political 
necessity. Hence discontent, vehement discontent, 
was ceaseless, sedition ever working, and revolt 
reddy. 

Evident however as it is that the foundation of 
the Lacedaemonian power was slippery in extreme, 
still, when we consider the value of the advantage 
it possessed in the abilities and virtues of Agesilaus, 
we cannot behold, without astonishment, the 

minuteness 
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CHAP, minuteness of the force, and the trivial character of 
. xxvL^ tlje circumstances, which began its overthrow, in 
the very moment, when it appeared most esta- 
Xeiioph. blished. Xenophon ascribes all to the just ven- 
e. 4! i. 1. geance of the Deity ; honestly declaring the infamy 
of the conduct of Lacedaemon, tho his friend and 
patron was implicated, in holding the citadel of 
Thebes by violence, directly against the most 
solemn oaths, under the sanction of which, among 
the articles of confederation, the independency 
of every Grecian city was warranted. The new 
government of Thebes was necessarily odious to 
the great body of the Theban people, and indeed 
to every honest Theban citizen. But fear, which 
restrained action, taught also to conceal senti- 
ments ; and thus a government of violence, whether 
the form of the tyranny be monarchal, oligarchal, 
or democratical, is always risking to defeat its own 
purposes. 

Among the revolutions of the Theban common- 
wealth, that part of the constitution seems to have 
remained unaltered, by which the principal execu- 
tive power, civil and military together, that power 
which had formerly been held by her^itaiy 
princes, was committed to annual magistrates, 
».s. intitled polemarcs, chief-warriors. Archias and 
Philippus held the high office, when Phyllidas, 
their secretary and confidential minister, was called 
on some business to Athens. Phyllidas there 
found a Theban of rank, named Mellon, with 
whom he had formerly been intimate, living in 
exile, to which the revolution had driven him. 
Their past opposition in politics did not prevent 

Mellon 
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Mellon and Phyllidas from communicating a gain 
as private friends ; and, Mellon’s curiosity lea ding 
him to inquire about men and things in Thebes, 
to his surprize he found the secretary highly dis- 
satisfied with the existing government there. More 
explanation thence taking place, the result was 
a plot for overthrowing the existing government, 
and restoring democracy. Phyllidas returning to 
Thebes, and measures being prepared, Mellon, 
with only six associates, passed by night from 
Attica into the Theban territoiy. Lying con- 
cealed during the following day, they approached 
the city as evening closed, and entered with the 
last of that crowd of husbandmen, returning from 
their daily toil, who, in a country politically con- 
stituted like the greater part of Greece, dared not 
inhabit detached cottages or open villages. Pro- 
ceding unmolested, they were received in the 
house of Charon, a party to the plot, where they 
staid the night, and the following day. 

Just preceding the expiration of the annual 
magistracies was the season, according to antient 
custom, of a festival of Venus at Thebes. The 
polemarcs, Archias and Philippus, were men of 
pleasure. Their secretary, Phyllidas, possibly a 
warm patriot, was certainly not a man of nice 
honor or strict honesty. According to report, 
which Xenophon thought worthy of notice, he was 
trusted by the polemarcs as a confidential minister 
to their private pleasures; and he had under- 
taken, favored by the licence of the festival, to 
bring the most dutiful women of the best ia« 
milies of Thebes to their revel. Through his 

privilege 
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CHAP, privilege of unlimited access, when the polemarcs 
. . and their company were far gone in intoxication, 

introduced the conspirators, three habited as 
*•*’ ladies, the others as their female attendants. The 
dismission of male attendants was procured, on 
pretence of delicacy toward the ladies. As far, 
at least, as this story tends to reveal the manners 
of the age, we may give it credit, as it is told by 
»■ Xenophon : tho, he says, according to some the 
conspirators were introduced as ordinary visitors'*. 
What we learn with certainty is, that the pole- 
marcs were on that night assassinated. 

This important beginning being successfully 
made, Leonliades, author of the late revolution, 
was the next object of the conspirators. Phyllidas, 
in whom Leontiades, as well as the polemarcs, 
fully confided, conducted them to his house. Pre- 
tence of business from the polemarcs gained 
him immediate admission to 'an inner apartment, 
whither Leontiades had retired from supper, and 
where his wife was sitting by him, busied in those 
works of the distaff or needle, in which the Grecian 
ladies principally employed themselves. Leon- 
tiades was killed upon the spot, and silence was 

imposed 

** Concerning a matter in which private history was so 
much involved with public, and party interest with both, 
various stories, some true, some false, and some partly true) 
partly false, were likely to be circulated. Xenophon, who 
lived at the time, yet long outlived the time, and was in a 
situation to be better informed than almost any other could 
be, has related some things with confidence ; others as less 
certain. Plutarch, who wrote some centuries after, has 
differed from Xenophon in regard to some particulars, added 
to him many, declared no authority, except Xenophon’s, and 
expressed no doubt His purpose was to t^ a good story, of 
which Pelopidas was to be the hero. 
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imposed upon the lady, with the threat of death sect. 
to every person in the house, unless, as soon as . y* . 
the assassins went out, the doors were locked, and 
afterward kept close. 

The leaders of their opponents being thus dis- Xenoph. 
patched, the conspirators proceeded to the state- c.4!i.8. 
prison, where some of their friends were confined. 
Phyllidas, pretending an order from the polemarcs, 
obtained admission there also. The keeper was 
instantly put to death ; and the prisoners, being 
released, were directed where to find arms, and 
whither to repair with them. 

The conspirators so confided in the general *. 9 . 
hatred of the existing government, that, without 
farther preparation, they caused summons to be 
proclaimed, for all the citizens, equally the knights, 
and those inrolled in the heavy-armed, to assemble 
in arms ; adding the information, * that the tyrants 
‘ were no more ! ’ Diffidence however kept all 
within during night. Meanwhile messengers were 
dispatched to the refugees on the Attic borders, 
and to Athens itself : for it was known that two 


of the annual generals of Athens were warm in 
the cause. When day broke, what had passed 
becoming notorious, the citizens, horse and foot, 
assembled in arms, and arranged themselves with 
the conspirators. 

The first alarm, which reached the Lacedsemo- ».i». 
nian governor in the citadel, was from the nightly 
proclamation. Immediately he sent to Platsea 
and Thespiss for reinforcement to his scanty gar- 
rison. A detachment marched from Plataea ; but 
the Theban horse met and routed it. As the 

victorious 
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CHAP, victorious cavalry reentered the city, the refu- 
V . gees from the borders, and a body of Athenian 
auxiliaries, arri^fed, With this addition of strength, 
it was resolved, without delay, to assail the cita- 
Xenoph. del. The Lacedscmonians saw the preparation, 
c. 4. s. ii. and heard large reward proclaimed for who should 
first mount. Thinking then their numbers unequal 
to resist all Thebes, apparently united and zealous, 
they proposed to surrender the fortress, upon con- 
dition that they might depart in safety, with their 
arms. To this the Thebans gladly consented, 
and the capitulation was ratified with libations 
‘■i*’ and oaths. Their march out of the place was 
watched, with a jealousy justified by preceding 
circumstances. But when there were seen among 
them some of those Thebans who had been active 
in the late government, then the virulence of the 
Greek sedition broke forth: the victims were 
dragged from their protection, and none so taken 
escaped death **. But the state of Greece, a 

kind 


^ '* ’Ef imIw /tfiloi, mnv! twiynfvmit rS> ix6(St ofimt evAXm/Jianmt 
uwiitniMtp, Xenophon has not specified them by any namp 
but that of enemies ; but what he mentions afterward of the 
treatment of their families, were it otherwise dubieus, would 
ucertain that the executed were Thebans, and not Lace- 
daemonians. 


It has beenowing apparently to the general’ irregularitv 
and uncertamty of Grecian criminal law, that the Greek 
language, so superior to all others in accuracy for moat pur« 
jwses, IS so inferior to our own, in words for distineuishimr 
the venous degrees of cmality, which may attend the act 
of putting a man to death. Hence we have sometimes diffi- 
culty to ^ther, from the expressions of historians, what 
of tuipitude we should impute to the actions which 
they relate. Ammtw, the common word for to Ail/ is 
eoually used to expr^ the foulest murder, or putting to dmth 
^r just tnal, in the most legal manner by the hands of 
the pubhc executioner (as in this chapter of Xenophon, s. 13.) 

The 
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kind of hotbed of crimes, gave occasion also for 
the exercise of virtues. The Athenian auxiliaries, 
who looked upon the Thebans of the Lacedaemo- 
nian interest, not with the rancorous hatred of 
party opponents, but with the more liberal enmity 
of forein foes, exerted themselves generously for 
them ; and by favoring their concealment, saved 
many. They could not however save some more 
helpless and innocent objects of the horrid revenge 
or base fear of the Thebans : the children of those 


SECT. 

V. 


who had been executed were put to death. 

Among the revolutions of which Greece was so 
fruitful, for justness of cause, boldness of un- 
dertaking, ability of plot and arrangetnent, and 
daring vigor in execution, the delivery of Thebes 
has been justly celebrated. Perhaps moderation in 
assassination should be added to its eulogy ; for 
the execution of those who were at mercy, and 
the murder of the children, who could have de- 
served no ill, did not take place till the revolution 
was completed; and, we may hope, should be 
ascribed, not to deliberate design in the leaders, 
but to the wild fuiy of popular passion, which 
they could not restrain. The better-taught judge- 
ment, however, of modem times will not, with 
the philosophic Plutarch, give its unmixed ap- 
plause to the means employed, and extol the 
revolution of Thebes as a model, to be justly com- 
pared with that effected at Athens, by Thrasybulus, 

through 

The additions dticaiw;, AHicttf, axflnit, Sx vfonltKt ^i^d 

perhaps others, are sometimes used to mark a distinotiun, but 
often omitted. Xenophon's expression on this occasion, evx- 
vt( asnxnirair, rather, 1 think, implies that some le^ 
forms were observed ; and yet we have difficulty to reconcile 
this with the treatment of the children of the sufierers. 
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CHAP, through open war, unsullied by assassination and 
. perfidy’*. Xenophon, in his Agesilaus, has not 

ill defined that deception»whiGh may be allowable 
in politics and war. Agesilaus, he says, held, that 
Xen. Age>. ‘ to dcccive those who mistrust us is wise ; those 
*’ ^ ‘ who trust us, wicked'*.’ 

He calls the two revolutions of Athens and Thebes, 
fAgyireu ital rug Vfu^iug. Plut. Pelop. p. 513> 5^4- 

The necessity has frequently occurred, by no means a 
pleasant necessity, to speak slightingly of Plutarch’s autho- 
rity. Jf any reader, swayed by the merit, altogether, of 
Plutarch’s works, or by the respect in which he has been 
extensively held, may think I have been extreme in depreci- 
ating his judgement or his accuracy as an historian, 1 should 
wish that his account of the Theban revolution might be 
compared with Xenophon’s. The life of Pelopidas, as his 
fellowcountryman, was a favorite subject with Plutarch, and 
the exploit by which Thebes was delivered from the Lace- 
daemonian dominion, a very favorite part of it. On this 
favorite subject, an ill-judging zeal, the zeal of a closet-philo- 
sopher, unversed in active life, to make his hero keep the stage 
with effect, has led him, 1 must own it appears to me, into 
strange puerilities. He exhibits Pelopidas babbling publicly, 
when evidently the most cautious secrecy was requisite. He 
describes him ingaged in furious combat ; under circumstances 
tending strongly to confirm Xenophon’s account, according 
to which the business was so much better managed, that 
nothing more was necessaiy than to poniard an unarmed 
man, surprized in the security of domestic privacy. He 
attributes then to the sage Epameinondas an indiscretion 
truly wonderful. While, according to his account, the elo- 
quence of Pelopidas incited the exiles, Epameinondas, by an 
ingenious device, prepared the minds of the citizens, at home, 
to join in the proposed scheme of revolution. In the places 
of public exercise, he iocouraged the Theban youth to ven- 
ture upon wrestling and boxing with the Lacedaemonians of 
the garrison. To their surprize, they found themselves far 
superior to their antagonists: they were of course elated 
with unexpected success; and thence Epameinondas took 
occasion to reproach them with the baseness of their submis- 
sion to a people inferior. It might be supposed, from this 
story, that Epameinondas meant to admonish the Lacedaemo- 
nians to strengthen their garrison, and keep stricter watch. 

It is among the real merits of Plutarch, which 1 have 
before taken occasion to observe, that he not unfrequently 

names 
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SECTION VL 

Motives, at Lacedcmon, for lenient Conduct toward Thebes. 

Command in War against Thebes, declined by Agesilaus, 

Committed to Cleombrotus. Uncommon Storm. Change in 

Athenian Politics, adverse to Thebes. 

* * 

It was incumbent upon the Lacedsemonian go- sec t. 
vernment to punish the Theban rebellion and . 
support its authority over Greece, or at once to 

resign 

names his authors. Now it is remarkable that, in his ac- 
count of the Theban revolution, the only author he quotes is 
Xenophon; from whom, indeed, evidently the best part of 
his account has been taken. As a cotemporary historian, 
much interested in the political events of the time, Xenophon 
had his partialities, and they were not in favor of Pelopidas 
or Epameinondas. On the contrary, the Lacedaemonians 
were his friends, and very particularly Agesilaus. Never- 
theless, his simple concise narrative does far more honor to 
the authors of the Theban revolution than Plutarch’s studied 
panegyric. Without any mention of secrecy, he shows that 
extraordinary secrecy was observed. Without any mention 
of courage or magnanimity, he exhibits, in the conduct of 
the conspirators, the daring pnidence of so many Caesars or 
Cromwells. While he thus does justice to those who, as 
public men, were his enemies, he acknowledges $0 candidly 
the faults of his friends, that even Plutarch could accuse 
them of nothing more. Among the advantages then of 
Xenophon, in the comparison, the reader of taste will admire 
that elegant simplicity, that perspicuous conciseness, which 
modern writers cannot too diligently emulate, but which, 
even were Xenophon the writer, no modern language could 
equal. 

Plutarch, in his tract intitled, little enough to its purpose, 

On the Daemon or Genius of Socrates, has inlarged the story 
of the delivery of Thebes into a kind of novel, giving mucli 
dialogue together with the deeds. It is an ingenious and 
amusing litUe work, and interesting for the information inter- 
spersed, concerning the philosophical theology of Plutarch’s 
day ; but it bears uo symptom of historical authority, beyond 
the gleanings from Xenophon. 

VOL. VL 


L 
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CHAP, resign that invidious authority, which perhaps 

. xx\ I. resigned with safety, 'yio mid- 

winter, therefore, it was resolved that an army 
should immediately march. In the same spirit, 
severity was exerted against the late governor 
of the Cadmeia, who suffered death for sur- 
rendering his trust. 

There is something of mystery in the conduct 
of Agesilaus toward' the Thebans, and not less 
of the Thebans toward Agesilaus, which the 
philosopher historian, who acted in the military 
and political transactions of the time, seems to 
have left studiously veiled. The gross affront 
put upon Agesilaus, previously to his sailing for 
Asia, when sacrihcing in the Theban territory, is 
not accounted for. The cause of that deeplaid 
scheme of enmity to Lacedaemon, which occa- 
sioned the recall of Agesilaus, is equally unex- 
plained. Why Agesilaus, when he had gained 
a great victory over the Thebans near Coroneia, 
did not pursue the advantage but, on the contraiy, 
led his army immediately out of their territory, 
remains an enigma. After this, that Agesilaus 
bore a hatred to the Thebans, which he suffered 
sometimes to sway his political conduct, the 
candor of Xenophon has led him to avow. The 
partiality of Plutarch, himsdf a Boeotian, would 
countenance an imputation, which seems however 
to have had no better origin than the ordinmy 
malice of party-spirit in Greece, that Agesilabs 
instigated the seizing of the Cadmeia. That, 
however, he supported the measure, whdn taken, 
in a manner not creditable to his character, 

Xenophon 
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Xenophon himself has shown. Yet when, in 
consequhace of the revolution which followed, war 
was denounced against Thebes, and an army was 
ordered to march, he declined the command. 

But much of what historians have not expressly 
declared, may be gathered from what they have 
made known. The pointed enmity of Thebes, 
toward Agesilaus and Lacedtemon, arose from a 
revolution in that city, by which, soon after the 
conclusion of the Peloponnesian war, the power 
passed from the oligarchal party to the demo> 
cratical. The new leaders could not hope to 
hold their power, unless they could ingage their 
commonwealth to break the Lacedaemonian con> 
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nection ; and a gross affront to a popular king 
might be very efficacious for their purpose. But, 
as the other party was still considerable, and the 
principal landowners were among its members, 
Agesilaus, after the battle gained on his return 
from Asia, might withdraw his army from the 
Theban territoiy, to favor the lands, not of his 
enemies, but of his friends ; and he might hope 
that his moderation, after victory, might soften 
the enmity of one party, while the credit of that 
victory would promote the influence of the othen 
If the oligarchy could be quietly restored in 
Thebes, his purpose would be better answered 
than by any success in arms ; and means might 
thus, more than by any other measures, be pro- 
moted, for his return, with his army, to prosecute 
his favorite plan of conquest in Asia. 

Patriotism upon a narrow scale, or attachment 
to a particular oommonwealth (tho it was oftener 

L s only 
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CHAP, only to a party in that commonwealth) was 
■ common among the Greeks ; but even the pre- 
tension to patriotism including all Greece, was 
Xenoph. rare’’. Xenophon ascribes to Agesilaus that 

t nobler patriotism : which seems indeed to have 

been an inheritance from his father Archidamus, 
communicated to both the kings his sons ; tho 
the inferior abilities of Agis gave less brilliancy 
to the fair portion. If we add the Athenian 
Cimon, it will be difficult to find another Grecian 
commander who has any clear claim to the 
eulogy. These however seem intitled to it, and we 
must therefore confine to the time when Agesilaus 
reigned, the praise which Xenophon makes 
Xenopli. peculiarly his. What other general, he asks, has 
piut. Agei. been known to decline taking a town, when he 
thought the plunder in his power, or to hold it 
a misfortune to conquer, when Greeks were his 
enemies? Dut Agesilaus, when, on his march 
from Asia, intelligence met him of the great 
victory obtained near Corinth, where, with the 
loss of only eight Lacediemonians, more than 
ten thousand of the ITieban confederacy were 
slain, instead of showing satisfaction, ‘ Unhappy 

* Greece ! ’ he exclaimed ; * your children thus 
‘ destroyed, in quarrels among themselves, were 
^ enough to have obtained glorious victory over 

* any number of barbarians.’ When afterw'ard, 
as he lay near Corinth, the refugees pointed out 
a plan for easily storming the city, he would not 
allow the attempt : ‘ To chastise a Grecian people,* 

he 

The Greek term f iXoTar^t; was nearly aynonymouB witli 
To express the more liberal patriotism, extending 
to the whole nation, the Greeks used the term f iXiW. 
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he said, ‘ may be necessary ; to extirpate or iuslave sect 
them cannot'*.’ ■ V' 

But the great purpose of Agesilaus, universal 
peace in Greece, and a union of the whole nation 
against the barbarians, was singularly thwarted . 
by the prevalence of the democratical party in 
Thebes; and this consideration, with perhaps 
some added stimulation from personal affronts, 
appears so far to have warped the general 
rectitude of his mind, as to have led him to 
support the treachery of Phoebidas, in seizing the 
Theban citadel. When however he observed 
those Thebans, who, through the insuing revolu- 
tion, acquired the lead in the government of their 
city, conducting themselves with no moderation”; 
when, on the contrary, after the counter-revolution 
effected by Mellon and Pelopidas, the whole 
Theban people seemed united in the opposite 
interest, he would no longer stand forward in a 
cause which he found so odious, and which a con- 
siderable party, even in Lacedaemon, reprobated. 

He avoided taking any part in the debate on Xcnopli. 
measures to be pursued ; and, when it was resolved is. 
that an army should immediately march, he 
claimed the privilege of his age for declining the 

command . Cleombrotus, 

” Xenophon has himself reported that Agis would not take 
Elis when in his power. (Xen. Hel. 1 . 3. c. 2. s. 19( & 

Ch. 24. 8. 2. of this Hist.) Hence it is clear that the 
peculiarity of the eulogy must be confined to the time when 
Agesilaus reigned. 

“ Tipmpm is a title which Xenophon more than once gives 
them. (s. 9. & 13.) 

*> *Twif if)’ aCsf. The uncertain value of tins 

eiqoassion has been already noticed. Dodwell (Chron. Xen. 

L 3 ad 
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CHAP. Cleombrotas, who had succeeded Agesipolis in 
. . the throne of the Eurystheneid family, seems, 

with the ephors, and the whole administration 
of Lacedsemon, to have imbibed a share of the 
moderation of Agesilaus. But had no step been 
taken in favor of the Lacedaemonian, or oligarchal 
party, in the Boeotian towns, its complete ruin, 
with the severest sufferings to individuals, to 
many individuals who deserved highly of Lace- 
daemon, must have followed. Already, in Thebes, 
the return of the emigrated, of one party, had 
been the signal for the leading men, of the other, 
to seek personal safety, by quitting whatever else 
B.C.378. was most dear to them“. Tho midwinter, there- 
jammry. fore, and very severe weather, the resolution for 
i)od«r. immediate march of an army for Boeotia was 

persisted in, and Cleombrotus was directed to 
take the command. The readiest passage of the 
mountains, north of the isthmus was occupied 
Xcnoph. by the Athenian general Chabrias, with a body 
s. 15. of targeteers. Cleombrotus however found the 
Plataean road open, by which he passed into the 
Theban territory, and incamped at Cynoscephalae. 

There 

ad ann. A. C. 37 ®* p. 65 ') supposes ri^fafaiMtla Stp’ SStK 
fifty-seven or fifty-eight, and that Agesilaus was already 
sixty-three. At that rate he must have been forty-five at 
his accession to the throne, when he was, according to Xeno- 
phon, (Ages. c. 1, 8. 6.) fr» /tit ra«<, still a youth. I should 
rather suppose him under thirty-five at his accession, and 
between fifty-two and fifty-five when his age excused him 
from forein service. The excuse was common to the Ung 
and the private soldier. 

“ This fiuniliar circumstance, among the Greeks, it was 
sufficient for Xenophon to express by the sin gly word icri- 

trrtiHonr, 

** The way by Eleutherae; for which Dodwell proposes, 
apparently with reason, to read Erythrs. 
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There he remained sixteen days, and then withdrew 
to Thespke. The purpose of die expedition seems 
to have been meeriy to give that protection, which 
the Lacedemonians owed to the Boeotian towns, 
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against the new govemm^t of Thebes ; and, for Xenoph. 
this, it was thought sufficient now to leave a third c!^' li;. 
of the army, under the command of Sphodrias, 
with a sum of money for raising a body of mer- 
cenaries. Cleombrotus therefore led the rest back 
toward Peloponnesus ; all, says the historian, while 
they reflected how carefully eveiy injury to the 
Theban territory had been avoided, wholly doubt- 
ing whether it was to be war or peace. 

In passing the mountain-barrier against the >• 
isthmus, the army was assailed by an uncommon 
storm. Between the town of Creusis and the 
Corinthian gulph, its violence was such, that 
many asses, laden with the baggage, were tumbled 
down the precipices ; shields were blown into the 
sea, and, in the impossibility, with their complete 
armour, to withstand its fury, most of the soldiers 
resorted to the expedient of depositing their shields 
among the crags, and loading them with stones. 

With difficulty, each making his way as he could, ms. 
they arrived, in the evening, at Aigostheni in the 
Megaric territory. Tho this was no ordinary 
tempest, yet the account of it, given by Xenophon, 
may assist us to the cause why, in a climate 
whose summer heats we are apt to suppose more 
intolerable than the roughness of the waning 
or early year, winter operations were so gene- 
rally avoided. Such an event never failed to 
alarm Grecian superstition. Some thought the 

L 4 displeasure 
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CHAP, displeasure of the gods announced at the conduct 
of.Lacedffimon towards Thebes : others supposed 
ill-fortune to the youthful general portended. 
Following events, tvith the recollection of the 
omen, brought, it was imagined, its explanation. 
As soon as the weather became moderate, the 
abandoned arms were collected ; and, the march 
being then prosecuted into Peloponnesus, the 
troops were, as usual, dismissed. 

Altho, in this expedition, so little was done to 
Xfnopii. the vulgar eye, its consequences were important, 
t!!’ *s.i9. Those, in Athens, desirous of peace, or averse to 
the Theban connection, represented with effect to 
the people, that the Corinthian territory was no 
longer the seat of war ; alreddy they had seen 
the Peloponnesian army pass by Attica into 
fioeotia; and before next harvest they might 
expect the ravage of Attica itself. The ungenerous 
fear of the tyrannous multitude was so excited, 
that, of the two generals who had favored the 
delivery of Thebes from the Lacedaemonian yoke, 
one was condemned and executed; the other 
saved his life by flight. 
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SECTION VII. 

Motives of the Theban Leaders for persevering in OpposUim to 
* Lacedaemon : Pelopidas^ Epameinondas. Corruption of the 
Lacedaemonian General Sphodrias : W eak Concession of 
Agesilaus : Renewal of Alliance between Athens and Thebes, 

Agesilaus Commander against Thebes. State of the smaller 
Republics ^ Greece. The Thebaid ravaged: Winter Cam- 
pain, Second Invasion of the Thebaid under Agesilaus: 

Sedition at Thespia. 

The great change which had taken place in the sect. 
politics of Athens, was highly alarming to the . . 

ruling party in Thebes. Unsupported they could B.C.378. 
not hope long to resist the power of Lacedasmon ; ’ 

and, whatever indications might have appeared 
of moderation, and a peaceful disposition, in the 
Lacedaemonian government, yet no peace with 
Lacedaemon could come unattended with the ruin 
of the chiefs of the party, assassins of the late 
polemarcs, and objects of the revenge of living 
numbers, whom they had driven into banishment. 

But among them were men of talents, such as 
Thebes had not before offered to the world’s 
notice. Of these, Pelopidas and Epameinondas 
were becoming eminent. Both of distinguished 
families, both of the democratical party, they con- »><«* '■ is- 
tracted an early friendship, tho otherwise their 
circumstances and their dispositions differed. 
Pelopidas was rich, Epameinondas poor: Pelo- 
pidas delighted to pass his time in action ; war, 
hunting, and the palaestra: Epameinondas in 

study 
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CHAR study and the schools of the philosophers*’ The 
> warm temper of Pelopidas urged him to put him- 
self forward in public business: Epameinondas 
thought it a duty to qualify himself for his country’s 
service ; but then claimed indulgence for his incli- 
nation to retirement and study, till circumstances 
might require his exertion. The activi^ of 
Pelopidas made it impossible that he could be an 
indifferent character in any public commotion. 
When therefore the party of Leontiades, with the 
assistance of the Lacedemonian army under 
Phoebidas, obtained the supreme power in the 
commonwealth, Pelopidas had been among those 
who were driven to seek their safety by flight ; 
while Epameinondas, considered only as a phi- 
losopher, remained undisturbed in Thebes. Pelp- 
pidas was, according to Plutarch, both in council 
and in action, foremost among the associates of 
Mellon, in the insuing revolution : Epameinondas 
joined in it only with the body of the Theban 
people. When the revolution was effected, Pe- 
lopidas was raised with Mellon and Charon, to 
the office of Bceotarc; a title assumed by the 
first magistrates of Thebes, instead of their antient 
title of polemarc, or conjointly with it ; in asser- 
tion of the claim of the Theban people to a 
superintending authority over all the cities of 
Boeotia, which the Lacedaemonians, under the 
pretence of vindicating the freedom of those cities, 
but really to insure their own command over tbwm^ 
had always strenuously opposed. 

The 

** PythagoreuB ille Lysis Thebanum Epaminondam (instj- 
tuit) baud scio an siunmum virum unum omnia Gneciss. Cic. 
dt Oiat. 3. 34. 
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The intrigue, which set Athens a^n at variance sect. 
with Lacedasmoa, was, according to Plutarch, vn. 
devised and managed by Pelopidas. Xenophon ' Fiat, vit 
^ves it to Theban policy, without specifying the 
author. Bribeiy was the inducement, at least Xenopb. 
suspected, for Sphodrias, the Lacedaemonian 
general in Thespiae, to take measures not to be 
otherwise easily accounted for. Marching in 
the afternoon, he entered Attica by night, with 
the purpose, or the pretended purpose, to be 
before dawn at Peiraeus, which had then no gates, 
and to take it by surprize. At Thria day broke s. si. 
upon him, and he returned ; but instead of 
endevoring to conceal his hostile intention, he 
plundered houses and drove off cattle. 

Before day intelligence reached Athens, that a 
large army was approaching. Alarm spred rapidly, 
and the whole people took arms. Three Lace- ss, ss. 
daemonian ministers, then in the city, were 
arrested. Astonished, themselves, at the fact 
related to them, they however soon convinced 
the principal Athenians, that, whatever the plot 
might be, they could be no parties to it; and, 
declaring their confidence that Sphodrias not only 
could have no authority for his injurious conduct 
but that his high rank and great connections would 
not screen him from due punishment for it, they 
were presently released. So far their assertions 
were soon confirmed, that Sphodrias was sum> 
moned - home, and a capital prosecution was 
instituted against him. 

Xenophon has labored, not to justify the in- , 
suing conduct of Agesilaus, but to win excuse for 

it. 
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it. Cleonymus, son of Sphodrias, a youth of 
. grrat merit, was the intimate friend of Archidamus 
son of Agesilaus, a youth also of great merit. 
Archidamus was distressed by his friend’s distress ; 
and Agesilaus, feeling for both of them, allowed 
his feeling to overbear his judgement. Against 
his own opinion of what was just and honorable, 
and against his country’s clearest interest, he 
exerted himself in favor of Sphodrias. It appears 
that trials of men in high public situations, at 
Sparta equally as at Athens, were before either 
the assembled people, or a court nearly as nu- 
merous as the ordinary popular assemblies. Of 
course opportunity was open for intrigue, and in- 
terest decided the judgement. Sphodrias never- 
theless feared to return home ; yet his trial, ac- 
cording to the general practice of Grecian courts, 
proceeded as if he were present. It was apparently 
in consequence of the notoriety of his guilt, that 
his friends chose to rest his defence principally on 
the plea of his former merits ; but the influence 
of Agesilaus gave such efficacy to this plea that he 
was acquitted. Xenophon, anxious for the credit 
of his friend and patron, has nevertheless evinced 
his superior regard for truth, by avowing that the 
decision was very generally considered as singu- 
larly iniquitous. 

The remoter consequences of this disreputable 
transaction were beyond human foresight ; but the 
strong probability, amounting almost to certain 
necessity, of what immediately followed, should 
not have escaped so experienced a politician as 
Agesilaus. Indignation pervaded the Athenian 
7 people ; 
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people; and it was no longer possible for those sect. 
leading men in Athens, who desired to maintain 
the Lacedaemonian connection, to refute the ora- 
tors of the Boeotian party, who asserted, that the 
Lacedaemonians not less evidently approved, and 
had incouraged, the treacherous project against 
Peiraeus, than the not less abominable, but more 
successful treachery, by which Thebes had been 
actually subjected to Lacedaemon. After the 
manner of democracies, not understanding con- 
vinced, but passion excited, like the reflux of a 
strong surf, bore all violently the way contrary to 
that which it had lately impelled ; and a majority 
of the same rash multitude which, a little before, 
had condemned its generals to death for promot- 
ing the delivery of Thebes from the Lacedaemo- 
nian yoke, now, with equally hasty and unreason- 
able zeal, ingaged in war with Lacedaemon to 
Support the measure. War, defensive and offen- 
sive, became the popular care. Peiraeus was 
secured with gates, ships were built, and M^ant of 
zeal in the Boeotian cause was considered as want 
of fidelity to the Athenian commonwealth. 

Having thus, by partiality for a guilty individual, 
brought a formidable addition to the before press- 
ing weight of war against his country, Agesilaus 
could no longer deny himself to the public voice ; 
which loudly called for his known ability and 
large experience to command the army, in pre- xenoph. 
ference to the untried talents of his youthful "'J '• 
collegue. Thebes remained the great object of 
hostility : but, with Athens now adverse, it was 
no longer easy for an army to pass from 

Peloponnesus 
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CHAP. Peloponnesus into Boeotia; and command of the 

— ro^ 4>Ter the intervening mountains must by 
some means be secured, 

It is only incidentally that we get any mforma- 
tion concerning those numerous inferior republics, 
which composed the far larger portion of the Greek 
nation: when it occurs, it is of course valuable. 
To the citizens of Lacedsemon and Athens great 
objects of ambition offered; and, if numbers 
suffered in the contest so excited, numbers would 
participate in the Joyful hope, at least, of one time 
finding large recompence. Meanwhile the body 
of the Lacedaemonian people might live in security 
and a dignified ease, after the manner prescribed 
by the peculiar institutions under which they were 
bred: and, for the Athenian, all the arts and 
every science combined to produce gratifications ; 
for the wealthy every kind of gratification, at 
their own expence, except security of person, 
property, and character; and, for the poorest, 
luxuries at the public expence, such as no others 
injoyed, with quiet and peace of mind, if not al< 
ways in their power, yet less liable to disturbance 
than among those whose private riches might draw 
popular envy. But, for the bulk of the Greek 
nation, the citizens of those numerous little re- 
publics, to whom the higher rewards of ambition 
were totally denied, our information hitherto has 
not represented their lot as generally enviable; 
and what we proceed to learn will be gratifying^ 
only as it may teach us to bless Providence for 
our own. 


A H;ar, 
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A war, unconnected with the greater concerns sect. 
of the Lacedaemonian confederacy, already exists 
within Boeotia. In that empire, which some of 
the Grecian republics exercised over others, and *• 
the Lacedaemonian, for a long time, over all, we 
see something of the principle of some despotic 
governments of modem Europe; allowing the 
people, as a recompence for deprivation of other 
liberty ,that of assassinating oneanother. The little, 
almost unheard-of, municipality of the Cleitorians 
waged war with their neighbors the Orchomenians. 
Unequal to their enemies in native military force, 
they had however pecuniary resources which in- 
abled them to supply the deficiency: they took 
into their pay a body of those troops, the use of 
which had, as we have seen, long been increasing 
in Greece ; vagabonds from various republics, who 
made war a trade, and were ready to ingage in 
any service for the best hire. Thus hostilities 
went forward, unregarded by any superintending 
authority, till a particular interest of Lacedmmon 
required that the broil should stop ; aPd then a 
mandate from Sparta sufficed to still the storm. 
Agesilaus saw, prepared by this little war, the 
means of securing for his army the passage from 
Peloponnesus, over the mountains, into the 
Boeotian plain. He demanded the service of the 
Cleitorian mercenaries for the purpose. The 
Cleitorians, desirous to gratify the king and people 
of Lacedsmon, were only anxious that, while 
their mercenaries were employed in the Lacedae- 
monian service, thdr lands, which they were 

themselves 
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CHAP, themselves unable to protect, might not be ravaged. 

. For this Agesilaus undertook to provide ; and he 
did it effectually, by sending his orders to the 
Orchomenians to abstain from hostility, ^hile 
Lacedasmon might have occasion for the Cleitorian 
troops. It seems there was an existing decree of 
the congress of the confederacy, forbidding war 
between the confederated republics, while an ex- 
pedition in the common cause was going forward; 
and, under the sanction of this decree, Agesilaus 
threatened the Orchomenians with the first ven- 
geance of the arms of that confederacy, of which 
their city was a member, if they disobeyed his 
order. The Orchomenians prudently acquiesced, 
and the Cleitorian mercenaries occupied the 
passes. 

Xeii. Hei. Boeotia being thus laid open to the Lacedsmo- 
1 38^1 arms, it remained for those able men, who 

led the Theban councils, to devise how, with un- 
equal forces, they might best protect the small but 
rich territory of their city. They fortified the 
whole frontier; and still their numbers were 
unequal to the defence always and everywhere. 
Agesilaus, able and indefatigable, penetrating their 
lines, plundered, burnt, and wasted to the city- 
Diod,).i 5 . walls. The consummate skill of the Athenian 
£.474^ general Chabrias, to whom the Thebans deferred 
iirchab.** occasion, baffled his endevors to force 

a general action; but the common object of a 
Grecian campain was accomplished. Agesilaus 
then placed a force in Thespiss, under the com- 
mand of Phoebidas, to protect the allies of 

Lacedaemon 
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Lacedaemon in northern Greece, durins the win- sect 

ter, and, returning into Peloponnesus, dismissed • 

the rest of his army. 

The patronage of a man distinguished, like 
Pheebidas, by that treachery which had reduced 
Thebes under subjection to Lacedaemon, we should 
not consider as creditable; but we are so little 
informed of Spartan domestic politics, that ground 
fails us even for conjecture, how far his appointment 
was the work of Agesilaus. Pheebidas, however, Xenoph. 
tho an unprincipled politician, seems to have been niuduV. 
an active and able officer. The Thebans, like ‘‘ *■ 

the Dorian Peloponnesians, descended from the 
same JEolian stock, valuing themselves upon their 
heavy-armed phalanx, disdained the missile wea- 
pons and desultory action of most of the northern 
Greeks ; whom they considered as, in their war- 
fare, little above barbarians. But the Lacedae- 
monians, by severe experience in their wars with 
Athens, had at length learnt the use of light- 
infantry ; and tho the force left under Pheebidas 
consisted mostly of targeteers, he did not content 
himself with defensive ^var, but so harassed the 
enemy’s territory with predatory Inroads, that the 
whole force of Thebes was collected to repress 
the troublesome and . destructive intrusion. The 
Theban army invaded the Thespian territory- 
Phoebidas, avoiding general action, gave never- 
theless such annoyance by desultory attacks, with 
his light troops, on the enemy’s flanks and rear, 
that he made both phalanx and cavalry retire in 
disorderly haste; and so without previous cir- 
cumspection and decision, that the cavalry were 

VOL. VI. M stopped 
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cKJkf- stopp^ by a deep glen crossing the way. This 
i hovrevec, which, in the ordinary coarse of events, 
shoald have been the ruin of the defeated, proved, 
ia the chance of war, that of the victorious party. 
The Theban cavalry being forced into action again, 
it happened that, in the first charge, Phoebidais 
was killed ; and here, as on former occasions we 
have been led to observe, it appeared of what 
consequence the life of one man might be. The 
mercenaries all fled; the few Lacedaemonians of 
the army were overpowered : approaching night 
prevented great slaughter, but the consequences 
xeiioph. were those of a complete victory. The Thebwis 
thenceforward commanded the country: their 
allies and partizans were incouraged, their adver* 
saries dejected : instead of any longer sufiering in 
their own territory, they plundered the lands of all 
around them : they were indeed unable to take a 
single town ; but the lower people of many de- 
serted to them in numbers ; and the Lacedaemo- 
nian party was so weakened, throughout Boeotia, 
that almost everywhere, support was wanting to 
check sedition and prevent revolt. These circum- 
stances being reported at Lacedaemon, a mora was 
sent, under the orders of a polemarc, who took 
his headquarters in Thespiae. 

01 n)o 7 ' Peloponnesian army was again assembled 
xJn.iid.' in spring, reinforced by a tody of horse from that 
1 . 47~L distant new member of the confederacy Olynthus, 
and Agesilaus again took the command. By early 
precaution he secured the passes of Cithieron, and 
entered, without opposition, the Boeotian pbin. 
The Thebans remained on the defensive wilhia 

their 
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their lines; but even those lines, by movements sect. 
ably planned and rapidly executed, Agesilaus . 
passed unopposed. Fearful of a battle, the enemy 
attended his motions, with little effect, while he 
extended ravage beyond Thebes, as &r as the 
Tanagrsean lands. When all the inimical Boeotian 
territoiy had been wasted, returning to Thespia;, 
he found that little city torn by the common rancor xmopii. 
of faction in Greece. One party, claiming to be 
more emkientiy the Lacedeemonian party, urged 
the moderate petition, that their opponents, tho 
professing themselves friends also of Lacedasmon, 
yet, for their less ardent zeal in the cause, might 
be put to death. It could not be easy to bring 
men, so violent in variance, to live within the 
same town in cordial friendship. Agesilaus how> . 
ever effected, at le$st, the semblance of a recon- 
ciliation ; and, for better security, required solemn 
oaths from both sides for, what the interest of 
both strongly demanded, but passion, more im- 
perious, had opposed, the preservation of the 
peace of their little commonwealth. After this 
good deed, he returned into Peloponnesus, and 
the anny was dismissed. 


u 2 
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SECTION VIIL 

Distress and exertions of Thebes: Naval assistance obtained 
from Athens: Timotheus commander , Pressure upon Lace'- 
daemon^ and successes of Thebes. Accommodation and breach 
again between Lacedamon and Athens: Siege of Corcyra 
by the Lacedtjemormns : Successes of the Athenians under 
Iphicrates. 


CHAP. That mode of offensive war, which had com- 

pelled the florishing and formidable common- 

B.C.377. wealth of Olvnthus to receive law's from Lacedse- 
01. 100. 4. 

Winter. moD, now began severely to press upon Thebes. 
He"T*6 successive years neither harvest, nor those 

c. 4. 1. 58. fruits which, in the hotter climates, are scarcely 
• less important than harvest, had been gathered by 
the Thebans from their territory; and the sur- 
rounding states, best able to afford supplies, ac- 
knowleged the Lacedsmonian empire. Boeotia, 
tho its extent, from the Euboean channel to the 
Corinthian gulph, gave it the advantage of two 
seas, nevertheless was low in the scale of Grecian 
maritime powrer. The supremacy of Thebes was 
unfavorable to maritime exertion, its proper terri- 
1 . 0. c. 4. jQfy ijeing wholly inland ; yet Thebes, whether 
through just or usurped dominion, at this time 
commanded ports and possessed ships of war. 
In the distress, therefore, arising from the pressure 
of the Lacedaemonian Rrms, it was resolved, before 
any concession should be made, to endevor to 
procure supplies by sea. 

Two triremes were accordingly apfl^tied'^^to 
attend commissioners, to whom ten tfdents, about 

two 
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two thousand pouhds Sterling, were intrusted, to sect. 
purchase com at Oreus in Euboea. The people . . 

of Oreus were known to be friendly, but they were 
restrained by a Lacedaemonian garrison in their 
citadel. The Theban commissioners therefore 
went to Pagasae, on the opposite Thessalian coast; 
hoping thence to manage their business with the 
requisite secrecy. The Lacedaemonian governor 
nevertheless receiving information of their mea- 
sures, allow^ them quietly to complete their 
purchase, and then, watching their departure, in- 
tercepted both ships, at such a distance from shore 
that none of the crews escaped. The result how- 
ever was far more beneheial to the Thebans than 
if their commissioners had met with unchecked 
success. For the prisoners, being placed in the 
citadel of Oreus, were so deficiently guarded, that 
they found opportunity to rise and overpower the 
garrison. The townspeople, relieved thus from 
the terror of the commanding fortress, disclaimed 
subjection to Lacedasmon; and, through the rest 
of autumn, and all the following winter, Thebes 
%vas abundantly supplied from Euboea. 

The disposition to yield, which want had begun B.C.37G. 
to excite among the Thebans, being thus obviated, spring’ ^ 
it remained for the Lacedaemonians, with the 
returning season, to repeat the invasion of Boeotia. 

An accidental injury to a blood-vessel, ill-treated 
by an iinskilfiil surgeon, h|d brought upon Age- c. 4. *. 58 . 
silaus. a severe ilness, which disabled him for 
military command. Cleombrotus was therefore 
again placed at the head of the army. With the 
. M 3 
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CHAP, usual deficiency of our infonaadeq, oencenuDg 
w . the domestic politics of LacedsenKNi^ it peaMtins 
unexplained to us why that inexperienced fmnce 
profited neither from the advice, nor the example, 
of his able collegue, to secure the passes into 
Bceotia. Not till he arrived at the loot of 
the mountains, he sent forward his targeteecs; 
and they were repulsed by the Athenian and 
Theban troops, which had preoccupied the ccwn- 
manding heights. Without another effort he 
returned then into Peloponnesus, and dismissed 
his army. 

Hull’s. Impatience and discontent pervaded the con- 
*. 4 . S.60. gress of the confederacy, which soon after met in 
Lacedaemon. It was observed, that the yearly 
calls for forein service bore hard upon the citizens 
of the allied republics, and yet no progress was 
made. Management and exertion were certainly 
deficient, or so great a force would have produced 
greater effects. A proper use of the unemployed 
navy, far superior in strength to the enemy’s, 
might have contributed to shorten the duration of 
the evil. Not only troops might have be^ 
securely transported into Boeotia, and the disgrace 
of an unsuccessful attempt to force the passage 
of the mountains avoided, but Athens, dependent 
upon transmarine supplies for so large a part of 
her subsistence, might have been reduced by 
• 61. famine. In consequ^ce of such remonstrances, 
a fleet of sixty triremes was equipped, uid, 
under the command of PoUis, took stations at 
iE^a, Ceos, and Andrus. This measiue 

the 
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the proposed effect. The corn-ships, bound for sect. 
Athens, coHimonly made Gersestus in Euboea. . . 

There getting information of the disposition of the 
enemy 's fleet, they dared not proceed ; so that, in 
Athens, want began to be apprehended. 

But the race of great men in Athens was not x. uopii. 
yet extinct. Chabrias, esteemed the most scientific 
officer of the age, was placed at the head of the “‘it"!;..-!!, 
fleet. Near Naxus he met and defeated Pollis, 
and thus again the seas were open for the Athe- 
nian trade. Preparation meanwhile was making x^n. ird. 
for transporting a powerful army, from Pelopon- 
nesus across the Corinthian gulph, to carry war 
into Bceotia, but the consequence of the weak 
compliance of Agesilaus, in compassion for a 
deserving son and a guilty friend, the compassion 
amiable in the individual, but the compliance 
highly blaraeable in the public man, fell now 
severely upon Lacedaemon. Tliebes applied to 
Athens, its ally, for naval protection, and a fleet 
of sixty triremes was sent, under the command of 
Timotheus, son of Conon, to circumnavigate 
Peloponnesus, and alarm the coast. The Pelo- 
ponnesian forces were in consequence detained at 
home, for the defence of their respective terri- 
tories, and the Thebans, on the contrary, had 
leisure for offensive measures ; whence their able 
leaders profited so well, that the great object of 
their party, what might best inable them, in all 
events to resist Lacedaemon, what, of course, it had 
been the great purpose of the Lacedaemonians to 
prevent, was completely accomplished. it t e j. n & 
cooperation everywhere of the democratical party, e. 
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CHAP, every town of Boeotia was brought^ith the name 
. . of alliance, under real subjection to Thebes. 

Xcnoph^ The Athenian fleet, meanwhile, commanding 
c.V 9.£4. the sea, when it had saved Bceotia from invasion, 
invaded Corcyra; and, a friendly party there 
assisting, the whole Hand was brought over to the 
Atlienian cause. Tiraotheus however would allow 
none of the usual severities against the over- 
powered party ; no selling into slavery, no banish- 
ment; but, by his liberal conduct, composing 
differences, he produced a general attachment to 
himself and to the Athenian name**. 

». 65 . 66 . The Lacedaemonians alw'ays saw with particular 
jealousy any interference of Athens in the western 
seas. Immediately therefore they exerted them- 
selves to assert their command tliere, and a fleet 
of fifty-five triremes was put under the orders of 
Nicolochus. More distinguished for daring cou- 
rage, than for talents or naval experience, Nico- 
lochus scorned, in fleets so numerous, to weigh 
the difference of five ships. Without waiting for 
a reinforcement, expected from Ambracia, he 
hastened to meet Timotheus, and he was defeated. 
Nevertheless, the Ambraciot squadron soon after 
joining him, he again proposed action. Timo- 
theus, however, being joined by a squadron from 

Corcyra, 

“ The circumstance that Timotheus was a pupil of Iso- 
crates, has led to a short hut pithy panegyric of him from 
Cicero : ‘ Isocrates clarissiraum virum Tiinotheum, Cononis, 

' praestantissimi imperatoris, lilium, summum ipsum.impeta- 
‘ torem, homiiiemque doctissimum (instituit.)’ M. T. Cic. 
de Orat 1 . 3. s. 34. To the same general purpose Diodorus! 

f ■ k *«•' iviliXnri, 

WiiBtiii nttA» rov Xoyov mSif it it‘ atifieu xai 

iti^if ti liin, wafi. TOK wcAiran, iWii n«1 roT, 
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Corcyta, which made his fleet more than seventy sect. 
triremes, even the rashness of Nicolochus th^n . . 

avoided to renew the trial of arms. 

During this unsuccessful exertion of Laceda*- Xenopii. 

^ ® , Hcl. I. 6. 

mon at sea, new emergencies arose, pressingly re- c. i.«. 1. 
quiring new exertion by land. The Thebans, after 
reducing all Boeotia under their obedience or 
influence, carried their arms into Phocis; and 
ministers arrived from that country, representing, 
that it must be lost to the Lacedaemonian alliance, 
unless speedily and powerfully relieved. ITiose 
who held the sway in Lacedienion deemed it, and 
apparently with reason, of great importance not 
to allow the new power of Thebes thus to spred. 

It was therefore resolved to send an army, larger 
than the former, for the protection of the northern 
allies. But, while the Peloponnesian shores were 
everywhere threatened, it was judged prudent to 
avoid requiring the usual proportion of the con- 
federates; whose governments and people would 
naturally be anxious to keep their utmost force 
at home, for the protection of their own lands. 

At the risk of Laconia itself, therefore, it was 
determined to send a larger proportion of Lace- 
daemonians ; with the hope, by this attention to 
the wishes and feelings of the allies, and mark of 
confidence in their bravery and fidelity, to con- 
ciliate attachment. Unfortunately Agesilaus was 
still unable to take the command, which was 
therefore committed to Cleombrotus. The army, c. *. ». 1. 
without opposition, crossed* the Corinthian gulph, 
and the Tliebans presently evacuated Phocis ; but 
they occupied the strong posts on the border, 

apparently 
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CHAP, apparently determined to dispute the eutjaJioe of 
, XXVI. ^ tlje Lacedeemooians into Boeotia. 

While things were thus critically situated, the 
Athenian fleet threatening the whole circuit of the 
Peloponnesian coast, relief came to Lacedsemon 
from a quarter whence it was not expected. Dis* 
satisfaction with their new political connection 
had spred among the Athenians. While they were 
consuming their public treasure, burthening diem> 
selves with imposts, and suflering depredation 
from Ailginetan corsairs, the Thebans had refused, 
possibly being little able, to contribute to the 
expence of that fleet, which had given the great 
turn in their favor; which had saved Boeotia from 
invasion, perhaps Thebes from ruin, and afforded 
the opportunity through which Tliebes was now 
Xenoph. mistress of Boeotia. Those leading men in Athens, 
c. •! 1 , who were desirous of peace, took advantage from 
this turn in the public mind, and ministers were 
sent to Lacedaemon. No complex interests occur- 
ring for discussion, peace was quickly concluded ; 
and orders wm:e sent from Athens, for Timotheus 
to stop the operations of his victorious fleet, and 
return home. 

Unfortunately a matter, in a great degree acci- 
dental, and of which the modem eye widi diffi- 
culty discovers the importance, presently unsettled 
all that appeared so happily accommodated. 
Timotheus, in his way home, put some Zacynthian 
exiles ashore on their iland ; of which the Zaeyn- 
thians in power complained to Lacedsemcm, 
as a gross injury. This concise statement, from 
the cotemporary historian, will not be wholly 

unintelligible 
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untQt^ligible to those who have thus far followed sect. 
Grecian history. The Athenians however, con- ■ 
scious of olFence or not, so little expected that it x*"- 
would occasion a renewal of hostilities, that they i- r. s', 
had already laid up their fleet and dismissed their 
crews, when a vote pas^d the Lacedaemonian 
assembly, declaring that the Adienians had acted, >. 3 - 
injuriously, and that reparation should be sought 
by arms. It seems as if an interchange of cha- 
racter had taken place between the Athenian and 
Lacedaemonian governments. Great certainly 
was the merit of those leaders of tlie Athenian 
councils, who could make circumspection and 
moderation distinguish the proceedings of a demo- 
cracy, while, notwithstanding the general autho- 
rity and general prudence of Agesilaus, the 
measures of the elderhood of Sparta were sub- 
ject to the influence of passion. An earnestness 
appeared, as if the dearest interests of Lacedemon 
were threatened. Requisitions were sent to all 
the maritime allies; and from Corinth, with its 
colonies, Leucas and Ambracia, Elis, the Achaian 
cities, Zacynthus, and the independent Argolic 
states, Epidaurus, Troezen, Hermione, and Halim, 
a fleet was collected of sixty triremes. In doubt, 
still, of the sufliciency of the force to be obtained 
within Greece, ministers were sent to Dionysius, j.3. 
whose power or influence directed the politics of 
Syracuse and the greater part of Sicily, repre- 
senting how incompatible it was with his interest 
that the Athenians should command Corcyra, and 
requesting assistance against them. 


Here 
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CHAP. Here (ihe cotemporary historiut discovers to ua 
XXVl r j 

9 . motive for the conduct of the. Lacedaemonian 

government, superior to the meer consideration of 
the interest of a friendly party in Zacynthus. The 
means which the connection with Corcyra gave 
to Athens, for maintaining a fleet and holding a 
commanding influence in the western seas, always 
an object of the highest jealousy to Lacedaemon, 
made any attempt to extend the Athenian interest 
there, at the expence of the Lacedaemonian, pe- 
culiarly offensive and alarming. But, if, in the 
silence of Xenophon, the probable report of 
Oiodor. Diodorus may be taken, there was a farther al- 
p.4eo.' ‘ lurement and incentive. The oligarchal party in 

Corcyra, at a crisis with the democratical, then in 
power, applied to Lacedaemon for assistance ; and 
the recent transaction of Timotheus in Zacynthus, 
might seem in some degree to justify the interfe- 
rence of Lacedaemon in the affairs of Corcyra. 
Measures however were taken with a haste, and 
in a style of violence, forbidding friendly dis- 
cussion. Immediately against Athens, indeed, war 
was not declared, nor any hostility directed ; but 
Mnasippus, appointed to command the fleet, was 
Xeii.Hei. instructed generally, ‘ to take care of the Lace- 
‘ daemonian interest in the western sea,’ and par* 
ticularly, ‘ to reduce Corcyra.’ 

We have seen that unfortunate iland, toward 
the beginning of the Peloponnesian war, singularly 
a scene of bloodshed and desolation, from the rase 
of its own citizens against oneanother. Taught 
by their sufferings, the surdvors had settled into 

orderly 
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orderly govBrnmient; and their experience seems sect. 
to have been transmitted, by report, as an advan> • ^ 

tagebus inheritance to their children ; for Corcyra 
ivas at this time remarkable for its high cultivation 
and the splendor of its country houses; the security 
of an insular commonwealth allowing and incou* 
raging improvements there, which, on the con* 
tinent, and in most even of the larger Hands, 
divided into several states, the Constant danger of 
hostile neighbors forbad. While the Corcyrseans 
were yet unaware of the purpose of Lacedaemon, 
all the fury of Grecian war was let loose upon their 
devoted land; for Mnasippus was not of a temper 
to go beyond the ordinary practice of his age in 
mercy to an enemy. The cattle in the fields, the 
numerous slaves employed in husbandry, and, 
beside the common plunder of the crops, large 
store of wine in capacious cellars, here appendages 
of the farms, tho on the continent only found in 
towns, became the prey of the invaders. The 
troops, in consequence, mostly mercenaries, else- 
where accustomed to coarse fare, learnt here, says 
the historian, to be fastidious ; insomuch that, for 
their common drink, they demanded old and 
flavored wines. Plunder and waste having been 
extended over the Hand, Mnasippus formed the c.V. i. i 
blockade of the city, by land and sea. 

The Athenian government, in the same spirit of 
moderation in which it had stopped the course of 
successful hostilities for the sake of an equitable 
peace, appears now to have remained calm under 
provocation, and slow to resent the ill-judged ag- 
gression of Lacedaemon. Nothing had been done in 

consequence 
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CHAP, coftsequence oi the afFrotrting deeite of the Lace- 
^ xxvi^ d«moidRa government, and the hostile measures 
foBowing, when deputies grrived from the beweged 
Xenoph. Gorcyneans, imploring the Athenian peq}le, with 
every added argoment that couM be. drawn £x)m 
their own interest, to relieve their injured, dis- 
tressed and highly valuable allies. ‘ What a loss,’ 
they said, * would Corcyra be to the Athenians, 

‘ v^at an acquisition to their enemies ! No repub- 
^ lie of the confederacy could furnish equal naval 

* force, or equal pecuniary contribution. How 

* important then the situation of Corcyra, for 
‘ awing the western Greeks, for commanding the 

* Corinthian gulph, for attacking the Laconian 

* shores, and, above all, for interrupting th» com* 

* munication of Peloponnesus with SicBy and 

* Italy, where the Grecian towns had been mostly 
‘ united by Dionysius, under the leading govera- 

* ment of Syracuse, the ally of Lacedmmoat’ — 
7 . These were the considerations which had excited 

the Jealousy of the Lacedmmonians, and given 
spring to their measures against Corcyra; and, 
thus seasonaWy put forward, they now excited the 
solicitude of the Athenians for its preservation. 
A body of six hundred targeteers was immediately 
sent, which, eluding the vigilance of the besiegers, 
entered the city of Corcyra by night, to reinforce 
its garrison ; and a fleet of sixty triremes was to 
follow, under the orders of Timotheus, to raise 
the siege. 

But the fleet remained to be manned; and 
Timotheus, knowing the enemy’s fleet to be 
bqual or superior force, and already practised in 
1 service, 
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service, was soikitous for crews of the best sea- sejct. 
men. With a squadron therefore he went among . 
the Hands to collect them. But the usual impa- Xeuopb. 
tience of the Athenian people was now excited; c.L‘tia 
the dilatcny caution of Timotheus was condemned ; 
and, before he could complete his levies, Iphi- 
crates was appointed to supersede him in the 
command. 

In compliance with the manifest inclination of 
an absolute soverein, no measures could be too 
strong. Iphicrates profited from circumstances 
so adapted to the promotion of his immediate 
object. He acted as the favorite vicegerent of a 
despot. He pressed men ; he was strict in com- 
pelling those, the wealthiest of the Athenians, on 
whom popular sovereinty imposed the burdensome 
duty of fitting out triremes, to be diligent in their 
part of the business; he obtained a decree for 
adding to his force any ships of the republic cruiz- 
ing near the Attic coast and particularly the 
sacred ships Paralus and Salaminia. Thus he in- 
creased his fleet to seventy triremes, with which 
he hastened his departure; and, in the passage 
itself around Peloponnesus, a passage requiring 
time, with the rowing and coasting navigation of 
the antients, he found or made opportunity to give 5.15— ir 

the 

o|(4i; rif i»v( iir^faSrt, mm T$if 

ji rut ’Aitintitit Koi it Tov Ti; nuif wifi ’XHixai 

•irAii.— — Ce/mVer admodwn naves complebat, ac trirrmium 
prctfectos vel invitos cogebat: prxterea sumebat secum naves 
fmtnes qutecungue oram Atticee legebant. I have endevored to 
render this passage as nearly as in modern language may be. 

The Latin translator has, I think, missed the meaning 
throughont, and particularly of the phrase «r«^(s 

rSt 'Air.iuuii, x. T. (. 
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CHAP, the requisite practice to his cre<rs, and instruct 
. . them in whatever was most necessaiy for action. 

The haste of the Athenian people had not heen 
Xenopli. wholly unreasonable; for the Corcyrasans were 
cs.'f.9. severely pressed by famine; insomuch that, when 
Mnasippus had declared, by proclamation, that 
he would sell for slaves any who in future, on 
pretence of desertion, should come from the town, 
still they deserted. Mnasippus caused them to 
be scourged and sent back again ; and many, of 
servile condition, whom the Corcyraeans would 
not readmit, perished of hunger. 

Whatever public benefits may arise from pri- 
vate vices, it may be doubted if any vice was ever 
ultimately beneficial to the individual, unless some- 
times, among things that happen against all cal- 
culation, prodigality ; but no vice is equally apt 
to defeat its own purpose as avarice. When the 
extreme distress of the besieged became clearly 
proved to Mnasippus, he considered the public 
business, intrusted to him, as done, and the season 
come for putting the finishing stroke to a scheme 
of private gain. His army was composed, in large 
proportion, of mercenaries; for the cities of the 
confederacy, averse to a transmarine service, had 
mostly paid the compensation for avoiding it. 
Two months pay was now due, when he dismissed 
some of his mercenaries unpaid, and still procras- 
tinated settlement with the others*'. Discontent 

pervaded 

** Kol Tov( (tit avrwn in/iigint imwttiut, f iSri 

utii tuA /*•)»«» T» fuMi. Qjappe natmMs eormn 

adinuhat stipendia, nonituUis, qmt tecum retUubat, dmm 
mensiwn sHpend&um debebat. That the Latin translator haa 

^veu 
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pervaded the army: the guards were negligent sect. 
and disorderly; the soldiers off duty wandered 
about the country. 

The change was observed by the Corcyra^ans. Xin. iid. 
They sallied, killed some of the besiegers, and 
made some prisoners. Mnasippus, alarmed at [^',"5 ' 47 
thi.s new boldness, called all to arms, but was ill 
obeyed. Illiberal severity, then exercised toward 
his officers, produced zealous obedience neither 
among them nor among the soldiers. With his 
troops, however, at length collected, he drove the 
Corcyrasans back to their walls; but there they 
made a stand ; while, from the tombs, which 
Greek as well as Roman custom placed by the 
road-side without their towns, the light-armed dis- 
charged missile weapons with advantage. Mean- 
time, under direction of the able Atlienian general 
Stesicles, more troops, rushing from the town by 
another gate, advanced toward the besiegers’ flank. 

These attempting an evolution, to form a face of 
sufficient extent for receiving the new attack, were 
thrown into confusion by the supervening enemy ; 
and being unable to recover their order, fled. No 
relief could come from the right, ingaged tow'ard 
its own front. Progressively therefore from the 
left, the line joined in the flight ; and Mnasippus, 
among whose vices was no want of Spartan courage, 
left at last with a very few, was overpowered and 
killed. The conquerors then pursued ; and, but 
for the apprehension of a military force among the 

servants, 

given the right sense appears not dubious, tho tlic Greek 
phrases seem either military of the day, or perhaps corrupted 
in transcription. 

VOL. VI. 


N 



HISTORY OF GREECE. 


178 

c H A i*. servants, sutlers, and others, whose numbers ap- 
, . peared formidable, the camp might have been 

taken. Report then arriving of an Athenian 
Xon. Hci. armament approaching under Iphicrates, there- 
in 13, 14^ mainder of the besiegers imbarked and withdrew 
to Leucas ; so precipitately, that not only large 
stores of corn and wine were left to supply the 
pressing wants of the Corcyraeans, together with 
numerous slaves, to repair the loss by desertion 
and famine, but even the sick of the army w’ere 
abandoned to their mercy. 

'• i!i. Iphicrates was yet on the Laconian coast, when 

report of the fate of Mnasippus met him i' c- 
cording to the common manner of the coast:: ;!-; 
navigation of the time, when the progress of a Beet 
57, If!, of ships of war resembled an army’s march, he 
halted and landed, even on the Laconian shore, 
for meals. Trading vessels, loftier and deeper, 
and navigated, in proportion to their burthen, by 
far fewer hands, could far better keep the open 
sea. Expecting action immediately on reaching 
his destinat'on, Iphicrates wouldnot be incumbered 
with the mainsails** of his triremes, but left them 
tn the arsenal at Peiraeus. For practice to his 
crews, he chose to make his w-ay mostly with oars, 
the ready use of which was so important in the 

antient 

** In that age Messenia was commonly included under the 
name of Laconia, or the Laconic territory. 

“ T* luyxXx ir'fx, vela magna, which might be the main- 
sails, in contradistinction to tlie foresails ; or larger sails, in 
contradistinction to smaller, used on the same mast ; as now 
is usual with the latteen-sail ves.sels of the Mediterranean, 
and our luggers; and our cutters have their great, middle, 
and storm jibs. The information remaining to us concerning 
the antient ships of war, is, in almost every point, veiy 
defective. 
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antient manner of action. With a fair breeze, sect. 
however, he allowed his crews to rest ; in adverse ■ . 

winds, not too violent, he made them row by 
reliefs. How little indeed the antient triremes 
were adapted for sailing, may be gathered from the 
circumstance that, tho large enough to carry from 
two to three hundred men, the mast was not fixed, 
but raised only when the sail was to be used. 
Iphicrates set his masts, while his crews were 
ashore, for advantage to the look-out of his scouts. 

In serene w'eather, instead of lying incamped 
ashore, which was the common j)ractice, he pro- 
ceeded by night. Coasting and halting, thus, he Xenoph. 
made as quick a passage as, with the navigation Jit. 3.%. 
of the time, was common. His last halt, on the 
Peloponnesian shore, was in the mouth of the 
Alpheius, where he passed a night. Thence he 
crossed to Cephallenia ; and, getting there satis- 
factory information of transactions in Corcyra, 
he remitted somewhat of that fatiguing prepara- 
tion for action, in which he had hitherto required 
the exertion of his crews. 

His own attention to his country’s service, s. 21— 23. 
however, was not remitted. The original object 
of the expedition no longer pressing, he employed 
his leisure so well, that be brought Cephallenia, 
divided as w^e have seen, once, and probably still, 
between four republics, under obedience to Athens. 

Then he proceeded to Corcyra, and there he re- 
ceived intelligence of the approach of ten triremes 
sent by Dionysius of Syracuse, to join the Lace- 
daemonian fleet. Anxious to intercept these, he 

N 2 went 
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€ M A p. went himself to examine the heights, where a look- 

L out might be most advantageously kept ; and 
selecting twenty triremes, he gave strict orders 
for the crews to be ready at a moment’s warning. 
His not requiring them, on such an occasion, to 
remain aboard, indicates, perhaps beyond anything 
that has even yet occurred, the deficient accom- 
modation of the antient ships of war. This defi- 
ciency seems to have put nine ships of the Syra- 
cusan squadron into his hands. Eager for relief, 
after the long run, as, with the antient navigation, 
it was reckoned, from Sicily, the Syracusans 
landed on the first shore they approached. One 
ship only, commanded by a Rhodian, who, ap- 
prehensive of attack, had hastened his people 
aboard, escaped. The other nine were taken; 
the vessels on the beach, the crews ashore. 

The numerous prisoners, made on this occasion, 
were ransomed ; sureties for payment being found 
among the Corcyraeans themselves; wh , political 
enemies, as they now were, did not forget their 
derivation from one common origin, and their 
long connection, in religious rites, in commercial 
intercourse, and in hereditary friendship with the 
Syracusans. This ray of liberality pleasingly in- 
livens the gloom whira Grecian morals generally 
cast over Grecian history. But the gleam does 
not come unmixed ; and the cloud to darken the 
cheerful prospect arises from a quarter whence 
it should be least expected. Every other prisoner 
was redeemed at a stipulated price; but for the 
commander of tiie squadron, Anippus, so immo- 
derate 
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derate a sum was demanded, in failure of which sect. 
he was threatened with sale into slavery*’, that, 
in despair, disappointing the avarice which op- 
pressed him, he killed himself. 

Xenophon, however, from whom we have the 
account, thought very highly of Iphicrates, at least 
as an officer, ‘ Among the many occasions,’ he 
says, ‘on which Iphicrates commanded, 1 ad- c. 2. '.ir. 

* mire not least his conduct in the expedition to 
‘ Corcyra; and, among other things, for this, 

‘ that, on his first appointment, he desired, for 
‘ collegues, two men of superior talents, not his 
‘ political friends*®; Callistratus, the most popu- 
‘ lar speaker, and Chabrias, the most renowned 
‘ general of the age. If he had reasonable hope 
' of faithful assistance from such men, there can 
' be n(; doubt but he did wisely. If, on the con- 
^ trary, he expected from them the malignity of 

* party opponents, it surely marked a magnani 

‘ noijs confidence in himself, that he could be 
‘ u. '.Kcted in ^vant neither of courage, nor of 
‘ ability*', nor of diligence.' 

Under 

“* T»£to» / (i IpiKfarnf) if v 

^ uf Jilufu ciutu ciisfoilitbotf vt Xf'l (lb co 

ingentem auri summam exigerei, vel humincm venderet, 'llie 
Latin translator, according to 'the too common method of 
translators, has very carefully imitated,jnstead of explaining, 
all that is dubious in the original. I am inclined to suppose 
some small error in the copy ; yet the context, I think, pretty 
sufficiently warrants the version I have given. 

” Ov iid^a imriSnor oorix, is Xenophon’s phrase, speaking of 
Callistratus, which the translator has rendered, 1 think in 
complete mistake, hwninem gerendis rebus non admodn’t 
idoneim. 

" KaTaffxSvftSt seems to mark the weakness of the mind, 
including want of courage witli want of ability. 

N 3 
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CHAP. Under the Athenian government it was, indeed, 

. . difficult to say what conduct would best give se- 

curity to men in high office, except that flattery 
to the people and the bribery of public entertain- 
ments were always indispensable. The expence 
of the fleet under Iphicrates was heavy. The 
force was greater than had been first voted for the 
service. Whatever might obviate demands upon 
the treasury would be in his favor. If there is 
an excuse, or a palliation, for his conduct toward 
the unfortunate Syracusan, we must find it here. 
The illiberal'ty of the soverein people of Athens, 
the sh.’ime of which was lost among the multitude 
of partakers, would sometimes impose severe 
duties upon thew officers. If then such men as 
Chabrias and Callistratus could not advise how 
to carry on the public service, without severity 
to an individual prisoner, their inability would 
certainly tell toward the justification of Iphicrates. 
On the other hand, if they could not but say that 
he had taken every measure to supply the arma- 
ment, without calling upon the treasury, such 
testimony would go far to justify the demand, 
when it became unavoidable. For the subsistence 
of his rowers, in the intermission of naval opera- 
tion, a resource was used, for which he and his 

cii V0.S.4. advisers will haiTe credit: tho it is not the first 

of lliis Hut. . 1_ . . ^ , . » . 

Xenoph. occasion on which we find mention of it in 
Grecian history: they were employed in hus- 
bandry for the Corcyraeans; who were glad of 
hired labor, to assist their diminished stocks of 
slaves, in restoring their wasted farms and 
vineyards. 


Meanwhile 
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Meanwhile Iphicrates used his small force of suer, 
heavy-armed, with his larger body of targoteers, . 
to put forward the great object of his expedition, 
the extension of the Athenian command. I'lie 
peacefulness *of past times, in Acarnania, had 
given way to the political divisions, so prevalent 
through the rest of Greece. By assisting the 
friendly party, in those towns where it was pressed 
by its opponents, and using actual hostilities 
against one only, Iphicrates confirmed or restored 
the Athenian interest in that province. Assein- XpiK.pi,. 
bling then his fleet again, and adding to it the i'v! 1 jii 
naval strength of Corcyra, he sailed with ninety 
triremes ; a force that no fleet in 4;he power of the 
Lacedajmonian confederacy to raise, could resist. 

His purpose was to direct operations against 
Peloponnesus itself ; not without ho[)C that sonic 
cities there, only upon seeing the means he 
possessed to protect them in revolt, would desert 
the Lacedaemonian cause; while others, more 
steddy to their ingagements, might be forced to 
submission. 


SECTION IX. 


Tyranny of Thebes in success: Dissatisfaction of Athens: 
General Peace negotiated by Athens: Refusal of Thebes tn 
accede to the Terms of the Treaty. 


The ordinary temper of mankind, it has been of 
old observed, is more formed to bear advor.'-ity 
with dignity than prosperity with modenUion ; 
and it seems not less true, tho seldomer said, that 
power and glory, but especially the sudden change 
N 4 from 
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from humiliation and misery to power and gloiy, 
too much for most individuals to support with 
propriety, still more certainly intoxicates a com- 
munity. Later writers have celebr^ed the mag 
nanimous disinterestedness of PelopidaS, and the 
philosophical selfdenial and clear integrity of 
Epameinondas. Unfortunately, the able cotem- 
porary historian, intimately connected with their 
adversaries, and of course not their friend, has 
been careless of informing us w'hat part they took 
in the Theban councils. Nevertheless the inde- 
pendent spirit and daring courage of the Theban 
people, even in his account, we admire; but 
liberality, moderation, justice, wherever we search, 
are as little to be found, in their proceedings, as 
in those of either the Lacedaemonian aristocracy, 
or the Athenian democracy, when their tyranny 
has been most complained of by cotemporaries, 
and reprobated by posterity. The supremacy, 
asserted by the Theban people over all Bceotia, 
everywhere abhorred by the aristocratical party, 
carried oppression sometimes to excess even 
against the democratical, by which it had risen. 
The whole people of the little states of Plataea 
and Thespiae were expelled. Numerous a.s the 
distressing circumstances unavoidably attending 
banishment must be, yet, through the division of 
Greece into parties, if subsistence did not fail, 
personal security could generally be found some- 
where. But the unhappy Platseans and Thespians 
whither could they go? oppressed by that party 
to which they had always been among the firmest 
adherents. Lacedaemon, the enemy of their 

oppressors. 
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oppressors, was their hereditary enemy. With 
Athens indeed they had friendly connection ; old 
and inherited connection; but Athens was now 
allied with Thebes, whence their persecution came. 
Their best hope nevertheless was in Athens, and 
thither, as suppliants, they directed their steps’*. 

It is in the nature of democracy to be both 
tyrannical and ambitious; but, like single despots, 
democracies will not always approve tiie tyranny, 
and still less the ambition, of other democracies. 
The overbearing haughtiness of Tliebes, in her 
new prosperity, had already disgusted the Athe- 
nians. The invasion of Phocis, the antient ally 
of Athens, they much resented. The excessive 
violence used toward the Thespians and Plataeans, 
the Plataeans among their oldest and most con- 
stant confederates, at one time almost incorporated 
among the Athenian people, gave still more 
offence. Both Plataeans and Thespians, there- 
fore, found at Athens a ready and kind attention. 
With their situation, that of all Greece was taken 
into serious consideration by the Athenian govern- 
ment. The conduct of the Lacedaemonians had 
been provoking : the prospect of success against 
them, while the Athenian fleet, triumphant, com- 
manded the seas, was alluring : but the very suc- 
cesses of that fleet had tended to raise Thebes to 
the power, which now was becoming an object of 
jealousy at Athens, the more, as Thebes w'as a 
nearer neighbor than Lacedaemon. 

It 

^ “ Diodorus, in this part of the history, has mentioned several 
circumstances not noticed by Xenophon : but J>is narrative 
is 80 confused, and so continually marks deficient judgement, 
that little satisfactory can be gathered from him. 
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CHAP. It is often extremely difficult to ascertain the 
. . real springs of political measures in a free govern- 

ment, because of the variety of janing interests 
influencing the individuals who compose the poli- 
tical body, and of the dependency of public mea- 
sures upon the accidental preponderance of this 
or that private interest. There is much appear- 
ance of a wise moderation in the Athenian go- 
vernment on this occasion ; and indeed it seems 
unquestionable that the afluirs of Athens were 
at this time generally directed by able men. 
Among them Iphicrates certainly was eminent ; 
but Iphicrates did not carry the princely influence 
of a Pericles. At the head of a triumphant 
armament, he found his situation uneasy and 
perilous. When opposition from enemies was 
nearly overborne, that from fellowcitizens became 
only more alarming. The conduct of Iphicrates 
was wise ; but his moderation, his ready conces- 
sion to the wishes of those who desired to check 
the progress of his glory, is accounted for by cir- 
cumstances reported by the cotemporary historian. 
Xenoph. A supply of money was becoming indispensable 
e. 3. >. 3. for the maintenance of his fleet ; the application 
for which, at Athens, when the treasury could not 
furnish it, was always highly hazardous. If it 
was granted, which could not be depended upon, 
oppression of the rich, and discontent, more or 
less, of all ranks, was liable to follow. This gave 
opportunity for a strong opposition from interested 
men, who covetetl the leading situations in the 
commonwealth. It wa.s at the same time known 
*, «. that Lacedffimon was negotiating with Persia, by 

its 
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its able and formerly successful minister Antal- sect. 
cidas. A view to some, at least, among these .. 
circumstances, probably had induced Iphicrates, 
to desire the orator Callistratus for his collegue 
in command. Callistratus thus became jointly 
responsible with him for the success of measures. 

Were the armament in want, it was incumbent 
upon Callistratus, not less than upon Iphicrates, 
to provide for its supply. If new emergencies 
arose, it was incumbent upon Callistratus to 
devise means of warding the danger insuing. The 
liberality of Iphicrates then seems to have led 
Callistratus, before his opponent, to become his 
partizan. Want of money pressing, Callistratus 
offered himself for negotiator with the Athenian 
people ; pledging himself, if his collegue would 
be satisfied with the alternative, either to procure 
a vote for the money wanted, or to put forward 
negotiation for a peace, which would obviate the 
want. Iphicrates approved, and Callistratus went 
to Athens. 

The commander-in-chief of the armament being 
thus induced to concede to the wish for peace, 
which at home began to prevail extensively, it 
was decreed, in an assembly of the people, ac- 
cording to the historian’s phrase, ‘ that peace Xenoph. 

‘ should be made.’ On first view, such a decree I'. 
must always appear the produce of wildness in 
the people, or of faction misleading their voice. 

The inferior party in a war certainly cannot chusc 
when peace shall be made. But Athens was at 
this time fortunately in a situation to hold the 
balance of Greece; and it was therefore wisely 
7 resolved 
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c H A f. resolved there to open negotiations, for the pur- 
. Rxyr. pQjg Qf producing a peace beneficial to the nation. 
In the conduct of the business, a just attention to 
the rights of allies was observed. Ministers were 
first dispatched to Thebes, to invite a concurrence 
in negotiation, and then an embassy w'as sent to 
Sparta. 

Whatever hope was entertained of success, 
from the pending negotiation with Persia, the 
Lacedaemonians were, in the moment, too severely 
pressed, not to be desirous of peace upon any 
moderate terms. At the requisition of Athens, 
therefore, ministers from all the belligerent re- 
publics were assembled in Lacedaemon. The 
congress being met, the Athenian ministers first 
Xenoph. addrcsscd it : ‘ No lasting satisfaction,’ they said, 

J ‘ no confidence could obtain among the Greeks, 

‘ if the former terms of alliance with Lacedaemon 
‘ continued to be required, and if the former 
‘ measures of its government were still pursued. 

‘ The pretended object was universal indepen- 
‘ dency ; yet it was stipulated, that the citizens 

* of the allied states should march whithersoever 
' the Lacedaemonians should lead; and thus often 
‘ they were compelled to make war upon their 
‘ best friends. Nor was this, however incon- 
‘ sistent with independency, the worst circum- 
‘ stance of their lot; for the Lacedaemonians, 

* arbitrarily interfering in the internal government 
‘ of the republics, committed the supreme power 
‘ to what hands they thought proper ; and, giving 
‘ it here to a council of ten, there to a council of 
‘ thirty, it was always evidently their care, less 

* that 



PEACE NEGOTIATED BY ATHENS. 189 

* that these should govern justly, than that they sect. 

‘ should hold their respective states in the mpst > » 

‘ complete subserviency to Lacedaemon.’ ‘ So 

* that,’ said the orator, ‘ you seem to delight in 
‘ tyrannies rather than in free governments.’ 

The existing circumstances gave weight to this 
remonstrance, and the Lacedaemonians agreed, Aenoiiii. 
that universal independency for Grecian cities c.3!*.'.7. 
should be the basis of the treaty to be negotiated. 

It followed of course that all those Lacediemo- 
nian superintendents or governors, placed in so 
many cities with the title of harmost, were to be 
withdrawn. It was then covenanted, that armies 
should be disbanded and fleets laid up ; and that, 
if any Grecian state acted contrary to these stipu- 
lations, it should be lawful for all to assist those 
on whom any injury fell from the breach of them ; 
but that the universal independency, which formed 
the fundamental article of the treaty, should 
not be infringed, by any compulsion to join in 
hostilities. 

The ready accession of the Lacedaemonians, 
to terms by which they gave up that supremacy, 
which they had so long, not only affected, but 
injoyed, and which had so extensively been al- 
lowed as their prescriptive right, seems to have 
surprized the Theban ministers; and, with the 
general satisfaction, which it was so well adapted 
to produce, in some degree forced them into a 
concurrence, which they had not intended, and 
which their instructions did not warrant. J^or 
the ruling party in Thebes, aware that, not their 
power only, but perhaps their existence, depended 



HJ8T0RY OF GREECE. 


190 

CHAP, on it, were resolved not to forego that command, 
. . which they had acquired over the other cities of 

Boeotia. Borne away, nevertheless, by the torrent 
of unitecUopinions and wishes, the Theban minis- 
ters joined in the sacrifice, and in the solemn 
oath, which bound all to the treaty. 

That breach, however, of their instructions, 
which, in the moment, perhaps, they were scarcdy 
able to avoid, on the very next day they endevored 
Xoiopii. to remedy ; and a privilege, which the Lacedae- 
C.3. I.B.* monians, amid their apparent moderation and 
real concessions, had reserved to themselves, 
afforded the pretence. The Athenians and their 
allies, by their respective ministers, had severally 
sworn to the observance of the treaty ; but the 
Lacedaemonian representatives alone took the 
oath, expressly for themselves and their allies. 
No ministers from the allies of Thebes appear to 
have been present, and the Theban ministers had 
taken the oath in the name of the Thebans only. 
They now demanded that, for the Theban name, 
the Boeotian might be substituted. Agesilaus 
opposed this : he would allow no such alteration, 
he said ; but if the Thebans desired to be intirely 
excluded from the treaty, their name might be 
erased. 

In this dispute were involved consequences not 
to be estimated by human foresight. Xenophon’s 
penetrating and anxious eye howev^ discerned 
them, tho indistinctly, as yet under many folds. 
Unfortunately for so interesting a period of the 
history, his connection with Agesilaus, and Ihe 
dependency, in which circumstances had placed 

him, 
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him, upon the Lacedasinonian government, made sect, 
him unavoidably a party-man : not so far that , 
we find any reason to suppose he has related any 
untruth, but so as often to give cause for wishing 
that he had more related the whole truth ; for 
the accounts of later writers, panegyrists of the 
illustrious Thebans who opposed Agesilaus, are 
utterly unsatisfactory. Xenophon has not named 
the Theban ambassadors at the congress. Dio- Coni Ncp. 
dorus, Cornelius Nepos, and Plutarch, concur in 
reporting that Epameinondas was at the head of piu^At^u. 
them, and, by his eloquence, in invective against 
the Lacedasmonians, shook the attachment of 
their allies. Put it is commonly by private 
communication, rather than by public harangue, 
except where negotiation must be managed with 
a popular assembly, that such points are carried. 

We may indeed gather, from Xenophon, that the 
able conductors of the Theban aflairs had probable <;■ 4- “-is- 
ground for depending on a disposition, in some of 
the republics, so far at least favorable to Thebes, 
as a jealousy, still entertained, of Lacedaimon c. 3. t. 9 . 
might make them so. But in the moment no- li5.'"c.so 
thing of the kind seems to have appeared openly. 

The congress declared its approbation of the opi- 
nion of Agesilaus ; and, when the Theban minis- 
ters, whether hampered by their instructions, or 
decided by their owm party-views, persevered in 
renunciation of the treaty, unless the alteration 
of names w’ere admitted, the Athenians, as 
Xenophon assures us, considered Thebes as un- 
done ; and the Theban ministers, aware of the 

magnitude 
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c H A P. magnitude of danger to their country, from its 
. . opposition to united. Greece, departed in much 

dejection”. 


SECTION X. 

Independency of the Boeotian Towns, asserted hy the Laceda- 
monians, resisted by the Thebans : Battle of Leuctra, 

C.371. In Athens, at this time, the general wish was for 
peace; and, no leading influence of an ambitious 
demagogue opposing, the conditions of the treaty 
concluded were readily and even scrupulously 
executed. Athenian garrisons were everywhere 
Xeiiopii. withdrawn : orders were dispatched for the imme- 
diate return of Iphicrates, with that fleet which 
nothing in the Grecian seas could oppose ; and 
whatever had been taken, after the ceremony of 
swearing to the treaty, was punctually restored. 
The Laceda?monians were not less exact in re- 
calling all those superintending officers, who, with 
the title of harmost, had governed Grecian cities ; 
and they withdrew all their troops from the terri- 
tories 

” Plutarch, when he has a mind to tell the truth, generally 
givM his authority; when he paints from his own fancy, 
which seems to have been very frequent with him, he is 
honest enough not to pretend that he has any name to vouch 
for the fidelity of his picture. I do not recollect that he. has 
ever quoted authority for any of his numerous and direct ix)n- 
tradictions of Xenophon ; nor that he ever, on such an occa- 
sion, has mentioned the name of Xenophon, whom, on the 
contra^, on many occasions, he has commended highly^ He 
has painted this embassy in colors apparently quite his own. 
His style of historical painting has that facility for the 
painter, that it imposes no necessity for the picture to har- 
monize with the general course of history ; and of this be has 
abundantly avaiW himself. 
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lories of those called their BlUes, except the army 
under Cleombrotus in Phocis, which they left 
without orders. Cleombrotus, fearful of censure, 
for acting or not acting, sent home for instruc- 
tions. The Lacedaemonian assembly was con- 
vened ; and, in result, orders were sent, for the xcnoph. 
king to prosecute hostilities against Thebes, unless “4;,' 
the independency of the Boeotian towns were 
immediately admitted. 

Those who guided the Theban councils had 
taken their resolution, and they persevered in it, 
Pelopidas, and still more E^^einondas, who at 


this time principally directed-lhbse councils, were 
unquestionably superior m^; and perhaps it 
should be imputed to unf(5^unate necessity, to 
the circumstances of Thebes, and to the vices in 
the political system of Greece, if they did not 
fairly earn the praise of pure political virtue and 
inlaraed patriotism, which their panegyrists, antient m. t. cie. 

1 ^ ^ 1 Corn. Nep. 

and modern, have been fond of attributing to them. rim. 
They were ingaged with a party. On the sup- 
port of that party depended the means for them- 
selves and their friends to exist in Thebes. The 
subjection of the Boeotian towns was necessary, 
as we have observed, to the power, and perhaps 
to the existence of that party; at least to its 
existence in Bceotia ; and possibly the extermina- 
tion of the unfortunate Plataeans and Thespians 
(a fact uncontradicted, and little palliated, by their 
panegyrists) may have been necessaiy to the 
security of that sovereinty of Thebes over Boeotia, 
on which the welfare and safety, not of them- 


selves only, but of 
vot. VI. 


all their 
O 


party, 


so 


much 
depended. 
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CHAP, depended. Evidently, however, not tliat Greece 
. should be free, but that Thebes should be power- 

ful, and that they should lead in Thebes, and give 
law to Greece, were the objects to which all their 
measures directly tended. 

Pressed, nevertheless, as they certainly were, by 
unfortunate necessities, these able men did not 
ingage their country in the unequal contest, in 
which the peace made by Lacedjemon with the 
rest of Greece left it implicated, without reasonable 
ground of hope that, by diligent exertion of their 
talents, they might mprofit from existing circum- 
stances, as to make-li^ balance equal, or even bring 
the preponderancy in their favor. Tho, Thebes 
alone excepted, all the republics of the nation were 
now in league with Lacedasmon, yet neither the 
late enemies, nor even the antient allies of that 
state, they knew, were cordially attached to it. 
In every city there was a party more or less 
friendly to the Theban cause, if for no other rea- 
son than because it was adverse to the Lacedm- 
Xenopii. monian. This spirit of party pervaded, to a con- 
c. 4. 8. 5. siderable extent, even the army now upon the 
point of invading Boeotia. The king, moreover, 
who commanded that army, they knew wa* little 
respected in it. That, in former campains, he 
had shown no vigor, was notorious ; and, among 
those under him, most zealous for the prosecution 
of the measures which he was commissioned to 
promote, there were some who did not scruple to 
assert, what the example of former kings of 
Lacedasmon might render credible, that he trea- 
cherously favored the Thebans. 


Decided 
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Decided then by these complex considerations, 
ihe Theban leaders held the force of Bocotia 
together, and occupied the defile by which it was 
suj)posed the Lacedaemonian king would propose 
to enter their country. But, by a conduct appa- Xenopb. 
rently able, Cleombrotus rendered their measure c-V iis! 
vain. Instead of marching eastward, directly for 
the Boeotian plain, he moved southward ; and, by 
an unfrequented mountain-road, coming unex- 
pectedly upon Creusis, a Boeotian port on the 
Corinthian gulph, he took the town with twelve 
triremes lying in the harbour. The passage hence 
across the mountains being open, he proceeded 
unopposed into the Thespian territory, and in- 
camped near Leuctra. 

Disappointed thus in the hope of balancing 
their inferiority of force by advantage of ground 
for defence, the Thebans had to apprehend all the 
pressure of war upon their country, which had 
been experienced in the invasions under Agesilaus. 

For the fidelity of the Boeotian towns, they knew, 
w'as precarious ; to prevent the ravage of their 
fields, any of them would surrender without siege ; 
and the first blockade to be formed would be that 
of Thebes itself. With the pressure of want then, 
which must sooner or later follow, a turn in the 
disposition even of the Theban people would be 
to be apprehended : the opponents of the ruling 
party might regain an overbearing influence ; and 
most of the present leaders, as the cotemporary 
historian says, having tried the evils of banish- 
ment, thought it better to die fighting, than again 
become fugitives. 

O 2 


Urged 
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CHAP. Urged by such motives, Epameinondas and 
Pelopidas resolved upon the bold measure, which, 
for ages, had been held among the Greeks as 
a forlorn hope, to ingage the Lacedaemonians in 
the field with inferior forces. But, having taken 
their resolution, they were ingenious and indefati- 
gable in devising and practising whatever might 
promote its success. That powerful engine, super- 
stition, was not neglected. A saying, whether 
already popular, or invented for the occasion, was 
Xeiioph. circulated in rumor as antient and oracular, ‘ that 
c. 4. a.T. ‘a Lacedaemonian army should be defeated at the 
‘ virgins’ tomb a monument near the Theban 
camp, where, according to old re])ort, some virgins, 
violated by Lacedaemonians, had destroyed them- 
selves. To increase the effect for the popular 
mind, the monument was ornamented with cere- 
monious solemnity. Intelligence was then carried 
to the army, that all the temple doors in Thebes 
had opened spontaneously, and that the priestesses 
had declared the omen to portend victory to the 
Thebans. This was followed by information, that 
the arms in the temple of Hercules had disap- 
peared ; whence it was affirmed to be evident, 
that the god would assist the Thebans in the ap- 
proaching battle. 

While the Theban leaders were thus employing 
all means to animate their people, the deficient 
activity, or deficient courage, of the Lacedae- 
monian king, wanted incitement from those under 
i.8. his command. His friends, and. those, not all 
perhaps properly his friends, who were leading 

-men 
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men among his party in the army, uneasy at the sect. 
reports circulating against him, anxiously urged , 
him to refute the calumny by‘a vigorous conduct, 
and they advised him immediately to seek and 
fight the enemy. In no proper season or circum- 
stances, tlien, the council of war was held, which 
finally determined on the battle and its order ; it 
was after the midday meal, when the free circu- .tuIv b. 
lation of wine had excited that animation, which 
seems to have been otherwise deficient. The 
ground between the two armies was a plain, and 
therefore it was resolved to place the cavalry in 
front of the phalanx. Never of reputation, like Xenoph. 
the infantry, it was at this time particularly ill- 
conditioned. The purchase and maintenance of 
the horses, imposed as a tax upon the wealthy, 
had been a duty ill-executed ; for the method even 
invited negligence. Not till the moment of 
exigency, when the men, whose turn it was for 
service, were already assembled, the horses were 
called for. The men least able in body, and least 
desirous of distinguishing themselves, were gene- 
rally selected, or procured themselves to be named, 
for the cavalry ; and such horses, with such arms, 
accoutrements, and furniture, as were in the 
moment produced by those required to provide 
them, they were to take, and immediately pro- 
ceed on service. 

To these defective troops every circumstance 
invited the Theban generals immediately to oppose 
their cavalry ; always esteemed superior to most 
in Greece, and, at this time, not only carefully 
appointed and highly trained, but of considerable 
O 3 practice 
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CHA.p. practice in service. Accordingly they, like the 
. XXVI. Lacedaemonians, placed their cavalry in front of 
their phalanx. With the cavalry therefore the 
3 . io .' i 2 . action began. The Lacedaemonian horse were 
s. 13 . quickly routed, and in their flight disturbed the 
order of their own infantry. The Theban phalanx, 
formed in column fifty deep, then, according to 
the preconcerted plan, charged the Lacedaemonian 
line, formed only twelve deep, in that part where 
the king had his station. The assault was repelled, 
but Cleombrotus received a mortal wound. He 
was carried alive out of the action, but died soon 
after. 

The able generals of the Thebans quickly re- 
stored order and animation to their troops ; the 
impulse of the column was renewed, and one of 
the bloodiest actions ever known in Greece fol- 
lowed. Generally those killed in battle, while 
contest lasted, were few ; defensive armour pre- 
vented rapid slaughter, till, an impression being 
made, and flight insuing, the shield and the breast- 
plate lost their efficacy. But here equality of 
skill, force, and perseverance, made the contest 
s. i«. doubtful while numbers fell. On the Laced 2 e- 
monian side, Deinon, one of the polemarcs com- 
manding next under the king, Sphodrias, whose 
corruption had brought the enmity of Athens 
upon his country, and his worthier son Clednymus, 
the fnrad of Archidamus son of Agesilans, were 
killed. Tlien the whole right wing, unable any 
longer to withstand the pressure .^ the Theban 
column, retired; and shortly, as the Thebah 
». u. generals had foreseen, the left, less pressed, 

•2 retired 
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retired nevertheless also, to avoid attack in flank. 
Without total loss of order, bat not wholly without 
the carnage incident to flight, both reached their 
camp, and formed behind its intrenchment. 

This, and the advantage of the situation, a 
rising ground, stopped the pursuing victors : and 
then, the Lacedaemonians, resting on their arms, 
and looking on oneanother with astonishment, 
would, many of them, scarcely believe the trans- 
action in which they had been partakers; for, 
within the reach of tradition, and, as it was be- 
lieved, since the days of Lycurgus, a Lacedae- 
monian army had never before been defeated 
by inferior numbers ; insomuch that throughout 
Greece it was generally reckoned next to impos- 
sible. Some therefore insisted that still the enemy 
should not be permitted to raise their trophy; 
that no truce should be solicited for the burial of 



the dead ; that the bodies should be recovered 
arms in hand. But the surviving polemarcs, 
having learnt that, of seven hundred Spartans, 
scarcely three hundred remained alive ; that, of x«uoph. 
those Lacedaemonians who had not the honor of *• 
the Spartan name, near a thousand had been 
killed ; that the allies, who had suffered less. 


were 


** It is not, I will own, to me very clear, from the text of 
Xenophon, whether the four hundred Spartans killed were or 
were not intended to be included in the expression ra/v 
ffviJLTrarrtn]AaKtii^tl£orivt, and I have not been fortunate enough 
to find any assistance from translators or commentators. '1 he 
phrase altogether would lead one to suppose they were in- 
tended to be included, were not that construction rendered 
improbable, by the must authentic accounts of the proportion 

04 
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CHAP, were nevertheless totally averse to fresh action, 
. and some of them so disaffected, as even to 
rejoice in the disaster, justly thought the most 
careful circumspection requisite, and rashness in 
enterprize to be utterly avoided. They called 
therefore a council of war ; and upon a deliberate 
review of circumstances, the necessity of soliciting 
a truce, for the burial of the slain, was admitted 
by all. The herald therefore was sent, and the 
truce was obtained. 

Then the Thebans erected their trophy; a trophy 
esteemed, under all its circumstances, the most 
glorious, and likely to be, in its consequences, 
among the most important, ever won in a battle 
of Greeks with Greeks. The Lacedaemonian 
commanders seem to have had no view to any- 
thing better than to defend themselyes, in their 
present station, till succour might arrive from 
home. But the Theban generals, circumspect as 
enterprizing, would not venture assault upon their 
numbers and discipline, in a situation giving such 
advantage against the weapons of antiquity. They 
looked around to the opportunities, opened by an 

event 


of Spartans to the other Lacedaemonians, on all other oc* 
casions, in the Lacedaemonian armies. In the Agesilaus (c. 3. 
8. 24.) Xenophon seems to assert that the number of Spartans 
killed at Leuctra was equal to that of the survivors, not in 
the army only, but all the survivors. 

According to Diodorus the Boeotians were only six thousand, 
and he says they were joined by fifteen hundred foot and five 
hundred horse from Thessaly. It seems not veiy consistent 
with the far more authoritative account of Xenophon, that 
any such Thessalian force should have been at Leuctra ; but 
the Boeotian may probably have been greater than Diodorus 
has stated. 
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CHAPTER XXVIL 

Affairs ofGiiE£CE,from the Elevation of Thebes, 
by the Battle of Leuctka, to the failure of the 
Attempt to extend the Theban Supremacy 
over Greece, through Support from Persia. 


SECTION I. 

Reception of News of the Battle of Lcuctra, at Lacedctnion ; 
at Athens, Jason of Pherce in Thessaly ; Polydamas of Phar- 
salus : Jason elected Tagus of Thessaly : Power and great 
Views of Jason: Mediation (f Jason between the Lacedcc- 
numians and Thebans : Magnificefd Preparation of Jason for 
the Pythian Festival: Death and Successors of Jason : Fall 
of the Thessalian Power. 

I NTELLIGENCE of the fab,l blow at 
Leuctra, carried to Lacedaemon, was borne 
with much real magnanimity, and with all that 
affectation of unconcern, which the institutions of 
Lycurgus commanded. It happened to be the 
last day of the festival called the Naked Games ; 
and the chorus of men was on the stage, before 
the assembled people, when the officer charged 
with the dispatches arrived. The ephors were 
present, as their official duty required, and to them 
the dispatches were delivered. Without inter- 
rupting the entertainment, they communicated the 
names of the slain to their relations, with an 
added admonition, that the women should avoid 

that 
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that clamorous lamentation, which was usual, and 
bear the calamity in silence. On the morrow aU 
the relations of the slain appeared as usual in 
public, with a deportment of festivity and triumph, 
while the few kinsmen of the survivors, who showed 
themselves abroad, carefully marked, in their ap- 
pearance, humiliation and dejection. 

It was a large proportion of the best strength 
of the commonwealth that, after so great a loss 
in the battle, remained in a danger not in the 
moment to be calculated. Every exertion there- 
fore w'as to be made to save it. Of six moras, Xenoph. 
into which, for military purposes, the Laceda;- 
monian people were divided, the men of four, 
within thirty years after boyhood (such was the 
term, meaning perhaps the age of about four- 
teen*) had marched under Cleombrotus; tJiose 
however being excepted who bore at the time any 
public office. The ephors now ordered the re- 
maining two moras to march, together with those 
of the absent moras, to the fortieth year from 
Iwyhood, and no longer allowing exception for 
those in office. The command, Agesilaus being is. 
not yet sufficiently recovered to take it, was com- 
mitted to his son Archidamus. Requisitions were 
at the same time hastened oft for the assistance 
of the allies ; and the Lacedaemonian interest, or 
the interest adverse to the pretensions and appre- 
hended purposes of Thebes, so prevailed in Tegca, 
Mantineia, Phlius, Corinth, Sicyon, and through- 
out the Achaiaa towns, that ^e contingent of 

troops, 

' This expression bas been already noticed in Ndte 'lQ. 

Ch. 25. Sect. 4. of this History. 
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CHAP, troops, from all those places, was forwarded with 
. . .alacrity. 

Meanwhile the leading Thebans, meaning to 
pay a compliment that might promote their 
interest in Athens, had hastened thither infor- 
mation of their splendid success. But the im- 
pression made by this communication was not 
favorable to their views : on the contrary, it 
showed that the jealousy, formerly entertained 
so generally among the Athenians toward Lace- 
daemon, was already transferred to Thebes. Thus 
the incessant quarrels among the Grecian re- 
publics, source indeed of lasting glory to some, 
brought however, with their decision, neither lasting 
power, nor lasting quiet to any; but, proving ever 
fertile in new discord, had a constant tendency 
to weaken the body of the nation. The Grecian 
statesmen, quick, penetrating, and every way able, 
but circumscribed in means, and led by circum- 
stances to take a deep interest in petty politics, 
and give their minds eagerly to narrow views, 
appear not to have had leisure to look abroad, so 
as to advert to the ready possibility of some 
potentate arising, capable of crushing all their 
divided republics together. The cotemporary 
historian indeed, in the quiet of his banishment, 
speculating, not with view confined by little and 
local interests, nor with the crude ideas of a 
closet-politician, but with the extended ken of 
Homer, one who, in the poets phras^ ‘ had seen the 
wjmee, ^ and observed the manners and the policy 

‘ of many men,’ was aware not only that this 
might be, but that the formidable phenomenon 
already existed. Pplief 
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Relief to Laceda?mon, in its pressing d.anger, 
came, not from its own exertion, not from the. 
interest which all the Grecian republics had in 
preventing Thebes from acquiring that over- 
bearing dominion, with which Lacedaemon had 
oppressed them, but from a power newly risen, 
or revived, in a corner of the country, whence, 
for centuries, Greece had not been accustomed 
to apprehend anything formidable. Jason, of 
Pherae in Thessaly, w-as one of those extraordinary 
men, in whom superior powers of mind and body 
sometimes meet. He was formed to be a hero, 
had he lived wdth Achilles ; and, as a politician, 
he could have contended with Themistocles or 


SECT. 

I. 


Hi 1. i. o. 
c. 1. s. 4. 
DuuJor. 

I. 13. 


Pericles. He had the advantage of being born 
to eminence in his own city, one of the principal 
of Thessaly ; and he appears to have acquired 
there a powerful popularity. Little informed c-.w. 
however of the early part of his life, we find him 
mentioned as general of the Pherajans about six 
years before the battle of Leuctra, and command- 
ing a force sent to assist Neagencs, chief of 
Histiaea in Euboea. In the con^tests of faction, in Xen.Anub. 
Thessaly, it was become common to employ mer- '' 
cenary troops. Jason excelled in diligence in 
training such troops, in courage and skill in com- 
manding them, and in the arts by which he 
attached them to his interest. 


Of the state of Thessaly, at this fime, alto- xennpii. 

, , . , r 1 Ilel.l. 6. 

gether, we may form some judgement from what c. i. ». ». 
the cotemporary historian has related of Phar- 
salus, one of its most considerable cities. The 
leaders of the factions, by which Pharsalus was 
torn, at length, weary of ruinous contest, came to 


an 
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CHAP, an extraordinary agreement. Fortunately they 

■ . liad a fellowcitizen, Polydamas, eminent through- 

out Thessaly for high birth, large possessions, 
and that splendid hospitality for which the Thes- 
salians were distinguished, but more singularly 
eminent for integrity. To this man the Phar- 
salians committed the command of their citadel, 
and the exclusive management of their public 
revenue, giving him altogether a princely autho- 
rity. In so extraordinary and invidious an office, 
Polydamas had the talents and the good fortune 
to succeed in everything, except in opposing the 
ambition of the too politic and powerful Jason. 
Tyrant, according to one party, chief of the 
patriots, as the other would call him, in his own 
city, Phera;, Jason had proceeded to bring most 
of the Thessalian cities, some by policy, some by 
arms, under that kind of subjection, which so 
commonly in Greece was intitled confederacy. 
The strength of Pharsalus, directed by the 
abilities of Polydamas, was exerted to protect 
them. But Pharsalus itself was threatened, when 
Jason sent a proposal for a conference with the 
chief, which was 'accepted. In this conference 
the Pheraean avowed his ‘ intention to reduce 
‘ Pharsalus, and the towns dependent upon 
‘ Pharsalus, to dependency upon himself; but 
‘ declared that it was his wish to effect this 
‘ rather by negotiation than by violence, and 
‘ with benefit to Polydamas, rather than to 
‘ his injury. It was in the power of Poly- 
‘ damas,’ he said, ‘ to persuade the Pharsa- 
‘ lians ; but, that it was not in his power to 
‘ defend them, the result of all his recent efforts 

‘ sufficiently 
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‘ sufficiently showed. For himself, he was resolved sect. 
‘ to hold the first situation in Greece ; the second 
‘ he offered to Polydamas. What their advan- 
‘ tagcs would be, if a political union took place, 

‘ Polydamas as well as himself could estimate. 

‘ The cavalry of all Thessaly, which would be 
‘ united under them, was not less than six thou- 
‘ sand strong: the heavy-armed infantry exceeded 

* ten thousand ; the numerous inhabitants of the 
‘ surrounding mountains, subjects of the Thes- 
‘ salian cities, were excellent targeteers. In ad- 
‘ dition to this force then, he had six thousand 
‘ mercenaries in his pay ; a body such as, for 
‘ choice of men, and perfection of discipline, no 
‘ commonwealth of Greece possessed. Some 
‘ estimate might be formed of his means, from his 
‘ success in bringing under his dominion or 
‘ patronage the Thessalian cities, of which Phar- 
‘ salus had been the [)atronizing power: bis mili- 
' tary force had been made conspicuous in the 
‘ reduction of the Maracs, the Dolopians, and the 
‘ [)owerful Alectas, chief of Epirus, who all owned 
‘ subjection to him. The Boeotians, with all the 
‘ states of their confederacy, were his allies, and 
‘ ready to admit him for their leader in the war 
‘ against Lacedaemon, from whose overbearing 
‘ power they apprehended oppression; and the 
‘ Athenians, it was well known, were desirous of 
‘ his alliance. But connection with Athens did not 
‘ suit his views ; for the Athenians affected to be 
‘ the first maritime power of Greece, and he meant 
‘ to make Thessaly the first maritime power of 

* Greece ; which he thought even easier than to 

‘ acquire 
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CHAP. ‘ acquire imperial preeminence on land, which 
. . ‘.was nevertheless his purpose. The three neces- 

‘ saries to naval power we\;e timber, hands, and 
‘ revenue. With the former, Athens was sup- 
* plied from Macedonia, which lay much more 
‘ conveniently for the supply of Thessaly. With 
‘ the second, their Penestian subjects were a 
‘ resource, to which Athens had nothing equal.’ 
(The Penestians were a conquered people, reduced 
to a kind of vassalage under the Thessalians, for 
whom they performed menial and laborious offices, 
but were not held in a slavery so severe and 
Deniosiii. degrading as the Helots of Laconia, for we find 
them admitted to that military service, the cavalry, 
which was generally reckoned, among the Greeks, 
to assort only with rank above the lowest citizens.) 
‘ For revenue then, not only their country was 
‘ incomparably richer, but instead of deriving a 
‘ forein revenue from a few little scattered Hands, 
‘ whenever Thessaly was united under one chief, 
‘ all the surrounding tribes of their continent had 
‘ paid them tribute.’ 

It had been a practice of the Thessalian re- 
publics, always acknowleging some common bonds 
of union, to appoint, for extraordinary occasions, 
a common military commander, a captain-general 
of the Thessalian nation, with the title of Tagus*. 
To this high rank and great command Jason 

aspired, 

^ The Thessalian title Tagus seems to have been the same 
word with the Teutonic Toga^ a Leader ; and perhaps the 
Latin Dux has been only another variety of it; whence the 
verb duiipy as, in the Greek, tayiiv from rayo(. Heretogay 
literally Armyleadcfy was the Anglosaxon word for a General, 
and, in the coarser language of modem Germany, our title of 
Duke is expressed by the word Hertog, 
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aspired, and the approbation of the Pharsalian sect. 
government, it appears, was necessary. But he . 
was far from so confining his views. Even the 
command of all Greece did not suffice for his 
ambition. ‘ That all Greece might be reduced 
‘ under their dominion,’ he observed to Poly- 
damas, ‘ appeared probable from what he had 
* already stated : but he conceived the conquest 
‘ of the Persian empire to be a still easier achieve- 
‘ ment ; the practical proof, afforded by the re- 
‘ turn of the Cyreian Greeks, and by the great 
‘ progress made, with a very small force, by 
‘ Agesilaus, leaving this no longer a matter of 
‘ mccr speculation.’ 

Polydamas, in reply, admitted the justness of 
Jason’s reasoning; but alleged his own connec- 
tion with Lacedasmon, which he would at no rate 
betray, as an objection that appeared to him in- 
superable. Jason, commending his fidelity to his 
ingagements, freely consented that he should go 
to Lacedaemon, and state his circumstances ; and 
if he could not obtain succour which might give 
him reasonable hope of successful resistance, then 
he would stand clearly excused, both to his allies 
and to his fellowcitizens, in accepting the proposal 
made to him. The communication of this extra- 
ordinary transaction, by Polydamas, to the Lace- 
daemonian government, afforded the cotemporary 
historian the means of becoming acquainted with 
it. The Lacedaemonians, pressed at that time by Xenoph. 
a land war, against which they could scarcely c.V j.5! 
protect their allieg, while the hostile fleet of 
Athens commanded the seas, after three days 

VOL. vr. p debate 
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CHAP, debate on the difficult proposition, liberally ac- 
^ xxvii. linowleged their inability to give certain protection 
to Polydamas and the Pharsalians against Jason, 
and therefore left it to them to consult their own 
interest. 

Xeiioph. Polydamas, returning then into Thessaly, re- 
c. i! S.6. quested and obtained from Jason, that he should 
hold, under his ow'n peculiar command, the citadel 
of Pharsalus, which had been, in a manner so 
honourable to him, intrusted to his charge. For 
security of his fidelity to his new ingagements, he 
surrendered his children as hostages. The J^har- 
salians, persuaded to acquiesce, were admitted 
to terms of peace and friendship by Jason, who 
was then elected, without opposition, tagus of 
Thessaly. 

The first object of Jason, in his high office, was 
to inquire concerning the force which the whole 
country, now acknowleging him its constitutional 
•. r. military commander, could furnish; and it was 
found to amount to more than eight thousand 
horse, full twenty thousand heavy-armed foot, and 
targeteers enough, in the cotemporary historian’s 
phrase, for war with all the world. His next care 
was the revenue, which might enable him to give 
ibid.it energy to this force. Jason was ambitious, but 
I. i.'k.c.eo. not avaricious, and he desired to have willing 
subjects. He required therefore from the de- 
pendent states, around Thessaly, only that tribute 
which had been formerly assessed, under the tagus 
Scopas. 

At the time of the battle of Leuctra, Jason was 
already this formidable potentate, and he was 
8 • then 
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then in alliance with Thebes, When therefore steer, 
the Thebans sent to the Athenian people an ac- . 
count of that splendid action, they did not fail to 
communicate the intelligence also to the tagus of c. V •! a». 
Thessaly ; and they added a request for his co- 
operation, toward the complete overthrow of the 
tyranny, so long exercised by the Lacedflcmonians, 
over the Greek nation. The circumstances were 
altogether such as Ja,son was not likely to look 
upon with indifl’erence. Having ordered a fleet 
to be equip[)C(l, he put himself at the head of his 
mercenaries, who were his standing army, and, 5.2). 
taking the cavalry in the moment about him, be 
began his march. A war then existed between 
the Thessalians and Phocians, of that extreme 
enmity, sometimes regidarly declared among the 
Greeks, in which all communication, even by 
Iteralds, was interdicted ; and of course no (jiiartcr 
was regularly allowed, nor could any stej) toward 
an accommodation easily be taken. Nevertheless, 
with his escort so hastily as.sembled, be ventured 
to traverse their country ; and entering some of 
the towns before even intelligence of bis approach 
bad reached them, and getting far forward before 
anyw'here numbers could be collected capable ol' 
opposing him, he reached Ilocotia without loss ; 
showing, as the cotemporary historian observes, 
how' much dispatch* may often do more than 
force. 

Jason, the ally of Thebes, was connected, not s.jv. 
indeed by political alliance, but by public and 
hereditary hospitality, with Lacedaemon. Pleased 
with the humiliation of his hosts, he was not 
p 2 ’ desirous 



212 HISTORY OP GREECE. 

c 11 A p. desirous that his allies should become too powerfu/. 
> . On reaching the Theban camp, therefore, dcmur- 

I c"’ J/ 4 I’ to the proposal of the Theban generals, for 
s. 88—25. an immediate attack upon the Lacedaemonians, 
he became the counsellor of peace ; and, acting 
as mediator, he quickly succeeded so far- as to 
procure a truce. The Lacedaemonians hastened 
to use the opportunity for reaching a place of 
safety. They decamped in the evening; and 
trusting more, says Xenophon, to concealment 
and speed, than to Theban faith, for their secure 
march across the plain, they reached Cithaeron 
before dawn ; and, still not free from alarm, in 
pressing their nigged way across the mountains, 
they did not halt till they came to Aigostheni in 
the Megaric territory. There they were joined 
by Archidamus, with the troops sent from Lace- 
daemon for their relief. By their safe arrival, 
however, in a friendly territory, the great object 
of the expedition being accomplished, Archidamus 
returned to Corinth, dismissed the allies, and led 
the Laceda'.monians home 

J.S?. Jason, after having thus acted as arbiter of 

Greece, hastened his return to Thessaly. In his 
way through the hostile province of Phocis, with 
leisure to exercise his vengeance, for which he 
had not Ixjfore w'anted strength, he confined it to 
the little town of Hyampolis, whose suburbs and 

territory 

’ This simple narrative of Xenophon, certainly not flatter- 
■ ing to his friends, would earn credit, without the authority of 
his name. The account, given by Diodorus, of the junction 
of the force under Archidamus with the retreating army, and of 
their separation afterward for shame, is among the stories to 
be found in his wofk, beneath serious criticism. 
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territory he Masted, killing many of the peojde. sect 
The Lacedaemonian colony of Heracleia was tl>en . 
to be jiassed. He had served Lacedaemon at 
Leuctra, because he thought it for his interest, 
and he M^ould, without scruple or fear, injure 
Lacedaemon, in its colony of Heracleia, because 
the prosperity of that colony M ould obstruct his 
views. Heracleia was most critically situated, for 
commanding the only easily practicable commu- 
nication between the countries northward and 
southward. He therefore demolished the forti- 
lications ; evidently not fearing, says Xenophon, 
that, by laying the passage ojicn, he should 
*indanger his own country, but providing that none, 
by holding the command of the pass, should pre- 
vent him from marching into the southern pro- 
vinces, whenever he might desire it. 

Decidedly now the greatest potentate of G recce ; 
powerful, not by his own strength alone, but by c. -i. s. »8. 
his numerous alliances, mIuIc on all sides his 
alliance was courted, Jason proposed to display his 
magnificence at the approaching Pythian games. 

He had commanded all republics, owning the » ss*. 
authority of the tagus of Thessaly, to feed oxen, 
sheep, goats, and swine, for the sacrifices ; and he 
proposed the reward of a golden crown for the 
state which should produce the finest ox, to lead 
the herd for the god. By a very easy impost on 
them severally, he collected more than a thousand 
oxen, and ten thousand smaller cattle. He a|)- 
pointed a day, a little before the festival, for 
assembling the military force of Thessaly ; and 
the expectation in Greece m'us, that he Mould 

r 3 assiimi 
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c H A,p. assume to himself the presidency. Apprehension 
. ^ arpse that he might seize the treasure of Delphi ; 

insomuch that tlie Delphians consulted their oracle, 
for directions from the god for their conduct on 
the occasion. The answer, according to report, 
was similar to Avhat had been given to their fore- 
CI1.8.S.4. fathers, when Xerxes invaded Greece, ‘ that the 
^ ‘ care of the treasure would be the god’s own 

‘ concern.’ 

Xcn. iTei. llcforc tljc period for the splendid display ar- 
*. si/sa. rived, this extraordinary man, after a review of 
c! 60 . the Pherman cavalry, sitting to give audience to 
B.C.;j 70' anv who might have occasion to speak to him, 

01 . 102 .-^, o I ' 

May. ^ w'as assassinated by seven youths, who approacheeP 
Avith the pretence of stating a matter in dis{)ute 
among them. The attending guards, or friends 
of the tagus, killed one of them on the spot, and 
another as he was mounting his horse ; but the 
rest so profited from the confusion of the mo- 
ment, and the opportunities which circumstances 
throughout Greece commonly afforded, that they 
effected their escape. What was the provocation 
to this murder, or the advantage proposed from it, 
we arc not informed. No symptom appears of 
any political view : no attempt at a revolution is 
noticed by the historian ; but what he mentions 
to have folio w'ed, marks, at the same time, the 
popularity of Jason among the Thessalians, and 
the deficient ideas, equally of morality and true 
policy, generally prevailing through Greece. The 
brothers of the deceased, Polydorus and Poly- 
phron, were appointed jointly to succeed to the 
dignity of tagus : the assassins could find no 

refuge 
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refuge in Thessaly ; but iu various cities of other 
parts of Greece they were received with honor : 
proof, says the cotemporaiy historian, how ve- 
hemently it was apprehended that Jason would 
succeed in his purpose, of making himself sovcrcin 
of the country. Such was the unfortunate state 
of Greece : in the weakness of its little republic.^, 
men were compelled to approve means the most 
nefarious, where other prospect failed, by which 
their fears were relieved, and present safety pro- 
cured. Thus assassination became so generally 
creditable, or at least so little uncreditable, that 
hope of safety, through speed in flight, was always 
aflbrdcd to the perpetrators. 



SECTION II. 

Partialifjf, among (he Peloponnesians^ for the Laceda'nionian 
Suprentan/. Congress at Athens: Cessation Jvalousif of 
Persia : Opposition of Elis to the Proposal for the universal 
Independency of Grecian Cities. Irritating Conduct of the 
Democratical Party in Mantineia toward Laccdcrinon. Evils 
resulting from the separate Independency of Cities. Liberal 
Project of the Tegcans for a Union o/' the Arcadian Cities 
illiberally executed: Violent Intrrference of the Mantineians : 
Arbitrary assumption of Authority by the Laccdccmonians : 
Union of Arcadia accomplished^ and Megalopolis founded. 


The event of the battle of Leuctra made a great 
impression throughout Greece. In many re- 
publics joy prevailed, at the glorious success of a 
rising, lately an oppressed, people, against those 
who had long been looked upon, by one party, at 
least through the nation, as common oppressors ; 

P 4 and 
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CHAP, and many individuals, and some states, before 

t xxyn. cautious of avowing friendliness to the Theban 
cause, were now ready to join in war against 
Lacedaemon. But others, of more circumspection 
and better foresight, w'ere aware that, under the 
political circumstances of Greece, in raising a 
new state to preeminence, they were only raising 
new oppressors. In Peloponnesus a more ge- 
neral jealousy arose, of the acquisition of imperial 
sway by a state beyond the peninsula ; and where- 
ever the aristocratical interest prevailed, an ap- 
prehension of democratical tyranny struck with 
horror. Under Lacedaemonian supremacy, tlie 
Peloponnesian states, collectively, had held a 
superiority among those of the Grecian name; 
which must be lost, if Thebes became the leading 
power of Greece. Communication therefore 
being held among the Peloponnesian cities, it 
was resolved, that the supremacy of Lacedajmon 
should be supported ; and that the troops of all 
the confederated republics should be bound, as 
formerly, to attend the call of the Lacedaemonian 
government, and march wherever the Lacedaemo- 
nians should lead. 

In the contest of Thebes with Lacedaemon, the 
leaders of the Athenian councils, generally able 
and moderate men, seem always to have W in 
view to hold the balance between them, and to 
avoid a decided connection with either. When, 
after the battle of Leuctra, the Thebans urged the 
utter overthrow of Lacedaemon, with the pretence 
that the common welfare of Greece required it, 
the Athenians, justly jealous of the growing power 

of 
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of Thebes, refused to concur; but when ad van- s.ect. 
tage was taken of the pause of hostility, which the , . 

mediation of Jason procured, to renew, among 
the Peloponnesian states, that union of military 
force under Lacedicmonian authority, which would 
restore to Lacedeemon its former means of op- 
pression, a jealousy no less just, arose, of the 
revival of Lacedaemonian empire. The Athenian 
government then resolved upon a measure be- 
coming the dignity of their city, and, as those 
judging with the ordinary measure of human fore- 
sight might not unreasonably suppose, most likely 
to promote the quiet and welfare of Greece ; in- 
viting a congress of deputies, from all the states, 
which had been parties to the jieace of Antalcidas, 
to assemble in Athens. 

We can however scarcely, without some w'onder, 
observe the easy manner in which the able histo- 
rian of these times repeatedly mentions the peaec 
of Antalcidas, by the description of ‘ the })eacc 
‘ which the King prescribed,’ or ‘ the tefms 
‘ which the King commanded*.’ Not only he Xm. iiei. 
so speaks of it in his own person, but the same a. s, 
description is attributed by him to speakers before 
the congress of the Grecian states ; and it occurs c. s. $. 2 . 
even in a decree of the Athenian people, which 
he has reported. In vain then shall we look for 
explanation of this phenomenon from later antient 
authors. Of whatever concerns the politics of 
the republican times, the writers under the Roman 
empire, Greek as well as Latin, have perverted 

much, 

* BtfS’tXiv; vt^otharlt. Xcn. Ilel. I. fi. c, 3- *• 5- 

5 6 . c. 5 . s. l iv "J. 
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CHAP, much, and elucidated very little. A collation 
. however of the extant works of colemporaries, 

orators, philosophers, and sometimes the comic 
poet, with the historian, will often furnish light, 
and always the surest, wherever any may be 
wanting, for the generally very perspicuous nar- 
rative, which Xenophon, writing for those familiar 
with the circumstances of the times, has, in some 
few parts, left obscure for late posterity. 

It is evident that all dread of the Persian power, 
any farther than as Persian wealth might inable 
one party, in a divided nation, to overbear another, 
Xeiiopi). had long ceased among the Greeks ; and that, 
since the return of the Cyreians, but still more, 
pi!i"’o'r!' expedition of Agesilaus, the hope of con- 

& Pauath** fleering Persia had superseded the fear of conquest 
t. 2. p. 496 . from that decaying empire*. But the want of a 
mediator in the endless differences of their nume- 
rous little republics, was constantly and pressingly 
felt ; and when the king of Persia, who, from his 
superiority in wealth and extent of dominion, 
M'as commonly called the great king, or often 
simply the king, ceased to repel as an object of 
terror, none would be so likely to attract as an 
object of respect. It is remarkable that the peace 
of Antalcidas, so reprobated by dcclaimers of 
aftertimes as the reproach of Greece, the first 
great symptom of her degenCTacy, was received 
by a large majority of the republics, as a kind of 
charter of Grecian freedom, and as such is men- 
tioned by Xenophon ; a charter to secure them 

against 

* ’ArrsXxti'a; *x9i» 0<wiXf4 »{ — (Xpii. 

Hel. 1. 6. c. 3. s. 6.) was the fear of the opponents of Lace- 
dscniun. 
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against oppression, not from the Persian king, but sect, 

from their fellouxountrymen®. The congress, , 

desired by the Athenians, met : no officer of the Xniopi,. 
great king’s attended : no symptom of Persian in- 
fluence appeared : but the Athenians proposed, and 
the congress approved, an oath to be taken by the 
several de])uties, in the name of their respective 
republics, which remains reported by Xenophon, 
thus : ‘ I will abide by the terms of the j)eacc 
‘ which the king sent, and by the decrees of the 
‘ Athenians and their allies; and if any state, 

‘ partaking in this oath, shall be attacked, I will 
‘ assist it with all my strength.’ This congress 
seems to have been composed of deputies from 
nearly every state of Greece ; and, among them, 
the lileian alone, insisting that Elis should retain 
its sovereignty over the people of Marganese, Scillus, s. s. 
and Triphylia, objected to the Athenian jtroposal : 
the rest, even the Lacedaimouians, acceded to it, 
with expression of much satisfaction. 

It is obvious that, under that supremacy of 
Lacedaemon, which a strong party through the 
Peloponnesian cities w as desirous of supporting, 

Greece could not be truly free. Yet events im- 
mediately following the formal abolition of that 
supremacy, by the treaty of Athens, sufficiently 
account for the politics of that party, as they 
evince that, when delivered from the sovereinty 
of one state over the rest, Greece was still inca- 
pable of supporting freedom. The detail, as it i.s 
reported by the same able writer from whom w'c 

have 

® In this view of the business we fiiul Isocrates reconi- 
mending jidhcrcnce to the fxlf 

de Puce, p. 178. I- 2 . *‘d- 
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CHAP, have the account of the expedition of Cyrus, if it 
should not, like the detail of that expedition, 
interest the imagination, will however offer political 
lessons of superior value ; and the circumstances 
will require the more attention, as they w'ere the 
immediate causes of that political decrepitude, in 
which the Grecian republics ceased to have im- 
portance among the affairs of nations, long before 
they fell all an easy prey to a forein power. 

We have seen that, very soon after the conclu- 
sion of the treaty called the peace of Antalcidas, 
or the king’s peace, the Laceda'monians, whose 
measure that treaty really was, by a violence very 
contrary to its tenor, compelled the Mantineians 
to abandon their town, and separate themselves in 
villages. To those of higher rank, in general, this 
was not totally disagreeable ; because, whatever 
inconveniencies it might bring, and whatever ob- 
struction to a soaring ambition, it secured them 
against an odious subjection to the capricious 
despotism of the assembled multitude, and made 
that political power, which the Lacedaemonians 
allowed them, safe in their hands. But, the treaty 
of Athens again declaring, for every Grecian state, 
its right of separate independency, and warranting 
that right, the leaders of the democratical party, 
among the Mantineians, thought the moment 
favorable for attempting to regain their former 
superiority. With this view they proposed the 
reestablishment of the capital of their little state, 
with the restoration of their common assembly ; 
Xeiioph. and they incouraged their adherents, by observing, 
c. d! i. 3. that the late treaty would secure them against the 

* ‘ 7 . 

jin[)criou?: 
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iftiperious interference of Lacedaemon, which was 
a party to 'that treaty. The proposal became 
extensively popular; and, in general assembly, it 
w'as decreed, that the families from the old capital 
should reassemble there, and that the place should 
be immediately fortified. 

This gave great uneasiness in Laceda'mon. The 
party adverse to the Lacedsemonian interest would 
command in Mantineia; the friends of Lacedaemon 
would be oppressed ; and the measure would 
appear, in the eyes of all Greece, to be taken 
in contempt of Lacedaemon : but, by the treaty 
just concluded, any forcible interference was too 
directly forbidden, to be, without offence to all 
Greece, attempted. It happened that Agesilaus 
had extensive personal interest, and family interest, 
in Mantineia*. Lender the existing difficulties, 
therefore, it appeared the best resource, that the 
king himself should go to Mantineia, and manage 
negotiation with its people. 

For a prince who, at the head of armies, had 
been the avenger of his country against the Persian 
empire, had not only secured European Greece, 
but had extended protection to all the Greeks of 
Asia, and spred terror among the enemies of the 
Grecian name, even to the great king upon his 
distant throne, it must have been a humiliating 
office to go, as minister from the government of 
his country, to solicit the people of a little neigh- 
boring state, accustomed to receive his commands. 
Probably, in the existing situation of his country 
and of Greece, he saw the importance of tlie 

object 

* He was waTfixs? there, a friend by inlicritancc, 
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CHAF. object too Strongly to desire to avoid the mission; 

> ^ (.jjg expression of the historian, Ris friend and 

panegyrist, implies that he was liable to be com- 
manded on it : the Lacedaemonians, says Xeno- 
• phon, sent Agesilaus as their ambassador to the 
Mantineians. 

The republicans of Greece, like some in modern 
times, we find were liable to be strangely deceived 
by the names of liberty and sovereinty. The 
leaders of that party, calling itself democratical, 
which now ruled Mantineia, fearing the popularity 
of Agesilaus, would not allow the people, nominally 
their soverein, to receive him in general assembly, 
and hear his proposals. They compelled him to 
confine his communication to themselves. Any 
very satisfactory result he could little expect ; but, 
in the hope of saving appearances for Laceda.'- 
mon, without having recourse to arms, he pro- 
mised that, if the Mantineians would only stop 
the immediate prosecution of their fortifications, 
he would ingage for the consent of the Lacedav 
monian government to all they desired. Tho 
they must have seen urgent danger to the com- 
monwealth in the refusal, yet the Mantineian 
leaders iucouraged by support from some neigh- 
boring states, and perhaps foreseeing injury to the 
cause of their party from any concession, gave, 
Xeimph* for their final answer, ‘ that the decree passed by 
c. 5. %. 5. ‘ The Mantineian people could not be rescinded.’ 

Already, from some of the Arcadian states, work- 
men were arrived to assist them, and the Eleians 
had sent three talents in silver, toward defraying 
the expence. Completely therefore disappointed 

of 
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of ihe object of his humiliating mission, Agesilaus sect. 
left Mantineia : highly irritated, as the historian . 
his friend confesses ; but nevertheless holding his 
opinion, that to resort to arms would be to violate 
the treaty, so lately concluded, warranting inde- 
pendency to every Grecian state, and must there- 
fore be avoided. 

The evils of a general war thus yet but hovered 
over Greece ; tho, after what had passed, they 
were little likely to remain long suspended. But, 
in a country so constituted, the suspension of 
general war did not bring general tranquillity. On Xenoph. 
the contrary, the prohibition of external inter- ”5; ?8. 
ference, by the late treaty, to which the Lacedai- 
monian king and government so scrupulously 
tieferred, was as the word for sedition to begin 
action, within each little republic. It was under 
the sanction of a general peace, warranting uni- Diod. i. is. 
versal independency, that confiscations, expulsions, ^ 
the ruin of families, and the horrors of assas- 
sination and massacre, most abounded. In Argos, 

Megara, Corinth, Sicyon, Phlius, Phialeia, Tegea, 
the circumstances were remarkable enough to 
demand the historian’s notice. In Tegea prin- 
cipally they became implicated with the thread of 
Grecian history, which it will be advantageous at 
present to pursue. 

The success of the democratical chiefs of Man- 
tineia, in recovering preponderance to their party 
and the principal power to themselves, by a mea- 
sure which had the credit of restoring vigor and 
importance to their little country, excited the 

attention 



HISTORY OF 6REECE. 


224 

attention of those of Tegea’. But Tegea, under 
an aristocratical administration, having a single 
and united government, no proposal of innovation, 
confined to the narrow bounds of the Tegean 
dominion, seemed likely to answer their purpose. 
They put forward therefore the bold project of 
uniting all Arcadia : ‘ Thus alone,’ they said, ‘ the 
‘ peace of Arcadia could be established, and thus 

* alone Arcadia could hrve it*' just weight and 

* respect among the Grecian ,)Owers.’ 

’This proposal, in itself teeming w-ilh public and 
private benefits, could be objectionable only for 
the manner of carrying it into execution. But it 
was the measure of a party ; whose object would 
be very incompletely attained, if it did not raise 
the interest of that party upon the ruin of those 
actually holding the power in Tegea. By these 
therefore it was opposed; and Slisippus, a man 
of superior character, at the head of them, exerted 
himself so effectually, that the jovcrein assembly 
rejected the innovation, and detenr' ied that ♦he 
antient constitution of Arcadia s J ' .’serve 

unaltered. 

In the usual violence of Grecian faction, the 
progress was generally ready from civil controversy 
to civil war: for the former so commonly involved 
banishment, and even death, that the step beyond 
was often thought scarcely a step toward greater 

danger. 

• The party is not here specified by Xenophon, but cir- 
cumstances clearly show it to have been the democratical ; 
and this is afterward directly indicated : — says the 
historian, speaking of that party, i» 0 iSfAOf 

Tf frXsOii Xen. HeL 1. 6. c* 5* St 7* 
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tlanger. Proxenus, therefore, anti Callibius, sect. 
leaders of the democratical party, did not scruple - — ^ 
to resolve upon contest in arms, rather than yield 
titeii- purpose. Their hope was in force of num- *■' 
ters ; the people, they thought, would be with 
them: and they had moreover confidence, that 
the demrH i.uical party, now ruling Mantineia, 

V', (ndd not be scrupulous, like Agesilaus and the 
Lacedaemonian administration, but would support, 
against any treat)-, a measure in a neighboring 
state, in which their own [)arty*interest wjis im- 
plicated. In the former liopethey were deceived, 
foT being driven, through discovery of their pur- 
pose, to take arms prematurely, the adherents, 
which the liberal administration of Stasippus had 
conciliated, were found to equal them in numbers; 
and, in a confiict which followed, within the town, 
they had the advantage, and Proxenus was killed. 
Stasippu.' according to the honorable testimony 
of the coleniporary historian, averse to the slaughter 
Ilf felloe citizens, checked pursuit. What fol- 
lowed unibriunately proved the imprudence of 
this liberality and humanity ; and would of course 
prompt, on mother such occasion, conduct that 
would be grossly illiberal and inhuman, where 
better manners are established, and yet, among 
the Greeks, w'as so often necessary to self-preser- 
vation, that it might hardly deserve to be called 
inhuman or even illiberal. The defeated fled to 
the gate leading toward Mantineia; and there, 
finding themselves not pursued as they had ex- 
pected, they halted, and entered into conference 
with the victors. Their chiefs, as soon as they 

hud 
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CHAP, had found their measures for taking arms dis> 

. xxyiL covered, had sent to Mantineia, only twelve miles 
off, for assistance, and they now sent again to 
hasten that assistance. Managing then to pro- 
long the conference, till the Mantineian forces 
arrived, they opened the gate to receive them. 
Xcnojph. Stasippus perceived the treachery, in time only 
c. 5, s. 9. to withdraw to the opposite gate ; so closely pur- 
sued, that he stopped at a temple of Diana, from 
whose sacredness he hoped for personal security. 
His enemies however, disposed to respect neither 
real nor imaginary duties, mounted on the walls, 
unroofed the building, and assailed those within 
with missile weapons. Unable to defend them- 
selves, Stasippus and those with him surrendered 
at discretion. They were immediately bound, 
put into waggons, and so carried to Tegea : and, 
being quickly brought before a tribunal created 
for the occasion, in which Mantineians of the 
opposite party were allowed to sit, they were con- 
s. 10. demned, and presently executed. About eight 
hundred Tegeans then, thinking themselves unsafe 
in their own city, fled to Lacedemon. Such, 
within a few months after the establishment of a 
general peace, upon the ground of universal inde- 
pendency, was the inauspicious beginning of a 
new war, which quickly involved all Greece. 

The Mantineian's had now clearly pot them- 
selves in the wrong : they had broken the treaty 
of Athens, by their interference in the affairs of 
the T^eans ; and it was not reasonably to be 
expected of the Lacedasmonians, it would have 
been neither becoming nor right, to leave the 
7 atrocious 
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atrocious crime, by which their friends in Tegea sect. 
had suffered, unnoticed, and the survivors of those ^ 
friends, who had taken refuge in Laceda;mon, 
unassisted. But the precise line of conduct, 
proper and prudent for Lacedsmon, under the 
existing circumstances, to hold, was perhaps not 
easy to determine ; and that which the Laceda*- 
monian government took, seems to have been 
neither right nor prudent. Unable yet to resolve 
upon parting with that imperial authority, which 
they had so long exercised among the Grecian 
states, they did not make it so much their object 
to protect and reinstate the oppressed Tegeans, 
as to use the pretence for revenging themselves 
on the Mantineians. .Apparently a congress of 
all Greece ought to have been called, such as that 
lately held in Athens ; but they chose rather to 
take the law into their own hands. Without 
consulting, as far as appears, any other state, they 
decreed an expedition, assembled the force of 
Laconia, and appointed Agesilaus to command. 

Meanwhile the democraticnl Tegean leaders, 
profiting diligently and ably from their success ,sb 
nefariously obtained, and warmly supported by 
Mantineia, had accomplished their great and va- 
luable project for a union of the Arcadian people 

The 

. ** According to Pausanias, whom Baitbelemi, little, appa- 
rently, in the habit of weighing historical evidence, has im- 
plicitly followed, Epameinondas was the projector and patron, 

'hoth of the reatoration of Mantineia and of the foundation of 
Megalopolis. If he was so, it will appear, from the sequel, 
that his political foresight failed him on those occasions. We 
may however better take the cotemporary historian's account ; 

« 2 who, 
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CHAP. TTie measure became extensively popular. Op- 
. . chomenus only of the Arcadian cities, instigated 

inveterate enmity to Mantineia, and probably 
c. 5! 9.11. fearful of oppression from the influence which 
Psi»an.L8. Mantineia would acquire, persevered in refusal 
C.S7. &33. accede to it. In most of the others, a pre- 
ponderant party concurred, with warm zeal, in 
founding a new city; to be, with the name of 
Megalopolis, Greats town, the common capital, 
the place of assembly for the general council, of 
the Arcadian people. 

The Orchomenians, in thus separating them- 
selves from their fellow-countrymen, did not hope 
to be allowed the quiet injoyment of that inde- 
.pendency, which they claimed as their right, 
transmitted from earliest times, and especially 
warranted by the late treaty. To support them- 
selves therefore in the resolution they had taken, 
they engaged a body of mercenaries, which had 
been in the service of Corinth. This alarmed 
the Mantineians, who suspected the purpose of 
Orchomenus to be no longer defence but attack. 
While then the force of the rest of the confederated 
Arcadians assembled at Asea, to protect the 
countiy at large against the attack threatened 
from Lacedaemon, the Mantineians remained at 
home, for the particular defence of their own 
territory, against the apprehended malice of the 
Orchomenians. Such was the uneasy state of 
jealomy in which the Greeks, in their days of 

liberty, 

who, political opponent as he was to Epameinondas, is really 
his best panegyiist. Ill-judging or careless zeal will olten 
injure the cause it means to favour. 
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liberty, mostly lived, even in the short intervals of skct. 
rest from internal sedition ; every township fearful . 
of violence from the next. 

This miserable restlessness, being rendered, by 
the political circumstances of Greece, habitual 
dirough the nation, would inhance the difficulty 
of, what in no circumstances could be easy, 
bringing a number of states to concur in a wise, 
liberal, and generally beneficial plan of union. 

We are little informed of the constitution of 
united Arcadia ; but we find party-purposes much, 
and perhaps unavoidably, considered in forming 
it ; for the union, probably, could not otherwise 
have been effected at all. The federal congresses, 
which we have seen already familiar in Greece, 
offered an example of something approaching 
that principle of representation, which the merit 
and fame of the English constitution have brought 
into universal estimation, among the politicians 
of modem Europe. But that valuable principle 
would have ill suited the means, however it might 
accord with the wishes of those whose support 
was from a dmocratical party. Their soverein 
assembly therefore (judging, in the deficiency of 
accounts of it, from its title, which, may be trans- 
lated either the Ten-thousand or the Number- 
less") was composed of the whole free population 

of 

" ^unclavius translates the title of the general assembly 
of united Arcadia, Decies mile, Ten thousand. (Xen. Hel. 

1. 7' 5' 4- B. 2 .) Amasasus, whose version of Pausanias 
Kuhnius has adopted, evidently embarrassed on the occasion, 
calls the place of its meeting. Curia prope Arcadum 

multitudiiu destinala. Paiisan. 1. 8 . c. 32 . The Creek is 

•t ftVfUI. 
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CHAP, of Arcadia, or as much of it as could be brought 

xxyn.^ together. The situation chosen for the new ca- 
pital was not central,, to give the greatest facility 
for meeting from all parts, but on the southern 
border, where, according to Diodorus, the lead- 
ing men had the surest interest, and could most 
readily collect those whom they might influence 
in the decision of public measures. The facility 
which its neighborhood to the borders of Messenia 
and Laconia afforded, for supporting the one and 
attacking the other, induced the Theban leaders, 
principal patrons of the undertaking, to favor the 
choice. Otherwise, being in the vale through 
which the Alpheius runs, and not far from that 
river, it may perhaps have united more conveni- 
encies than could be readily found elsewhere, in 
so mountainous a country. The office of this 
numerous assembly was to direct, in chief, the 
military and political concerns of all Arcadia; 
while apparently every town, for its civil govern- 
ment, retained its former separate sovereinty. 


SECTION III. 

Invasion of Arcadia under Agesiiaus : Superior Conduct of the 
Theban Leaders: Invasion of Laconia by the Am^ of the 
Theban Confederacy j under Epameinondas : Resolution of the 
Athenians to support Lacedaemon: Retreat rf Epameimndas 
from Peloponnesus: Restoration of the Messenians: Distress 
of Sparta, 

B.C.370. It was already winter when AgesUaus entered 
xe'ii. Hei.' Arcadia with the Lacedemonian mrmy, reinforced 
»!i 2& contingents of the little towns of 

Lepreum 
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Lepreum and Hers;a. The combined forces of sbct. 
Arcadia and Elis avoided a battle with him. « 

Part of the Mantineian territory was plundered ; 
and, in the skirmishing, attempted for its protec- 
tion, the Lacedaemonian troops had generally the 
advantage. But Agesilaus in vain endevored to 
force the enemy to a general action. Pressed, 
therefore, by the season, and, in some degree, 
satisfied with having a little raised the spirits of 
the Lacedsmonians, by a display of their superi- 
ority in the enemy’s country, he returned into c.6. 5.*i. 
Laconia, and dismissed his forces. 

The leaders of the Theban councils were poli- 
ticians, far superior to those who conducted the 
Lacedasmonian government. They had not neg- 
lected opportunities for extending the influence 
of Thebes among neighboring states : they had 
made diligent use of that which the interference of 
Laceda3mon in the affairs of Arcadia, or which 
the ready means open to them, through the de- 
ficiency of communication in Greece, to misre- 
present that interference, afforded, for animating 
the long existing jealousy against Lacedaemon. 

The Phocians owned subjection to Thebes ; a cir- ». 
cumstance which the general weakness only of the 
surrounding states, together with the general vio- 
lence of party-spirit, could have brought them to 
indure. Assembling then the Boeotian and Phocian 
forces by their own authority, th^ so well managed 
negotiation as to obtain the willing assistance of 
the Locrians, of both provinces of the name, of 
the Acarnanians^ the Heracleots, the Malians, and 
of all the Euboean towns. Deficient in funds for 

Q 4 supplying 
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CHAP. Supplying those wants, to which so large an army 
xxvii. as they collected, tho consisting of troops accus- 
tomed to supply themselves, would be liable in a 
Xenoph. winter campain, they borrowed from the Eleiana 
'iw. ten talents, perhaps something more than two 
thousand pounds. Epameinondas was appointed 
to the command-in-chief. 

The Lacedaemonian government, it appears, 
had either no intelligence of these great prepara- 
tions, or no suspicion that anything important 
could follow during winter. Even the Arcadians 
s. 22. did not expect it. Their forces were kept together 
only for the purpose of revenge against the little 
commonwealth of Heraca, whose territory they 
j)lundered and wasted. The Elcians alone had 
had that confidential communication with the 
Theban leaders, which induced them to wait in 
arms, in firm reliance on the approach of the 
Theban army. 

Epameinondas did not disappoint their opinion 
of his activity and perseverance in enterprize. 
But, in entering Peloponnesus by Corinthia, he 
showed a want, either of that wise moderation and 
strict justice, which his general character, as deli- 
vered from antiquity, would give us to expect, or 
perhaps rather of that authority, which a man of 
such a character would have exerted, had he 
possessed it, to restrain the wickedness and folly 
S.37. of those committed to his command. The 
Corinthians, professing neutrality, had conducted 
themselves with cautious inoffensiveness toward 
all the belligerent commonwealths ; yet, because 
they would not take arms against Lacedaemon, 

their 
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their antient ally, to support the aggression of 
Mantineia against Tegca, the army under Epa- 
meinondas exerted its power in vengeance : lands 
wasted, trees felled, and houses burnt, marked its 
destructive march. 



The Arcadians were still busied in similar Xriio(.ii. 
exertion against the Heraean territory, when in- c.1’ n. 
telligence reached them of the arrival of Epamei- 
nondas at Mantineia. Immediately they quitted 
the business of devastation, and hastened to join 
him. The Theban leaders, learning that the 
Lacedaemonian army had evacuated Arcadia, and 
was dismissed, in the usual way of the Greeks, 
for the winter, considered the purpose of their 
own winter-expedition as accomplished. The in- 
dependency of Mantineia on Laceda;monian com- 
mand being secured, the friendly party in Tegea 
established in power, the disaffection of the little 
republic of Heraea punished, and the Theban in- 
terest. in Peloponnesus altogether upon a good 
footing, they proposed to return home, and allow 
the usual season of rest also for their forces. But 


the internal weakness of Lacedremon, less per- 
ceived by the more distant, began already to be 
justly estimated by the bordering states. The 
Eleians and Arcadians represented to the Thebans, 
‘ that the sedition of Cinadon, which, without 
‘ forein assistance, had threatened the overthrow 
‘ of the Spartan government, was smothered, not 
‘ extinguished, by his punishment ; that, even if 
‘ all the subjects of Sparta were faithful, still the 
‘ excellent discipline of the Thebans, with the 
numbers of their allies, would make their army 

‘ clearly 
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CH'A p. * clearly superior to any force the Laci^dsemonians 
. . » could bring into the field : hut that, in fact, the 

‘ spirit of revolt in Laconia wanted only pr(mise 

* of protection ; extreme discontent pervaded all 

* under the highest rank of Lacedsemonian sub- 
‘ jects ; and, if they marched immediately into 

* the country, the Lacedsemonian government 
‘ would be unable to collect a force that could 
‘ attempt opposition to them.’ 

Diodor. The numbers now assembled ready to join in 
?hft. viu^* the invasion of Laconia (if late writers may be 
p*589.^’t. 1. believed for such a matter, where cotemporaries 
^ silent) were no less than seventy thousand ; of 

Xen. Hei. whom, accordiug to Plutarch, forty thousand were 
«.24,ss. heavy-armed. Nevertheless the Theban generals 
objected the natural strength of the Lacedae- 
monian border, the principal passes of which they 
knew were guarded, and the usual advantages of 
those who fight within their own territory against 
strangers. They were still hesitating, when de- 
serters successively came in from different parts; 
all urging the invasion of their country, offering 
themselves for conductors, and agreeing in the 
assertion that, not only a disposition to revolt per- 
vaded Laconia, but a large part of the people had 
already refused obedience to the summons for 
military service. 

B.C.369. These representations at length induced the 
jiuwy!** Theban generals to accede to the wishes of their 
i>udw. allies. The frontier of Laconia, against Arcadia 
and Argolis, is of that kind of ragged mountainous 
cmintiy, in which roads can scarcely be formed, 
but where streams have first found a coarse, and 

then, 
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then, in the line they have taken, gradually softened s e ot. 
its roughness. The best way from Arcadia was* . . 

by Ion, in the disdrict called Skiritis, near one of 
the sources of the Eurotas : another, but more 
difficult pass, led to Caiyss, on the brook (Enus, 
whose waters soon joined that river. It was re- Xenoph. 
solved to penetrate at once by both these ways. 1; ^6. 
The Peloponnesians undertook to force that by 
Ion, tho known to be guarded by a considerable 
body, consisting of Lacedsmonian neodamodes 
and refugee Tegeans, under the command of 
Ischolaus, a Spartan. The road by Caryae was 
assigned to the Thebans ; more difficult in itself, 
but unguarded. The Arcadians were successful 
against Ischolaus; who, with more courage than 
judgement, chusing ill his ground for opposing 
superior numbers, was surrounded, overpowered, 
and killed,' with most of those under him. The 
Thebans, conducted by some deserters of the 
countiy, zealous in revolt, met the Arcadians near 
Caryse. Descending then the mountains together, s. vr. 
they burnt Sellasia, in the vale of the Eurotas, ofttus ilitti 
remarkable as the place where the haughty inter- 
dictions of the Lacedaemonian government, in its 
prosperity, had sometimes met the ministers of 
other states. The invading army now found 
nothing to forbid its progress; which it held along 
the left bank of the river, plundering and burning 
as it went On the second day from Caryae, it 
arrived at the bridge conducting immediately to 
Sparta. That city stood at a small distance from 
the river, on the right bank. The passage was 
strongly guarded, and the generals avoided tite 

hazardous 
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CHAP, hazardous attempt to force it. Pillage and ilamea 
xxvi^ gpj.gj among the numerous houses on the 
side where nothing opposed ; to the booty from 
which Xenophon attributes a value, marking a 
deviation from the antient Spartan simplicity, the 
ready consequence of conquests, forein com- 
mands, and the circulation of a public revenue.. 

Nor was it now any longer the time when the 
Spartan ladies could take and use arms like the 
men. Among the smaller Grecian states, the sight 
of an enemy, often recurring, became less terrible 
through familiarity. But, at Lacedaemon, for cen- 
turies, it had almost ceased to be supposed that an 
xenoph. enemy could ever be seen there. To the Spartan 
c!! .lisB. ladies now, the sight even of the smoke, says the 
cotemporary historian, from the buildings fired by 
the invaders, was intolerable. Not only however 
the consternation of the fearful and inconsiderate, 
but the reasonable apprehension of the best in- 
formed and firmest, was very great. When those 
distinguished by the name of Spartans, who had 
arrogated all the powers of government, distrustful 
of others, endevored to occupy the most accessible 
parts of the unwalled city, they found themselves 
in a manner lost in its extent. Distressed by the 
defection of some of their subjects, and uncertain 
of the fidelity of others, they had recourse to their 
slaves. Proclamation was made that ablebodied 
Helots, who would take arms, and faithfully exert 
themselves in defence of the country, should be 
8 . 89 . rewarded with freedom. More than six thousand 
were inrolled; and then the administration became 
fearful of the strength which itself had thus created. 

Soon 
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^oon however auxiliaries arrived, from Corinth, sect. 
Sicyon, PeUene, Phlius, Epidaurus, Troezen,* ^ 
Hermione, and Haliae. The interest which bound Xciiopfi. 
these to the Lacedaemonian cause being thought c.s. 
secure, the first vehemence of alarm subsided. 

Meanwhile at Amyclae, some way below Sparta, »• »>. 
the enemy had crossed the Eurotas, and turned 
their march toward the city, still marking the way 
with plunder and devastation. Their cavalry, 
composed of the united force of Elis, Thebes, 

Phocis, and Locris, with some Thessalian, power- 
ful for a Grecian army, advanced as far as the 
hippodrome, or horsecourse, and the temple of 
Neptune, close to Sparta. The Lacedaemonian i. 6. c. s. 
horse, advancing against it, were comparatively 
so small a force as to appear contemptible : but 
a body of infantry, which had been concealed in 
the temple of the Tyndarids, issuing, and showing 
itself prepared to support the horse, the confede- 
rate cavalry retired ; and the very superior num- 
bers of the confederate infantry (so far the force of 
the Lacedaemonian fame prevailed) in some alarm, 
at the same time retreated. Agesilaus however 
would not allow pursuit Ably disposing his 
troops in commanding situations, which the neigh- 
borhood of the city afforded, he always threatened 
but always avoided action. The confederates with- 
drew, but to no great distance, and incamped. 

It seems implied, in the account of Xenophon, s. s*. 
that reputation, rather than strengthj at this time 
saved Sparta. All accounts indeed mark that the Xen. ut sup. 
numbers of the invaders far exceeded any ordinary Thcopom^’ 
force of Grecian armies. But that flood and “ft Afe“'’ 

hurricane 
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hurricane of war, as another cotemporary autho 
’has called it, which the abilities of Epameinonda 
had been able to excite, and direct to a certaii 
point, the abilities even of Epameinondas could no 
always duly command. Among his Bceotians h< 
had never allowed any irregularity. He fortifiec 
his camp, and placed his guards and outposts 
always as if in presence of a superior enemy. Bui 
he could inforce no such order among the Arca- 
dians ; whose practice was, when they had taken 
their ground, to lodge their arms, and wander 
for pillage Unable directly to restrain their 
passion for plunder, Epameinondas was reduced to 
endevorto ^ve it the best direction. In a council 
of war, it was resolved, that to attempt anything 
farther against the city would be too hazard- 
ous. The march was therefore turned again down 
the course of the Eurotas; and, through the whole 
length of the vale to the sea, the unfortified towns 
and villages were pillaged and burnt. The army 
arrived, unresisted, at Gythium, the principal, or 
perhaps only naval arsenal of Lacedaemon, and 
that important place was invested. Numerous 
Laconian revolters, who joined by the way, 
assisted in the assaults which, for three days, 
were repeated against it, but without success. 

Intelligence of the extreme danger of Lacedae- 
mon, quickly conveyed to Athens, excited a strong 
sensation there ; not from any popular friendship 
for Lacedaemon, but from apprehensiem for the 
common independency of Athens and of Greece, 
threatened by the growing predominance of Thebes. 
The council deemed the crisis important, and 

summoned 
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su mm oned the general assembly. Party 'Strife seCt. 
seems to have been at this time more than com- . . 

monly moderate among the Athenians ; and no . 
man had that commanding influence, which could 
decisively guide the public mind ; in the way of 
wisdom, like Pericles, or in the way of rashness 
and folly, like Cleon. Five ministers from Lace- 
daemon were allowed to speak first. Their pur- Xenopli, 
pose being to gain the utmost assistance from liai. 
Athens, they endevored to demonstrate, that the 
friendly connection between Athens and Lacedae- 
mon, which the Lacedsemonians were desirous of 
cultivating, would produce great advantages to 
both parties. The Athenians saw the advantages, 
but ^ey doubted the friendly disposition. A 
murmer went through the assembly: ‘ In the pre- 
‘ sent pressure of circumstances, professions,’ it 
was observed, ‘ would of course be fair ; but, in 
‘ a return of prosperity, the conduct of the Lace- 
‘ daemonians would be the same as formerly.’ 

‘ Yet,’ it was said, on the other side, ‘ at the 
‘ conclusion of the Peloponnesian war, when the 
* Thebans would have subverted Athens, the 
‘ better disposition of Lacedaemon saved it.’ This 
urged to recollection by the Lacedaemonian 
ministers, made a powerful impression ; and jea- 
lousy of Thebes went far to supply the want of 
confidence in Lacedaemon. Nevertheless the 


assembly was still divided,; some insisting that, 
‘ the Mantindians being aggressors, the Athenians 
< could do no otherwise than asrist Lacedasmon, 
‘ if they would not be false to the treaty they had 
‘ sworn to ; while others, vehement in the demo- 

* cratical 
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CHAP. ‘ cratical cause, contended, that the interference 
. . « of the Matineians, in support of the democra- 

‘ tical party in Tegea, against the oppression of 
‘ Stasippus, had been right and just.’ 

The deficiency, or at least, the uncertainty of 
political principle, which the disputation, thus re- 
ported, without a comment, by so able a cotem- 
porary as Xenophon, shows to have been general 
in Greece'*, appears, at this day, wonderful. The 
argument of the friends of the democratical cause, 
if allowed, would have justified the interference of 
Lacedaemon, or of Thebes, in every contest of 
faction, in every republic of Greece, in Athens 
itself; and the argument of those on the other 
side seems to have been directed, not to establish 
the general principle, that no commonwealth had 
a right to interfere in the internal concerns of 
another, but only the particular case, that the in- 
terference with arms, which the Mantineians had 
exercised in Tegea, was forbidden by the terms of 
Xenoph. the late treaty. After much discussion, it was hot 
^5! an Athenian, but the Corinthian and Phliasian 
ministers, who, by urging a particular fact, which 
interested the feelings of the Athenian multitude, 
decided the vote. ‘ Whether the Lacedaemonians 
‘ or the Mantineians,’ the Corinthian Cleiteles 
said, ‘ in the instance in question have been ag- 
‘ gressors, may be a matter of dispute not easily 
‘ settled. But that, §ince the general peace, the 
* Corinthians have committed hostility against no 
‘ state, is sufficiently known. Nevertheless the 

‘ Thebans, 

*• That it was so, if Xenophon left any doubt abont it, ifi 
confirmed by Isocrates, in his Archidamus. 
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‘ Thebans, in crossing our territoiy, have plun- 
< dered and wasted it, as if an enemy’s ; canying 

* ofi' goods and cattle, burning houses, and felling 
‘ cultivated trees. Can you then, without perjury, 

* refuse us that assistance to which the treaty 

* intitles the injured T The assembly became 
agitated; murmur was vehement ; but the general 
voice went, that the observation of Cleiteles was 
pertinent and just. 

The Phliasian minister proceeded to profit from 
the effect produced by the Corinthian’s speech. 

* It was obvious,’ he said, * that, if the Thebans Xenopb. 

* could once incapacitate Lacedsemon, Athens 
‘ would be their next object; because Athens 

* then alone, of all the Grecian republics, would 
‘ remain powerful enough to attempt resistance 
‘ to their ambition, which evidently aspired to the 
‘ dominion of Greece.’ This being urged amid 
much flattery, adapted to the popular temper, was 
decisive. The multitude called impatiently for the 
question, and would hear no other speakers. By ■. sp. 
the vote which followed, the utmost strength of the 
commonwealth was to be exerted in assistance of 
Lacedaemon, and Iphicrates was appointed to the 
command. 

The support, powerful' as it promised to be, 
which was thus preparing for Lacedaemon, mi^t 
have been too late to be effectual, if disregard of 
union, ^d neglect of discipline, growing with 
success, had not' rendered it impossiUe for the 
able leader tff the confederate army to command 
the exertion of the allies, or even to calculate 
the force that he could command. The Arcadians, a. 40. 
VOL. VI. R Argians 
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xxvir Eieians, in numbers, went oft' with 

' — . — ' unasked leave, to bear home the booty they had 
taken. Provisions meanwhile became scarce for 
the troops remaining; the season pressed, and 
Epuneinondas found it adviseable to withdraw 
hastily mit of Laconia. 

Iphicrates was already in Arcadia, and oppor- 
tunity was favorable for reducing the Theban 
army to great difticulty. But, through some party 
view, apparently, of which we have no information, 
he was not zealous in the command which he had 
undertaken. He had been much blamed for 
wasting time in Corinth, before he proceeded into 
Arcadia. Without attempting any annoyance to 
the Theban army, in its way through that difticult 
country, he withdrew again to Corinth. It was 
supposed that his purpose was to dispute the 
passage of the isthmus, and of the mountains, 
which he might have made highly hazardous, or 
perhaps have completely prevented : but his mea- 
sures rather indicated intention to allow that free 
way which Epameinondas found. Xenofftion, on 
former occasions the eulogist of Iphicrates, blames 
his conduct here in strong tmns. 

This invasion, wasteful but transient, such as 
Attica had several times suffered from its Pelo- 
ponnesian enemies, was fatal to the power of 
Xenoph^ Lacedaemon. When the forein foe was gone, 
c. i. %. s! cdbellion still pervaded the country. A large part 
of those Laconians, distinguished by "the neaae of 
Peiioecians, and all the Helots, remained In 
the able leaders of Thebes took advantage of 
these cirounurtanees, to inntate and extend the 

policy 
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policy of the Athenians, in the Peloponnesian sect. 
war. They invited, from all parts, the relics t)f ^ 
the Messenian race, to return to their former 
countiy, and take their place, once more, among 
the people of Greece. The chief body of them 
was that which, formerly, under Athenian pro- 
tection, had held Naupactus in iEtolia, but, after 
the conquest of Athens, had been expelled by the 
Lacedaemonians. Some of these had found refuge 
among their kinsmen of Rhegium in Italy and 
Messena in Sicily ; but the greater part had ac- 
cepted an invitation from the Grecian colony of 
the Evesperitans in A^ca, then pressed in war 
by the neighboring barbarians. This long un- 
fortunate race now eagerly obeyed the call of the 
Thebans to return to the country of dieir fore- 
fathers, the fairest acquisition of the Heracleids, 
the most desirable territoiy in Peloponnesus, or 
perhaps in Greece. Epameinondas was patron stnito, 
of the new city of Messena, built at the foot of Fi«t. Age$. 
Mount Ithome, famous in the antient wars with *’ *‘*^‘‘‘*’ 
Laccdsmon, on whose summit was raised the 
citadel; but it seems probable that the Argian 
general Epiteles was the commander upon the 
spot, who protected the works. Hie returned 
Messenians did not spurn at association with re- 
belling Helots, and other slaves ; all, or mostly, of 
Grecian origin, and many of Messenian blood. 

Of the i^ticulars, however, of this very inte- 
resting., restoration, we have little satisfactory; 
Xebi^hcm, in delicacy, apparentiy, to his Lace- 
demonian fr'knds, having studiously avoided even 
the mention of them, tho wanted for connection 
R 2 *<tnd 



244 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

CHAF. anpl elucidation of the rest of his narrative., • But 

XX.VII. 

he ccmld not conceal that Messenia was. torn from 
Lacedfleno^n; and, for the rest, his testimony, 
dropped in a word here and there, confirms the 
concurring accounts of later writers, that it was 
restored to the descendants, or those reputed de- 
scendants, of the antient Dorian Messehians, with 
some mixture of other adventurers, for all whom, 
united, the Messenian name prevailed. The 
Asinteans and Nauplians, Dorians from Argolis, 
formerly established, as we have seen, by the 
Lacedaemonians on the Messenian coast, having 
Pauun. been among those subject9*of Sparta, who revolted, 
or favored the revolt, were allowed to retain their 
settlements, and admitted to political association 
with the restored people. Pausanias, zealous to 
prove that the returning emigrants were really 
c. ss. Messenians, remarks that even their speech was 
not altered by their peregrination ; for, still in his 
time, after more than five hundred years, the 
Doric dialect was spoken in Messenia, in greater 
purity than in any other part of Peloponnesus. 

Thus the province of Messenia, amounting to 
half their territory, was finally lost to the Lace- 
dsmonians ; a possession however, of which, 
while they held it, their institutions seem to have 
denied them any very profitalile use, unless it 
may be reckoned suqh to oppose a waste againat 
invasion. But the retreat of the Theban may 
did not leave them masters eyen of all. Laconia. 
The district called Skiritis, in that tract of lofty. and 
ragged mountains, among which the Eurotas and 
|he Alpheius, the largest riyers.of Pdoponnesus, 

have 
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have their sources, contioued in rebellion. The ® fy’’’ 
important town of Sellasia, at the upper end 
of the Spartan vale, on the peat northern road, **'•*•'• 
by which support might best come from eastern 
Arcadia and Argos, was held by the revolters. 
Pallene”, in the western fork of the vale, up 
which, by the course of the Eurotas, the other 
principal northern way led, through Skiritis to 
western Arcadia and Elis, still held for Lacedae- 
mon. But soon after che retreat of the invading Diodoms. 
army, while perplexity occurred on all sides for i'-'*®*- 
the Spartan government, the able general of the 
Arcadian forces, Lycomedes of Mantineia, re- 
turning unexpectedly, carried it by a sudden as- 
sault, and put those within to the sword. 


SECTION IV. 

Bad anwigewcnt af Military/ Command the Popular 
Assmhhj of Athens : Second Invasion of Peloponnesus bp the 
Thebans under Epameimmdas. Lycomedes of Mantineia: 

Alienation of Arcadia from the Theban interest : Military 
merit of the Arcadians. Quarrel of Arcadia with Elis. 

In the existing pressure upon Lacedaemon, and sect. 
upon the states whose interest yet bound them to ^ ' 
the Lacedaemonian cause, it was of great import- 
ance for them to hold, and, if possible, improve B.C.368. 

• 1 a '■ Ti K* 01. lOJ. 4» 

their connection with Athens. Ministers were February, 
therefore sent thither, fully impowered to agree HthTy. 

upon *• 

“ This L^nian town must be distinguished from the 
Achaian city of the same name, for which has, by some 
modern writers, been mistaken. 

R3 



HISTORY 01' GREECE. 


246 

fillip, upon the system of command, and the plan of 

« — opifrations, for the next campain. The former 
Rlooe Blade any .difficulty. The Athenian council, 
at this t&ne swayed, apparently, by wise and mo- 
derate men, had agreed with the Peloponnesians, 
that it would be, all circumstances considered, 
most for the interest of the confederacy, and most 
equitable, that the Athenians should direct opera- 
tkms by sea, and the Lacedaemonians by land. 
But a party in Athens, with Cephisodotus for 
their orator, thought to earn popular favor, by 
opposing this arrangement. When the proposal 
of the council was laid before the general assembly 
(for by that tumultuary meeting, in the degenerate 
state of Solon’s constitution, all the measures of 
executive government were to have their ratifica- 
tion) Cephisodotus persuaded the ill-judging mul- 
titude, that they were imposed upon. In the 
Lacedaemonian squadron, he said, the trierarcs 
would be Lacedaemonians, and perhaps a few 
heavy-armed, but the body of the crews would 
be Helots or mercenaries. Thus the Athenians 
would command scarcely any but slaves, and the 
outcast of nations, in the Lacedaemonian navy, 
whereas, in the Athenian army, the Lacedmmo- 
niaQS would command the best men of Athens. 
If they w'buld have a partition of military authority 
really equal, according to the fciir interpretation of 
the terms of the confederacy, the command equally 
of the sea and of the land forces must be divided. 
Popular vanity was caught by this futile argument; 
and the assembly voted, that the command, both 
by sea and by land, should be alt^nately five 

days 
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days with the Athenians and five with the Lace'- SECT, 
dseraonians. In this decision of the petulant ^ ^ 
crowd, singularly adapted to cripple exertion, both 
by sea and land, the Lacedaemonians, pressed by 
circumstances, thought it prudent to acquiesce. 

In spring an army was assembled at Corinth, B.c.368. 
to prevent the passage of the Thebans and their 
northern allies into Peloponnesus. But the su- hhTt. 
perior abilities of the Theban leaders prevailed. 

They surprized an outpost. Still they were at a *. .'5,6. 
loss to force their way over the rough ground in 
descending the Oneian mountains. But, from 
the treachery or the weakness of the Laceda;- 
monian polcmarc commanding, they obtained a 
truce, under favor of which they safely joined the 
forces of their Peloponnesian allies, the Arcadians, 

Argians, and Eleians. This junction being thus *. 7, 8. 
happilyetFected, they found themselves far sujierior 
to the army of the Lcicedsemonian confederacy. 

Without opposition they punished the attachment 
of the Epidaurians to the Lacedaemonian interest, 
by ravage of their lands. They attempted then 
one of the gates of Corinth ; but, the Corinthians 
submitting themselves to the able direction of the 
Athenian general Chabrias, who was there with a 
body of mercenaries, they were repulsed with 
some slaughter. The abilities of Chabrias how- 
ever were unequal, against so great a superiority 
of force, to prevent the ravage of the Corinthian 
territory. All Peloponnesus seemed open to the 
Thebans; when ‘the pressure of the Thessalian 
arms, under the tagus Alexander of Pherae, upon 
their northern allies, and apprehension of its 
K 4 extending 
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CHAP, extending to Boeotia itself, called the Thebans 
suddenly out of the peninsula, and then all the 
Peloponnesians of the confederacy parted to their 
several homes 

The dissolution of the army of the Theban 

confederacy ^ve a most fortunate relief to Lace- 

dsmon. All the leisure it afforded seems to have 
« 

been wanted, for composing the troubles within 
Laconia. Offensive operations were left to the 
auxiliaries, sent by Dionysius then ruling in Syra-' 
cuse ; a body remarkable enough, both in itself 
and for its actions, to deserve notice. The in- 
fantry were Gauls and Spaniards ; the cavalry, 
apparently Sicilian Greek, so excellent, that, tho 
scarcely exceeding fifty horsemen, they had given 
more annoyance to the enemy, while wasting the 
Corinthian lands, than all the rest of the army. 
After the other troops, on both sides, were with- 
drawn, this transmarine force alone undertook the , 
invasion of Sicyonia ; defeated the Sicyonians in 
battle, and took a fort in their territory by assault. 
Gratified then with glory and plunder, they im- 
barked, and, with twenty triremes, their convoy, 
returned to Syracuse. 

Xeuoph. Thus far the able leaders of the Ibeban coun^ 
ci^,^ profiting from the animosity so extensively 
prejirailing agmnst Lacedaemon, had kept their 

confederacy 

XenopRon, in relating the retr^t of the Thebam, and 
the 'ditfenion of the rest of the army, has not at all accounted 
for it. That the Thessalian war was, the principal cause, 
may however be gathered from a comparison of th^ accounts 
of Diodorus and Plutarch, with what Xenophon nys in the. 
former book of the Hellenics, (c. 4. s. 35.); and the incidental 
mention of that War by Polybius, (I. (t.p. 512.) affords vahi- ' 
ableconfirmation to this deduction from the other writers. 
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confederacy unanimous and zealous, under the sect. 
supremacy of Thebes. But it was little likely ^ 
that so many states could, by any management, 
be long retained in patient submission to so new 
a superiority. The long deferencedf the Grecian 
republics to Lacedmmonian command, amounting, 
in many instances, to a zealous, and sometimes 
extending to a general, loyalty toward the superior 
people, is a political phenomenon perhaps singular 
in the histwy of mankind. But that deference 
was paid to a superiority, not suddenly obtained, 
but growing from the extraordinary institutions 
under which the Lacedasmonians lived; which 
made them really a superior people, obviously 
fittest, in the divided and tumultuary state of the 
Greek nation, to command in war, and to arbitrate 
in peace : whence, even still in these times, when 
the political power of Lacedaimon was so declin- 
ing, the estimation of the Lacedmmonian people, 
we are told, was yet such, that at the Olympian tocr.^ 
and other national meetings, a Lacedtemonian 
was an object of curiosity and admiration for 
strangers, more even than the conquerors in the 
games. The superiority of Athens also, tho in 
few instances, or for a short time only, supported 
by a loyalty like that which Lacedsemon injoyed, 
accruing suddenly indeed, yet resulted from long 
preparation. Legislation more perfected, talents 
and manners more cultivated, and an extraordi- 
nary succession of able men at the head of adairs, 
gave, to the Athenians an effectual superiority, 
which the people of other republics saw and felt; 

But Thebes, without any advantage of antient 

prejudice 
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CHAP, prejudice in favw of her pretensions, without any 

xxyn. public institutions to be admired, recently emerged 
from political subjection, possessing indeed a large 
and disciplined population, which might infuse 
some terror, was however become so suddenly 
minent only through the blaze of talents of a few, 
and principally of one extraordinary man, leading 
her councils, and commanding her armies; If 
therefore, in any other state of the confederacy, 
where military force was not very inferior, a si- 
milar blaze of character should occur, that state 
would presently feel itself equal to Thebes, and be 
prepared to break a connection involving an ad- 
mission of her superiority. 

Xenojiii. • Such a character had been, for some time, 
rising among the Arcadians, in Lycomedes of 

?i5.p%92. Mantineia ; a man inferior to none of his country 
in birth, superior to most in property, and who 
had already distinguished himself, in . council, as 
a principal promoter of the Arcadian union, and 
in arms, at the head of the Arcadian forces. 
Lycomedes apjjarently already saw, what after- 
ward became abundantly notorious, that, if any 
view to the general good of Greece influenced 
the Thd)an councils, it was wholly subordinate to 
^ ambition of making Thebes supreme over the 
Gfeek nation. This ambition he resolved to 
oppose. In die general assembly theFefme of 
tte Aroian states, convened in the new dty of 
Mcguhipofis, he represented, ‘ That Peloponnesas, 
‘ amoBg all its various present inhabitants, was 

* the iwoper country of the Arcadian alone; 

* the rest were ceaily strangers. Nor were the 

‘ Arcadians 
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‘ Arcadians the most antient only, they were the sect. 

‘ most powerfiil of the Grecian tribes ; they ‘were 
‘ the most numerous, and they excelled in strength 
‘ of body. It was notorious that the troops of 
‘ no other Grecian people were in equal request. 

‘ The Lacedaemonians knew their value: they 
* had never invaded Attica without Arcadian 
‘ auxiliaries ; nor would the Thebans now venture 
‘ to invade Laconia without them. If therefore 
‘ the Arcadians knew their own interest, they 
‘ would no longer obey the Thebans, but insist 
‘ upon equality in command. They had formerly 
‘ raised Lacedaemon ; they were nOw raising 
‘ Thebes ; and shortly they would find the The- 
‘ bans but other Lacedaemonians.’ 

Flattering thus alternately, and stimulating the Xeiiu|>ii. 
Arcadian people, Lycomedes obtained the effective ^^'s. L. 
command of them ; and the natural consequence 
of the submission of the multitude’s caprices to 
an able man’s control resulted : the Arcadians 
were successful, and their successes were brilliant. 

The Argians invaded Epidauria. The renowned 
Athenian general Chabrias, at the head of the 
Athenian and Corinthian forces, intercepted dieir 
retreat. The Arcadians were in alahn for their 
allies; an assembly was held; the interest of 
Lycomedes decided the choice of commanders, 
and the Arcadian army, against great disadvantage 
of ground, brought off the Argians without loss. 

An expedition was then undertaken into Laconia ; *• ia 
the territory of Asine was ravaged, and the Lace- 
daemonian polemarc Geranor, wlio commanded 
there, was defeated and killed. Many predatory 
• incursions. 
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c H.A p. i&eursions, in the common way of Grecian warfare, 
xxyn. .folldVved'; and when any object invited, neither 
night, says the cotemporary historian, nor weather, 
nor distance, nor diiBculty of way, deterred ; inso- 
nrach that the Arcadians acquired the reputation 
of being the best soldiers of their time. 

Disposed as the Arcadians showed themsdves 
c. 1.5. 15 . no longer to admit the superiority of Times, 
their strength, their discipline, and their snccesdiil 
activity in arms, tho exerted in the cause of the 
confederacy, could scarcely fail to excite some 
jealousy and apprehension in the Theban govern- 
ment. No direct breach insued, but friendship 
cooled and became precarious. Meanwhile the 
new energy of the Arcadian government attracted 
the regard of the humble and oppressed ; always 
an extensive description of men, and sometimes 
of states, among the Grecian republics. The 
people of Elis had long claimed, and generally 
maintained, a sovereinty over the people of several 
towns of Eleia, and of the whole district called 
. Triphylia, on the border against Messenia. In a 
Diod. 1. 15 . strong situation in Triphylia, called Lasion, to assist 
in curbing the inhabitants, they had allowed some 
Arcadian exiles to establish themselves. This, 
f« a time, answered its purpose: but, as the 
Arcadians of Lasion were, like the Triphylians, 
only subjects of the Eleians and not fellowcitizens, 
and as the sovereinty of people over people, 
sddom unoppresive, cannot fail to be humiliating, 
they at length made common cause with their 
xena|>K neighboring fellowspbjects, particularly the Mar- 
c.V i. 16. gRDcans and Scilluntines, in opposition to the 

• Eleian 
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Eleian government. For support they turned 
their view to the new union of Arcadia: they 
claimed to be Arcadians ; and by a petition ad- 
dressed to the new united government, they desired 
to be taken under its protection. At the same 
time the Eleians were pressing for assistance from 
thw allies of Arcadia, to recover their former 
danilhk>n over the towns, which the Laceda:- 
monians had restored to independency. The 
Arcadians slighted this application, and declared, 
by a public resolution, that the petition of the 
Triphyliaiis was well founded, and that their kins- 
men should be free. Elis became in consequence 
still more alienated from Arcadia than Arcadia 
from Thebes. 


SECTION V. 

Congress at Delphi^ assembled at the instance of a Minister of' 
the Satrap of Bithynia. The Tearless Battle, won by Archi- 
damus son of Agesilaus. Expedition of the Thebans info 
Thessaly, under Pelopidas. Embassies from the principal 
Grecian Republics to the Persian Court. Able and successful 
conduct of Pelopidas, Ambassador front Thebes: Congress at 
Thebes: Attempt of Thebes to acquire the Supremacy of 
Greece, through the support of Persia, dfeated.\ 

The growing schism, in the opposing confede- 
racy, promised great advantage to Lacedaemon. 
Meanwhile, tho, through vices in their civil con- 
stitution, and ill management in their administra- 
tion^ the Lacedaemonians had lost the best half 
of. their , territory, their negotiations abroad stjll 
carried wei|^t,.and were conducted ably and suc- 
cessfully. It Mas at the critical time, when.the 

political 
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CH^p. political system in Greece, to which the rise of 
^ ^ Thebes had given birth, began to be shaken, and 

near troubles seemed ready to break out, that 
Ph^iscus, a Greek of Abydus, arrived as minister 
fhMtt the satrap of Bithynia, Ariobarzanes ; pro- 
fessedly charged to mediate in the king of Persia's 
name, & general peace among the Grecian re- 
publics. Following circumstances proved, and 
even the cotemporary historian, tho avoiding the 
direct avowal, has shown, that this new inter- 
ference of Persia, in Grecian affairs, was produced 
by Lacedaemonian intrigue. It seems, however, 
not to have given any considerable umbrage to the 
Greek nation. Philiscus proposed a congress at 
Delphi ; and deputies from Thebes, and from the 
states of the Theban confederacy, readily met 
Xenoph. deputies from Lacedaemon there. No fear of 
7 - Persia, as the historian, not their friend, testifies, 
influenced the Thebans : for, Philiscus requiring, 
as an indispensable article, that Messenia should 
return under obedience to Lacedaemon, they posi- 
tively refused peace, but upon condition that 
Messenia should be free. 

This resolution being firmly demonstrated, the 
n^otiation quickly ended, and both sides pre- 
pared for war. Philiscus then gave ample proof 
of his disposition to the Lacedaemonian cause, by 
ettiploying a large sum of money, intrusted to hiin 
by the satrap, in levying mercenaries fw the 
S.18. Lacedaemonian service. Meanwhile a body of 
auxilkffies from Dionysius of Syracuse, clnefly 
Gauls tmd Spaniwls, as in the former year, had 
S.19— SI. joitted the Lacedaemonian army ; and, while the 
. 2 Athenians 
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Athenians were yet but preparing to march, a battle s BiCT. 
was fought, under the command of Archidamus ■ ^ 

son of Agesilaus. The united forces of Argos, 

Arcadia, and Messenia, were defeated, with 
slaughter, if Diodorus might be believed, of more Diodorus 
than ten thousand men, and, as all the historians 
report, without the loss of a single Spartan. After 
a series of calamities, the intelligence of this ex- 
traordinary success made such impression at La- 
cedaemon, that tears of joy, says the cotemporafy 
historian, beginning with Agesilaus himself, fell 
from the elders and ephors, and finally from the 
whole people**. Among the friends of the Lace- 
daemonians nevertheless, as no tear of sorrow re- 
sulted, this action became celebrated with the title Piut vit. 
of the Tearless battle. 

The war with Thes.saly now pressed upon 
Thebes. Nevertheless the amount of the power 
and influence to which that city had arrived, not 
through any merit of her constitution, as Polybius Poij-i,. t. *. 
has observed, but wholly by the uncommon abili- u’ 
ties of her leading men, and to which, beyond all 
expectation of her most promising days, she had 
been from the most adverse circumstances, so 
rapidly raised, is strongly marked by the pressure 
she was not only able to bear, but to retort with 
dScacy upon her enemies. Still urging Lace- 

dmmon, 

" Diodorus, whether from his own invention, or the store 
ef some writer, oMer, but not wiser, not more a politician or 
a soldier, than himself, has added much to Xenophon’s ac- 
count di this campain of Archidamus ; dilating indeed more 
iiian is consntent with the compressed scheme of his history. 

It is not likely that either Xenophon’s information upon the 
sulgect, or his inclination to reldte whatever would do honor 
to the son of Agesilaus, were deficient. 
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CHAP- djeemon,. |jfr confederates and dependents in 
XXVII. peloppniDesus, ;She not only could afford protection 
Poiyb.' tp her northern subjects and allies, against the 
oLur.^^^' S^pcessor of the most formidable potentate, of the 
* *® P’*®*’ but she could aim at dominion, or.iafluence, 
|rliich. would . answer the purpose of dominion, 
atnOng^he populous and wealthy, but ill-consti- 
tuted cities of Thessaly. While the rapaPity and 
ambition of the tagus, Alexander of Pherae, occa- 
sioned a necessity for measures of protection 
and defence, the disposition to revolt, which his 
tyranny had excited among those over whom his 
authority . extended, gave probability to views of 
Diodor. aggrandizement. Pelopidas was sent into Thessaly 
piucet^^* with an army; under a commission to act there 
discretion ; for the advantage, not of the 
Thessalians, who had solicited protection, but of 
the Boeotian people, who pretended to be com- 
mon protectors : a kind of commission which it 
has been usual in all ages, for the barefaced ambi- 
tion of democracies to avow, wl^ile the more 
decent manners of the most corrupt courts, from 
which such commissions may have issued, have 
generally covered them with a veil. Pelopdas 
penetrated to Larissa ; and with the cooperation 
of its people, expelled the tyrant's ganisQp. He 
extended negotiation then into Macedonia; and 
concluded a treaty with Alexander, king of that 
country; who desired alliance with Thebe^,,.vthe 
better to resis|^e oppression, which he £^t Gr 
fear^from thCnaval power and ambitious j^icy 
of Adi^) continually exerted to extend domitpon 
or inihience over every town on every shine of 
' f" . '..die 
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the ^gean. His younger brother, Philip, then s EC T. 
a boy, afterward the great Philip, father of the . - 

greater Alexander, is said to have accompani^ 
Pelopidas in his return to Thebes ; whether for 
advantage of education, and to extend friendly 
connection, or, as later writers have affirmed, as 
a hostage to insure the performance of stipulated 
conditions. 

Pelopidas returning to his command in TheS’ 
saly, his usual success failed him. According to 
Diodorus and Plutarch, venturing, as voluntaiy 
negotiator for his country, within the power of 
the profligate tagus, he was seized and imprisoned. 

But Polybius imputes his misfortune to positive 
imprudence, and an expression of Demosthenes 
would imply that he was made prisoner in battle'*. 

Nor were the exertions of the Theban govern- 
ment to avenge him fortunate. The Boeotarcs, 
who had ventured far into Thessaly, with an army 
said to have been eight thousand foot and six 
hundred horse, not finding the support expected 
from the Thessalian people, were reduced to re- 
treat before the greater force of the tagus ; and 
in traversing the Thessalian plain, pursued by a 
superior cavalry, they suffered severely. It is 
attributed to the ability of Epameinondas, serving Wodor. 
in an inferior station, but called forth, by the 
voices of the soldiers, to supply the deficiencies of 
the generals, that the army was not entirely cut off. *• «• 15- 
Negotiation, supported probably hy arms, yet not 

without 

“ Demosth. in Aristocr. p. 660, ed. Reislte. 

VOL vr. S 
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CHAP- without some c6ncession, procured at length the 
. release of Pelopidas The 

We have precisely three words only from Xenophon, 
about; the war of Thebes with Thessaly. Deeply interested 
in'the transactions in Peloponnesus, where all passed almost 
under his eye, his attention seems to have been fixed there ; 
and possibly satisfactory information of afikirs in Thessaly 
may not readily have occurred to him. We are thus reduced 
to depend upon later writers for the circumstances of that 
war, which was materially connected with the thread of 
Grecian history. If Plutarch then should be believed, the 
force of the Theban arms was exceeded only by the liberality 
and magnanimity of the Theban policy ; the success was so 
complete, that apparently nothing but the most exalted and 
uncommon disinterestedness prevented the Thebans from re- 
maining masters of Thessaly ; and Pelopidas showed heroism 
and wi^om equally and uniformly great, except that, rather 
than admit any inferiority in the Theban arms, the bio- 
grapher has chosen to mark some rashness, some extrava- 
gance of passion, in his hero, on the occasion of his death. 
But the tale altogether has so much of the romantic, the 
bombast, and even the puerile, with some contradiction df 
well authenticated facts, and some stories bearing their own 
eontradiction, that sober judgement, disgusted, might incline 
to reject all in a lump, and conclude that, as Xenophon has 
{iassed all by, there was nothing worth historicad notice. 
It will be the duty of the modern writer of history however 
to look farther; and we find testimony from an early and 
veiy respectable author, that will require attention. It has 
been incidentally only that Polybius has been led to mention 
Pelopidas. He gives no particulars, but he speaks of it as a 
matter well known in his time, ‘ that the mismanagement of 
^ Pelopidas in Thessaly produced serious ill consequences to 
* Theirs, and, especially, great loss of reputation:' 
fiiv BffiaTwf ttartXvcrt Si riir 

^Polyb. 1 . 8: p. 512. Xenophon's three words, less strong, 
are perfectly consonant to this. They occur in his account 
of Alexander of Phers, who, he says, was 

(Hel. 1. 6. c. 4. s. 35.) * an enemy who altogcf^r 
^ tpress^ hard upon Thebes.’ Fortunately then, for this part 
of the history, where Xenophon so fails us, and Plutarch, 
attaining at panegyric for his fellowcountrytnen the BeNdaris, 
is so extravagant, we find Diodorus rarional. Pausanias has 
also given slbme circumstances of the transactions of the 
Tbetans in Thessaly : but the account of Diodorus is .the 
only CM in which connection has bm attempt^; and, tho 
inclining to partiality for the Theban yet, under cor- 

rection 
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The b-oubles in Thessaly ingaged the attention 
of the Athenians, who had old and extensive con- 
nections among its cities. L^dsempn therefore 
being now greatly relieved by the victwy of 
Archidamus, by the dissension growing in the 
Theban, confederacy, and by the , distraction of the 
Theban arms in the northern war, it was proposed 
to send, to the support of their Thessalian friends, 
those forces which, of late, had gone yearly into 
Peloponnesus. The Lacedaemonian minister, 
however, represented so strongly the pressure of 
the rebellion in Laconia, still supported by the 
most powerful states of the peninsula, and so 
urgency solicited the continuance of cooperation 
from the Athenian army, that about a thousand 
foot and thirty triremes only were sent to Thessaly 
(the seaforqe perhaps no more than ordinarily was 
stationed there,) and the former assistance to La- 
cedaemon was not intermitted 

The 

rection of Xenophon and Polybius, apparently it may be 
trusted. 

Diodorus attributes the first expedition of Pclopidas into 
Thessaly to the third year of the hundred and second olym- 
piadp presently after the invasion of Laconia ; the impnson- 
ment of Pelopidas to the first year of the hundred and thifd 
olympiad; the unfortunate expedition, in which Epamei* 
ppnd^ saved the army, to the same year ; and the liberation 
of Pelopidas to the year following. The first date agrees with 
Xenophon, theJast not. 

Accprding.to Diodorps the Athenians s^t a thousand 
foot and thirfy triremes, under the command of Autocles, to 
the anfistance of the tagus of Thessaly agamst the Thebans. 
Tho not usually givi^ Diodorus credit for great exactness, 

1 neveitheless do not consider this as inconsistent, either with 
the general assertion of Xenophon, that Alexander was a trou- 
Ue^e^ppemy.to the At^ians, or with his more j^ticular 
account oif the intehladn, hot punned, to send their p'nncip^ 
landfoice into Thessaly. . 


SECT. 
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Hel. 1. 7 
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CHA?. cOfdktl wpport of Athens, the force of 

xxy^. ihikceiikries to be added by Philiscus, the growing 
atmion, among the Arcadians, to the Theban 
cam^ and die troubles in the northern provinces, 
widi the pressure of the Thessalian arms upon the 
Theban confederacy, together seemed likely to 
restore a decisive superiority to Lacedsemon, at 
least within her peninsula ; and then, judging 
from experience, it was not likely to be confined 
there. But the able directors of the Theban 
councils observed, that the first, and perhaps the 
most powerful efficient of this change in circum- 
stances, had been negotiation with Persia ; and 
Xenoph. they resolved to direct their attention also to 
fc'i! •.». Persia, and try if they could not foil the Lacedte- 
monians by negotiation, still more effectually than 
by arms. A minister from Lacedsemon, Euthydles, 
was actually resident at the Persian court. Upon 
this ground a congress of the confederacy was 
summoned, and, in pursuance of a common reso- 
lution, Pelopidas was sent to Susa, on the part of 
Thebes, accompanied by ministers from Argos, 
£lis, and Arcadia. The Athenians, jealous of 
the measure, sent their ministers also, Timagoras 
and Leon. 

The choice of the Thebans on this occasion 
was fortunate; that of the Athenians not so. 

A man at the head of a party, like Pelopidas, will 
of course be zealous in the interest of that party ; 
it is his own interest. With a' man not a leader, 
a private interest may have more weight than the 
share he considers as his own in the party-interest. 
But, among the Grecian commmiwealths, the 

variety 
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variety of public interests, and the variety of party sect 
interests, was such, that, without the interference 
of individual interests, which nevertheless always 
might occur in political negotiation, circumst^ces 
the strangest, and apparently most unaccbunt- 
able, were continually liable to arise. Pelopidas 
slighted the Arcadian minister, Antiochus ; per- 
haps the more readily to gain the Athenian Ti- 
magoras ; with whose cooperation he succeeded Xm. Uei. 
completely in the great object of his mission. 

Pie was treated by the Persian court with distin- 
guishing honor. The slight, even to contempt, 
which he showed towards the Arcadian minister, 
sufficed to bring the marked contempt of the court 
upon that minister and his country*’. A Persian 
of rank was appointed to accompany Pelopidas 
back to Greece, bearing a rescript from the king, 
in which the terms of his friendship were declared. 

It required ‘ that the Lacediemonians should 
‘ allow the independency of Messenia; that the 
‘ Athenians should lay up their fleet ; that war 
‘ should be made upon them if they refused ; and 
‘ that, if any Grecian city denied its contingent for 
‘ such war, the first hostilities should, be directed 
* against that city : that those who accepted these 
‘ terms would be considered as friends of the king, 

‘ those who refused them as enemies.’ 

If we compare the style and spirit of this re- 
script, and the maimer in which, it was offered to 

united 

** Antiochus had been victor in the pancratium ; (Xen. 

Hel. 1 . 7» c. 1. s. 23.) so that it should seem men of rank and 
education, even at this day, -ingaged in that rough contest for 
honor; unless we should consider the contempt shown him, by 
Pelopidas, as in*part founded on his low rank and manners. 

S3 
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CHAP, united Greebe, with the terms and circumstances 

xxyn. peace of Anitalcidas, we shall hardly dis- 

c6t« what has been the ground of distinction 
betfiilpi ^em ; why one has been so much re* 
pro/bu^, while the other, little indeed applauded, 
has a manner been thrown out of observation, 
by the imposing abundance of panegyric, which 
the consent of antient and modern writers has 
bestowed on the magnanimous patriotism of Pe- 
lopidas, and of his great associate, in politics as 
in arms, £pameinondas. But we may perhaps 
be led to think; that political principle has been 
out of view, both in the panegyric and in the 
reprodcii ; that the merit of individuals has con- 
sidmbly swayed the general mind; yet that the 
great distinction has rested on party-spirit. If, 
however, leaving the political principles of Pelo- 
pidas in that obscurity, which we seem without 
ineahs veiy satisfactorily to illuminate, we look to 
his pi^itical abilities, we shall see them exhibited 
id their fairest light, in real splendor, not by his 
pidfessed panegyrists, but by the candid cotem- 
pbi^ historiaii, not his friend. They are evident 
in the success of his Persian negotiation, to which 
that historian has borne full testimony ; and that 
nc^tiatioh lUUSt unquestionably have been a 
business abounding with difficulties, and requiring 
mtich discernment, to conduct, and bring to so 
ddv^tageotts a conclusion. 

But the Thebans seem to have been too much 
elated, by dieir success, in this extraoidinaiy and 
very important affair, for perfect prudence to hold 
through their political conduct; whether thteif 

7 able 
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able chie^ now erred, or rather popular presump- 
tion, in the badness of their constitution, to which 
Polybius bears testimony, was not to be restrained. 
They assumed immediately to be arbitmr" of 
Greece. Their summons, for a congress of de- 
puties from the several republics to meet in 
Thebes, were generally obeyed. The Persian, 
who had accompanied the return of Pelopidas, 
attended, with the king’s rescript in his hand ; 
which was red and interpreted to the congress, 
while the king’s seal, appendant, was ostentatiously 
displayed. The Thebans proposed, as the con- 
dition of friendship with the king and with Thebes, 
that the deputies should immediately swear to 
the acceptance of the terms, in the names of their 
respective cities. Readily however as the con- 
gress had met in Thebes, the deputies did not 
come so prepared to take the law from Thebes. 
A majority of them joined in the reply, ‘ that 
‘ they were sent to hear propositions, not to swear 
‘ to whatever might be proposed. If oaths were 
‘ expected, the Thebans must inform their several 
‘ governments of the purport.’ 

The conduct of Pelopidas toward Arcadia and 
its minister at the Persian court, unaccounted for 
by Xenophon, had scarcely been the result of 
meer caprice or resentment, but probably of some 
political view; whether, as before observed, to 
gain the Athenian minister, or to obviate some 
suspidtms or prejudices of the Persians. It was 
however certaiidy productive of pditical incon- 
veniencies. Antiochus, however deficient in qua- 
JificatioDS for minister at a polished court, was 



Pulyb. 

1 . 6. p. 487. 
Xeuoph. 
lleJ. I 7. 
c. 1. s. 27. 
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' CHAP, iiot 'without some just teeling of the indignity put 
^ xxyii. upon him : nt his departure, he had refused the 
Cttstmnary presents from the Persian court ; and 
wlill^ on his return, he gave an account of his 
e^rassy, in that assembly of the Arcadian na- 
thin in Megalopolis, whose very title, the Ten- 
thousand, or the numberless, marks its tumultuary 
composition, he made light of the Persian empire 
and all that it contained : ‘ Bakers, cooks, cup- 
‘ bearers, and porters,’ he said, ‘ abounded there ; 
‘ but men fit to fight with the Greeks, tho looking 
‘ diligently, he could see none. Nor did he be- 
‘ lieve even in the boasted riches of the empire ; 
‘ for,’ concluding with a joke adapted to impress 
the multitude he was addressing, ‘ the so much 
‘ celebrated golden plane-tree, he was sure, would 
* not give shelter to a grasshopper.’ 

This being added to former stimulation, the 
Arcadian deputies were chosen under an impres- 
sion not favorable to the Theban cause. The 
powerful and popular Lycomedes, the first who 
had stood forward in avowed opposition to the 
Theban pretensions, was the Mantineian repre- 
sentative. Not simply objecting to the proposed 
oath, Lycomedes insisted, ‘ that Thebes was not 
‘ the place in which the congress should have 
‘ been assembled.’ The Thebans exclaiming, 
with marks of resentment, that he was promoting 
discord in the confederacy, he declared his reso- 
lution to hold his seat in the congress no longer ; 
Xrnupi^ and, the other Arcadian deputies concurring with 
c.i'. •.s(8. him, they all went home together. The result 
seems to have been, that the congress broke up 
without coming to any resolution. 

Disappointed 
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Disappointed and thwarted thus, the Thebans 
could not yet resolve to abandon their project of 
arrogating that supremacy over the Greek nation, 
which Lacedaemon had so long held ; long in«^d 
by the voluntary concession of a large majority of 
it. They sent requisitions separately to every 
city to accede to the terms proposed ; expecting 
that the fear of incurring the united enmity of 
Thebes and of the king, says the cotemporary 
historian, would bring all severally to compliance. 
The Corinthians however setting the example of 
a firm refusal, with the added observation, ‘ that 
‘ they wanted no alliance, no interchange of oaths 
‘ with the king,’ it was followed by most of the 
cities. And thus, continues Xenophon, this at- 
tempt of Pelopidas and the Thebans, to acquire 
the empire of Greece, finally failed*". 



Plutarch, in rclatinp^ the Persian ernbassy, has labored, 
with some ingenuity, to draw attention aside "from whatever, 
in Jiis hero's conduct, was most repugnant to the claim for 
Jiim of being a Cu*ccian, and not meerly a 'Pheban, patriot. 
He has however been either honest or idle enough not specifi- 
cally to contradict any of the particulars reported by Xeno- 
phon, which show that the object of Pelopidas wa;^ to make 
Thebes mistress of Greece. He has omitted all mention c»f 
the congress of 'I'hebes, and the gtiiend opposition to Pelo- 
pidas there; an opposition evidently arising from the cause 
stated by Polybius for the failure of all attempts to unite the 
Grecian republics : ro /li rvt xoivijc mxir, aXX» 

rSf ffftTtfiOf ivtanieti sxarcr — 

because the views and exertions of each were directed to pro- 
mote^ not the common freedom^ hut its own power, Polyb. I. «. 
p. 125. Concerning so remarkable u transaction, we should 
have been glad even of such reports as Diodorus might hav(^ 
preserved, to compare with the account of Xenophon : but, 
perh^ because he found nothing that would support eulogy 
to his country, he has omitted M notice of it in its piojjor 
place, and has barely mentioned it in a ft^Uowing suiiiinary 
^egyric of I'clopidas. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

^rs of Grelce, from the Failure of the At- 
tempt to establish the Supremacy of Thebes 
over the Grecian Republics, through the 
Support of Persi A, till the Depression together 
of the Aristocratical and Democratical 
Interests, and the Dissolution of the antient 
System of Grecian Confederacy, through 
the Event of the Battle of Mantineia. 


SECTION I. 

Difficult Circumstances of the Theban Administration. Affairs 
of Achaia : Advantageous Constitution of Achaia, and ad- 
vantageous Character of its People : Iniefertnce of Thebes : 
Generous Policy of Epameinondas : Impolitk lUiherality of 
the Theban Confederacy. Miseries^ Virtues j and Injoyments 
of the People of the smaller Repubhe^^^ exemplified in the 
History of Phlius. 

CHAP. T F we refuse to Thebes the credit of a glory 
xxviit i genuine and pure, for her first successful 
struggle against the tyranny of Lacedaemon, we 
have Epameinondas himself with us, who would 
take no part in the revolution, till the buiness of 
conspiracy, 'treachery, and assassination were over, 
and the affair came into the hands of the people 
at large, ready for leaders, and wanting them. 
We may have more difficulty to decide upcm the 
merit or demerit of that obstinacy, with which the 
Thebans afterward persisted in asserting donunion 

over 
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over the cities of 13a;otia, and thus denying peace 
to Greece, when proposed ujion a condition which, 
might seem, on first view, all that true Grecian 
patriotism could desire, universal independen^i 
I’or where was to be found the sanction of that 
peace? Unfortunately the eflicacy of any great 
interest pervading the country, was overl.xirne 
and lost in the multitude of narrow, yet pressing 
interests, of parties and of individuals, dividing 
every little community. No sooner would the 
independency of the Boeotian towns have been 
established, than a revolution w'ould have been 
made, or attempted, in every one of them. The 
friends of Thebes once overpowered, and the 
friends of Lacedaimon })revailing among those 
towns, hov' long might Thebes itself have been 
secure against a second subjection to Laceda;mon, 
more grievous than the former? As far then as 
thest considerations ma}' apologize for the refusal 
of accession to the treaty of Athens, so far it may 
also justify the Persian embassy; tho scarcely 
the haughtiness, which success in that negotiation 
seems to hdve inspired. But what should have 
been the farther conduct of Thebes to secure he* 
own quiet, without interfering in the affairs of 
surrounding states, or how to insure quiet among 
those states, without the possession and the use of 
power to control them, is not so easy to determine. 
For the business of the honest statesman, amid 
the seldom failing contention of factions within, 
and the ambition of interested nei^bors without, 
is not so easy and obvious as presumptuous igno* 
ranee is commonly ready to suppose, and informed 

knavery 
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CHAP, knavery often, with interested purposes, to affirm. 
xxyiii^ .How ill JGreece was at this time prepared for 

* mal quiet, what follows will but concur, with 
^at has preceded of its history, to show. 
^QHAiA was more divided, and perhaps more 
equally divided, into little village republics, with- 
out 'a preponderating town, than any other province 
of Peloponnesus. Hence, if its people were not 
among themselves quieter and happier, yet their 
disturbances, less expanding among their neighbors, 
less attracted the notice of historians. While the 
Lacedatmonian influence prevailed in Pelopon- 
nesus, the little Achaian states were mostly aris- 
ch«p.«. tocratical republics. In the preponderance ac- 
quired by Athens, under the successive able and 
liberal administrations of Themistocles, Aristeides, 
Cimon, and Pericles, support from that imperial 
democracy made the democratical the ruling party 
in Achaia, and brought Achaia into dependence 
upon Athens. By the conditions, afterward, of 
the Thirty-years truce, to M'hich the combination 
of enemies and defection of subjects compelled 
the Athenians to submit, all interference of Athens 
being forbidden, aristocracy and the Lacedee- 
cii. 14 . s.i. monian interest revived together. They were 
or tiiM Hut. jjp completely restored, but that, 

when the Peloponnesian war broke out, Pellene 
alone joining the general confederacy of the Pelo- 
ponnesian states against Athens, the rest of the 
Achaian towns maintained a neutrality, til! the 
destructive defeat of the Athenians in Sicily gave 
a decided preponderance to Lacedasmon. 

From 
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From that time Achaia seems to have remained src^'. 
moderately quiet, under aristocratical, or perhaps- > « 

a mixed government: for there seems ground for 
supposing that a better connection between ^ 
higher and lower ranks of citizens, a truer aristo- 
cracy, with less of oligarchy, whether from advan- 
tage of law, or of custom and circumstances, was 
established among the little towns of Achaia, than 
in most other parts of Greece*. The general Poiyi*- 
character of the Achaians, for probity, at the same 
time, stood singularly high among the Greeks, 
while their power was invidious to none ; inso- 
much that, after the battle of Leuctra, the Lace- 
daemonian and Theban governments agreed to 
refer a matter in dispute (what it was we are un- 
informed) to their arbitration. In the war between 
Thebes and Lacedaemon, as far as we have yet 
traced it, they seem to have maintained an exact 
neutrality ; except that, in the extreme danger of 

Sparta 


■ Polybius says that the merit of the Achaiiin laws, as they 
stood in his age, was derived from times of great antiquity ; 
(Polyb. Hist. 1 . 2 .) which might be believed on less authority 
than that of Polybius, because it is not common for a system, 
totally new, to acquire stability and florish at once, like the 
Achaian, in the time of its confederacy. He calls the Achaian 
governments democratical ; meaning probably no more than 
that they had a mixture of democracy, sufficient to insure 
isooomy, equal law, to the Many : for Xenophon clearly in- 
forms iis that by the old constitutions of the Achaian towns, 
pre^rved to his time, (Hel. 1 . 7 * c. 1. s. 32.) the wealthier 
and higher people held the principal share in the govern- 
n^t. But it appears evident that Polybius, with certainly 
4lie best opportiinities of information, could learn little of the 
histoji^ of Achaia ; ao that what we gain from Herodotus, 
Thucydides, and Xenophon, may be considered as everything 
most material, of what was known to antiquity, till that 
haght period, which none of those writers lived to see, but 
which fell directly under the view of Polybius, and of which 
his< detail is of high value. 
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CHAP. Sparta .itself, ia the invasion of Laconia under 
XETOL^ .Epaneinondas, the Pdlenians, always more at- 
Eenoph^ '^'|(||thTi,d than the rest to the Lacedsmonian interest, 
c. 5.' 9.' s 9 . l||Ktiteir mite of assistance to their distressed 
K vImI. But the elevation of a new patron for 
democracy, preponderant among the powers of 
Greece, not by sea, as Athens formerly, but by 
land, and which, as experience had shown, could 
extend its arm with effect into Peloponnesus, ap- 
pears to have excited new ambition in the demo- 
cratical leaders; for even among the Achaians 
parties existed. The democratical party in Achaia 
communicated with Thebes; and the Theban 
leaders, in the dilemma in which their failure in 
the late congress had left them, received the com- 
munication with eager attention. Disappointed, 
and, in some degree, disgraced, in the eyes of all 
Greece, here appeared a point to which the exer- 
tion of the confederacy might be directed, with 
the plausible pretence of supporting the democra- 
tical cause^ and the cause of Grecian independency, 
by delivering Achaia from subjection to Laceds- 
mon. In the want of such an object, or in the 
neglect of it, their influence over the confederacy 
Xenoph. would risk a rapid decay. The establishment, 
1 '. 89. then, of their influence in Achaia, would form a 
check, which they greatly desired, upon ' the ,ne;^ 
B.c. 366.’ refractoriness of some of their Peloponnesian allies, 
Oodir?^ ^ especially the Arcadians. It was therefore .re- 
solved, at Thebes, that the army of the confederacy 

should 

* Dodweli gives the Achaian business to the year. ■ nnrf 
the Phliasian to the preceding year, 367. They seem^^have 
been going forward about the same time, dccupying {Art of 
both years, > 



INTEKFETIENCE OF THEBES IN ACHAIA. 27I 

should march into Achaia, ai^ Epameinondas 
was appointed to the comihaiid. 

On the' other side, to prevent this expected 
invasion of Peloponnesus, the passes of moiutt 
Oneion, on the isthmus, were occupied 
bodies of troops; one under a Lacedaemonian, the 
other under an Athenian officer : but the alliances 
of Thebes, within the peninsula, afforded oppor- 
tunities for rendering such precaution vain. In 
consequence of negligence, at least attributed to 
both the commanders, the Argian general, Peisias, 
found means to establish two thousand men on a 
commanding height, which inabled Epameinondas 
to enter Peloponnesus without material molesta- 
tion. He was quickly joined by the Peloponne- 
sian allies, and altogether directed their march 
toward Achaia. 

Meanwhile the principal men of that country, 
after deliberation on their critical circumstances, 
resolved, instead of either attempting a vain resist- 
ance, or betaking themselves to the wretched re- 
source of flight, to trust the liberal character of 
Epameinondas, and meet him with a declaration 
of didr (readiness to commit their fortune into his 
hands. He did not deceive their opinion of him. 
Ex^ng his influence, and perhaps stretching hu 
power, he prevented banishment, yet preserved 
the constitution of every city inviolate ; and, only 
requiring pledges that they would be faithful to the 
TMian confederacy, and follow in arms whereso- 
ever the Thebans should lead, he conducted his 
am^ home ’. Pelopidas, 

* The stoiy u told in the original in these few words . 
Ilfiavifitrut f aivi rSt ffifir'rtir •« rUt •ninnariiii i 
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c H4P> v^n^ek^das, soeheld his interest with 



Diod. 1. 15a 
Plut. vit. 
Felopid. 

Ibid. 


Xenupli. 
Hel. 1.7. 
«■ 1. 1. 31 


xxviu. T^bah people, &at^,#om the expulsion of the 
onians till his death, he was constantly 
►fjSce of fioeotarc, by yearly election. The 
ity and steddy virtue of Epameinondas 
could not so condescend to popular folly and de- 
pravity, as to hold popular favor, or even to avoid 
sometimes dis^irace, at least with that occasional 
majority of the multitude, which wielded, in the 
moment, the absolute sovereinty of Thebes. His 
indulgence toward the principal families of Achaia, 
highly disappointing to their opponents, who had 
depended upon succeeding to the honors, and 
profiting from the estates, of fugitives, was unsa- 
tisfactory to the high democratical party, through- 
out the confederacy. The Arcadians especially, 
predisposed to blame the measu(e.s of Theban 
councils. Joined with the Achaian malcontents in 
complaining aloud, ‘ that the interest of Lacedse- 
‘ mon, rather than of their own confederacy, was 
‘ considered in the settlement of Achaia.' Clamor 
from without so assisting party within Thebes, the 
interest of Epameinondas did not suffice for the 
support of his own measure. The Theban people, 
calling themselves champions of the liberty of 
Greece, decreed, that regulators should be sent to 
the Achaian cities. Under the superintendence of 
the regulators, the Many drove the principal men 

of 


'Ew’afiiiwtiiiK, fti fvyaitSv»i rmt ufmrlrtvt /tin mXiriMw 

fmvriMu' oAXa rntri X«6ir» wofi t£» S 

laiffSai. KM aK.Xov6.mr emi ar 9«Caior tifySiHat' cat wm( amp^or 

•kKoJii. I have endevored to give a faithful interpretation of 
this passage in the text. A meer version, without dilati^ in 
some parts, could scarcely be made at the same time fidthful 
and intelligible. 
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of every Achaian town banishment, md 
changed the governments^# pure democracy. 

It soon appeared that llie measure of Epam^^ 
nondas had been a measure of true policy, not^M 
than of justice and humanity ; and that the popiw 
measure superseding it was as unprofitable as 
tyrannical; disadvantageous to Thebes, to tlie 
confederacy at large, and, in the end, still more to 
the Many in the Achaian towns, whose benefit 
was more particularly its pretended object. The 
exiles were numerous, and held still some influence 
in every town. Uniting, and directing their whole 
force against each separately, they recovered all. 
No longer then moderate, as before, in their 
politics, they ingaged warmly in the Lacedaemonian 
interest. What their domestic adversaries suf- 
fered, the historian has not informed us ; but he 
says that considerable inconvenience followed to 
the Arcadians ; annoyed now, on their northern 
border, by the active and zealous enmity of Achaia, 
while on the southern they were pressed, or con- 
stantly threatened, by the force of Lacedmmon *, 

Under these circumstances the Achaians owed 
their security principally to the troubles in neigh- 
boring states, ingaging the attention of Thebes, 

and 

* I have been the more desirous that the learned reader 
should have ready opportunity to judge of the faithfulness of 
my interpretation of the passage of Xenophon, given in the 
preceding note/ because, 1 think, that passage, with its sequel, 
does altogether singular credit both to Xenophon and to 
Epameinondas ; insomuch that, I will own, I doubt if the 
laborei] panegyric of Plutarch, were his life of Epameinondas 
extant, would so strongly paint the re^ merit of his hero, to 
the penetrating and judicious, as this simple and compressed 
narrative from a political.enemy. 

VOL. VI. T 
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CHA^. aad, employing the arms of her Peloponnesian 
xxviii. The situation of Phlius, bordering on 

Argolis, and in the road from the 
Laceda;mon, made the acquisition of 
city much an object for the confederacy. 
It was not the le$8; so on account of the remark- 
able fidelity with which, since the last revolution, 
when Delphion fled, its people had adhered, under 
all fortunes, to their ingagements with Lacedaemon, 
and of the spirit and success with which, on many 
trying occasions, they had exerted themselves, as 
well in support of their allies, as in defence of 
Xenopii. themselves. Their zealous activity, in the extreme 
c. a. j. 3." danger of Sparta, when invaded by Epamcinondas, 
was warmly acknowleged by the Lacedaemonians, 
s. 4. In revenge, on the other hand, for this, the Argians, 

in returning from that expedition, directed the 
usual ravage of Grecian armies particularly against 
Phliasia. Tlie Phliasians, utterly unequal to meet 
them in the field, nevertheless, with only sixty 
horse, pursuing them, so completely routed tlie 
rear-guard as to raise their trophy, in sight of the 
Argian army. 

It was the common misfortune of Phlius, as we 
have heretofore seen, with almost all Grecian 
republics, and the unavoidable consequence of 
sedition and revolution, to have emigrant citizens 
more vehemently inimical than any strangers. 
The miserable insecurity of those little republics 
is strongly marked in what the cotemporary his- 
«. 1-9. torian proceeds to relate. While the Thebans 
were the second time invading Peloponnesus, the 
Eleians and Arcadians, marching through Nemea 

to 
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to join them, were persuaded by the Phliaski^ sect. 
exiles, that the appearance only of support froi|; . || 
the army would inable them to recover th«r ctl|i 
The exiles and others, accordingly, to the m^pber 
of six hundred, prepared with scaling-ladders, 
arrived, by night, under the vety walls of Phlius, 
undiscovered, and w'aited there. The march of 
the supporting army, however, was observed from 
an outpost at Tricfanum, and indicated to those in 
the city by signals. But in the city were some 
who held intelligence with the exiles. These 
hastened to give the concerted token for scaling; 
and the citadel, ill-guarded, was taken almost with- 
out resistance. Alarm rapidly pervaded the town, 
and the people ran to arms. The exiles, hoping 
to profit from the hrst confusion, sallied from tlie 
citadel into the town. They were however re- 
pulsed, and, as they retreated again into the 
citadel, the pursuers entered with them. But the 
Eleian, Arcadian, and Argian forces, had by this 
time surrounded the town, and proceeded imme- 
diately to scale the walls. The threatening horrors 
of a storm seemed now beyond the strength of 
those within to avert ; but, by a series of exertions, 
the most spirited, persevering, and well-directed, 
they at length repulsed the assailants in every 
directbn. Without remission then, applying their 
whole strength to the recovery of their citadel, they 
effected it. This was no sooner done, than their 
cavalry boldly sallied. The enemy, baffled in all 
points, and probably w'eak in cavalry, were so 
fearful of the threatened annoyance to their re- 
treat, that, in their haste, they left their ladders, 

T 2 their 
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CHAP, thptf sItuQ, and even some wounded ; mostly those 
^iMHBd % leaping from the walls. Extreme danger, 
fi^anately, quickly, and for the moment 
surmounted, produced emotions, 
among the Phliasians, stronger than perhaps any 
known in the m^e generous warfare of modern 
ages; unless where, recently, France has gone 
beyond all antient example in illiberality and 
ferocity. The spectacle, it appears, was striking, 
even in those days ; the men shaking hands while 
they circulated congratulations ; the women busy 
with cups, ministering to their refreshment, and 
shedding tears of joy ; and at length (if it may 
be allowed so literally to translate the strong 
expression) all actually seized with a weeping 
laughter*. 

Xetiopli. In the following year the united forces of Arca- 
cl'a.l.i'o. d***' ®nd Argos invaded Phliasia, to revenge their 
defeat by ravage of the country, and not without 
hope of so distressing the town as to reduce it to 
capitulate. The long and severe pressure of a 
strong democratical party seems to have urged 
the aristocratical Phliasians to cultivate the cavalry 
service ; so that, among the Peloponnesians, they 
appear to have excelled in it. A small body of 
Athenian horse had joined the Phliasian ; and toge- 
ther, supported by a small chosen body of foot, 
they attacked the Argians and Arcadians, broken 
in crossing a river, and with such success as con- 
siderably to check the intended waste of their 
fields. 

But 

* Tlailetq rov( toti yi Tu oflt K^v^-tyi^uf 

Xen. Hel.l. 7. c. 2, s. 9. 
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But the unfortunate Phliasians, after the Thebans sect. 
became masters of Achaia, were so sunoimde^ 
enemies, that all their energy and all thw sno^^ 
could not inable them to procure subsistence from 
their fields. Yet they still persevered, and stiil 
were successful. The Theban commander in x,„ Hfi 
Achaia entered their country at the head of his [ ’ j® 
own troops, with the force of Sicyon and Pellenc, 
strengthened with two thousand mercenaries. 

The Phliasians, finding opportunity to attack the 
Sicyonians and Pellenians separately, defeated 
them with such slaughter, that the expedition w'as 
pursued no farther. Xenophon has thought it a ». ib. 
matter for particular notice and warm eulogy, that 
a Pellenian, connected by public hospitality with 
Phlius, being made prisoner, was released without 
ransom ; tho the wants and poverty of the Phli- 
asians were at that time pressing. Deprived of 17. 
the produce of their own lands, they found means 
to obtain occasional supplies; sometimes by rapine 
from their enemies, sometimes by purchase from 
Corinth ; but both through many difficulties and 
dangers : with difficulty raising the price for their 
purchases ; sometimes by collection among them- 
selves, sometimes by borrowing; and then, on 
account of the peril of the convoy, with difficulty 
finding pledges, even for the necessary beasts of 
burthen. 

In extreme distress, at length, they were so for- >• »«• 
tunate as to obtain the assistance of the Athenian 
general Chares, co mmandin g a body of merce- 
naries at Corinth ®. Beyond the direct line of his 

commission, 

‘Simiif, s. 20 . and s. 2I. 

T 3 
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CHAF. commi^on, he joined them in protecting a con^ 
xxyii^ vo^. 4^ith such an auxiliary force, they arrived 
unopposed; and then they requested 
s*lo give them his farther protection in car- 
rying t&eir useless mouths to Pellene : for already 
the revolution in Achaia had taken place, which 
restored the government of that little city to the 
party with which the Phliasians had old and inti- 
mate connection. He consented, and they arrived 
there also unmolested. The market of a place so 
friendly, and with which they had not, for a long 
time, been able to communicate, ingaged their 
attention. They knew that, if they incumbered 
themselves with a convoy, they should certainly be 
attacked in their return. Nevertheless they pro- 
vided themselves to the utmost that their credit, 
and the Pellenian stores, would inable them ; and, 
Chares still giving his willing assistance, they 
fought their way home successfully, and carried in 
their convoy undiminished. This seems to have 
been that action of the Nemean glen, in which, as 
we shall find occasion to observe hereafter, credit 
was earned by .dischines, an Athenian youth, 
afterward of so much celebrity as an orator, 
y The small population of Phlius, or the small 
c. s. 1.19. number of those whom the ruling party could 
trust with arms, little allowed reliefs in these 
arduous duties. But their activity supplied the 
want of number. They had scarcely taken a few 
, JO. hours rest by daylight, after a night of great 
fatigue, when they proposed to Chares a new 
enterprize. To check their convoys in future, 
equally from Corinth and Pellene, and to extend 
8 waste 
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waste over their territory with more safety, more s?ct. 
certainty, and more constancy, the cnein^i wefe ^ - 

fortifying a post at Thyatnia, on the 
border, against Sicyonia. Chares consenting, they 
moved so as, by a rapid march, to reach the 
])lac.c a little before sunset; “iand they found 
equally the workmen and the protecting force, in 
the cotem[)orary historian’s description, some x>iio|iii. 
cooking, some baking, some preparing their beds : r. y. s! sx 
all conqiletely surprized, all instantly fled. The 
Phliasians and their allies then profited from the 
preparation made. I laving stationed their guards, 
they suppe<l, made libations, as thanks-oflerings *• 
for their success, sang the pman of victory, and 
went to rest. Immediately, however, as their 
success was ascertained, they sent a messenger to 
Corinth with the news ; and the Corinthian admi- 
nistration, not waiting for daylight, hastened, with 
the most friendly zeal, to press carriages and 
dispatch them, laden with provisions, to Plilius. 
Meanwhile the indefatigable Phliasians applied 
themselves diligently to complete the fortification 
ofThyamia; and thus made that, intendal for 
their annoyance and destruction, a post for pro- 
tecting their territory, and securing the commu- 
nication with Corinth. Convoys passed then daily, 
and Phlius was abundantly supplied. 

The testimony of Xenophon, which he has had 
evident pleasure in giving, to the merits of tlu! 
Phliasians, will deserve our credit, tho he a as 
their political partizan ; yet the sincerity of hisloiy 
Avill require our recollection, that a very strong 

interest, supported by vefy. strong prejudices, and 
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xvihh' remembrance of past sufferings, bound the 

^ -V-- * Pl^^^ns to the line of conduct by which they 
much honor, instigated their activity, 


anil a manner compelled them to firmness. 
All^l^even and twenty years bad passed since 
the party, now ruling Phlius, then suffering in 
CI 1 . 2 S. S. 4 . exile, vainly petitioned Lacedasmon for assistance 

ol' this Hist. ^ 1 . . -vT .11 

toward their restoration. Not till near ten years 
after, finding a more favorable opportunity, they 
had succeeded so far as to obtein, through the 
influence of Lacedasmon, reiid mission to residence 
in the city, and a promise of restoration of their 
»• 1- property. But that promise was not fulfilled : 

4. * justice was denied them by*their fellowcitizens ; 
their residence was highly uneasy and precarious ; 
some were compelled to a second flight ; and it 
cost Lacedaemon a troublesome war to give them 
complete reestablishment. ' When this was effected, 
the most active of the democratical party, or those 
who, with the watchful Delphion, escaped death, 
took their turn in flight. Under such circum- 
stances, with the Theban confederacy triumphant, 
there could be no hope of peace for those who 
held the city, without the condition, that the de- 
mocratical exiles should be restored ; M'hence 
Avould follow the predominance of the democra- 
tical party, under the patronage of a democratical 
confederacy ; and what would then be the situa- 
tion of its political opponents is obvious to con- 
jecture. But Xenophon, in the course of his long 
observation of the troubles of Greece, would have 
had frequent occasion to see that all men, single or 
in body, are not capable .of that firm perseverance, 
6 and 
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and active exertion, which their own intwest, 
in difficult and dangerous circumstances, may re- 
quire ; and that those who faint, in pursuit of tiieir 
own good, may appear unfaithful to their friends, 
without intending infidelity. Thus, while they 
incur our blame, they may also claim our pity. 
But lienee be would justly conclude, that men 
A' lio, amid the greatest difficulties, and most 
threatening dangers, are true at the same time to 
themselves an'* to tlicir friends ; failing in nothinji 
that their own interest, their ingagements to others, 
or a sense of justice, generosity, and honor de- 
mands ; who, in short, in honesty actively pursue 
the best policy, deserve admiration and applause ; 
and thus the Phliasians seem to have earned his 
eulogy, wdiich has perpetuated the renown of their 
little commonwealth. 


SE.CT. 

I. 


SV-'ilON It. 

/i/dzra " . : lluithrut ri/nuit of Sia/on : Liberal Despo’ 

tium oj /t.ncaSf CuifUu )f Arcadia: Prindplts of Grvnan 
Lan' if Nations and of Theban Civil JiinsprudviK€y illus- 
trated : Public Honors to the memory of Euphro?i. 

During these transactions of the Phliasians, sKcr. 

which, by ingaging the attention of the Theban < 

confederacy, contributed to the quiet of Achaia, 
the affairs of Sicyon, more urging the attention of 
the Theban government, had still more ]iower- 
fully the same effect. Sicyon, a Dorian state, 
frequently at war with the more powerful Dorian 
state of Corinth, on its eastern border, contracted 

connections 
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CtfAP. 

XXVIII. 


Xenoph. 
Hel. 1. 7. 
f. 1. &. 32. 


connections with the Achaian towns, its western 
nei^bors, such as to produce a transfusion of the 
institutions into the Sicyonian govern - 
iHi|ntl|' At the time of the battle of Leuctra, the 
Sicyonian constitution, after tl^ Achaian model, 
was a balanced aristocracy. While the Laceda*- 
monians yet held their full influence in Pelopon- 
nesus, Euphron, an able but unprincipled man, 
acting as their agent for the management of their 
interest in Sicyon, was first in power there : but, 
in their inability afterward so to extend their views 
and exertions, Sicyon, yielding to the pressure of 
circumstances, became connected w'ith the Theban 
confederacy, and Euphron lost his preeminence. 
Anxious, beyond all tilings, to regain it, and care- 
less about the honesty of his means, he represented 
to the leading men of Argos and Arcadia, that, if 
the families of property were allowed to hold their 
rank and influence, Sicyon would, on the first 
opportunity, become again the ally of Laceda*- 
mon ; but, were democracy established, it would 
be secured in its present connection ; and, with 
due ' support from them, he would ingage that a 
simple vote of the people shoukl eff ect the change. 
The proposal, profligate as it was, from Euphron, 
involving the ruin of those w’ith whom he had 
been most connected, nevertheless suiting the 
views of the Argian and Arcadian leaders, they 
sent the support desired. Euphron then con- 
vened the Sicyonian people ; and, in presence of 
the Argian and Arcadian auxiliaries, he proposed, 
and it was at once voted, ‘ that the goven|aent 
* should be changed to a democracy, with f^fect 

‘ equality 
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‘ equality for all citizens.’ Election, under awe sect. 
of the same forein force, placed Euphron, w’ith . 
four others, at the head of the native military, 
and raised AdCas, son of Euphron, to the com- 
mand of a body of mercenaries in the republic's 
service. 

These leading points being carried, Euphron 
proceeded presently to show how much more 
glaring is the temptation, and how much readier 
the means, to become a complete tyrant in a de- 
mocracy, or under democratical patronage, than Xen()|)ii. 
ill ciny other political circumstances. IJis nicr- c. i.s. si- 
cenary army was to be his principal instrument. 

He directed his attention, therefore, first to secure 
its attachment, then to increase its numbers. I'or 
both purposes, the indispensable efficient was 
money. To acquire money therefore he scrupled 
nothing. With command of money, he trusted, 
that he could tind support in any measure. Tlic 
public treasury and ordinary revenue of the state 
being very unequal to his need, he made no diffi- 
culty of risking, what generally excited violent 
popular indignation, to take the sacred treasures 
from the temples, ’"and convert to his use the 
revenues appropriated to sacred purposes. These 
being still insufficient, he had recourse to oppres- 
sion of individuals. iHe incouraged accusations 
of Laconism, as attachment to the Lacedaemonian 
party was termed, that party of which himself had 
beetf cluef. , Thus the property of many of the 
wealthiest families, through confiscation, came 
into ^ disposal. When, after a short but rapid 
course of violences, by the attachment of depen- 
dents 
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CHAP, dents and the removal of adversaries, he thought 
. friiQsfilf strong enough, he proceeded to direct his 

against those who might become rivals. 
PrO^ttring the death of some of his collegues, and 
the &3e of others, he got all power into his 
own hands, and became truly tyrant of Sicyon. 
During these measures within his own little state, 
he directed his attention ably, upon similar prin- 
ciples, to the republics with which it had political 
connection ; and he obviated interference of the 
confederacy, partly by money, and partly by the 
ready and effective service of his troops, whenever 
and wherever required^. 

Where a people had not, for a long time, 
experienced, from a forein enemy, any severe 
pressure, or very alarming danger, democratical 
jealousy would sometimes pervade the military 
system, and make all democratical; as among 
the Syracusans at the time of the Athenian in- 
vasion of Sicily : but wherever frequent wars have 
occurred, democratical jealousy itself has soon felt 
the necessity of remitting its severity, so far as to 
allow, for military matters, some degree of mo- 
narchal authority. The Arcadians, therefore, 
whose experience of war, while a divided people, 
was large, and whose union was effected during a 
war involving newly all Gf^e, in forming their 
united government, committed the military esta- 
blishment 

^ It were endless to point out all tbe several circumstances 
of resemblance in the French, and in the worst times of some 
of the Greek reputes; but almost the whole^f this history 
of Euphrop might seem, instead of having b^n written two 
thousand d^ee hundred years ago, an account of traii^tions 
(at the lime of first editing this volume) within the last three 
years. 
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blishment of their dcmocratical townships, under sect 
the control of their Numberless assembly, to. , 
the authority of one commahder-in-chief for 
the nation. ./Eneas of Stymphalus, being laised Xeiio[)h. 
to that great office, saw, with a just indignation, ^ 3 ,' 1.1; 
the tyranny of Euphron ; and, nothing forbidding 
an arbitrary use of the ill-defined power witli 
which he was vested, he resolved to exert it for a 
generous purpose. Leading the Arcadian army 
to Sicyon, where none resisted an ally in his high 
situation, he marched directly into the citadel. 
Imitating then the liberal policy of Epameinondas, 
he called together the principal men in the town,, 
and sent for all who, without a regular sentence, 
hatl been forced or frightened into banishment. 
Apparently the inconveniencics, resulting from 
the reversal of the measures of Epameinondas 
in Achaia, had brought the narrow policy his 
opponents into disrepute, and inabled the Arcadian 
general, with the concurrence probably of .Epa- 
meinondas, to follow a more generous system. 
Euphron, therefore, shrinking before him, had 
however resources in his abilities, and in his 
daring profligacy. Withdiawing from the city, he 
communicated with the Corinthian government, 
and managed to introduce a Lacedsemonian gar'^ 
rison into the port ctf Sicyon; ’' Ob the merit of » 
this service he then founded an endevor to apolo- 
gize to the Lacedsemonian government for his 
past conduct, and to regain its confidence. Hut 
the Lacedemonians, tho ready to profit from his 
services, #ere slow to give him the credit he 
desired ; and, in the meantime, new opportunity 

arose 
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CHAP, arose to invite the attention of his active and ver- 
xxyiir. gutiig mind, bound by no scruples. 

Arcadian general, apparently little a poli- 
ticianj satisfied with having expelled the tyrant, 
left the Sicyonians to settle their own affairs ; not 
however in perfect independency ; for, to secure 
fidelity to the confederacy, the command of 
c. 3 . s. 4. their citadel (so the Theban authority prevailed in 
Peloponnesus) was committed to a Theban har- 
most. But a cordial and lasting coalition, between 
the aristocratical and democratical parties, was 
seldom effected in a Grecian republic, and did 
not take place in Sicyon. Their differences pre- 
vented measures for the recovery of the poft. 
Meanwhile Euphron, versed in the ways of in- 
gaging mercenary troops, procured some from 
Athens, and then offered his assistance to the 
den^cratical faction in Sicyon. That faction, to 
whom the liberality of .d£neas and the leading 
men of the confederacy, had denied that partial 
support, to which they thought their democratical 
merit, intitled them, did not scruple to submit 
themselves again to so unprincipled a leader. 
Euphron was received into the city, and the force 
he brought with him sufficed to give his democra- 
tical friends, for the moment, a clear superiority 
over their opponents. But jhus, making the La- 
cedaemonians again his decided enemies, he risked 
to incur the vengeance also of the Theban con- 
federacy. Intrigue and corruption were his re- 
sources. Equally daring and ingenious in his 
profligacy, with the greatest force of*money he 
could collect, he went himself to Thebes. 

Those 
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Tliose Sicyonians, who had been recalled from sect. 
banishment by the generous despotism of the . 
Arcadian general, informed of Euphron’s journey, x^-ncpii. 
and of the preparation he had made for it, were c. 
in high alarm. To obviate the consequences, 
some of them went directly to Thebes. But their 
alarm was greatly increased when they saw how 
ivell Euphron was received, and to what intimate 
communication admitted, by some of the Thebans 
in power. In the vehemence of their fear then, 
of being again subjected to his tyranny, they ivere 
ready to dare anything. In the citadel, while the 
council was sitting there, and, apparently, without 
a prospect of making their escape, they assassi- 
nated him. They were immediately ajiprehended, 
and carried before the council, which was the 
principal criminal tribunal of Thebes. 

It cannot but be matter of just curiosity to 
know what were the principles and practice of 
criminal law in Thebes, in the ago of Epameinon- 
das, when Thebes, after Athens and Laceda;mon, 
was aspiring at the supremacy of Greece; and 
the picture preserved to us, by the masterly hand 
of the cotemporary historian, is highly curious. 

A principal magistrate delivered the charge against 
the assassins, thus ; 

‘ Citizens, we institute a capital accusation 
‘ against these men, for the murder of Euphron. 

‘ Unjust and impious deeds, which good men 
‘ avoid and abhor, even the wicked perpetrate, 

‘ commonly, in some anxiety for concealment; 

‘ but the audaciousness and profligacy of these 

‘ men 
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CHAP. ‘ men has been such, that, almost in presence of 
i — , — i ns the chief magistrates, and of you, to whom 
‘ it belongs to absolve or condemn, they have 

* assumed to themselves to put a man to death. 

* If they then escape capital punishment, what 
‘ stranger will hereafter with any confidence enter 
‘ your city ? Where is the jurisdiction of your 

state, if any stranger is allowed, at his pleasure, 

‘ to kill another, before it is declared what has 
‘ been the object of either, in coming hither? 

* We therefore prosecute these men as offenders, 
‘ in the highest degree, against divine and human 
‘ laws, and singularly guilty of contempt of the 
‘ jurisdiction of the state. It depends upon you, 
‘ after hearing them, to pronounce their doom.’ 

The Sicyonians denied the charge ; except one, 
who, in taking the whole blame, boldly claimed 
merit for the deed : ‘ To contemn your jurisdic- 
‘ tion, Thebans,’ he said, ‘ for one who knows 
‘ he is at your mercy, is impossible. In what 
‘ confidence, then, I killed this man, I will declare 
‘ to you : It was, first, that I thought it just ; 
‘ and then, that I trusted you would judge of it 
‘ justly. For I knew that yourselves, when you 
‘ arrested Archias and Hypates, for crimes similar 
‘ to those of Euphron, did not wait for the for- 
‘ mality of a trial, but used the means in your 
‘ power for inflicting instant punishment ; holding, 

* that men eminently wicked, notoriously traitors, 

* and* usurpers of soverein authority, are con- 

* demned to death by the common sentence of 
‘ mankind.’ 


He 
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He proceeded then to state the crimes of se‘ct. 
Euphron against gods and men : stripping the , . 

temples of Sicyon, rich in dedicated gold and 
silver* : betraying the Lacedaemonians, betraying 
the confederacy, tyrannizing over hisfellowcitizens, 
raising slaves to honorable situations, and, as his 
interest instigated, putting to death, banishing, or 
ruining by confiscation, the worthiest of the people : 

‘ After this,’ continued the accused, ‘ introducing 
‘ the Athenians, the most determined of your 
‘ enemies ; witli their cooperation opposing your 
‘ harmost in arms, and unable so to carry his pur- 
‘ pose, finally coming here prepared with money. 

‘ — Had he come in arms and 1 had killed him, 

‘ you would have thanked me. Corning then 
‘ with money, to procure by corruption your 
‘ favor’, that he might again be master of our 
‘ city, how, for striking the blow of ju.stice against 
‘ him, can you justly condemn me The violence 
‘ of an open enemy, injurious indeed, is not 
‘ necessarily unjust j but bribery is intrinsically 
‘ unjust, injurious, and disgracing. 

‘ If nevertheless, being my enemy, Euphron 
‘ had been your fi'iend, I would not pretend to 
‘ justify killing him in your city : but so grossly 
‘ a traitor as he was to you, how could he be 
‘ more my enemy than yours ? He came hither, it 
‘ may be said, freely. But if, before he entered 
* your territory, putting him to death would have 

‘ been 

* “ArmBi/iMTot, 

• This may seem a strong expression, tor one in the pri- 

soner's situation to use, but it certainly does not go beyond the 
original, *0? towtok w/aS? 

X. T. 

VOL. vr, 
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CHAP. ‘ been meritorious, how, when he came with the 

* purpose of adding to his former crimes, can it 
‘ be maintained that he has not suffered justly? 
‘ Where, among the Greeks, are not traitors, 

* deserters, and tyrants, held as outlaws; rejected 
‘ from divine protection, and out of all compact 
‘ with men’®? 

‘ You have yourselves decided, by a decree, 
‘ that fugitives may be apprehended, throughout 
‘ the confederacy, and carried to their proper city. 
‘ Can it then be contended, that the exile who 
‘ returns, unauthorized by a common decree of 
‘ the confederate states, may not justly be put to 
‘ death ? I affirm that, if you condemn me, you 

will avenge the most injurious of all your ene- 
‘ mies ; and, on the contrary, if you determine that 
‘ 1 have done well, you will clearly participate 
‘ in justice, done to yourselves, and to all your 
‘ allies;’ 

We have already had too many occasions to 
observe the familiarity of the Greeks with assas- 
sination : a crime which the better policy, scarcely 
less than the better religion and morality, of 
modern times, had taught utterly to abhor, till a 
singularly profligate faction in France, with the 
impudently arrogated title of philosophers, lately 
attempted to give new vogue to the atrocious 
baseness. If palliation can be for such a crime 
. (for 

’* no£i "EfAtiei wniai; n rgoHnuf, i ariaXiv 

avTo/iieXuV, 4 ; For fuller explanation of the phrase 

tlie reader, desirous of it, may see the fourth 
section of the fifteenth chapter of this History, toward the 
conclusion; and for confirmation of that explanation, the 
fifth section of the twenty-third chapter, toward the middle. 
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(for excuse cannot) it must arise from political 
circumstances as unfortunate as those of Cireece*; 
among whose diminutive states, eternally struggling 
for an ill-understood civil freedom, and an impos- 
sible political independency, political difficulties 
were always existing, political necessities often 
arising, which a state of extensive dominion, with 
large population, cannot know. To those difficul- 
ties and necessities, apparently, should be attri- 
buted, iiita great degree, the striking imperfections 
of the Grecian administration of justice. Political 
dangers were forever too closely jiressing* around, 
to allow a strict adherence to fixed law and 
regular proceeding. The little republic was con- 
tinually in circumstances, in which the senate of 
more powerful Rome would commit absolute 
authority to the consuls, by charging them to guard 
against detriment to the commonwealth. It is 
obvious how political interests would be likely to 
interfere with the judgement on the death of 
Euphron. Epameinondas himself, to support his 
system of liberal policy toward the states ingaged, 
or likely to ingage, in the Theban confederacy, 
might find it necessary to concur, if not in declar- 
ing approbation of the murder of Euphron, yet in 
screening the assassin. Nevertheless we cannot 
M'ithout some wonder observe the extreme defi- 
ciency of principle, and confusion of principle; 
both what could with advantage be applied to the 
regulation of the conduct of indqiendent states 
toward each other, and what might direct the dis- 
pensation of justice, within any state, to its own 
people which are striking in these .speefhes 
u 2 reported 



292 HISTORY OF GREECE. 

CHAP, reported by Xenophon ; speeches intended by him, 
xxviii. If representation of what was 

actually said by the persons to whom they are 
attributed, yet certainly for what was proper, or 
at least probable, to have been said. Avoiding 
however, as usual, to give any opinion of his own 
Xriiopii. upon the subject, he proceeds to state the result, 
*3 8 ‘ Theban council declared Euphron to 

^ have suffered Justly.’ 

That there should remain, in Sicyon,# men dis- 
posed to do the memory of Euphron honor, those 
who have been accustomed to observe the ways 
in which political party-interest is put forw'ard, 
will not be surprized. It was the business of those, 
with whom he had been principally connected, to 
obviate the probable acquisition of ascendancy by 
the party which opposed him ; and it was with 
this view that they held out Euphron to the people 
as the martyr of the popular cause. They sent to 
Thebes, requesting his body, which was not denied 
them; they buried it with public pomp, in the 
agora; which was among the highest marks of 
respect for deceased worth ; the general custom 
of the Greeks, as of the Romans, forbidding 
burial within the walls of a town ; and they pro- 
cured a decree for lasting honors to his memory. 
What has passed in France, in our own time, 
will assist to make such transactions more readily 
and extensively intelligible, and to give means for 
a just estimate of the value of such public honors. 
The cotemporary historian, commonly confining 
himself strictly to statement of fact, makes this 
redectioQ here ; ‘ Thus,’ he says, ‘ apparently 

‘ most 
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‘ most men appreciate political merit, hy their sect. 

‘ private advantages or sufferings, resulting from ^ » 

‘ political measures.’ 


SECTION 111 . 

Affairs of Athens: Athenian Elites: Progress of change in 
Grecian Politics etdverse to Theban Supremacy: Alliance of 
Arcadia with Athens: Insecurity of person in Greece: 
Alienation of Corinth from Atheivs: Ken pressure, upon 
■Lacedcanon : Magnanimity of Lacedcemon: Uprightness of 
Corinth : Partial Peace : Injustice <f Argos. 

The affairs of Athens, from the restoration of the sect. 

democracy, now seven and thirty years ", appear , i**- 

to have been administered with general prudence. • 

The rarity of the mention of them, in the cotera- 
porary Atlienian historian's* general account of 
G recian affairs, implies that, compared at least with 
other Grecian states, regularity and quiet prevailed 
there. The steddy support which the Athenian 
government gave to the falling power of Laceda)- 
mpn, and the steddy yet moderate opposition to 
the new ambition of Thebes, are positive indica- 
tions that the popular will was wisely guided, 
against antient prcijudice, to the true interest of 
the commonwealth ; and the preservation of peace 
to the Attic territory, while an enemy on its 
border threatened the most distant parts of Greece, 
and the acquisition of new glory to the Athenian 
arms by supporting the allies of the common- 
wealth in Peloponnesus against such an enemy, 

evince 

" From B. C. 403 to 366. 

3 
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.CHAP, evince ability and energy in adfidnistration. 
xxyiii. n^eiveltheless, under the Athenian constitution, 
with the Athenian system of jtnisphidence, the 
Athenian law of treason, and sycophancy florish- 
ing, civil quiet could be but imperfect and preca- 
Xenoph. rious. Many Athenians accordingly were at this 
ell' !. 1! time suffering in exile ; and so familiar, among the 
Grecian republics, was the flight or banishment 
of numerous bodies of citizens, that, when unat- 
tended with extreme violence, they seem to have 
been thought scarcely matter for historical notice. 
Xenophon has mentioned the exiles but inciden- 
tally, leaving us wholly uninformed of the fime, 
the cause, and every circumstance of this new 
schism of the Athenian people. For the modern 
reader some information on the subject seems 
w'anting, toward a clear understanding of this part 
of Grecian history ; and a collation of the antient 
writers, from whom we have memorials of the 
times, will furnish w'hat may be useful. 

In the embassy from the principal Grecian 
states to the Persian court, we have seen the 
Athenian minister, Timocrates, lending himself 
to Pelopidas, to put forward the Theban interest. 
Timocrates, as the stories reported of him by 
Pint. vit. Plutarch indicate, was a vain weak man, dazzled 

Pelop. 

by the splendor of the Persian court, delighted 
with Asiatic pomp and luxury, and fond of dis* 
playing presents, such as it remains yet the 
custom of Asiatic courts to make, tho at tlie risk 
of exciting among his fellowcountiymen, accord- 
ing to their different tempers and degrees of in- 
formation, suspicion, envy, or contempt. Formed, 

4 hoM'ever, 
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however, a^.be seems to, have been, to become sect. 
the tool of the able Theban, yet it is not likdy - 
that, with 4, Gollegue protesting against his con- 
duct, he could have been led so to cooperate witli 
the man whom he was particularly commissioned 
to oppose, if some old party-views had not pre- 
pared him, and if tlie expectation of support from 
a party did not incourage him. He might, how- 
ever, very possibly, both wander from the 
views, and miscalculate the strength, of his party ; 
whence, on his.return, Leon accusing him of neg- 
lecting and betraying the interests of the common- J;. 
wealth, he was brought to trial, condemned and 
executed. 

There remained yet in Athens, as various pas- Ch. vi & 2 - 
sages of Lysias and Isocrates testily, a relic ol i, ,io ’ 
the old aristocratical party of the Four-hundred. 

In the actual confusion then of interests, among 
the Grecian republics, while the Athenian demo- 
cracy was allied with the aristocratical confe- 
deracy of Lacedajmon, against the democratical 
ctmfederacy of Thebes, if the aristocratical oppo- 
sition in Athens had communication with the 
Theban leaders, the complication was not stranger 
than we have seen, in the course of the Pelo- 
ponnesian war, during the peace between Athens 
and Laceda?mon. But that the inherent tyranny 
of the Athenian democracy pressed severely 
upon men of property in general, is shown by the 
most unequivocal testimony of the same great 
oratws, the ablest advocates of the democratical 
c%43e. 'A few lea din g men, as Isocrates com- 
plains, grew rich from the public spoil ; while, in 

• u 4 
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thii for any to 

1%; the^ city waa filled 
comp^Dt. The indigent a^l^tade, UV^g by the 
asSmolies and the courts df justice, delighted in 
accusations, prosecutions, and the whole business 
of sycophancy ; incouraged by the men in power, 
who held their power from that multitude ; while 
men of property were so oppressed with arbitrary 
orders, sometimes for military service, sometimes 
for civil office, frequently for contributions to the 
treasury, and, on any complaint of severity, 
vexed with demands for exchange of property, 
that their condition was altogether more uneasy 
than that of men who never possessed anything. 

This sketch of the state of Athens, given to the 
public in an oration addressed to the Athenian 
people, between twenty and thirty years after the 
time o& which we are treating, but by one fifty 
years of age, as it speaks of no new state of 
things, but rather of inveterate evils, may account 
for the circumstance, that many Athenian citizens 
were in exile. Those unfortunate men then com- 
bining, made themselves masters of the town and 
iieiT'7 OropuSj.in Attica, on the border of 

C. 4 . s. 1. Bmotia. 1 hose who directed the administration 
01.^03^* commonwealth were greatly alarmed. 

^ Fearful probably of disaffection, they did not 
think it sufficient to assemble the whole force 
within Attica, to make war upon the refugees, but 
they sent for Chares, with the troops he com- 
manded in Peloponnesus. This afforded an 
opportunity for the Sicyonians, which th^ did 
not neglect. The force under Chares, and the 

abilities 
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^vitj of ^commander, had been 
the pi^ac^ sufipc^ of the Lacedaemonian cause 
in 1^ no^th of Pelofmonesus. As soon as these 
were withdrawn, the Arcadians, no longer fearing 
for their own country, readily gave assistance 
requested by the Sicyonians, who thus presently 
recovered their port. Meanwhile the Athenians, 
unable to obtain any assistance from their allies, 
little confident in th<jir own means for attacking a 
fortified place, within ready reach of support from 
Thebes, and [)erhaps yet more fearful of a party 
within, than of an enemy without, came to terms, 
which are remarkable; it was agreed, thatOropus 
should be held by the 'fhebans, in trust, till the 
matters in dispute, whether between the Athenians 
of the city and the exiles, or between the Athenian 
and Theban governments, should be decided by a 
fair arbitration 

While the supremacy of Greece was yielded 
by general consent, to Laceda‘mon, or disputed 
only by Athens, it was scarcely possible for a 
citizen of any other state to ac({uire any consider- 
able eminence in the nation. But the depression, 
successively of Athens and Lacediemon, made an 
opening, which Thebes had not so completely 
filled as to preclude competition. On the con- 
trary, 

** Tok y Ahmiotf, reHw ovfAfia^t/p iCoiMtp, »AX* 

fito-av, SfiSatctf tof S2gvwot, 'I Jii-S 

passage seems to me to want something. All the translators 
have agreed to turn it nearly alike, none very intelligibly, and 
none noticing any difficulty. I have not much doubt of the 
explanation I have ventured to give ; but I want the infor- 
mation, a want I have before bad occasion to mention, what 
the Him could be, which might be reasonably trusted for an 
equitable decision of a rhatter in dispute between, either two 
independent staies; or two factions of the same stale. 
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CHAP, tmry, the sudden and totajly nnOEpacted elevation 
oCanew eandidate for empire awong-the republics, 
appears to have excited emnlation, Lycomedes 
pf Mantineia, a man of large and liberal views, 
attentive to the circumstances of the sUfrounding 
states, obtained assurance that dissatisfaction was 
growing among the Athenians, in consequence 
of their not finding diat ready return of assistance, 
to which they thought their exertions for their 
allies intitled them. Tho Athens was still the 
confederate, and Arcadia the enemy, of Lacedae- 
mon, he conceived it possible that a connection 
might be formed between Arcadia and Athens, 
advantageous to both, and perhaps extensively 
advantageous to Greece. He obtained a decree 
from the assembly of the Tenthousand, or the 
Numberless, authorizing negotiation for the pur- 
pose, and he resolved to be himself the negotiator. 
The proposal was received at Athens, not without 
surprize; and wannly exclaimed against. by many, 
as conta-aiy to the existing ingagements widi Lace- 
dsemon : but when it was represented how greatly 
the connection of Arcadia with Athens w'ould 
tend to obviate the interference of Thebes in 
Peloponnesus, insomuch that it appeared to pro- 
mise no less advantage to the Lacedasmonians 
than to the Athenians themselves, the objections 
mostly ceased, and a treaty of alliance was ccm- 
x«noj.R eluded. It was stipulated that^ if Arcadia should 
C.4. S.6. beattaclced, Athens should send a body of cavalry 
to its assistance, but that this auxiliary force should 
not be bound to march with the ii^dians into 
Laconial 


Lycomedes, 
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Lycomedesy io retarnmg from Athens, onfoitu- S'E c r. 
natdy laadod at a jiort of Pelopoimesus, which 
happened to be, at that time, foil of Arcadian le- ^ 
fagees. His death is mentioned, by the cotem- 
porary historian, as what, in such circumstances, 
followed of course. Tho we cease to wonder at 
this, after observing the circumstances of the 
death of Euphron, yet it is a remarkable instance, 
to add to so many before occurring, of the exces- 
sive deficiency of provision for personal security 
in Greece. The treaty with Athens survived; 
but the views of the able negotiator, how far of 
a noble patriotism, how far of selfish ambition, 
his premature death has left uncertain, mostly 
seem to have perished with him. To judge how- 
ever from the scanty mention of him, by the his- 
torian, his political adversary, Lycomedes, with 
the best ability and the best inclination, unless 
exception should be made for Epameinondas, 
seems to have been by far in the most favorable 
circumstances for extending peace and good policy 
in Greece, of any man of his time. 

After the death of Lycomedes, Grecian politics 
continued, for some time, to bold the bent vfhich 
he had principally given them ; but the intuitive 
eye, watching all points in all the republics, and 
the ably guiding hand, were wanting. Soon after 
the accommodation, so unexpectedly effected be- 
tween Athens and Arcadia, an indiscreet speech 
in the Athenian assembly alienated Corinth. The 
situation of Corinth, most advantageous in peace, 
was most unfortunate whenever war was general 
in Greece. Its territory, the thorofare between 
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CHA^. the northern «nri southern provinces, could not 
XEtni. _ jQ suffer frequently, and to be in danger aU 

ways. As the Grecian confederacies now stood, 
Corinth, cut off from Lacedaemon by the interven- 
tion of Arcadia, Eleia, and Argolis, could receive 
ready and effectual support only from Athens; 
and thence had been accustomed so to rely upon 
Athenian auxiliaries, as to have incurred, unawares, 
the danger of becoming dependent upon Athens. 
One of those imprudent orators, by whom, in the 
Grecian democracies, the policy of wiser states- 
men would be constantly liable to be frustrated,, 
speaking to the Athenian people, extolled the wis- 
dom of the Arcadian alliance ; and then proceeded 
to advise the soverein assembly, that its generals 
should be instructed to hold Corinth also safe for 
the Athenian people This expression, reported 
at Corinth, alarmed the Corinthians. Immedi- 
ately exerting themselves to furnish sufficient gar- 
risons of their own . people, they relieved the 
Atheniem troops in all the stations within their 
territory. Careful then to obviate just complaint, 
they assembled them in the city, and proclaimed 
by the public heralds, that if any Athenian was 
aggrieved, he should give his name to the proper 
magistrate, and justice should be done him. In 
Xenoph. this conjuncture Chares arrived at Cenchrese with 
c A I.L Athenian fleet ; and Xenophon’s cautious ac- 
count may give to suspect, that the Corinthians 
were not without reason jealous of the purpose. 
They thanked Chares for his readiness to assist 
them, but refused to admit his fleet into their port. 

Settling 

” Kxl v via i tuv ’AOijfflt/tfi'. 
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Settling then, with punctudity, all accounts 9 KC t. 
with die Athenian troops, they dismissed them, y 
Unis the commanding influence, which Athens 
had for some time held in Corinth, ceased. 

In thus guarding however against treachery 
from an ally, the Corinthians were aware that they & 4 6 
were exposing themselves to the common enemy, 
to whom, on account of the pass it commanded, 
their country was so great an object. Their first 
resource was to strengthen their military with a 
force of mercenaries, horse and foot; and this 
sufficed, in the moment, not only to secure their 
own, but to inable them to extend annoyance into 
the hostile territories adjoining. Still they were 
aware that, if the force of the Theban confederacy 
should be collected against them, without support 
from Athens, upon which they could no longer 
rely, they must be overpowered. They managed 
therefore, by private communication, to sound the 
Theban government, and they had the satisfaction 
to receive, in direct terms, incouragelnent to send 
ministers to Thebes. They requested to be al- 
lowed first to communicate with their allies; 
that those who were desirous of peace might be 
parties ; and to this also the Thebans consented. 

Then they sent ministers to Lacedajmon. ‘They *-8. 

‘ were bound,’ they said, ‘ by interest, by incli- 
‘ nation, by old and hereditary friendship, as well 
‘ as by oaths, to the Lacedasmonian alliance ; to 
‘ which they should anxiously desire to adhere, 

‘ if the Lacedaemonians themselves could show 

how they might finally resist the confederacy, 

‘ which 
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C ART. * which had bete SO long and SO severdy prising 
‘ Di^bn them. But if ruin threalened, not €omith 
' only, but Lacedaemon, then their iirst wish must 

* be, that Lacedaemon would jdn them in making 
‘ p^e, upon the best terms that could be ob- 

* tained ; their second, that they m^ht be released 
‘ from dieir obligations, so far as to be allowed, 

‘ without office tp gods or men, to make peace 
‘ for themselves ; and this they desired, not for 
' didr own sakes onlv, but with the consideration 
‘ thjrt their destruction would bring no benefit to 
‘ their allies, whereas, if preserved, they might 
‘ still, on some future occasion, be useful to La- 
‘ cedaemon.’ The determination of the* Lacedae- 
monians, if not prudent, wus generous. They not 
ojdy aUow.ed, but advised the Corinthians to make 

nTr''? declared, ‘ that those of their 

c. 4. ». 9 , ‘ other .allies, who were unwilling to continue the 

‘ war, should be released from their ingagements 
‘ to them : but, for themselves, leaving the event 

* to God, they would persevere in arms, and never 
‘ submit to be deprived of Messenia, their inheri- 
‘ tance received from their fathers.’ 

10. The Corinthian ministers returning, with this 
answer, negotiations was immediately opened with 
Thebes. Alliance defensive and offensive was 
proposed by the Thebans ; but this the Corinthians 
refused : it would be, they said, but a change of 
war; their object was a just and permanent peace. 
Admiring (heir resolution, says Xenophon, under 
the dangers which press^ them, to r^use taking 
a part against their fnends and benefactors, the 

Thebans 
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Tliebans granted their desire. Peace was made sstr. 
with them, in the name of the confederacy, upon 
condition that both parties should hold their 
antient territories, as before the war. These terms 
were extended to the Phliasians and Epidaurians ; 
and all parties swore to the treaty, with the usual 
solemnities. The Phliasians then immediately 
evacuated Thyamia in Sicyonia, expecting that 
Tricranum'^, in their own territory, then held by 
Phliasian exiles, under the protection of Argos, 
should be restored to them. But the Argians, 
having ineffectually solicited the consent of the 
Phliasian government for the exiles to retain the 
place, claimed it as a part of Argolis, and placed 
a garrison of their own troops in it. The PWia- 
sians in vain called for that legal discussion, and 
judicial decision, of which we often hear between 
state and state in Greece, without any satisfactory 
information what it was ; but tlie Argians per- 
severed in using the power they posses.sed, to 
maintain the decision they had themselves already 
made. 

” The name is also found written Tricranium and Tri- 
caranum. 
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SECTION IV. 

Considerations on which the conduct of Lacedeemon was founded: 
Disposition of Athens: narrow views of the Grecian Poli- 
ticians : Advantage of the measures of Agesilaus : Progress 
of dissension among the Peloponnesian confederates of Thebes : 
War of Arcadia and Elis. Danger of Thebes from Sedition ; 
Cruelty of the Thebans. War of Thebes in Thessaly ; Death 
of Pelopidas. 

XXVIII allowing their Peloponnesian allies 

' — , — j to seek security by a separate treaty, and at the 
same time persevering themselves in refusal to 
surrender Messenia, which was the condition of 
peace required by the Theban confederacy, the 
Lacedaemonians were guided by a policy, cer- 
tainly magnanimous, but perhaps not less wise 
and truly prudent. In the inability of Lacedaemon 
to protect, the obligations of sacrifices and oaths 
would probably not have stood long against the 
pressure of the Theban arms; and, in. the mean 
time, a* forced service, tho it may promote a 
prosperous, would not be likely to give any very 
efficacious support to a falling cause. But, for 
themselves, had the Lacedaemonians yielded to 
the requisition of Thebes, had they purchased 
peace by the surrender of half their territory, the 
relief would have been utterly precarious. The 
argument, tho we are shocked with it, which 
Isocrates has attributed to Archidamus, we must 
p.76. ;. 8. allow to be forcible ; that the establishment of the 
Messenians and Helots in freedom, in the neigh- 
borhood of Lacedsemon, would be the more 
dangerous and the more intolerable, as their 

former 
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former treatment had exceeded in severity that of skc t. 
other slaves. But threatened and distressed 'as . . 

Lacedaemon was, her situation was loss des[ieriitc 
than it had been. Peloponnesus had now some 
experience of the Theban connection. Infinite isorr. 
civil disturbances had arisen ; civil oixler, tliat 
might insure domestic quiet, had followed no- 
where; and there was evidently nowhere any 
general satisfaction in any change which it had 
produced. In Arcadia an avowed jealousy of 
Thebes prevailed, and symptoms of schism in the 
confederacy appeared in more than one part. Of 
all the advantages, likely to result from these cir- 
cumstances, Lacedaimon would deprive herself, 
without any fair hope that submission would pro- 
cure lasting quiet. 

Lacedaemon, moreover, was not yet without xciiopii. 
powerful allies. The younger Dionysius, who had 
succeeded to his deceased father’s situation in 
Syracuse, was disposed to maintain his father's 
ingaaements. In Athens, according to the co- I^ocr. 

® 1 . *1 1 AicliifJ. 

temporary Athenian orator, without any general p. ji. 
disp(»ition truly friendly to Lacedaimon, there 
was, what might answer the purpose for the 
Lacedemonians, a disposition, in just attention to 
the interest of Athens, to oppose the advance- 
ment of Thebes. The zealous advocate for uni- 
versal peace among the Greeks, Isocrates, was lM)cr. He 
one of the many Athenians who saw, with an.xiety, i 
the avowed ambition of Thebes, supported by 
growing powerj and conducted by consummate 
talents. His extant oration, in the form of a 
speech of the prince Archidamus, son of Agesilau.s, 

VOL. VI. X lo 
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CHAP, to the Lacedaemonian assembly, has been really 

^ ■> a political pamflet, admirably adapted to its pur-^ 

pose ; which was, at the same time, to incourage 
the Lacedeemonians in resistance to Thebes, to 
confirm, the Athenians in the Lacedaemonian con- 
nection, and to reconcile the Greeks, in general, 
to the claim of Lacedaemon to the territory of 
Messenia. In that composition, which has earned 
the particular commendation of an elegant and 
judicious critic of the Augustan age, a deficiency, 
tho frequently obvious among the Greek political 
writers, is nevertheless - striking, and worthy of 
notice: no principle of extensive welfare, no 
liberal view to the common good of Greece, is put 
forward ; but, on the contrary, the LacedaE^monians 
isocr. are incouraged in that narrow patriotism, whose 
82 gr^at object was the exclusive power and happi- 
p- •'><*. ness of their own commonwealth ; recommended 
however by the observation, that, under the 
acknowleged supremacy of Lacedaemon, civil 
order and general happiness had been conspicuous 
in Peloponnesus, and almost peculiar to it; 
whereas anarchy and discord, public evils and 
private, many and extreme, had followed the 
change for the patronage of Thebes. 

The caution of Xenophon, inforced by his par- 
ticular circumstances, has left us very scanty 
information of the state of parties in Lacedaemon, 
during all that disasterous period which followed 
the return of Agesilaus from Asia. We gather, 
however, that Agesilaus could not always direct 

Isocr. measures ; and some expressions of Isocrates 
Arci..d. 3 ub, ^ leading 

. influence. 
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influence. The Tlieban invasion seems to have stect. 
restored it to him. His ability tlien defended . . 

Sparta, his liberality assisted to feed the auxi- 
liaries, for which the public treasury was unequal ; ji®;* *f,’**' 
while tlie misfortunes of the country were attri- 
buted to the mismanagement of others, who had 
held the ministry ; and the victory, obtained after- 
ward under the command of his son Archidamus, 
over the Peloponnesian allies of Thebes, would 
tend powerfully to contirni tlu? renovated power 
of his party. 

Events, soon following, showed the justness of 
the views, which decided Agesilaus and his friends 
to advise perseverance in w'ar, rather than sub- 
mission to humiliating and oppressive terms, for 
a precarious peace. By the separate treaty, the 
nominal strength of Lacedmmon was indeed re- 
duced; but the allies, whose coiiperation was 
lost, were so exposed by situation, and so unequal 
to their own defence, that it might be questioned 
if their security, in neutrality, was not more 
advantageous to Lacediemon, than their coope- 
ration, under the perpetual want of protection. 

The need also of assistance from them was les- 
sened, by the dissension growing between the most 
powerful allies of Thebes, those who, by local 
circumstances, most pressed upon Lacedaemon. 

When the season for action came on, the usual B.C. 
succours arrived from Syracuse ; the Lacedae- ^ 
monians assembled their forces, and no inter- 

ruption c. 4. k. is. 

•* I cannot understand Dodwell'a reason for assigning this 
event, against the order of Xenophon’s narrative, to the be- 
ginning of the former campain, B. C. 366. 

'I 
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ruption occurring from the Theban confederacy^ 
they recovered the important town of Sellasia, 
which since the Theban invasion had been held 
by the revolters. 

The first movements of the allies of Thebes, in 
Peloponnesus, were against oneanother. In Elis, 
at this time governed by the aristocratical party, 
a democratical opposition was patronized by the 
Arcadians. Irritated anew by this, while anger 
at the loss of their dependencies in Triphylia, 
through the violent interference of the Arcadians, 
was yet fresh, they resolved to recur to arms ; 
and, attacking the Triphylian town of Lasion,' 
formerly theirs, but now a tributary dependence of 
Arcadia, they made themselves masters of it. 
When passion urged the Eleian aristocracy to a 
measure of violence, which appears to have been 
highly imprudent, we shall less wonder if the 
Arcadian Numberless assembly, no longer directed 
by the wisdom of Lycomedes, gave way also to 
passion ; so that all consideration of the great 
interests, not of Greece only but of the confe- 
deracy, was lost under the existing provocation ; 
and it was thought enough, for prudence, that the 
strength of Arcadia sufficed for revenge. The 
strength of Arcadia, accordingly without delay 
collected, invaded Elcia. The Eleians met it, 
with inferior numbers ; and, ill-advisedly coming 
to action, u ith disadvantage also of ground, were 
defeated with considerable slaughter. The towns 
of the Eleian highlands then, excepting only 
Thraustus, yielding to the summons of the Arca- 
dian generals, while they directed their march 
1 toward 
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toward Olympia. No resistance was found there. 
A garrison was placed in the precinct of jLhe 
temple of Saturn, which, with an intrenchiuent 
thrown around, commanded the Olympian moun- 
tain: the neighboring town of Margancai wii.s 
gained, by the voluntary act of the prevailing 
party among the inhal)itants. The Arcadian army 
proceeded then to Elis, atid its advanced guard 
entered that unfortified town, and penetrated as 
far as the agora, lleing however there charged 
by the collected Eleian cavalry, supported by 
infantry, it was driven out again with some 


S.E c T. 
JV. 


slaughter. 

The distress of their country, in the usual way Xm. Hfi. 
of faction, gave joy to the democratical leaders in 
Elis, who looked to it as the means of power and 
party-triumph to themselves. Under the incou- 
ragement it afforded, they opened a traitorous 
correspondence w ith the enemy, and obtaining the 
terms they desired, with a promise of support, 
they seized the citadel. The aristocratical party, 
however, exerting themselves instantly and vigo- 
rously, recovered the fortress ; and then the 
leaders of the democratical party, with about four 
hundred of their followers, flcil. Received as 
friends by the Arcadians, and incouraged by them, 
they seized Pylus, a town of Eleia under mount 
Pholo'e, less than ten miles from Elis"'. A set- 
tlement thus acquired, and the patronage of a 

conquering 


** There were three principal places of the name of Pylus 
in Peloponnesus; the Eleian here sjmkenc'f, tlw' Iriphylian, 
which, according to Strabo, was Nestors residence, and tho 
Messenian, which became remarkable in tin-* Pelojionnesian. 
war. X 3 
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CBAF. conquering army, gave such credit to thdr cause 
xxyiii.^ numbers quitted the threatened city to join 
them. 

Under these circumstances, the Eleians in pos- 
session would probably net have been able long, 
with their single strength, to support themselves. 
But the prudent governments of the bordering 
province of Achaia saw their own danger in the 
fall qf- Elis, and the preponderance which Arcadia 
was acqiuring in Peloponnesus. The distraction 
of the confederacy, and especially the violence of 
the Arcadians against their allies, operated in 
favor of the Laceda:monian interest, and already 
the little commonwealth of Pellene, being under 
aristocratical government, had ventured to renew 
its antient connection with Lacedmmon*^. The 
other Achaian cities, professing a desire to avoid 
hostility with Arcadia, declared however their 
purpose to protect Elis, and immediately sent 
troops to give efficacy to their resolution. The 
Arcadians, their first vengeance against the Eleians 
being satisfied, yielded to an argument so well in- 
forced. Desisting from farther attempts against 
the city, they however ravaged the country, and 
leaving the democratical Eleians established in 
mhTV ^ measure with which the Achaians did 

c. 4 . 8 . 19 . not interfere, they withdrew home. The return of 
Elis to its antient connection with Lacedaemon, 
then became matter of course. While 

* Hin yif 01 niAXiinK il{ rir rio 

AcuahttiMtiut wfmetj^uu. Xen. Hel. 1 . 7. c. 5. 8. 17. Xeno- 
phon has, I think, not explained whether .the return to the 
Lacedsmonian confederacy, here spoken of, was after the 
change occasioned by the march of Epameinondas into 
Achaia, or after the partial peace, made by the treaty of 
I'hebes, to which the Pellcnians may have been parties. 
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While the able leaders of the Theban councils 
were perplexed, with regard to their interests in 
Peloponnesus, by the violence of the dissensions 
among their confederates, their attention was culled 
to the circumstances of Thessaly ; and, still more 
urgently, to matters arising in Bceotia, and in 
Thebes itself. Orchomenus, the second city of 
Boeotia, in importance, had been the last to ac- 
knowlege the sovereinty of 'I'licbcs ; and the aris- 
tocratical, the most powerful party there, bore 
that sovereinty with extreme reluctance and dis- 
satisfaction. In Thebes itself, where aristocracy 
had so long predominated, an aristocratical party 
was still numerous, but the chiefs w ere in exile. 
These founded their hope of restoration on the 
political sentiments prevailing in Orchomenus, and 
spreading, in a smaller degree, among those of 
higher rank in other Boeotian towns. Communi- 
cation was had among them, and a plot was formed 
for a revolution. 


SECT. 

'iv.. 


Diocior. 

I. IH. 


It w-as the j)ractice of the Theban government 
occasionally to order reviews of the whole cavalry 
of fiueotia. The conspirators were mostly of 
those serving in the cavalry, who in Orchomenus 
alone were three hundred. The time a|)pointed 
for a review w as chosen for the execution of the 


plot; but, in the difficulty of due caution, where 
numbers are to be engaged, some, faithless or dis- 
affected, were let into the secret, w'ho disclosed it 
to the Bceotarcs. We are without direct infor- 


mation who now guided the Theban councils ; but, 
amid the abominable cruelty of the vengeance 
taken, that able policy appears, which commonly 

X 4 distinguished 
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CHAP, distinguished the measures of the Theban gov,em- 
ment under Pelopidas and Epameinondas. The 
conspirators of the smaller towns were pardoned ; 
the Orchomenian cavalry were brought in chains 
before the assembled Theban people. An inve 
terate hatred, traced even to the heroic ages, is 
said to have subsisted between the Thebans and 
Orchomenians. The death of the guilty cavalry 
therefore did not satisfy popular animosity. At 
the same time that capital condemnation was pro- 
nounced against these, it was decreed that the 
town of Orchomenus should be levelled, and the 
whole people sold to slavery. Force only could 
carry into execution such a decree, ^e Thebans 
marched in arms to Orchomenus, already deprived 
of its leaders and its cavalry, and, becoming 
masters of the town, put to death all the men, 
and sold the women and children'*. 

The danger, which had threatened the existing 
government of Thebes, being, by this dreadful 
execution, averted, the leading men bad leisure to 
direct their views around : and, while the distrac- 
tions among their Peloponnesian allies repelled, 

circumstances 

'* According to Pamanias (I, 9. c. 15. p. 740.) this trana* 
action took place while Pelopidas and Epameinondas were 
absent ; the former prisoner in Thessaly, the other marching 
to his relief. According to Diodorus, it was three years after 
the release of Pelopidas. Mistakes indeed abound in the 
ciironology of Diodorus; but Diodorus was a chronologer, 
and meant to be exact. Pausanias was an antiquarian; 
generally, as Dodwell has well ol^served, much more accurate 
than Diodorus, but unversed in politics, ill-versed in history, 
and inattentive to the course of political events. 

Xenophon, intent upon transactions in Peloponnesus, in 
which he was deeply interested, and where everything passed, 
in a manner, under his eye, has omitted notice of these trans- 
actions in Bccotia and in Thessaly. 
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circumstances in other quarters invited their in- sect 
terference. The aversion among the Thessalian iv. 
cities to the tyrant tagus, Alexander of Pherte, Diod.i.i5 
notwithstanding the ill success of the Thebans in 
that country, kept alive a Theban party there. 

New oppression from Alexander had excited new 
resistance to his authority ; but his abilities and 
activity inabled him to overbear his opponents. 

In their distress, they applied to Thebes for as- 
sistance, and for commander they requested 
Pelopidas, whose militaiyr talents and popular 
manners, when formerly commanding in their 
country, had procured him general favor and 
esteem. The supreme assembly of Boeotia was 
summoned ; it was decreed that the Thessalian 
cities should be supported ; and Pelopidas led an 
army of seven thousand men through the straits of 
Thermopylae. Alexander, with a more numerous 
army on advantageous ground, awaited his attack, 
which Pelopidas, perhaps too much trusting in the 
superiority of the Boeotian heavy-armed, rashly 
made. Pelopidas himself fell. If Diodorus, 

Nepos, and Plutarch, might be believed, his army 
nevertheless obtained a complete victory ; but the 
concise account of Alexander by Xenophon, and 
the incidental mention of the transactions of Pclo- 
pidas in Thessaly by Polybius, imply something 
so different, that allowance, evidently, must be 
made for exaggeration, in the panegyric of the 
biographers, and the report of the later historian. 

A dubious victory. However, a dra^vn battle, with 
a large Boeotian force remaining in the country, 
may have aflbrdcd great relief to the party which 

had 
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CHAP. tak€^ arms against the tagus; and then, 

utm ^tbat party predominated, those honors 

toli^ UMiDpry of the slain general, which Nepos 
ha^litepcnted, statues, and golden crowns, and lands 
to his family (the estates probably of those whom 
the party expelled or desired to expel), would 
follow in the common course of party measures. . 

Pelopidas appears to have been a man of an 
active, enterprizing, bold, and generous spirit, very 
popular manners, and good, but not extraordinary 
abilities. Scarcely equal to the lead of councils, or 
perhaps of armies, in the great and arduous circum- 
stances in which his exertion had contributed much 
to place his country, he was, nevertheless, by his 
talents and his virtues, a most valuable assistant 
to Epameinondas ; with w'hom he seems to have 
lived in perfect friendship, above envy and jealousy. 
His death was therefore a great loss, to his friends, 
to his country, and to those allies who depended 
upon his country for support’’. 

According 

'"We may apparently trust tlie positive assertion of Nepos 
and Plutarch, supported by the less explicit testimony of 
Diodorus, that Pelopidas was one of the leaders, and he would 
of course be among the most active of them, in the conspiracy 
by which Thebes was recovered from the Lacedaemonians ; 
tho in the detailed account of that remarkable transaction by 
the colemiiorary historian, and even in the account given at 
some len^h by Diodorus, the name of Pelopidas never 
occurs. It is in summing up his praises only, where he relates 
his death, that Diodorus mentions the universal acceptance 
of the report, which gave the first merit in that business to 
Pelopidas ; and even there he does not say what part Pelo- 
pidas took in the business, but rather shows that he had no 
certain information of it : £» ya^ tiJ fwyaiuf staraX9t]^it, 
naff Sf ufviriff ailo Ti»r Kal/Aiiav, iwrrtq TQvry(Tf 

' nsXoviJSft) TO rod Karo^Bufietro^ airoiijbiovo'i. This is the 

whole of his tetimony. Yet Plutarch, near two centuries 
after him, and near five after Xenophon, without stating any 

authority, 
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According to Diodorus, after the death of 
Pelopidas, the Thebans gained a second gr^t 
victory in Thessaly, and Plutarch relates that 
Alexander was completely subdued. Xenophon 
and Polybius forbid intire credit to this; yet 
there seems reason for supposing that the affairs 
of Thebes in Thessaly continued to be ably con- 
ducted. The result, as we learn from Xenophon, xenoph. 
was a treaty of peace and alliance with the tagus, 
and an accommodation, under the mediation of 
Thebes, between the tagus and the Thessalian 
cities, which appear to have been altogether cre- 
ditable and advantageous. 


SECTION V. 

iHvasian of Eleia hy the ArcadianSy of Arcadia by the Laceda* 
monians : Arcadian EpariteSy or select Militia: Liberality 
in Grecian Law of War. Interference of the Arcadians in 
the Presidency of the Olympian Festival’, Battle of Olympia. 

Lacedaemon, and the Lacedmmonian cause in sect. 
Greece, seemed now reviving from threatened dis- , 

solution. But leisure was still wanted, to repress li c.364. 
or compose revolt, and restore civil order, in the 
antient territory of Sparta, when a new invasion Xenoph. 
of Eleia by the Arcadians, and a new defeat of c.V. s. 19. 
the Eleians in battle, compelled attention from 
the Lacedaemonian government, to the distress 

and 

authority, has not scrupled to describe the single combat, and 
the complex contests, of Pelopidas, in the course of a series 
of nocturnal assassinations, as if he had been present as a 
quiet spectator, in a theater, where they were represented 
before him. 
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Cvf k p. anddanger of its first returning ally. Archidatous 
Axyin. therefore placed at the head of ran army, with 
which hd^in\aided Arcadia. Piet took, the town 
of Cromhus,. and putting three lochi in garrisou 
-there, led the rest of his army home. 

As far as immediate relief to the. Eleians only 
was in view, this measure appears to have been 
well conceived; but the foresight, not of the 
statesman only, but of the general also, should 
have extended farther. The Arcadians, feeling 
all the lexpected uneasiness at the establishment 
of a hostile post within their country, withdrew 
their troops from £leia;.aDd, collecting their whole 
force at Cromnus, hastily surrounded it with a 
contravallation and circumvallation. The Lace- 
dtemonians, not till their garrison was already 
blockaded, in much alarm for it, reiissembled 
their army, and committed the command again to 
Archidamus. The same deficiency of weapons 
and art of attack, which compelled the Arcadians 
to the slow method of blockade against a weakly 
fortified place with a small garrison, deterred 
■ Archidamus from assault upon the Arcadian lines. 
His object was to allure or provoke the besiegers 
to quit them ; and with this view he carried ravage 
through the rebellious Lacedaemonian province of 
Skiritis, and, as far as he could, into Arcadia. 
But the Arcadian generals were not to be so di- 
verted from their purpose; within their lines. they 
kept their army secure, and the blockade close. ^ 
Xenuph. > Archidamus now saw that, to relieve Cromnus„ 
cl'Jili.*?. Th® circumvallation, 

i'ncbsing part of a hill, was commanded by the 

summit,, 
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Summit. If I he coaid possess himself of the sect. 
summit, he thou^t the Arcadians could not long ■ y * 
hold their situation beneath. With this view, he 
was winding his march round the hill, when his 
advanced guard, composed of targeteers and 
cavalry, seeing the chosen body of Arcadians, 
called the Eparites, without their lines, attacked 
them. The Eparites seem to have been an esta- Xcnopli 
blishment made by those able men who formed ”4'!,’' 
the union of Arcadia. Tliey were a select militia, 
composed of citizens from every republic of the 
union, who were to be always ready for the general 
Service. The desultory assault of the Lacedse-‘ 
monians was received, by this well-trained body, 
w ithout moving. It was renewed upon them, and 
then they advanced against the assailants. Archi- 
damus turned to support his targeteers, leading 
his heavy-armed along the carriage-road, in a 
narrow column of march. In this weak order he 


Hel. 1. 7. 
C. 4 . 34. 


was attacked by the Arcadians, formed in phalanx. 

The Lacedaemonians, who, apparently, should not s as. 
have swerved from their first object to make this 
attack, were unable to withstand the firmer order of 
the Arcadians : Archidamus himself was severely 
wounded in the thigh : Chilon, his sister’s husband, 
and not less than thirty other Spartans, mostly 
of the highest rank, were killed. Quickly however 
the Lacedaemonians reached advantageous ground, 
on which, notwithstanding the pressure upon 
them, their ready discipline inabled them to form ; 
and then the Arcadians halted. But it appeared 
that the transgression of those precepts of their 
great lawgiver, which forbad lasting w'ar, and 

frcruKMit 
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CHAP, frequent wars with the same enemy, had already 
xAviii^ been carried too far. Not the Thebans only, but 
the Arcadians also, began to vie with them in 
discipline ; and that persuasion of their superiority 
to all mankind, which had assisted formerly to 
render the Lacedeemonians invincible, was gone 
by. They were now superior in number, but dis- 
heartened by their prince’s wound, and the death 
of those around him ; while the Arcadians were 
jneourag^ by the consideration, always important, 
that they had been successful assailants upon a 


Xenoph. 
Hel. I. r. 
c. 4. 1 . 25. 


retreating enemy. The action was on the point 
of being renewed, when one of the Lacedaemonian 
dders, perhaps aware of deficiency in the com^- 
manders, exclaimed, ‘ To what purpose are we 
‘ going to fight? Why should not a truce rather 


‘ here end the contest?’ The proposal of a truce, 
under such circumstances, always implied acknow- 


legement of defeat ; yet it was approved by the 
other Lacedaemonians. The Arcadians readily 
consented: withdrawing to the ground where they 
had made their first assault, they erected their 
trophy there, and left the Lacedaemonians to per- 
form, at leisure, the funeral obsequies of their 
slain. 


Where battle begun might so be stopped (and 
it is npt from a closet speculator, of some centu- 
ries after, that we have these curious particulars, 
but a cotemporary, versed in the din of war and 
the crash of armies) it might be not unreasonably 
supposed that opportunity for any negotiation, and 
a disposition to any just accommodation, would 
be ready. Why then was not negotiation in- 
stantly 
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stantly begun ; first for the %urrender of Cromnus, sect. 
with safety for the garrison ; tod then for solid ■ y* . 
peace? Nothing like either, as far as appears, 
was thought of. Civilization and reflection, amid 
much practice in war, had led the Greeks, tho 
not to the generosity of modern European warfare, 
yet to customs adapted to humanize hostility, in 
some degree, and lessen its horrors : but the cir- 
cumstances, altogether, of their political system, 
and the habits which it superinduced, impressed 
much the idea that warfare was the natural state 
of man ; to be regulated, not obviated, by policy 
and humanity The Lacedaemonians, after due 
rites to their dead, withdrew in quiet, uuder cover 
of the truce ; but, soon after, returning by night, 
attacked the Arcadian lines, and, on one point, Xenoph. 
forced them. With numbers however, adapted 
to surprize, but too small to withstand the col- 
lected strength of the besieging army, hasty retreat 
was necessary ; and those only of the garrison 
were relieved, who could instantly rush out and 
join them : the escape of somewhat more than a 
hundred was prevented by the besiegers. 

Then appeared, in all its extent, the impolicy 
of a measure so alarming and irritating to the 
Arcadians, as the establishment of a Lacedsemo- 
nian. garrison in their country. Their ill disposi- 
tion toward Thebes, and especially their jealousy 
of Theban interference in Peloponnesus, which 

had 

• This appears, in all the projects, for improving govern- 
ment, of Plato, Aristotle, and others; and in the schemes 
of Isocrates for obviating the eternal <juarrels of the Greeks 
among themselves, by directing hostility against forcin na- 
tions. 
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l^,,coatrib^tec4 perhd{»y beyottfibaiiyt^Dg, toAe 
nJtef of Laici^^pQ from passed dangers, and 
afforded ifre ^st ground of hope for its future 
setmrity prosperity, now gave way to their 
anxiety for riddance from so annoyi|g and threat-' 
ening an inconvenience. The de^mncy of the 
art of attack of the age, when a garrison of a 
hundred men might defy an army, made all 
auxiliaries acceptable. For, to prosecute with 
certain effect the tedious business of a blockade, 
the force was to be proportioned, not to that 
wiffiin the place attacked, but to that which, from 
widlout, might, at any time during the long 
Opi^tion, attack the besiegers. The assistance 
of aU allies was therefore called for, and the 
^rd of the lines was divided between Arcadian, 
Argian, Theban, and Messenian forces. Fard^r 
attempts to relieve the place were thus deterred, 
and the. little garrison was at length starved into 
a surrender. 

Xrnoph. The detention of the Arcadian forces, at Crom- 

c. 4! siifi. nus, afforded opportunity for the Eleians to direct 
their whole strength against their apostate fellow- 
citizens in Pylus. These, venturing a battle, were 
defeated, and about two hundred were made pri-' 
soners. The Eleian citizens, among them, were 
all put to death : the rest were sold for sli^ves. 
Si^e being then laid to Pylus and Maiganete, 
both were taken. 

^ja. . The season of the festival of the hundred and * 
fourth Olympiad now approached, while an Ar- 
cadian garrison commanded Olympia, and the 
neighboring country, adhering to the Arcadian 

interest, 
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interest, rtaoained^in what the £Ieians esteemed 
rebellion against them. The Arcadians, havihg 
breed themselves from the annojahce of a Lace> 
dsmonian garrison within their country, did not 
immediatd^^ropose any new aggression against 
the £leians,‘*'but they resolved not to surrender 
Olympia to them for the purposes of the festival. 
A shock was thus hazarded to the prejudices, and 
an interruption to the injoyments of the Greek 
nation, which might have excited extensive enmity; 
but means for obviating this, to a considerable 
degree, were found in the disputed title , of die 
Eleians to the presidency, tho they had been un- 
interruptedly exercising it so many years. The 
Arcadians would not assume that presidency, in 
their own name; they affected to restore the 
sacred right to the Pismans, who had never 
ceased to claim it, against what they termed the 
Eleian usurpation : and thus was obtained the 
support of some of the most powerful states of 
Greece; perhaps dissatisfied, as we have seen 
Lacedaemon formerly, with the manner in which 
the Eleians may, on some occasions, have exer- 
cised the power conceded to them at the Olympian 
meeting. The Argians sent two thousand heavy- 
armed to assist in maintaining the presidency of 
the Pisffians ; and even the Athenians, in favour 
of their new allies of Arcadia, against Elis, the 
confederate of Lacedaemon, while Laced®mon 



was still the confederate of Athens (so the interests 
of the Grecian republics became complicated) 
sent five hundred horse, which, among Pelopon- 
nesian armies, would be a very considerable body. 

» On 


VOL. VI. 
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CHA F. Ob the other hand, the Itsteeming 

xCTtiL jjjijy pjesidency at the Olympian festival 

a most valuable inheritance, derived from their 
forefathers, resolved to spare no exertion in assert- 
ing it. They ingaged the Achaians. in their in- 
terest ; and, waiting then till the time when the 
concourse would be formed (for such was the 
public confidence in the sacred estimation of the 
place and season, that persons led by curiosity or 
business had flocked, nearly as usual, from every 
settlement of the Greek nation) they marched to 
Olynlpia. 

xenoph. The Elcians, tho ingaged in frequent wars, 
held in the lowest estimation, among the 
Greeks, as a military people ; looked upon with a 
degree of contempt, not only by the Arcadians, 
Argians, and Athenians, but by their own allies 
the Achaians. The Arcadians, therefore, the more 
cobfident in their present strength, on account of 
their late successes, took no measures for pre- 
venting, or even observing the approach of an 

*.<9. enemy. They were attending the exhibition of 
the games, in all leisure ; the horserace was over ; 
the pentathlon, or contest of five exercises^ was 
going forward; the athletes, who had already 
run,, were proceeding to wrestle; no totager in 
the course, says Xenophon, who is likely to have 
been present, but between the course and the 
altar ; when the alarm was given, that the Eleians 
were dieady on the verge of the Altis, tbe indo- 
sute coi^emted to the puipraes of die celebri^. 
The Arendians then hurried order of batttet^ 
on the bank of the brook Gladbite, whtdi, washltt 



BATTLE OF OLTMPIA. 


323 


one side 6f the Altis, presently joins the Alpheius. 
The Eleians, advancing in good order, on each 
side of the Gladaiis, broke the Arcadian phalanx 
with the first shock, and then were equally suc- 
cessful against the Argians, hastening to support 
it. The disordered troops retreated, and the 
F-leianB pursued among the public and sacred 
-buildings, to the space between the council-hall, 
the temple of Vesta, and the adjoining theater. 
There the advantage afforded for defence, and for 
the use of missile weapons, by those solid and 
lofty edifices, enabled the defeated to stand, and 
the victors suffered some loss before they withdrew 



to their camp. 

The Arcadians an^ their allies, however, i* Xennph. 
appeared, felt themselves very effectually defeated. “4; i 
No longer thinking of opposing the Eleians in the 
field, Aey were all night employed in forming 
defences; the scaffolding and sheds, raised for 
the accommodation of persons attending the ce- 
lebrity, furnishing materials for a palisade*'. By 
morning they had so fortified the avenues, and 
so disposed troops on the temple tops, that the 
Eleians, on a view of the opposition prepared for 
them, prudently abstained tom farther assault. 
Xenophon has declared his astonishment at what 
they had already done. After mentioning the 
pfevious disrepute of their military character, he 
expresses himsdf thus : ‘ On this occasion the 

‘ Eleians 


*• tt aopeais fnna this cireuiiutance that the spectators 
aqi-imB-ctf busiiiSM* *1 the Olympian me^'ng, did net viper 
contest quite so much at their ease 
E^ibrut has represented. : 


Y 2 
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CHAF. ‘ Eleians showed themselves soldiers, such as the 
xxym. < deity, ^ving courage by inspiration, might make 
‘ in a day ; but the art of men, employed on 
‘ those not naturally brave, could not in a long 
‘ time form.’ 

But the poverty of the Grecian states, the dis- 
proportion of their public revenue to their military 
force (except when Athens or Lacedaemon' re- 
ceived tribute from any subject republics) gene- 
rally prevented amy regular plan of a campain, 
and often denied what should have been the 
immediate fruit of victory. The Eleians, not 
strong enough to carry Olympia by assault, not 
rich enough to subsist long from home, at a loss 
•in imy way to push the advantage gained, returned 
-to Elis. 


SECTION VI. 

Saerikgiotts Robbery of the Olympian Treasury, by the Demo- 
cratkal Administration of Arcadia : Opposition of Mantineia 
to the Saerikge : Support solicited from Thebes by the perpe- 
trators: RemonstratKe against interference from Thebes 
by the Arcadian soverein Assembly: Congress at Tegea: 
Violence of the Theban Commissioner ; supported by Epa- 
meinondas : Reunion of Arcadia, Achma, and Elit, in alliance 
vnth Lacedamon. 

B.C.364. By the retreat of the victorious Eleians, the Ar- 
01. 104 . 1. gj. libgrty to chuse their measures. 

The force of Arcadia might perhaps have sufficed 
for revenge, but that Arcadia, like Elis, wanted 
pecuniary resources. The Eparites, none pro- 
bably so poor as not to possess a slave, could 

generally 
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generally sub^st from their private means, \\4iile sect. 
the defence of their own country, or a hasty qx- > — , — 
pedition only, into a neighboring province, was 
required of them. But alr^dy they began to he 
pressed by their detention at Olympia ; far from 
their homes, and yet surrounded by a friendly 
territory, which put plunder at a distance; un- 
easy, at the same time, under their late defeat, 
which would not dispose them to bear, with in- 
creased patience, the inconveniencies of want. 

If, to relieve them, Olympia was left without 
an Arcadian force, the considerable acquisitions 
made, through the first successes in the war, 
would be at once lost ; and the Pisaeans, Triphy- 
lians, all those, on pretence of protecting whom 
the war had been undertaken, must be exposed 
to the vengeance of the Eleians. These con- 
siderations pressed upon the democratical chiefs, 
now at the head of the Arcadian affairs, while a 
strong aristocratical opposition still existed in their 
country. Shame, anger, revenge, interest am- 
bition, fear, the fear of all those evils, usually, in 
the Grecian republics, following the loss of popu- 
larity and its attendant power, instigated, and the 
Olympian treasury was before them. The temp- 
tation altogether was greater than they could 
resist Careless, perhaps, about the punishments 
which, in vulgar opinion, would certainly follow 
fre^ the vengeance of the gods, thq^ resolved to 
brave those, most severely denounced, for the 
crime of sacrilege, throughout Greece, by the laws 
of men ; trusting to the means, which the crime 
itself would furnish, for their security. They 
Y 3 expected 
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CHA.P. expeisted a$s»redly to gajo the JSfWjHtes; whose 
. sui^rt would ioable tb^ to overbear Opposition 
within their own country.; and they had great 
confidence, in the efficacy of the riches, whidi 
they should make dieir own, for negotiation 
without. 

The amount altogether of the plunder, which, 
under this resolution, may have been committed 
upon the sacred treasury of Olympia, perhaps was 
never publicly known ; but the source of a pay, 
eftoblished, and regularly issued, for the Eparites; 
under authority of the administration of a con- 
federacy of democracies, not to be concealed, 
appears indeed to have been boldly avowed. 
Powerful however as the means were, which the 
democratical chiefs had laid their hands upon, ibr 
obviating opposition and complaint, they could 
not prevent the use of the opportunity, which 
their measure afforded to their political opponents, 
for exciting honest indignation, and alarming po- 
pular superstitioD. In M antineia the aristocratical 

Xenoph. appears to have been the prevailing party. There 
liss. a decided opposition to the measure was presently 
revived upon, by those at the head of affairs ; 
and it was conducted with a temperate firmness, 
which made it formidable. A d^utafion was 
sent, in the name of the municipal government of 
Mantineia, to those who directed the administra- 
tion of the umon, declaring, ‘ that the Mun riwAaijnc 

* dUlhnus to support, with their best means, the 
< iS^OieBt of the united Arcadian people, would 

* however avoid implication in the girilt of sacri- 
‘ le^ : that they had therefore remitted a sum of 

* money. 
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‘ money, CQ^ted amon^ themselves, equal to 
‘ their shere of the pay at pieseqt wanted for the 
* Eparites ; and against all Sacrilegious use of the 
‘ Olympian treasure they utterly protested.’ 

But the democraticai chiefs, who, in considering 
the different dangers before them, had perhaps 
thought it safer to commit the crime, than either 
to abandon the direction of public af&irs, or 
straggle in the management of them, against the 
difficulties o§ public penury, were not now dis- 
posed to retreat Supposing their party sure in the 
Numberless assembly, they cited the leading men 
of Mantineia** before that body, to answer for 
their conduct, as a treasonable opposition to the 
authority of the united Arcadian government. 
This citation, the Mantineians, doubting the in- 
dependency or the impartiality of a majority in 
the . assembly, avoided to obey. It is indeed a 
curious complication of tyranny and weakness, of 
public corruption and private insecurity, that is 
displayed in the cotemporary historian s account 
of the measures of that new united government, 
which had been proposed to the Arcadians as the 
perfection of democracy. The assemUy pro* 
ceeded to, what was indeed ordinal^ jn Greek 
jurisprudence, condemnation the contumacious 
Mantineians, as if they had been tried and regu- 
larly convicted, and a body of Eparites was sent 
tp’upprehend them. But the Mantineians, who 
bad resolved to disobey a legal summons, were 
prepared also to resist force : they shut the ^tes 


To^ Wfefircn avrSt. 

▼ 4 
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CHAP. town, and reposed admittance to those 

xxnii. yy|jo ggjijg ijjg autboRty, or at least in the 
name, of the soverein assembly of Arcadia. 

Civil war thus was, in effect, declared. The 
opposition of the Mantineians could in truffi be 
justified only by what might just^ resistance 
to any established government. Sound political 
principle, as we have had frequent occasion to 
observe, was little found in Greece ; but supersti- 
tion, commonly powerful, operated, perhaps on 
this occasion, in concurrence with the best poli- 
tical principle, in favor of the Mantineian chiefs. 
The aristocratical party, throughout Arcadia, 
would of course be with them. At the same time 
doubt, shame, fear, began to spred among those 
inclined to the democratical cause; fear of the 
divine vengeance, and fear of the reproaches and 
enmity of all Greece; insomuch that many of 
them also declared against the obnoxious measure. 
He””Er dreadful idea of involving themselves and 

c. 4 . f. S4t their families, to latest posterity, in guilt with gods 
and men, had a growiifg effect, which the bold 
authors of the crime could not repress; and 
shortly a majority of the Numberless, or the 
Ten-thousand, repented, so far as to come to a 
resolution, * that no farther trespass upon the 
* sacred treasury should be allowed.’ 

This resolution, moderaM as it might seem, 
reduced the authors of the sacrilege, hitherto 
lei&rs of the Arcadian politics, at once to a situa- 
tiotirdf extreme peril, by depriving them of ^at 
sohrce of power to which they had looked for 
safety. Th^ could no longer hold their influence 
7 over 
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over the Eparites; may of whom were anable, sect. 
and many others little wfllih^ to serve out of their . 
own country, on their private means. The stop- 
page of a pay, which was become a public con- 
dition of their service, affording a pretence, many 
went home. By the laws of the union, apparently, 
the towns for which they had served were to sup- 
ply their places. Men of principal property had 
hitherto avoided inrolment among the Eparites. 

But they had now seen the danger of trusting to 
those who had little or nothing, what would inable 
them to take all ; and to avoid, says the cotempo- 
rary historian, being subjected by the Eparites, 
they resolved to be Eparites. This was another 
blow to the democratical leaders. No prosecu- 
tion was yet instituted, or, as. far as appears, threat- 
ened against them ; but, losing thus their influence 
in the army, after having lost their majority in the 
soverein assembly, everything was to be appre- 
hended for those implicated in a crime which, by 
the laws of all Greece, was capital, and the punish- 
ment generally to be inflicted without trial. One 
resource remained. Thebes, or at least those who 
now ruled the Theban councils, had a great interest 
in supporting them ; as their downfall would be, 
in course, followed by a renewal of the antient 
connection of Arcadia with LAcedmmon. That 
proud independency, which the Arcadians had 
made their glory, and that j^ousy of Theban in- 
terference^ which they had been taught to esteem 
their essential policy, were no longer consideraflons 
for the democratic^ leaders: th^ applied uigently 
and expressly for a Theban army to march into 

Peloponnesus : 
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CHAP. Peloponnesus: ‘If delayed,’ they said 

Exym.^ ( Laced^inonian influiiipn would quickly agaii 
‘ rule Arcadia.’ 

How far this measure was necessary to thei 
safety, we can only conjecture ; forming our Judge 
ment by what we find to have been common ii 
Grecian political contests; but, that their powe 
was gone, that their views of ambition were frus 
trated, unless they could obtain support fron 
Thebes, the cotemporary • historian has clearl; 
shown. The aristocratical party had so gaine( 
ground, that a majority in the multitudinous sove 
rein assembly of Arcadia went with it ; not it 
opposition to the sacrilege only, but generally 
a circumstance in itself speaking not a little it 
favor of the aristocratical leaders. The appli 
cation of the democratical chiefs to Thebes, am 
its favorable reception there, becoming known 
was taken Into consideration. The democratica 
party seems to have been still too powerful, ii 
the yet but half-formed union of the republics 
to be efiectually restrained by the sovereit 
Xenoph. asseuihly > but, under authority of that assembly 
L ministers were sent to remonstrate, Thebes 

^5* _ — rivi 1 r* 

against the proposed march of rheban force: 
into Arcadfo, uncalled for by the Arcadiai 
government. This measure being taken, |h( 
Eleian war apd the circumstances of Olymp^ 
bpcame the next subjects for debate. In the dis- 
rn^uon pf these it was observed, ‘ That th( 
* charge and presidency of the temple neither 01 
‘ right belonged to the Arcadians, nor were to lx 
‘ coveted by^th^; that the restoratipn of botl 

‘ tc 
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* to the Eleipns wouiKi he most consonant to sect. 

* justice and reli^on, aitid-most acceptable to the ^ ^ 

* god ; that, in truth, no cause for continuing the 

* war with £lis existed and thus it was decreed 
by the assembly. The Eleians gladly consented 
to a negotiation for peace upon such grounds; a 
truce was instantly concluded ; and deputies from 
all the Arcadian cities assembling in Tegea, re- 
ceived there, in regular form, ministers from Elis. 

•In this critical moment, when the fate of 
Greece, for all futurity, was on the balance, the 
wisdom, the magnanimity, the inlarged patriotism 
of a Lycomedes, singularly wanted among the 
Arcadians, were unfortunately not found ; or, if 
existing anywhere, without his active exertion and 
commanding influence, they were inefficacious. 

The efforts of the aristocratical leaders could not 
pfevrat the insulting appearance of a Theban at Xciioph. 
the congress, attended by a body of three hundred 
Boeotian heavy-armed. Swearing, with sacriflce 
and solemn ceremony, to the observance of tiie 
truce, was the first business of the meeting. In this 
the Theban readily concurred, and objection was 
ipflHft on no part. Banquets were then prepared, 
the paean of peace resounded, a thou^tless joy 
pervaded all ; those leading men excepted, who 
had been p rinci pals in the sacrilege at dympia. 

They could not withdraw their consideration from 
the ffisappmntment of their ambition, by the veiy 
measure which gave occasion for the general joy, 
or firom the {nosecution, to which they had made 
themselves legally liable, and the persecuting 
manner in which, too ccunmonly in the Greraan 

republics, 



332 HISTORY OF GHi;£CE. 

republics, injures against a defeated 

party. The Theban inifliH commissioned to ^ve 
them such support as circumstances might allow. 
Communicating with him, they found him iiill of 
that patriotism, which could throw a veil over 
honor, revile justice, and contemn oaths, when the 
interest of his country,, or of his party in it, re- 
quired. Some of the Eparites were yet devoted to 
them. Supported by these, and by the Boeotians, 
they shut the town-gates, and sent parties around, 
to seize, in the midst of the general festivity, the 
leading men of every Arcadian city. The num- 
ber thus apprehended, was such, that, the public 
prison not holding all, the townhouse was also 
filled with them. Many, nevertheless, escaped ; 
some over the town-walls; some by favor of those 
who guarded the gates : for, in this business, says 
the cotemporary historian, the animosity, usual in 
Grecian sedition, actuated none but those who 
feared capital prosecution ; and among those who 
fled were most of the principal Mantineians, whom 
it had been particularly the object of the conspi- 
rators to secure. 

Intelligence of this transaction quickly reaching 
Mantineia, distant only twelve miles, was thence 
hastened over Arcadia, with admonition added for 
all the towns to be upon thdr guard against what 
might follow. .Heralds were then sent to Tegdi, 
bearing a requisition for the liberty of the Man- 
thieians detained there, accompanied by a remon* 
strance, insisting that no Arcadian should be 
executed, or even imprisoned, without trial, in due 
course of law ; and oflering, if any were accused 

of 
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of treason against tho- union, security from the se-c,.. 
Mantineian stRte for thtfir* appearance before the vi. 
great assembly of the nation. It might seem as '' 
if something of the spirit of Lycomedes, some idea 
of just government and true civil freedom, and of 
the proper manner of asserting them, existed still 
in Mantineia, and only there. 

The Theban, to whose authority, it appears, the xenoph. 
Arcadian conspirators deferred, seems to have ”4. i;39, 
been disconcerted by the spirited prudence of the 
Mantineians. Fearful of the consequences of the 
violence to which he had been persuaded, he set 
all his prisoners at liberty ; and, next day, assem- 
bling as many Arcadians of the different towns as 
were at hand, and would come at his invitation, 
he apolo^zed for what he had done ; misled, as 
he pretended, by false intelligence of a plot for 
delivering Tegea to the Lacedaemonians, and of a 
Lacedaemonian army approaching. The excuse 
found little credit, but the apology was accepted, 
so far that he was allowed to depart quietly. The 
matta: however was then taken into serious con- 


sideration, by those who directed the Arcadian 
councils ; and the result seems to have been not 
precisely what prudence would have dictated, to 
those whose object was to preserve the peace and 
independency of Arcadia, which had been so 
indangered, without being yet materially injured : 
•they sent ministers to Thebes, to accuse the autlior 
;of the late violence, and to insist that his crime 
ehould be punished with death. 

Epameinondas was then in the high office *• 
of general, commander-in-chief; which, in the 

Theban 
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CHA.P. ThebaA as in the Ath^^il'^einocracy, seems to 
have conferred, for it^ pill&d, a kin^y power; far 
less regularly controlled, by any constitutional 
cheeks, than the authority of the Lacedsmonian 
kings ; and, when an overbearing party in the 
tumultuary soverein assembly favored, it was, like 
the power of an Asiatic vizier, the favorite of his 
despot, uncontrolled. To the general the Arca- 
dians were to address themselves. We do not 
find Xenophon often vouching for words, spoken 
by his cotemporaries, with that unqualified assur- 
ance, with which some, who wrote four or five 
hundred years after him, have undertaken to give 
them. On this occasion, the only one on which 
any censure upon his political enemy, Epamei- 
nondas, appears even implied, he relates what that 
great man said ; but his caution in so doing de- 
serves notice. Affirming nothing from himself, 
he states the report, which the Arcadian ministers, 
on their return, made to their government : * £pa- 
‘ meinondas told them,’ they said, * that the 
‘ Theban commissioner, at Tegea, had done far 

* better when he seized the principal Arcadians, 

* than when he released them : for, the Thebans 

* having ingaged id the war only to serve Arcadia, 

* any negotiation for peace, without commuoi- 

* cation with Thebes, was treason against the 

* confederacy. Be assured therefore,’ he added, 

‘ we will march into Arcadia ; and, with olr 
‘ numerous friends there, who hav^ been faithfhi 

* to 'the common cause, we will prosecute (he 

‘ war*'.’ The 

** Diodorus has given s strange inconsistent Account of the 
ufiairs of Arcadia and Elis, which led to the fourth expedition 

of 
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The commuDicatioii|pif this report put Pelo- 
ponnesus in a ferment'^ All the independent 
interests, if an apposite modem phrase may be 
allowed, were indignant, yet at the same time 
alarmed, at the presumption of Thebes, to com- 
mand war for them, within their own peninsula, 
when they desired peace ; and to march an army 
into theit country, to inforce such commands. 
The governments of Arcadia, Elis, and Achaia, 
united in these sentiments. They sent, in com- 
mon, to Athens, still connected in that alliance 
with Arcadia which was the last political work of 
Lycomedes, in some confidence that the Athenians 
would feel themselves bound by interest, not less 
than by treaty, to prevent the Thebans from be- 
coming masters of Peloponnesus ; and they were 
not disappointed. They sent with not less con- 
fidence to Lacedaemon, tho hitherto the enemy of 

Arcadia, 

of Epameinondas into Peloponnesus. Not the leading men of 
the united administration of Arcadia, according to him, but 
the Mantineian chiefs alone purloined the sacred treasure of 
Olympia ; for no public purpose, but for private lucre ; and 
it was they Titrho, to prevent leisure for inquiry into their con- 
duct, fomented the Eleian war. That the chiefs of the united 
administration had the Olympian treasury in their power, 
appears from his own narrative; but how the Mantineians 
separately could command it, he neither informs us, nor 
seems to have stopped to consider ; and he appears totally to 
have forgotten, what he had just before related, that it was 
tlMii|;]i the previous existence of war with Elis, that any of 
them could lay their hands upon the Olympian treasuiy. 
Possibly te had not ready opportunity to consult Xenophoirs 
clear adtail, when he inriched his book with this string of 
absurdities; which seems too gross to have had vogue when 
the "facts were recent, but may have been recommended after- 
ward, by the vehemence of party dispute, to some author 
(perhaps Dionysiodonis or Anaxis, Boeotian wnters of Grecian 
histoiy, mentioned at the close of his fifteenth book) whos<* 
work may have fallen too temptingly in his way. 
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^iiT' already j|^|g|ged anew in friendly 

— V — ^ connection with Achaft^d Elis. The humilia- 
tion of Lacedsemon is strongly marked by what 
followed. A proposal which, in the early days of 
Agesilaus, would have been scorned and resented, 
was now, tho far from adapted to promote the 
common object, readily accepted. It was agreed 
that the combined troops, when within the terri- 
tory of any state of this new confederacy, should 
be commanded in chief by the general of that 
state, under direction of its government. 


SECTION VII. 

Principles of Grecian Politics, Fourth Expedition of the 
Thebans, under Epamcinondas, into Peloponnesus: Second 
Invasion of Laconia; Battle of Mantinda. 

We may, perhaps, on first view, rather wonder 
at the former submission of the Grecian republics 
to the Lacedasmonian supremacy, than at the 
assertion now of the right of equality. But it 
will readily occur that this right of equality, how- 
ever justly claimed, could not be exercised, when 
a powerful enemy pressed, without risking great 
inconvenience to the common cause. Republics, 
therefore, like individuals, when fear, revenge, or 
ambition instigated, often conceded their equality 
for the advantage of military subordination. 
Hence arose temptation and opportunities for 
leading and ambitious men, which prevented the 
possibility of lasting peace in Greece, and must 
prevent it wherever a democracy may «cist, 

strong 
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Strong enpu^ to contaB4gii|i neighboring powers, s ec t. 
\!rhfflfe ^^Rdation of is established, and . . 

means of rising are open, ambition, undoubtedly 
for wise purposes, implanted in the mind of man, 
has some opportunity for gratification, even in a 
settled government in peace; but a democracy, 
in peace is, for the ambitious man, a blank : war 
or civil disturbance are necessary to him ; and, 
when war or sedition are once afloat, no govern- 
ment so teems with opportunities, none offers so 
' wide a field for ambition as democracy. Hence, 
the most ambitious men are commonly zealous 
for democracy : by far the largest portion of suc- 
cessful usurpers have begun their career as fa- 
vorites of the multitude : and hence the perpetual 
wars of Greece, and the perpetual seditions. We 
have seen what insecurity, public and private, 
what continual apprehension, what almost con- 
tinual violences resulted. In a country so con- 
stituted, should any commonwealth, acquiring 
streqgth to control others, exercise it so as to 
check mischievous ambition, and inforce any to- 
lerable civil order, popularity would of course 
accrue to it, as far as such benefits were extended. 

Thus, at the time of the Persian invasions, the 
attachment of the greater part of Greece to Lace- 
dsemon was like that of a clan to an individual 
chief, or a nation to its hereditary king, to the 
admitted right of succession in whose family it 
had owed ages of internal peace. At the same 
time the rest of Greece, as all the older writers 
testify, looked to subjection even under the Per- 
eian monarch, as likely to avert more evils than 
VOL. VI. z 
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CH AP, it wcmld. b^ng. When thj||^aperiQteDdiiig power 
th«i of L^edsmon, th^gti abuse, becamje in- 
tolerable, still the other republics felt the necessity 
of a head. Thus Athens rose ; and, when the 
power abused by Athens became also intolerable, 
it only reverted to Lacedaemon, to be again 
abused* Nevertheless so was the necessity of a 
superintending authority felt, among the jarring 
republics, that, when a few extraordinary men 
had raised Thebes, from bondage under Lacedae- 
mon, to dominion over Boeotia, her new power of 
giving protection was no sooner observed, than it 
drew the regard of neighboring states ; and Thebes 
appears to have been, in considerable extent, in- 
vited to aspire to the empire of Greece. But, 
tho the smaller republics, in general, saw such a 
rising power with more hope than jealousy, yet 
the larger, w'hich themselves aspired at supremacy, 
viewed it threw a different medium. Since the 
battle of Cnidus and the return of Conon, Athens 
had been alternately advancing and losing ground, 
but altogether gradually advancing, in strength 
and in dominion. No aristocracy, oligarchy, or 
iHonarchy, w'ould so in all points meet and thwart 
her interest as an imperial democracy. It was 
thus the same principle which formerly animated 
Syracuse against Athens, that now determined 
the Athenians to persevere, in alliance with Lace- 
dsmon, for the purpose of opposing the ambition 
and the growing power of Thebes. 

It is however remarkable that, in this war, in 
which Athens and Thebes were ingaged on oppo- 
site sides, we hear of no ravage of the Attic fields 

by 
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fey the pwSferful anhMiE' # Boeotia, nor of any sect. 
«tteiA|)t against fi<eoti« li the occasional absence - 
of its forces. Both states sent troops to act 
ngainst each other, at a distance from the terri- 
tories of both, in Peloponnesus ; both remaining 
qniet at home, as if by compact : perhaps com- 
pact, if not formally expressed, yet really un- 
derstood, and upheld by a mutual sense of its 
convenience. The fact has been noticed by 
Demosthenes, that, during the Theban war, the 
Attic territory injoyed perfect peace**. But the 
genius of Epameinondas, intent upon raising his 
city, and reckoning the depression of the formerly 
overbearing landforce of Lacedaemon the first 
thiiig necessary, would avoid needless implication 
with Athens by land, while neverthdess, con- 
ceiving the bold project of making Thebes E Iioc. or. ad 
maritime power, he would contest with Athens 
the axnmand of the sea. That empire, to which, 
while the strength of Lacedaemon was so fully 
employed in the war with Thebes, Athens had 
been silently rising again, the Athenian democracy 
a gain exercised tyrannically ; and the discontent 
among those call^ its allies, especially the rich 
ilawik of Rhodes and Chios, and the important 
town of Byzantium, invited the attention of 
Epamdnondas. He collected a naval force so B.C.363. 
unexpectedly, and conducted it so ably, that^’’®*' 
Lachm, who commmided the Athenian fleet on 
the Asiatic station, tho an officer of reputation, 
was unable to make head against him; and the 

states 


i think in the oration on the crown* 
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cn A p. states of Rhodes, Chios, Byiantiimi, reiioim-^ 
dog the Athenian cohfedeiracy, ingaged in alliance 
Thebes. But, successful as he thus wais in 
one expedition, well timed and rapidly executed, 
yet he could not Inaintain the advantage. Within 
the same year, according to Diodorus, Timotheusi 
commander-in-chief of the sea and land forces of 
Athens, Telieved Cyzicus in the Propontis, when 
besieged, if not by Epameinondas in person, yet 
by the armament which had been acting under 
him, and took the important towns of Torone 
and Potidaea on the Thracian coast; nor do 
we hear of any farther naval enterprize of the 
Thebans. 

Antiquity has so consented in unqualified eulogy 
of Epameinondas, that it might be hazardous, for 
a modern, to question the integrity of his views 
and the propriety of his conduct, if the passions 
which, evidently and confessedly, in some degree 
instigated him, ambition and the love of glory, 
were not themselves somewhat differently esti- 
mated in the antient and in the modern moral 
balance, and if political ri^t and wrong wera not 
also, in antient and in modern times, distinguished 
by different criteria. The violence of his inter- 
ference in the affairs of Arcadia, against the esta- 
blished government of the country, in support df 
a Action disgraced by a profligate act, seems not 
to be justified upon any principle that will now 
be admitted. Motives however, of considerable 
weight, for- his resolution to march into Pdo^ 
ponhesus evidently existed. It appears clearly 
enough, tho not ditectly said by Xent^hon, that 

Lac^aemonian 



FOURTH INVASION 4>F FEAOPONNESUS. ^41 

LaeedfldiiMHHan mtrigae had contribated to (he sect. 
revdution in Areadia ;>hl^Ding with ManUti^ia, y- 
and finally pervading the united government. 
Nevertheless this, apparently, should have been 
opposed by negotiation, and would hardly justify 
hostile invasion: Thebes was not attacked, nor 
any regular ally of Thebes. But the Messenians, 
whom the Thebans had undertaken to protect in 
their recovered country, were, through the reviv- 
ing influence of Lacedaemon in Peloponnesus, 
certainly inggreat danger. If then Epameinondas 
can be vindicated from the appearance of some 
wantonness of ambition, the right, if such it was, 
and the duty, which he had created for himself, 
of protecting the Messenians, are what may most 
obviously be alleged for him. But another, at 
least probable motive for his famous and fatal 
expedition, may deserve notice. That inherent 
restlessness in the Grecian political system, which 
made it incapable of lasting peace, is acknowleged 
by ail the ablest writers of the republican times. 

Thebes was the head of a great military confe- 
deracy ; and Epameinondas, at the head of the 
affairs of Thebes, was not in an easy situation. 

•Very probably he was reduced to make a virtue, 
as he could, of necessity, by undertaking the di- 
rection of the effervescence, which he could not 
still 


The 

- ** Barthelemi has done little, and even attempted little, 
toward any illustration of the politics, or political history, of 
Greece. In his abundant reading he has given his attention 
much to the panegyrists of Epameinondas, and it has been a 
favorite purpose of his own to panegyrize Epameinondas. 
Nevertheless be describes him as ameer Theban patriot ; not 

z 3 e^’ea 
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c K Ar. Xhe force that he was ahliB to as^emUe, zeatow 
to eorve under him, mi^ alooe have inflamed 
Xennph. the ambition of an ordinary mao. The Enboean 
C.V. >. 4 . towns were now united in that ctmfederacy wiUi 
Thebes, which bound their men of military age 
to march at the order of the imperial people. 
Numerous Thessalian auxiliaries pame; from the 
tagus, Alexander of Phene, and from the cities 
which had opposed the tagus ; for they wm-e now 
at peace with oneanother, and equally in alliance 
with Thebes. Locris was completelj^ subject to 
Thebes*^. Phocis, boldly asserting ind^)endency, 
refused obedience to the requisition for its troopft: 

* The terms of our alliance,’ said the Phocians, 

* require us to assist the Thebans, if attacked, but 
‘ not to march with them to attack others.’ . 

,,6. Leaving this contumacy for future considera? 

tion, Epameinondas, to prevent opportunity for 
checking his way to his great object, hastened to 
pass the isthmus. At Nemea he halted ; hoping 
thence to intercept the force expected from 
Athens, to join the army of the Lacedtemonian 
confederacy ; but, after some stay, finding himself 
disappointed by the foresight of the Athenian 

governme|it, 

even attempting to show that his views extended to the 
^neral freedom and weU«being of Greece. He uses the 
ticfooSt which the plan of his work affords, for omitting all 
notice of the very remarkable circumstances which led to the 
last Theban invasion of Peloponnesus: and, taking up his 
bam already with his army in the heart 6f Arcadia, heavows, 
without rmerve or ^logy, that the purpose of dte axpedi- 
tion was tn decide, ‘ si e’etoit au Thchains on anx locede* 
‘ faamena de dumer da loix attt autm Anachniais, 

dh. 13, p. 864. t a. ed. oct. 

* Of Uiis we are infbnned by Xenophon on a fonmer ooca- 
sion, and therefore pprfaaps he has omitted to name l«cria 
here. 
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gpveminent, who sent their troops by sea to the sect^ 
Laconian coast, he proceeded to Tegea. Here . 
his Peloponnesian' allies met him. Argos, com- 
monly zealous in opposition to Lacedasmon, was 
at this time free enough from sedition to send 
forth its strength. The revived state of Messenia 
was of course warm in the Theban interest; and 
scarcely less so those Arcadian states which, by 
rebellion against the united government of tlieir 
nation, had embraced it. These were principally 
Tegea, Megalopolis, Asea, and Palantium, with 
some interspersed village-republics, through weak- 
ness and situation, dependent on these. The 
army, altogether, according to Diodorus, con- 
sisted of more than thirty thousand infantry, and 
about three thousand horse, 'fhe army of the 
Lacedaemonian confederacy, considerably inferior, 
assembled about the same time in Mantinaa. 1. 7. c.s. 
Arcadia w'as divided, but the greater part joined 
in the Lacedaemonian alliance ; so that the troops 
of Arcadia, Achaia, and Elis, formed its princi- 
pal force. The Lacedaemonians sent their cavalry 
and a body of mercenaries, witli a small body only 
of their native infantry, keeping the greater part 
for emergencies, at home. 

Epameinondas remained some time, with his 
whole army, inactive within the walls of Tegea 

a measure 

* To rfttToviJbr t» t 5 rSt TtyiarSt iirnintro- The 

word rgtnvTifor, commonly translated, and indeed commonly 
meaning, a camp, was however not confined to that sense, 
but was used sometimes for what we call quarters. This is 
fully shown by an expression of Xenophon soon following : 
Miilarqaltrtiivai/stnt itiif nixovf, ir raui aUiatt- Xcn. Hel. 1 . 7, 

C. 5. 6 . 15. 

z 4 
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CHAP, a measure of which Xenophon declares his ap* 
^xxym.^ probation, in terms which seem to mark that, in 
its day, it had not escaped censure. In the want 
indeed of a cotemporary historian the friend of 
the Theban general, tho with later authors he has 
been a favorite object of panegyric, yet we find 
his candid enemy, Xenophon, really his best 
Xrnoph. eulogist. ‘ That this expedition was fortunate,’ 
” 5 ! a. says that writer, ‘ I would not affirm ; but, for 
‘ what human prudence and courage might ac> 

' complish, in my opinion Epameinondas failed 
' in nothing. 1 commend him for keeping his 
‘ army within the walls of Tegea. He deprived 
‘ the enemy thus, not only of opportunity to 
‘ attack him, but of opportunity to observe what 
‘ might indicate his purposes. Means of prepa- 
‘ ration nevertheless for himself were readier; 
‘ and the enemy’s motions were open to his ob- 
‘ servation, equally as if he were incamped with- 

* out. 1 commend him also, because, tho corn* 

* manding the stronger army, he refrained from 
‘ attack, while the enemy held advantage of 
‘ ground.’ The inactivity however, which Xeno- 
phon thus approves, could be advantageous only 
for a limited time. The influence arising from 
the general confidence in the ability and spirit of 
Epameinondas, would indeed inable him to per- 
severe in it longer than a commander of inferior 
name; but, in rest and confinement, discontent 
would grow, even among his troops, collected 
from various states ; his reputation would suff^, 
and then his command would become precarious. 

t. 9 . Meanwhile of some advantages, which he had 

been 
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been expecting, he found himself disappointed: sdcT. 
none of the hostile or neutral states would be ih- . 
duced, through any terror of his superiority, or 
any hope for advantage hrom the change, to join 
the Theban cause. 

Apparently the wisest conduct, of the Lacedae-^ 
monian confederacy, would have been to perse* 
vere in precisely that disposition of their force, 
which had principally occasioned the llieban 
general’s inactivity. The Lacedsemonian heavy- 
armed remaining at home, for the security of 
their own country, the army assembled at Man- 
tineia had taken a position near that town, so 
strong as to deter attack, and so advantageous, 
for covering the Mantineian territory, that £pa- 
meinondas, with the very superior force he com- 
manded, had thought it prudent to abstain from 
the usual work of ravage. But, in such circum- 
stances, rest itself begets uneasiness. The allies 
feared only the more destructive explosion from 
the unexpected quiescence of so great a force, 
under so renowned a commander. They could 
not be satisfied to have the Lacedemonians re- 
main at home, for the protectibn of their own 
country, less immediately threatened, while Uiey, 
with unequal numbers, should bear the brunt of a 
war so much more than commonly formidable. 

They were in consequence so urgrat in petition 
and remonstrance, that the Lacedaemonian go- 
vernment thought it necessary to concede, and all 
the best remaining strength of the state marched 
under the orders of Agesilaus. 


This 
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This measure relieved Epamtiooiidas. Intd* 
lij^nce no sooner reached himy that Agesilaus 
had left Sparta, and was alreatfy at Pellene, than 
he formed his plan and proceeded instantly to 
the execution. Orders were issued for the troops 
to take their evening meal, and inarch. The 
better road to .Sparta, and perhaps, from Tegea, 
the shorter, by Sellasia, was open ; and so deficient 
was the lookout of the Lacedasmonians, that, but 
for the providential intelligence, so Xenophon 
calls it*', brought to Agesilaus by a Cretan, 
Sparta would have been taken, he says, like a 
bird’s nest, destitute of defenders. Agesilaus 
hastened his return, so that he arrived before 
EpameinOndas. His force, the whole Laceds* 
monian cavalry and part of the infantry being at 
Mantinda, was very scanty for the defence of a 
loosely-built unfortified town, against the ap- 
proaching army. But, for the antient art of war, 
every house was a fortification ; every eminence 
gave great advantage for the antioit missile wea- 
pons. From a housetop the bowman, slinger, and 
dartman, himself secure, could aim his strokes at 
those below witti superior effect. 

Epameinondas, upon his arrival, disappointed 
of his hope of surprizing the place, observed the 
aUe disposition for defence made by Agesilaus, 
and iktermined his plan of attack accordingly. 
Making no attempt against the more open parts, 
where immediate assault was expected, he sent a 
detachment, whidi, by a circuHous . march, seized 

a height, 

” Kfif Suet rm fuiff mfofOJUt. 
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IS height, commanding the town. * It may be sscr. 
‘ said,’ says Xenophon, ‘ that the deity interfered : 

* it may be said Aat nothing can withstand the xeno^ 

* desperate: certainly,’ he proceeds, * it appears l 

* extraordinary, that, when Archidamus, with less 
‘ than a hundred men, advancing over very diffi- 
‘ cult ground, attacked that height, the Thebans, 

‘ those men breathing hre, those conquerors of 
‘ the Lacedsmonians, with advantage of numbers, 

‘ and with every advantage, did not even wait 

* the assault, but turned; and some of the prime 

* of their army were slaJn.’ The Lacedtemonians, 
elated with such success, pursued intemperately, 
and lost some men : but Archidamus kept pos- 
session of the important post he had carried, raised 
his trophy, and received the enemy's solicitation 
for the bodies of the dead, of which he remained 
master ; which, on account of the usual impres- 
sion on the soldiers, on both sides, was, in the 
circumstances in which the Lacedaimonians stood, 
a very important advantage. 

Plutarch has reported an anecdote of thi^ 
attack upon Sparta, which, tho somewhat appa- 
rently extravagant, has been too much noticed to 
be'passed unmentioned. Isadas, son of Phoebidas, 
a youth of a smgularly fine person, just anointed, 
in the way of the Greeks, after bathing, on alarm 
sounded, matching a spear in one hand, a sword 
in the other, ran out naked, pressed to the fore- 
most nmk of the Lacedaemonian troops, and did 
extraordinary execution among the enemy, witho 
out receiving a wound : whether, says the writer, 
some god preserved him, or the idea that be was 

more 



CHAP. 

XXVlll. 


Po\yh. 

I.9.p.d47. 


348 ‘ rHiSTORT OF cree:;e. 

more than heman appalled the enemy. For the 
merit of his deed he was rewarded with the 
honor of being publicly crowned by the ephors ; 
for the irregularity of it/ he was fined a thousand 
drachmas, about forty pounds sterling. Plutarch 
seems to attribute this adventure to the ingage- 
ment in which the trophy was by Archi- 
damus; with which it seems utterly inconsistent. 
With more appearance of probability it might be 
referred to the assault, not specified by Xeno- 
phon, but in which, according to Polybius, the 
besieging arnly penetrated as far as the agora of 
Sparta*’. 

It appears however to have been the success of 
Archidamus, in carrying the commanding post, 
that deprived Epameinondas of the hope of rapid 
progress against the city ; and, unprovided as he 
was, in a hostile country, hemmed in by moun- 
tains, 

^ Isadas, according to the well imagined conjecture of 
Mr. James Byres, has been intended in that admirable statue 
in the villa ^rghese at Rome, commonly, but enough wkli- 
out reasonable foundation, called the fighting gladiator ; the 
only work extant, of the first-’-ate Greek sculpture, in which 
the human form is represented in strong action ; unless 
Laocoon in the Vatican should be arranged in the same class 
of design, or the Wrestlers, in the tribune of the gallery at 
Florence, may be admitted into the same class of merit 
character of the countenance of the figure in the villa 
Borghese is Grecian and heroic. The difference of the fea- 
tures of the dying gladiator, rightly so called, in the Capitol, 
is striking : tl^ expression is very fine ; the work is altogether 
admirable, and the more so because it marlu precisely the 
character it has been intended to represent; not a Greek, for 
tlito face is not Grecian; not a hero, for the expression, tho 
ahowbg sternness and fortitude, ibowB the fortitude of a 
mind depressed by slavery, and without elevation of thought. 
Sudi at least is the impression which it readily conveys to 
those to whom the forms of Grecian sculpture are familiar. 
Since this- note was first published, these statues, I fear, have 
been removed from the places indicated. 
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tains, he deetned il inexpedient to wait till the 
from Man iheia, already inarching to the 
reiiel of I^acedaemon, should arrive. Fertile in 
resources, hr founded, on the failure of one 
stroke, a plan for another. It was the season of 
hanTst ; and the Mantineians, who, while he lay 
in 'i' had confined their slaves and cattle 
>vithiri their walls, would endevor to profit from 
iiis absence for getting in their crop. Hastening 
therefore his return, in expectation to find the 
produce ready for carrying, with the slaves and 
cattle in the fields, he juoposed to make all the 
prey of his army. 

After a march of thirty miles, over a lofty 
mountain barrier, he allowed his infantry some 
rest in Tegea ; but he sent his horse immediately 
forward, into the Mantineian territory. All the 
laboring slaves, as he foresaw, all the cattle, and 
many of the. Mantineian people, within and beyond 
the military age, were in Ih*" fields. The approach 
of the ITieban ca’ -^lrv being observed and an- 
nounced, a'l va- alarm in ^fantineia, and 
througi.out hs arrow terrhory. Fortunately a 
body of Athenian horse was just arrived, but 
fatigued with a forced march of two days, of 
extraordinary length, along a mountainous road. 
They had left Eleusis only the preceding day, 
rested for the night at the isthmus, and, on the 
morrow, in fear, apparently, of being intercepted, 
pressed their way on, by Cleon® to Mantineia, 
without haltii^. They had just taken their 
quarters, and men and horses were yet without 
refreshment, when the Mantineians came to them 
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with the mest earnest solicitations for assistance 
and protection, on which they represented their 
existence as depending. The Athenians, ashamed, 
says the historian,. weary as they were, being pre- 
sent in such circumstances, to be useless, and 
anxious to maintain their country’s glory, instantly 
remounted, to engage a very superior force of the 
cavalry of Thebes and Thessaly, the most re- 
nowned of Greece. They came quickly to action, 
and brave men, he proceeds, fell on both sides ; 
but the advantage was wholly with the Athenians : 
they carried off all their own slain ; they restored 
some of the enemy’s, the boasted criterion always 
of victory, under a solicited truce ; and, what was 
a more essential, and indeed a most important 
advantage, they gave complete protection to the 
Mantineians, and enabled them to save all their 
property **. 

Difficulties now pressed upon Epameinondas. 
The confederacy of little military republics, which 
had put so great a force, die best part of their 
population, under his command, had no public 
revenues equal to the maintenance of those num- 
bers in the held, far from home. The term of 
expeditions, which they might undertake, was 
limited by necessity of circumstances. Maga- 
zines, such as attend the motions of modem 
armies, were not even thought of. Already the 
troops under Epameinondas had suffered want, 
and that want must go on increasing. But the 
term of his expedition was not left to his dis- 
cretion, 

** Xeoo|diim hai . net; liamed the Athenian oommander : 
Pio^onis calls him Hegelochus : a man, he says, before of 
high reputation among the Athenian military. 
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cretion, or to be decided by contingeocies ; it was sECt. 
absolutely limited by the controling authority, vii. 
whether of the Theban government, x>t of a con- 
gress of the confederacy, we are uninformed. It 
was now near expiring, and the troops of the 
norAem states must be led home’’. Defeated 
in his attempt upon Sparta, and in that which fol- 
lowed it, upon the Mantineian territory, his repu- 
tation could not fail to sulfer, notwithstanding the 
abilities really displayed, if, with an army so 
superior to the enemy, and so much greater than 
was commonly seen in Greece, his campain were 
marked only by disappointments. He had more- 
over to consider, that his expedition was the 
immediate occasion of the union of Athens, Elis, 

Achaia, and the best part of Arcadia, with Lace- 
daemon, in opposition to Thebes, or at least of the 
actual energy of that union. Were he then to 
withdraw without victory, those Arcadians, whose 
cause had been the pretence. for the Thebans to 
interfere in arms in Peloponnesus, must be 
immediately overwhelmed ; and the revived state 
of Messeuia, for whose protection Thebes, but 
especially Epameinondas, was pledged, would be 
at the enemy’s mercy. A victory was perhaps 
necessary, not only to avert ruin from those whom 

he 

*' ’oxiyira ifueut ifiyn SIwiJo awihctt, Jk* Ti 

n for j^nr. This is among the passages of 

Xenophm for which we want assistance, which, it should 
seem, we might not unreasonably expect from the later 
antient writers who have treated of the actions of Epamei- 
hondas; but, among many tales, and much panegyric, we 
find lit^ that deserves the name of {listory, or that afforoa 
any illustration of history. As far as I have ventured 
nation, I think I am warranted by what may be gatheteil 
from l^nophon himself. 
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he had bound himself to protect, but to make his 
oyrn return to his country, not creditable only but 
even safe. A battle therefore was indispensable ; 
and if he fell, says Xenophon, it was a satis- 
factory reflection to him that his fall would be 
glorious, in the endevor to give Thebea the empire 
of Greece. 

* That these should be his sentiments,’ proceeds 
the historian, continuing the eulogy of his enemy, 

* 1 think not very wonderful ; they are common 

* to men smitten with the love of glory : but, to 

* have so prepared his troops, collected from va- 

* rious states, that they would decline no fatigue, 

* yield to no danger, in want be patient, and in 
‘ all circumstances orderly and zealous in duty ; 

* this I think truly worthy of admiration.’ £pa- 
meinondas declared, in public orders, his resolu- 
tion to ingage the enemy, and the utmost alacrity 
was manifested by the army. The cavalry dili- 
gently brightened their helmets ; the infantry were 
seen busy, sharpening their spears and swords, 
and burnishing their shields ; some of the Arca- 
dian heavy-armed desired to be inrolled in the 
Theban band of clubmen ; a circumstance which 
seems singularly to mark the popularity of the 
Theban name, when Epameinondas commanded. 
What the band of clubmen was we are not in- 
formed : possibly an institution of less utility for 
the weapon, from which it was denominated^ than 
for the enthusiasm it inspired, in emulation of 
Hercules, whom the Thebans proudly called at 
the same time their god and their fellowcountry- 
man. 


General 



BATtLE OF MANTlNEtA. 353 
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formed his order of battle, andmarciiea, ^ 
«,warf M^tinei., but .0 

*e n««e.t root of mooot Mtooolos ! 
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^ TeL stood. There, on strong pound. -- 
urilhin si^t of the enemy, he extmded his p u 
linx, and grounded arms”, as if going o m; 

“l«ording to those terms, to which the pressure 
of adversity had reduced the Lacedemonians to 
^ma th J army of their confederacy, being in 
ftSltrLtory. was to be command^ 
in chief, by Mantineian generals, under direcbon 

of the Mandneian administration. In 

rf Z alties of a Lycomedes, which mi^it hare 
Ida some amends for the inherent immnveni- 
ences of such a regulation, the presence of Apsi 
Ims tho not possessing the nominal command 
'“lief, might have W 
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M E^meinondas seems to have derived ^ 
Lmi^t from his expedition agmnst Spa^ 
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CHAP, that Agesikus,* and a large part of tlk troops, 

xxviiT. before destined to reinforce the army m Arcadia, 
were retained to protect LaCohia against any 
new attack. Who commanded now in Arcadia, 
we are not informed : their deficiencies only are 
reported to us. Apparently the circumstances 
which imposed upon Epameinondas the necessity 
of seeking a battle, should have decided them by 
all means to avoid it. Nevertheless they were 
prepared, with a very inferior force, two-thirds 
only of his numbers, according to Diodorus, to 
contend with his superior talents. His measures, 
indicating intention to incamp, completely de- 
' ceived them. After having formed their order of 
battle, with a view to meet him, concluding that 
his purpose was not to fight that day, they allowed 
' that order to be in a great degree dissolved, and 
. ■ the preparation of the soldier’s mind for action, 
highly important in Xenophon’s idea, to be re- 
' laxed and dissipated. 

Epameinondas observed the effect his feint bad 
produced, and proceeded to profit from it : he 
issued orders to resume arms and march. We 
have seen it the practice of the Thebans to form 
their phalanx of extraordinary depth, even to fifty 
• in file ; trusting to, the effect of breaking the 
enemy's front, at the risk of suffering themselves 
in flank. By this method they had formerly 
gained the battle of Delium against the Athenians, 
and by this method Epameinondas himself had 
succeeded, in the glorious day of Leuctra, against 
the Lacedsemonians. His superiority in numbers 
inabled him now, in taking the advantage, to 
1 1 obviate 
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ob^^attii the hazard of that method. Resolving to sect. 
direct his principal effort against the enemy’s . 
right, he formed his line in the ordinary maimer 
of the Greeks. His Theban column of attack 
was a separate body, which he placed in front of 
his left wing. Following the same principle in 
the disposition of his cavalry, he divided it on 
the flanks of his infantry ; but meaning that the 
cavalry of his left should be the charging body, 
he gave it a strength that might insure its superi- 
ority, leaving the horse on his right comparatively 
weak. These therefore he directed to some ad- 
vantageous ground, with orders not to move from 
it, unless opportunity of evident advantage should 
offer; and he provided support for them, in case 
of need, from a body of infantry. 

While, in this advantageous arrangement, Epa- 
meinondas led directly toward the enemy, their 
generals, tho they had allowed order nearly to 
cease in their army, had not provided for holding 
it in their choice to avoid a battle. His approach, 
therefore, produced, with universal alarm, a uni- 
versal hurry among their forces. Some, says the 
cotemporary historian, were forming, some run- 
ning to the ground where they should form, some 
bridling their horses ; some putting on their breast- 
plates, and all seeming more like men expecting 
to suffer than preparing to act. Order however 
was restored before attack could begin upon 
them: the Arcadians held the right, as the post Wod. i.is 
of honor, which, by treaty, they claimed within 
their own country; the Lacedaemonians were 
A A 2 posted 
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CHAP, posted next to them ; the cavalry were divided on 
the flanks. 

Xeiioph. The battle' becan with the cavalry. That of 

Jlel J 7. ^ 

C.5. *. 23 . the Lacedsemonian side was without Chose light- 
armed foot, practised to act with horse, whose 
weapons, galling from a distance, prepared for 
the effect of a charge. Tlie Theban abounded 
with these ; and being moreover very superior in 
number, they- presently overthrew their opponents. 
The Theban column of infantry then joined action-; 
but, tho carefully composed of the best troops, 
with Epameinondas leading, it found strong re- 
sistance from the Lacedaemonian and Arcadian 
foot. Its persevering force, however, at length 
broke the opposing ranks, and then the effect was 
what the able projector expected. That which 
had the reputation of being the firmest part of the 
enemy’s line being put to flight, the contagion 
spred among the inferior troops, and all the in- 
fantry gave way. 

B. C. 362. . It seemed now as if victory must be, on the 

01. 100. j. •pjjgban as complete as superior force, di- 
rected by superior Judgement, could make it. 
But we have had repeated occasion to observe 
how much of the fate of multitudes may depend 
on one man. Leading the charge of his column. 
Just as success appeared decided, tho the Lace- 
daemonians, with their phalanx broken, were still 
resisting, Epameinondas received a wound in his 
breast, and fell. The disaster ingaged the atten- 
tion of .those around ; and, with the information 
of it,, rapidly spreding, confusion and dismay 

pervaded 
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pervaded the army. Succession of command sect, 
seems not to have been duly provided for. Tlie 
various multitude having no equal confidence in 
any other officer, authority, extending over the 
whole, in a great degree ceased ,■ or, if any proper 
regulation had been made, it was overborne by 
the impulse of hesitation and consternation; 
which so prevailed, that, scarcely an atteinfit w'as 
made to profit from the victory actually gained. 

The heavy-armed stood on the ground on which 
they had fought, vindicating the possession of the c. 5 s. iM. 
dead and wounded, but not moving a step in 
pursuit. The cavalry turned from those they had 
put to flight; and, without a blow against the 
enemy’s retreating infantry, slipped by them, to 
rejoin their own phalanx, as if themselves de-- 
feated. The light-armed and targeteers, alone 
presuming on victory, crossed the field toward 
the left, without expecting attack or looking lor 
support. The Athenian horse, no longer kejit 
in check by the able disposition made for the 
purpose, charged and put them mostly to the 
sword. Epameinondas lived to be informed that 
his armv was victorious, but fainted, it is said, on 
the extraction of the broken end of the weapon, 
left in the wound, and died soon after ”, 

Under 

" Xenophon simply mentions that Epameinondas foil in 
the battle. Diodorus, after a puerile detail of feats like those 
of Achilles in the Iliad, or rather of Virgil's hero iti tlje 
iEiicid, is more circumstantial than any other writer alx;ut 
his death. He mentions no autliority for those things said 
and done, between three and four centuries before hiiii, wJiicli 
Nepos, in his own age, and Plutarch and Pausanias, alter 
Ijiii}, evidently did not quite believe ; yet his story has bewi 
jjenerally given as authentic by modem wiilcrs, Plutaich, 
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CHAP, Under these circumstances of the battle, botli 
* — ' sities claimed the victory ; each army raised its 
Her^r undisturbed by the other; each remained 

c. 5. s. 27. in possession of some of the enemy's dead ; and 
Lis.p^sos. neither would immediately solicit the bodies. 
But the slain of the Lacedaemonian side seem to 
have been not only more numerous, but of higher 
rank, cavalry and heavy-armed, whereas those 
of the Theban side, remaining in the enemy’s 
power, were mostly light-armed, or targeteers. 
Shortly therefore the Lacedaemonians, yielding 
to what was esteemed a most serious duty, sent 
their herald, with the usual solicitation ; and, after 
this acknowlegement, the Thebans also sent their 
herald to make the same request. 

Xfn. Hfi. ‘ Universal expectation,' says the cotemporary 
s. historian, ‘ was strangely deceived by this event 

‘ of so great a battle. Almost all Greece being 
‘ met in arms, there was nobody who did not 
‘ suppose that the victors would in future com- 
‘ mand, and the defeated must obey. But God,’ 
he continues, ‘ decided otherwise. Each party 
‘ claimed the victory, and neither gained any 
‘ advantage : territory, town, or dominion, was 
‘ acquired by neither; but indecision, and trouble, 
‘ and confusion, more than even before that battle, 
‘ pervaded Greece.’ Tired then with the sad 

tale 

in hit Life of Agesilaus, has quoted earlier authors ; a cir- 
cumstance which may, more than any other, excite regret 
for the loss of bis Life of Epameinondas. For those circum- 
stances,' reported by Diodorus, which, being probable in them- 
selves, are in any degree confirmed by Nepos and Plutarch, 
neither of w'honi has copied him, or which afford probable 
illustration of the cotemporaiy historian’s concise narrative, 
reasonable credit will be allowed. 
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tale of his country’s woes, which, in the vain hope 
of better times, he had »ow, from early youth 
to advanced age, been solicitously observing, ho 
concludes his historical narrative: ‘Thus. far,’ 
he says, ‘ suffice it for me to have related : fol- 
* lowing events, perhaps, will interest soipe other 
‘ writer.’ 



SECTION VIII, 

General Pacification ; Lacrdamon excluded: Troubles in Ar- 
cadia; Interference rf Thebes: Tiacs of Agrsiluiis. Ajluirs 
of the East: War of Evagoras with tersia: Rebellion of 
the Persian Maritime Provinces. Ecpedilion of Agesilaus to 
Egifpt : Death of Agesilaus : Distraction together of the 
Aristocratical and Democratical Interests in Greece, and 
DissoluJicn of the aiUient System of Grecian Confederacy. 

It is a most critical moment at which we lose the s?:rT. 
invaluable guidance of Xenophon, in the maze 
of Grecian allairs. According to Diodorus and i.vj. 
Plutarch, the fermentation, in which the indeci- p®® 
sive battle of Mantineia left things, was presently Agesii. 
stilled by a general peace ; to the terms of which 
Lacedtemon alone refused accession. How the 
adverse republics w'ere brought to a temper for 
pacification, those writers, little curious about such 
matters, leave untold ; but a collation of the me- 
morials of the times will afford, in a great degree, 
the information to be desired. We have already 
learnt from Xenophon, that the term limited for 
the service of the Theban, and other northern 
forces, was near expiring, when the battle was 
fought; and we have had numerous occasions to 
A A 4 
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CHAP, see how usual it was for the armies of the Grecian 
^xxyiir^ confederacies, without a peace, without even a 
truce, to 'Separate after a battle. It seems then 
certain that, when the credit and abilities of 
Epameinondas were gone, the Theban influence 
instantly sunk, and the bonds which held the 
Theban confederacy together were so slackened, 
that it verged rapidly toward dissolution. That 
fear therefore, of the preponderance of Thebes, 
which had united the opposing republics, soon 
dissipated : and, some of them, especially Athens, 
driven, by the dread of a rival democracy, to 
connect itself with the opponents of that interest 
of which it had been formerly the head, became 
Dcmosth. now rather apprehensive of the superiority which 
NcgTiop. niight return to Lacedasmon and the aristbcratical 
cause. Under these circumstances, opportunity 
for negotiation would be obvious. The states of 
the Theban confederacy persevered then in insist- 
ing upon the independency of Mcssenia. Those 
of the Lacedaemonian, Lacedaemon itself only ex- 
cepted, holding themselves no longer interested, 
as before, to oppose this, some perhaps gladly, 
and the rest after no long controversy, consented. 
Thus peace appears to have been concluded; 
Lacedaemon alone remaining at war, nominally 
with all the republics of the Theban confederacy. 

This relic of war, however, was of no very 
t^^tening aspect ; if, by the terms of the treaty 
betw'een the other states of the two confederacies, 
Dici. i.is .the armies on both sides were, as Diodorus 
c 94 .p. 507 . to be dissolved, and the troops to return 

to their several homes. Nevertheless the fear of 

exciting 
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exciting united energy anew, among the inimical sfiCT. 
states, appears to have prevented any immediate . . 

effort of the Lacedsmoiiians against Messenia. 

The first insuing transactions in Greece, noticed 
by the compiler whom we must now follow, which 
he attributes to the year after that of the battle 
of Mantineia, indicate a prevailing disposition, 
in the leading republics, to rest under the existing 
state of things; tho the uneasiness of a large 
number of unfortunate, and perhaps many injured 
men, urged them still to seek commotion. On 
the union of Arcadia, the inhabitants of several 
villages had been compelled, as we have formerly 
seen, to quit their residences, and migrate to the 
new capital. Megalopolis. Dissatisfied with the Oiod. 1. 15. 

^ ^ . , Ct 94. 1). 507 

change, they now claimed, under that article of 
the treaty of peace, which required the return of 
all the troops, on both sides, to their respective 
homes, to go themselves and rebccupy their 
antient country residences. The leading men 
in Megalopolis vehemently opposed this. We 
might be at a loss for the motives of each party, 
had we not seen a solution of the difficulty in cii. %. j. 1. 
Xenophon’s account of the dispersion and re- ci.. i;?. s.2. 
assembling of the Mantiiieians. Those of the 
inhabitants of Megalopolis, on whom the violence 
had been put, or the chief of them, were landed 
men, accustomed to live independently upon their 
estates, nearly as the smaller barons in the feudal 
times of western Eurojje’*; of course attached to 

the 

** Something of the same kind is said to sul)si.st, with 
many relics of heroic manners, among the jMainotfs, in the 
Peloponnesian mountains, at this day; whose chiefs, living 

in 
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CHAP, the aristocratical interest. The uneasiness of such 

men, on being separated from their property, to 
become members of the multitude in a town, and 
there observed with jealousy by that multitude, 
instigated by leaders their political enemies, may 
be easily conceived. They addressed solicitations 
to Mantineia, Elis, and all the aristocratical re- 
publics, to support them in their construction of 
the late treaty. Upon this the democratical chiefs 
applied to Thebes. Energy, with a disposition to 
pursue the pplicy of their late illustrious general, 
so remained in the councils there, that Pam- 
menes, a principal friend of Epameinondas, was 
sent, at the head of three thousand heavy armed, 
into Arcadia. None then stirring in favor of the 
unfoitunate country-gentlemen, as we should call 
them in England, they were compelled to submit 
to the commands imposed upon them ; and the 
more effectually to obviate a renewal of their 
attempt to secede from the city, their country 
residences were destroyed”. 

In 

in castic-fasliioned houses, lod^e the stranger, hospitably 
received, as in Homer's time, under the sounding portal, vv 
ai6ovff'y Odyss. 1 . 3. v. 399. 

According to our editions of Diodorus, the application 
of the Megalopolitans was to Athens, and Pammenes was an 
Athenian general, and the three thousand heavy-armed under 
him were Athenians. Wesseling however has expressed a 
suspicion of tliis passage : ‘ Demiror,' he says, ‘ Demosthenem, 
‘.^r. de Megalopolit. nihil horum attingere.' Thus admo- 
nished by Wesseling to look into that oration, it has appeared 
to me fully implied that, to the time when it was delivered^ 
the Atlienian government never had interfered in the aftkirs 
of the Megalopolitans. Nor anywhere, but in this passage of 
Diodorus, do we find the name of Pammenes as an Athenian 
general. But Pammenes, tlie I'heban general and statesman, 
is mentioned, not by Diodorus only, as a man of great emi- 
nence, 
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In this State of things, the situation of the aged 
king of Lacedaemon, Agesilaus, who had begun 
to reign when Lacedaemon was arbitress of 
Greece, and had himself gone far to make her 
arbitress of Asia, could not but be highly uneasy. 
Plutarch has ineptly enough censured him for not 
resting on his humiliated throne. Rest, in any 
security, is little likely to have been in his choice ; 
and Plutarch’s apology for him, subjoined to the 
censure, appears far better founded than the cen- 
sure itself : ‘ He thought it,’ says the biographer, 
‘ unworthy of him, even at his age, to sit down in 
‘ Sparta, w'aiting for death, and doing nothing for 
* the public.’ In truth a Spartan king could ilo 
little for the public, at home, in peace, unless tlie 
public good might require his interference in poli- 
tical intrigue, and his influence might make such 
interference effectual, to control the ephors. Age- 
silaus however, notwithstanding the misfortunes 
of his reign, which adverse circumstances, and 
extraordinary talents among the enemies of his 

country 

nence, but also by Pausaiiias and Plutarcb, and l)y PausiUiias 
especially as having held the conimand-in-chiel' on an occa- 
sion when the affairs of Mcgalo|>o!i.s were settled, and the 
security of that new establishiiieiit provided for. Considering 
then the circumstances of Greece at tlie time, and in times 
immediately preceding and following, as far as they are made 
known to us, there seems no nwin for <loiibt hat 'I'hehes, 
ratlierthai) Athens, would be the stale to which the iMega- 
lopolitans would apply for support, and the state most likelv 
to be able and ready to give it. From 1 hebesinderd it woold 
be almost matter of course, but from /Vihens little likelx to 
come. Altogether then it appears so indicated liiat the name 
Adsmiovc has crept into this passage, of our copies oi Diodorus, 
through the ignorance, or careie..ssness of traij.scriljers, lor 
that 1 have thought myself warraiiteil, staling tliu.s 
my grounds, to |ircfer the reading for which IVesseling hai 
furnished the suggestion. 


SECT. 
VI I J. 
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CHAP, country produced, appears to have had extensive 
xxyni. estimatibn in his own and the followiug age, as a 
wise man and an able politician At this Hmp 
his party was prevalent in Lacedaemon; and, tho 
approaching his eightieth year, his constitution of 
vigorous, and his mind still enter- 
prizing. Still therefore himself the life and soul 
of the Lacedajmonian administration, he directed 
his views to raise his fallen country. Arid espe- 
cially it seems to have been his anxious purpose 
to recover Messenia. Military strength was not 
yet so much wanting to Lacedmmon, as revenue 
Xen.Ai:csL to give energy to that strength. Every method, 
Ageiii!' ’ therefore, that the circumstances of the times 
would allow, was taken for raising money. Accord- 
ing to Plutarch, loans from individuals seem to 
have been the principal resource ; and the credit 
of Agesilaus what chiefly gave this any eflicacy. 
To soothe and reconcile the Perioecians, those 
Laconians of the provincial towns, whom the 
tyrannical oligarchy of the Spartans had alienated, 
would of course be an important object ; and it 
was probably a measure of policy, with this point 
in view, and not of base resentment, as Plutarch 
would have it, to grant hereditary honors and 
privileges to Anticrates, a Laconian, who was 
said to have given Epameinondas his mortal 
wound. Possibly it may not have been very 
clearly ascertained by whom, or how, in the 
tumult of close action, with confusion already 

begun 

>* Thus Isocrates, when it was his purpose to select, for 
example, men of the highest reputation for wisdom : 'Ayne-t- 
Xaot 0 ilw Or. ad PUlip. 

p. 364. ed. Auger. 
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b6gcui in the IjicedseinoniRn huCj tlint woiiud w&8 
given; but, among the different reports trans* 
mitted to us, what Plutarch has preserved deserves 
notice: ‘ The historian Dioscorides,’ he says, 

* relates that the Laconian Anticrates struct 
‘ Epameinondas with a spear; but the descend- 

* ante of Anticrates bear still, among the Lace- 
‘ dsemonians, the surname of Maihairion, from 
‘ the machaira (a small sword) with which, as 
‘ they affirm, %e gave the fatal blow; and the 
‘ hereditary exemption from taxes, granted on the 
‘ occasion, is at this day injoyed by Callicrates, 

‘ the head of the family,’ 

Matters were thus preparing, in Lacedsmon, 
for the Messenian war, and the great mind of 
Agesilaus was bent upon wearing out its last 
energy in that narrow held, to which the pressure 
of adverse circumstances had reduced and still 
urged his attention, when events occurred in the 
East, seeming to offer prospect of a nobler kind. 
Egypt had been so long in revolt, so far successful 
against the Persian empire, that the largest part 
of that rich country, or perhaps the whole, was 
nearly settled into an independent monarchy. 
But the Egyptian kings (for so they are called by 
all the Grecian writers, tho rebels in the contem- 
plation of the Persian court) were watchful of 
opportunities for advantageous forein connections, 
and for means of providing diversion for the 
Persian arms. Success, in one province, afforded 
ineburagement for those who held command in 
others, toward the extremities of the empire, to 
assert independency. Of these none was more 

invited. 
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CHap. invited, by situation and circumstances, than the 
xwiir. ^ ^ 

V — i-- friend of the Athenian people, Evagoras tyrant of 

Salamis in Cyprus ; whom we have seen acquiring 
his dominion as a hero, and administering it as a 
patriot, but still holding it in tributary vassalage 
under the Persian monarch. The great object of 
Evagoras was to unite the extensive iland of 
Cyprus under his authority. The people of three 
piodor. principal towns, Amathus, Citium, and Soli, or at 
least a powerful party in each, opposed this. If 
they injoyed liberty in any security, in their muni- 
cipal governments under Persian protection, their 
opposition may have been not unreasonable ; for, 
tho the administration of Evagoras was just and 
liberal, and anxiously directed to the cultivation 
of popularity, yet it was, even according to the 
cotemporary Athenian rhetorician, his panegyrist, 
isocrat. ad Completely despotic ; the prince not only chose 
p!'m & 68 . his counsellors, and appointed all magistrates, but 
made laws, and exercised judicial powers ; so that 
he was master of the lives and fortunes of his 
subjects. Isocrates, if indeed he was author of 
the oration to Nicocles, has not scrupled to say 
that this was not only a better government than 
p. 110& oligarchy or democracy, but the best of govern- 
ments. The administration may indeed easily 
have been preferable to that of many of the 
Grecian republics ; and thus men of property were 
induced to migrate from various parts, to live 
under the benign administration of Evagoras. But 
the Solians, Citians, and Amathusians, neverthe- 
less considering, that the character of such a 
government depended upon the life of one man, 

and 
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and the chance of what his successor might be, 
were unwilling to change existing advantages, 
under a despotic scepter seldom interfering with 
them, for the precarious benefits to be derived 
from the merit of an absolute prince within their 
iland. Evagoras nevertheless persisted in mea- 
sures, whether by his own arms, or by supporting 
a party favorable to his views, for bringing those 
people under his dominion; and the adverse 
party, otherwise unable to resist, solicited protec- 
tion from Persia. 

The danger of losing the command of Cyprus, 
so critically situated for intercepting the most im- 
portant maritime communication of the empire, 
alarmed the Persian court ; and it was resolved to 
repress the growing power of the Salaminian 
prince by force, if he refused obedience to com- 
mands. Evagoras however had prepared himself, 
by other means than the scanty resources which 
Cyprus afforded, for supporting his measures, and 
prosecuting his views. He had formed a close 
connection with the wealthy king of Egypt, Acoris ; 
he had great interest among the Asiatic Grecian 
towns, and he had carried successful intrigue 
among the Persian provinces bordering on the 
Mediterranean. Hecatomnus, who is styled, not 
satrap, but prince or lord of Caria, a powerful 
vassal of the empire, apparently of Grecian lineage, 
wishing for opportunity to follow his example, 
secretly assisted him with money : Cilicia, and 
great part of Phenicia, were ripe for revolt. 
Knowing then the usual slowness of the Persian 
councils, he resolved not to wait till the force of 

the 
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c H'A F. the empire should be collected to attack him in 
xxviii. Cyprus, but endevor to raise business for its arms 
B-C. that might prevent such attack. His successes at 
first seemed to justify the boldness of his plan. 
01 . KM). ” Cilicia joining him, he carried the war immediately 
into Phenicia ; ravaged and plundered thp adverse 
part of that rich province, and took Tyre by 
storm. 

Whether these actions were really more briW 
liant than the plan altogether was judicious, whe- 
ther they did not compel the slothful government 
of Persia to an exertion of its preponderant force, 
which by quieter measures might have been 
avoided, our information is too deficient to inable 
us fairly to decide. At length, however, an army 
inocr, T-»ac. to the amount, according to Diodorus, of three 
Di!dor.* hundred thousand horse and foot, and a fleet of 
1 . 15. v>.i6o. tJiree hundred triremes, were collected for the 
Cyprian war. Evagoras’s fleet, only ninety tri- 
remes, of which twenty were Phenician, venturing 
a battle, was defeated. Driven then to the de- 
fence of his iland, his landforce was little able to 
withstand the numbers that, with the sea open, 
could be poured in upon him. After resistance 
ably protracted beyond expectation, besieged in 
Salamis, disappointed in the amount of support 
received from the king of Egypt, on the verge of 
utter ruin, he was relieved by intrigue among the 
Persian officers. Teribazus, the commander-in- 
chief, accused by Orontas, the general next under 
him, of misconduct and disaflection, was removed. 

Political 

" This date is thus nearly ascertained by two passages in 
the panegyrical oration of Isocrates, p. 250 & 374. t. 3. 
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Political necessity then urged Orontas, advanced sect. 
to the chief command, to put an early end to 'a . 
war, which had already cost the Persian court, 
according to Isocrates, more than ten millions 
sterling ’* ; and, doubting the power of his arms, 
he proposed a treaty. Evagoras thus, tho com- 
pelled to surrender all his acquisitions, preserved 
the dominion of Salamis ; holding it indeed as a 
dependence of the empire, and paying a specified 
yearly tribute, but allowed, by compact, the proud 
privilege to communicate with his sovercin as a 
king with a king’’. This dominion and dignity 
he held till his death, and transmitted as an inhe- 
ritance to his family. His eldest son, says the 
ootemporary Athenian orator, was styled king, 
and the titles of prince and princess distinguished 
his younger sons and his daughters*®. It is by 
three extant tracts of that respectable writer, ad- 
dressed to Nicocles, eldest son and successor of 
Evagoras, who seems to have maintained his 

father’s 

** i livfiet rafiaila- Isocr. Evag. p. 3®8. 1. 9 . 

We have observed, in Xenophon’s accounts, something 
very like feudal vassalage, in the tenure of principalities and 
lord^ftiips under the Persian empire. Diodorus’.^ words ex- 
press the same thing, as nearly perhaps as it could easily be 
expressed in the words, and according to the idciis, of a 
people, among whom the thing had not obtained. The terms 
required of Evagoras by Teribazus were, that, reigning in 
Salamis only, riXp tS tlifO'ut xeil' ftftt ufifitttot, 

xM vo<q TO Xffo^ef^o/untf JevXtC herrarn- ^ "The tcrni.H 
granted by Orontas, tv; xcu to» if 

htatau fifor, *a 3 ’ inentit, xad iTaxeviif 
H'Ram. ^ ^ 

** TSi if alrav yttafiimf wiirm iMnotf ini/iOff 

Vfo^etytfiveftinii, oMm tm /ait xafiov/ainr, 

rat y Iwcr. Evag. p. 31 t. 
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CHAP., fatlier's connectioo of alliance and citizenship with 
XX Yin, Athenian people, tliat we derive our principal 
infbmtation concoming £vag(»as, and the im- 
portant transactkms in which he had so great a 
share 

Thus Cyprus was preserved to the Persian 
empire. But, in reducing one rebellion, another, 
far more extensive and dangerous, was prepared. 
Gaos, who commanded the fleet, was son-in-law 
of Teribazus. Apprehensive that he should be 
involved in his father’s ruin, he revolted, and 
joined Acoris in Egypt. In the deflciency of the 
Persian government at this time, in proportion as 
the fidelity of its officers was liable to be ill re- 
warded, treason and rebellion were little scrupled 
among them : its frequent weakness in pardoning 
incouraged offence, while its misdirected severity 
ch.ss.«.i. took away the just confidence of integrity; and 
ch.’ 24 .i. 3 . war allowed, or even encouraged, between the 

of this Hist. • 11 

governors 01 its provinces, was ever ready to be 
turned against the throne itself. Some years after 
’ *504 r^uction of Cyprus, according to Diodorus, 
B.C^sGs! about the time of the battle of Mantiaeia, a re- 
01. 104 . 7. bejiiQu Qf all the western maritime provinces broke 

out, 

Diodorus, according to our copies of bim, affirms that 
Evagoras was assassinated by a eunuch, named Nicocles, who 
obtained possession of his kingdom : but the annotators have 
supposed error ia the transcription of that passage, tho they 
would support it, as far as regards the assassination of 
Ev^ras, from a passage in Aristotle’s Politics, (b. 5. c. 10.) 
which possibly some readers may think as doubtful as the 
passage which it is proposed to correct by it. Indeed the 
suspicion may appear not wholly unfounded, and the known 
incorrectnes with which Aristotle’s works have been trans- 
mitted may tend at least to excuse it, that the true r^ing 
stated the eunuch to have been killed by Evagoras, instead of 
Evagoras by the eunuch. 
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out, in which Orontas himself ingaged, with several sect. 
odier great officers of the empire. Among the ■ . 

leaders, beside Orontas, who was satrap of Mysia, 
ivere Ariobarzanes, satrap of Phrygia, Autophra- 
dates, of Lydia, and Mausolus, who had succeeded Slrabn, 
his father Hecatomnus in the principality of Caria ; '' * ‘ 
and the historian names, as people joining in it, 
the Lycians, Peisidians, Pamphylians, CiJicians, 

Syrians, Phenicians, and all the Asian Greeks. 

Matters had been concerted with Tachos, now king 
of Egypt, who was to give his utmost assistance. 

But through the faithlessness of the chiefs toward 
oneanother, what was immediately most formid- 
able in this rebellion quickly subsided. Orontas, 
elected general of the confederacy, immediately 
betrayed it; and in consequence, all Lesser Asia 
again yielded obedience to the Persian king. 
Reomithres, appointed to command fifty ships, 
and intrusted with a large sum of money to coope- 
rate with Tachos, [wrehased his own pardon with 
a part of the money, all the ships, and the heads 
of many of his associates. This treachery inabled 
the king’s officers quickly to recover Svria^*. 

Then 

That these were not improbable circumstances, tho we 
have them only from Diodorus, may he gathered from what 
Xenophon relates of Persian afl'airs, in his account of the 
expedition 'of Cyrus. Nevertheless the omi.ssion of all men- 
tion of them, in his panegyric of Age.'^ilaus, may excite a 
doubt if the revolt was quite so extensive, or at least so com- 
plete, as the account of Diodorus has represented it. Xenophon 
however mentions the flight of the king of Sicwn, 

which marks revolt there; and Isocrates shows that a dis- 
position to revolt was extensive among the maritime provinces. 

We shall, in the sequel, find it also lasting. 

• B B 2 
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CHAP. Jhen Tachos became apprehensive that the 

"YWITI 

> . concentered strength of the Persian empire would 

be exerted against himself. Long before the 
time of the younger Cyrus, we have seen Grecian 
mercenary troops in extensive request in the 
eastern countries ; and the retreat of the Cyreian 
Greeks, and the successes afterward of Agesilaus 
in Asia, would tend to increase the opinion of 
their value. The Athenian general Chabrias, 
among the first in reputation of this active age, 
had been at one time ingaged in the service of 
Diodor. Aooris, prcdecessor of Tachos. With Lacedse- 
i.i5.p.4n. Tachos himself had alliance, not without 
some claim of gratitude for assistance afforded. 
xen.Ages. In the general pacification which had followed an 
C.S.5.S9. lasting war in Greece, troops of 

superior value, and commanders of experience, 
c.*. S.S8. might probably be readily obtained. Tachos 
applied to Lac^semonfor a general, making large 
offers to Agesilaus, if he would himself undertake 
the command-in-chief of his numerous army; 
and he ingaged Chabrias to command his fleet, 
consisting, according to Diodorus, of two hundred 
triremes. Among the numbers whom the cessa- 
tion of war in Greece had left without employment 
and without income, a large body of troops was 
easily raised. 

It may seem, on first, view, an extravagant re- 
solution, for a prince of the age of Agesilaus, to 
undertake the command of forces for a. forein 
aoverein, at such a distance from his own country : 
but if we consider the situation of a king of Lace- 

dsmdn, 
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daemon, in peace, at home, it will not appear so sect. 
wonderful that, retaining strength and activity, it 
should be his choice. His views indeed, as they 
are reported by Xenophon, were extensive, and 
seem to car^ some indication of an intention not 
to return to Greece ; where his part of the di- 
vided royalty of Lacedaemon, little inviting for 
him, might well be administered by his son, 
Archidamus. Agesilaus, says the philosopher, X'l' 
his friend, was pleased with the proposal from 
Tachos, because he thought, by the same expe- 
dition, he might requite the Egyptians for benefits 
conferred on Lacedaemon ; he might once more 
rescue the Asian Greeks from the Persian domi- 
nion j and he should have the satisfaction of 
revenge against the Persian king, whose support 
to the enemies, while he called himself still the 
ally of Lacedaemon, was the cause of the loss 
of Messenia. The Lacedaemonian government 
approved the measure; induced apparently by 
the prospect, that means to be furnished by the 
friendship of the king of Egypt, and perhaps in- 
creased by the spoil of Persian provinces, might 
lead to the recovery of Messenia ; an inducement 
possibly still assisted by the hope afforded, to 
powerful families, of partaking in the spoil ; for, 
according to the practice on former occasions, 
thirty Spartans were either appointed by the go- ;>‘- 
vemment, or chosen by Agesilaus, for his coun- 
sellors and attendants on the expedition, not, 
probably, without expectation of sharing its re- 
wards. 
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CHAP. Whether the age and infirmities of the king 

xxvHi. Artjixerxes, or what else impeded the exertions 
of the Persian government, the measures against 
Egypt were slow, and little vigorous. Tachos 
therefore resolved, instead of waiting Tor invasion, 
still to prosecute, as far as circumstances would 
allow, the plan concerted with the discontented 
in the maritime provinces, and carry the War into 
Phenicia and Syria. But, with the relief of his 
fears, a change took place in his disposition to- 
ward his supporters. Instead of the command- 
in-chief of all his forces, by the promise of which 
he had engaged Agesilaus in his service, he al- 
lowed that prince only the subordinate command 
of the Grecian mercenaries ; and committing the 
deet to Chabrias, he assumed the nominal com- 
mand-in-chief himself. What followed, barely 
touched upon by Xenophon, is variously, and 
very imperfectly and confusedly, reported by later 
writers^’. According to Plutarch, Agesilaus sub- 
mitted to attend the Egyptian prince into Syria, 
and, together with Chabrias, bore long, tho im- 
patiently, his ignorance, petulance, and neglect. 
Notwithstanding however the diarges of Grecian 
writers against him, we may conceive it very 
possible that some good, and even necessary, 
policy may in part at least have directed the con- 
duct of Tachos. Nevertheless what very shortly 
followed marks some great i|^ciency. While he 

was 

“ For the circumstances of the Egyptian war, very slightly 
touched upon by Xenophon, and evidently ill-related by 
Diodorus, apparently we may best trust Plutarch. His 
arcouiit,' (he most particular remaining to us, is the' most 
coherent, and must eonsisiciit with Xenophon’s. 
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was meditotmg conquest in Syria, two competitors s r. a t. 
for his throne arose in Egypt ; and presently he 
was so deserted by his people, that he took refuge ' ^ 

in Sidon. Agesilaus and Chabrias then, courted 
on all sides, made no difficulty of abando ning 
Tachos. Between the other two claimants, even 
Xenophon’s expression implies that they were 
decided by the more advantageous offer**. Nec- 
tanabis, a near kinsman of Tachos, had been the 
first to revolt. But his opponent, if we may judge 
from the support he received from the Egyptian 
people, had the fairer pretensions. A hundred 
thousand men presently attended his standard. 

Pmrhaps that very support was his ruin. It led 
him to hold himself high, and to neglect the 
Greeks, or treat them with haughtiness. Agesilaus 
and Chabrias were thus decided to join Nectana- 
bis ; a man possessing apparently neither ability 
nor courage, tlio otherwise not without virtue. 

Little able either to estimate the value of Grecian 
troops, or to face danger with them, he superin- 
duced great danger by impeding their exertions. 

The pressure of his opponent’s superiority, how- 
ever, at length, compelled him to yield himself 
wholly to the guidance of Agesilaus and Chabrias. 

Grecian valor and discipline and science then xm. Aao. 
prevailed agmnst the irregular multitude of the pj; 
enemy, and Nectanabis was seated on the Egyji- , , 

timi throne. The reward to the Lacedaemonian 

king 

One was, according to Xenophon’s phrase, fum'Miif, 
litterally o Cnxkhater ; tte other fiXtAXs', « Gneklwer. 
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CHAP, king and the Athenian admiral, from a prince 
xxvirt. jjy testimony of the Greek historians, 
showed himself not wanting in probity or gene- 
rosity, might perhaps best be estimated by what 
has been obtained, in modern times, by merit, on 
parallel occasions, with the princes of Hindostan. 
Cotemporary and later writers agree that it was 
large**. 

Tho Agesilaus was thus finally successful in 
Egypt, yet all the alluring prospects in Asia, 
which seem principally to have led him to ingage 
in that distant expedition, were completely closed 
by the unforeseen turn which things had taken. 
Xcii.Ages. His view therefore reverted to Greece; and it 
Fiut. vi't. became again the great object of his indefatigable 
mind, to recover yet, before he died, that better 
half of what had been, for two centuries, the 
territory of Lacedasmon, and ravished from it 
since he had been Lacedaemon’s king. In mid- 
winter he sailed ; anxious, says Xenophon, that 
no part of the following summer should be un- 
employed against the enemies of his country: 
but, sickening on the voyage, he put into a port 

of 

It appears difficult to account for the numerous instances 
in which we find Diodorus differing from Xenophon about the 
names, as well as the actions, of Xenophon's coteroporaries. 
According to him, it was Tacbos himself that Agesilaus and 
Chabrias restored to the Egyptian throne, instead of placing 
his competitor Nectanabis upon it If we could suppose for 
a moment, that it was possible Xenophon could be so grossly 
misinformed, yet Plutarch's account, more detailed than that 
of Diodorus, would suffice to restore hi$ credit. Books, when 
Diodorus wrote, were dear, cumbersome, and troublesome to 
consult ; and hence, perhaps, compilers, who consulted many, 
might sometimes ^ tempted to trust too much to memoiy, 
in giving form to their materials. 
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of the Cyrenai'c territory, and died there ♦*. His skct. 
body, imbalmed in wax, it is said, because honey, . ■ 

according to the established ceremonial for the 
Lacedsmonian kings, could not be immediately 
procured, was carried to Sparta, and, with the 
usual regal honors, there intombed. 

Archidamus, son of Agcsilaus, whom we have 
already seen often commanding the armies, suc- 
ceeded to his father’s share of the divided throne 
of Lacedaemon. That prince had, on many trying 
occasions, earned the glory of personal valor ; but 
he seems to have possessed with it rather the 
quiet prudence of Archidamus, his grandfather, 
than the enterprizing abilities of Agesilaus. Nor 
was this alone what checked the prosecution of 
the purposes of the late king. The defection of 
the Perioecian Laconians, and the incouragement 
offered for the flight of the numerous slaves, on 
whose labor Lacedajmon depended for subsistence, 
had induced the necessity of employing merce- 
nary forces. The connections which Agesilaus 
had formed in his Asiatic command, furnished 
means to assist the deficient treasury of the state, 
in supporting these. We learn incidentally, from xen. A(:r!i. 
Xenophon, that the powerful prince of Caria, c * ® 
Mausolus, secretly an enemy, tho vassal of the 
Persian king, was among the wealthy friends who 
afforded him pecuniary support. After his death 
these means would probably fail. The riches 

however 

“ According to Plutarch, Agesilaus lived eighty-four years, 
of which he reigned forty-one. Xenophon, tho perwinally 
acquainted with him, does not undertake to so precise; he 
says Agesilaus was about eighty, "hen he 

went to ligypt. 
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lio#ever whidi he left, the fhut apparenti; of the 
xxyiti. Egyptian expediticHi, seem to have been o(nsider> 
able. All the aristocratical rq>uUks of Pelopoii> 
nestts, moreover, Elis, Phlius, the Achakn cities, 
and some of the Arcadian, a'ere deeply interested 
in the support of Lacedsmon. But the ruling 
parties in Argos, and more than half Arcadia, 
with some smaller states, reckoned their means 
for existence, in their several countries, to depend 
on the maintenance of the restored common- 
wealth of Messenia. Beyond the peninsula, 
Thebes was ever ready in the same cause, and 
Athens was a very uncertain ally to Lacedaemon. 
Under these circumstances, apparently, it be- 
hooved the Lacedaemonian government to direct 
its utmost endevors toward the preservation of its 
own peace, and of the general political quiet of 
Greece ; and, in peace, to direct its views toward 
the conciliation of the Perioecian Laconians, and 
the preservation and increase of its diminished 
stock of daves, by wh(nn the agriculture was 
carried on, through which Lacedaemon existed. 
Thus the Messaiian country was finally lost to 
the Lacedsnnonians; and the Messenimi state, 
tho not acknowledged by Lac^laemon, became 
effedtardly reestablished, as an independent mem- 
ber of the Greek nation. 

The prei^inence,* the onpire, as at was often 
cdkd, which Ijacedaemon so long held in Greece^ 
had been, some time since, abolished, by those 
treaties, to which Lacedaemon was a party, con- 
ceding equality with her, in military command, tp 
afl the states of her confederacy. It was now, 
6 by 
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by the loss of the best half of her territory, and sfeCT. 
the establishment of a democratical common- . 
wealth, there, ^llectually destroyed. A great 
change was thus made in the system of Grecian 
pditics. A leading state no longer existed in 
Pdoponnesns ; a head of the aristocratical interest 
no lobger existed in Greece. With the fall of 
Thebes, at the same time, whose extraordinary 
sadden elevation had checked the progress of 
Athens toward a recoveiy of empire through a 
leading influence among the democratical states, 
the democratical interest remained also divided 
and without a head. The constitution of Greece 
at large, before bad, by these changes became 
worse ; the antient system of confederacy was 
dissolved, and no new system arose : a jealousy, 
just as far as it was directed to obviate an over- 
bearing superiority, but, in its extreme, adverse to 
all system, order, and peace, became the prevail- 
ing political passion. Hostilities indeed, upon 
any considerable scale, were, through general 
lassitude and weakness, suspended. Thus, tho 
Lacedmmon gained opportunity to breathe, and 
recover herself within her remaining narrow terri- 
tory, yet ‘ indecision, and trouble, and confusion,’ 
in Xenophon’s phrase, already noticed, ‘ were 
‘ widely spred over the nation.' 
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SECTION IX. 


Ilbutration of the state cf Greece: Seditions, in Argos, 
Phials, Corinth, M^ra, Sicyon, Phtius, Thessabj: Pros- 
jwnYy, of Megara, Cos, Skyon, Rhodes, the Asiatic CitUs : 
Circumstances promoting the cultivation of Science, Arts, at^ 
Commerce: Prosperity rf Athens: Memorials tf Xenophon. 


CHAP. 

xxvin. 


In pursuing history through the most interesting 
age of the Grecian republics ; that age in which 
their political importance, among the affairs of 
nations, was greatest ; while, among themselves, 
the display of great abilities and great characters 
innobled often the contest, with small forces, for 
small objects ; and the perfection of science, art, 
and fine taste, made them, for all posterity, objects 
of attention, respect, and admiration; we have 
the advantage of the guidance of two cotemporary 
writers, of very superior abilities, and very superior 
opportunities of information. Nevertheless, those 
writers both composing their histories in banish- 
ment, suffered from democratical policy, we might 
fear to be. misled by some bias thence arising, if 
the concurrent voice of antiquity did not speak to 
the extraordinary impartiality of one; and if, 
beside the high character of the other, supported 
by the internal evidence of his narrative, testi- 
mony strongly confirming what, in. that narrative, 
most presses upon his political opponents, did not 
remain to us from cotemporaries, some adverse to 
his politics, and some adverse to himself. Occa- 
sion has already occurred to observe, that Xeno- 
phon, deeply interested in the political events of 

his 
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his age, and directing his principal attention to 
those, vrhich particularly affected either Athens or 
Lacedaemon, has omitted notice of transactions, 
among the inferior republics, of some importance 
toward the modem reader’s knowledge of the state 
of the country at large. Where Xenophon fails 
us, the account of Diodorus will seldom be quite 
satisfactory ; yet some details, which he has pre- 
served, will deserve notice, for confirmation of what 
Xenophon has reported, most adverse to repub- 
lican principles and practice, whether democra- 
tical or oligarchal, and for what they add toward 
a completion of the general picture of the country. 

In the contest for the sovereinty of Greece, 
when Lacedajmon, by the overbearing confederacy 
of the democratical interest against her, was 
humbled; when Thebes, from oppression and 
servitude, rose at once to a degree of imperial 
preeminence; when, afterward, Arcadia would 
first contest that preeminence with Thebes, and 
then assert equality with Lacedmmon ; we may 
wonder where was the antient pride of Argos, and 
why her power, formerly so considerable, and her 
energy in opposition to Lacedaemon, commonly 
so ready, scarcely has occurred to historical 
notice. In the sUence of Xenophon, on this sub- 
ject, the information which we find from Diodorus 
is valuable. 

Diodorus refers to the second year of the un 
dred and second olympiad, a sedition, with exe- 
cutions insuing, such as, he says, were never else- 
where known among the Greeks. The mMner, 
he proceeds, was thus. The form of the Argian 

* /T/wArniTIPnt 
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Diod. 1. 15. 
c.57.p.487. 
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e-HAP. govenime|iit being democratical, some ambitious 
men proposed to raise themselves to power, by 
exciting the multitude against those of principal 
authority, influence, and estimation, in the com- 
monwealth. These had ruled, hitherto, through 
popular favor. But the opposition drove them 
to contrary politics; and, at length, finding 
their situation uneasy and alarming in extreme, 
they resolved upon the hazardous expedient of 
attempting a revolution, and establishing oligardiy. 
Before, however, they could prepare their plot for 
execution, suspicion of it arose among the popular 
party, and the most suspected were seized and put 
to the torture. The chiefs of the conspiracy then, 
aware of the hasty, unscrupulous and unmerciful 
temper of popular sovereinty, to avoid greater 
misery, instantly destroyed themselves. 

The death of these men however, and the insuing 
confiscation of their property, rather excited than 
satisfied the cruel jealousy and avarice of the 
multitude. One of those under the rack having 
named thirty others, as privy to the conspiracy, 
the popular assembly, soverein, judge, and party, 
without form of trial, sent all to the executioner, 
and ordered their property to the public treasury. 
The popular leaders then resolved not to lose any 
of the advantages, which this temper in the people 
seemed to offer them. That a conspiracy fen* 
subverting the democracy had existed, being now 
notorious, it followed, at least as a probability, 
that numbers were more or less implicated in ^ 
guilt. To excite suspicion among the people, 
ageing almost any, was thus easy: suspicion 

sufficed 
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sufficed to procure condemnation ; and accusations e c t. 

were extended, till more than ‘twelve hundred of . 
the principal Argian citizens were executed. At 
length the accusers became alarmed at their own 
success. The people called for more accusations 
and more confiscation. The demagogues knew 
no longer either how to feed or how to still the 
popular fury. In the prevailing disposition to sus- 
pect, their hesitation appeared suspicious. The 
turn among the multitude was observed, by those 
who still feared the progress of accusation, and 
they were diligent in improving the opportunity. 

The people, habituated to blood, nevertheless the 
farther they went in fury, became the more fear- 
ful of revenge. In this temper they were easily 
persuaded that the accusers were betraying 
them ; and with the same haste and informality, 
with which such numbers, at their instigation, 
had suffered, the demagogues were themselves 
all condemned and executed. Then, proceeds the 
historian, little commonly sedulous to account for 
what he relates most extraordinary, the people 
became calm, and the former quiet and harmony 
in the city were restored. A circumstance, how- 
ever, which he has reported, appears authentically 
to mark, not only the manner of the popular 
justice, on this occasion, but also the excess of the 
popular vengeance. Among the numerous seditions 
of Argos, this, for its enormity, obtained the dis- 
tinction of a name ,* it was called the Scytalism, 

staff-work or bludgeoning. 

■Whatever then may have been the harmony 

which, according to the historian, was so instantly 

restored 
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CHAi*. restored upon the execution of the demagogues; 
yefa government, only liable to such excess of 
disorder, \rould be little capable of taking the 
lead of the affairs of a great confederacy. Still 
more then, in the weakness superinduced by its 
destructive political dissensions, it would be likely 
to yield itself to the guidance of the able directors 
of the Theban councils, and submit its forces, in 
common with those of the other commonwealths 
of the alliance, to be commanded in chief by the 
great general of the Theban people. 

It is a truly curious account, free from incon- 
sistency and the marvellous, that remains to us 
from Diodorus, of the consequences of that peace, 
by which independency, under the patronage of 
Thebes supported by Persia, was assured to all 
Grecian cities. The most important particulars, 
unmentioned by Xenophon, sufficiently accord 
with the tenor of Xenophon’s narrative ; and the 
whole deserves notice the more, because contrary 
to Xenophon, all Diodorus’s partiality was for 
the cause of Thebes and democracy. 

DM- 1 . 15 . The establishment of the sovereinty of the 

' ■ people in every city*^, says the historian, pro- 

duced great disturbances and numerous seditions; 
especially in Peloponnesus. For, the people there 
having been mostly accustomed to oligarchal go- 
vernment, their new democratical authority was 
exercised with eager but unskilful zeal Many 
of the most respectable men, in various cities, 
were driven into banishment : many through 

calumnious 

Mit« «“{ HfLaU airinfuat • 

'AriipaysOitt. 
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calumnious and interested accusations, were exe- 
cuted; confiscated property, divided among the 
people, was as a reward held out to incite hasty 
and unjust condemnation. To obviate these 
evils, sedition soon grew busy ; and, to avoid them, 
emigration abounded*’. The pressure fell much 
upon those who had held the administration of 
their respective towns under Lacedaemonian pa- 
tronage. For, as these had generally carried 
their authority with some haughtiness, the multi- 
tude no sooner acquired power, than ihey exer- 
cised it under the instigation of resentment. This 
passion of course became mutual ; and if those, 
who had been injured and oppressed, recovered 
power, little contented with justice, they would 
use it for revenge. 

Of this disposition, the first, and a very remark- 
able instance, occurred in the sedition of the little 
Arcadian city of Phialeia. A number of its 
principal people, driven away, whether by sen- 
tence of banishment, or whether by fear of a 
worse condemnation, or perhaps of massacre, 
seiz^ a strong post within the Phialeian territory. 
Before any effectual measure was taken to dis- 
lodge them, the season of the Dionysia, the festival 
of Bacchus, occurred. We have already had 
occasion to observe instances of the attachment 


SECT. 

IX. 


*• This translation of a passage written eighteen hond^ 
years ago, and applying to times four hundred years be o , 
so exactly describe what has just been occurring m » 

that it may almost be necessary to desire the reader t® 
at the original, for proof that it is not a 
follows wanU only the change of a nanie 
apply equally to the French as to the Grecian revolution. 

VOL. VI. C C 
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CHAF. of the Greeks, passionate at the same time and 
, scrupulous, to those festive ceremonies of what 
they called religion. The Phialeian people, newly 
become soverein, would not be debarred of their 
sacred joys, or restrained in them. They were 
collected in the theater, intent upon its amuse- 
ments, when the exiles entered the town, and 
carried massacre among them almost unresisted. 
According to the historian’s account, their purpose 
would appear meerly revenge ; but probably they 
had a view^also to plunder. To hold the place, 
however, when they had mastered it, was totally 
out of their thought : against the powerful con- 
federacy, of which Thebes was the triumphe.nt 
head, and the democracy of Phialeia a member, 
it was too much beyond hope. Little beneficial 
therefore to themselves, this bloody deed brought 
great inconvenience upon many of their friends, 
who had been, allowed hitherto a residence in the 
city. Fearing that revenge, unable to reach the 
juster objects, might fall upon them if they re- 
mained, all ded, with the exiles to Lacedaemon. 

Nearly about the same time, among the Co- 
rinthians, the democraticai was the fugitive party. 
The new prevalence of the democraticai cause, 
under Theban supremacy, incouraged these to 
hope, that they might not only revenge themselves 
on tlieir opponents, but establish themselves in 
their, stead. A number of them, who had taken 
refuge in the Argolic territory, communicated with 
some still residing in Corinth, and a plot was 
concerted for a revolution. To put this forward, 
many of the exiles returned into the city, hoping 

to 
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to remain unobserved: but, suspicion arising sect. 
among those who held the government, measures . 
were taken so effectually for preventing tlieir escape, 
that, in despair, they killed oneanother. Then 
those evils, which the friends of the Phialcian 
exiles avoided, by flying with their conquering 
comrades, fell upon the friends of the Corinthians, 
who failed in their plot. Accusations were nu- 
merous; many were in consequence executed; 
and many, happy to find opportunity for flight, 
saved themselves only by a miserable emigration. 

In the democratical government of Megara, an 
oligarchal party attempted a revolution. Nume- 
rous executions followed the failure, and many 
more were avoided only by flight. In Phlius it 
was the democratical party that was compelled 
to fly. The democratical Phliasians, like the 
oligarchal Phialeians, seized a strong post within 
the territory of their city : but, finding no such 
opportunity against the vigilant aristocracy of 
Phlius, as the wildness of democratical sovereinty 
in Phialeia had afforded, they ingaged a body of 
those mercenary troops, which seem now to have 
been always ready, in Greece, to accept pay, or 
to earn plunder, in any service. Thus strength- 
ened, they annoyed their adversaries in the city 
greatly : in one action they killed more than three 
hundred. But, ere long, they experienced the 
danger of trusting troops unconnected with them 
by any certain and permanent interest. Opportu- 
nity was found to corrupt their mercenaries. In 
a following battle they were deserted by them, 

and in consequence were defeated, with sue 
c c 2 slaughter, 
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CHAP, slaughter, that the miserable remnant, unable 
any. longer to hold the post in Phliasia (probably 
Tricaranum, mentioned by Xenophon to have 
been occupied by Phliasian exiles) withdrew to 
Argos. 

In a few general words only Diodorus notices 
the sedition in Sicyon, of which an account has 
already been given in some detail from Xeno* 
phon; and then, concluding his review, * such,' 
he says, ‘ was the calamitous state of Pelopon- 
‘ nesus.’ 

From this account of the consequences of the 
general peace, which followed the battle of 
Leuctra, and the embassy of Pelopidas into 
Persia, we may form some conjecture what were 
the indecision and trouble and confusion, indi- 
cated only in those three words by Xenophon, 
which, notwithstanding the pacification, followed 
the battle of Mantineia.. After then comparing 
the pictures remaining to us from the cotemporary 
historian, deeply interested in the aristocratical 
cause, with those of the compiler who, between 
three and four centuries after, adopted the pre- 
judices of the opposite party, and observing how 
they support oneanother, the sketch of a cotem- 
porary orator, tho intended to serve a political 
purpose, may appear no unfair summing-up of 
the state of things in Peloponnesus. ‘ The mul- 
iiocr. ‘ titude in Peloponnesus,’ says Isocrates, speaking 
” ' ■ in the name of Archidamtis prince of T.a^Pf| ff i n on , 

‘ and all those whom we distinguish by the namft 
‘ of common people, tho they heedlessly enough 
‘ ingaged in the Theban cause, will I think, in 

‘ future. 
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< future, be more cautious. For bothing, of what 
‘ they expected, has followed from the revolution, 
‘ which they have been so eager to promote. 

‘ Instead of greater freedom, they have acquired 
‘ only a worse servitude : for, instead of the best 
‘ of their fellowcitizens, they are now subjected 
‘ to the H'orst. Instead of independency, they 
‘ have established a dreadful lawlessness. Ac- 
‘ customed formerly to march with the Laceds- 
‘ monians against others, they now see others 
‘ marching against them. Seditions, which for- 

* merly they only heard of, in distant parts, they 
‘ now experience almost daily at home. Calami- 
‘ ties are so various and extensive, that to decide 
‘ who suffer most is impossible. Not a city 

* remains uninjured by its neighbors ; lands are 

* ravaged, towns plundered, private houses de- 
‘ solated; and those governments are overthrown, 
‘ and those law s abolished, under which they were 
‘ formerly the happiest of the Greeks. Mistrust 
‘ and hatred, hence, are so become popular 
‘ passions, that no enmity can exceed what exists 
‘ between fellowcitizens. Where formerly was 

* general plenty, and a concord promoting general 
‘ injoyment, now the rich would rather throw their 
‘ wealth into the sea, than give to the numerous 

* poor; while these would be much less delighted 
‘ in finding a treasure, than in stripping the rich 
‘ of their property. Holy sacrifice is no longer 
‘ regarded, but murders are committed even on 
‘ the altars : and there are more exjles now 

* from single cities, than formerly from all 1 e- 
‘ loponnesus.’ 


SECT. 

IX. 


c c 3 
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CRAP. While such was the state of the southern pe- 
\ ninsula, which, when united under the supremacy 
of Lacedaemon, had taken the lead among the 
political concerns of the nation, so that Pelopon- 
nesian was a name of eminence among the Greeks;, 
that northern province, which possessed, in the 
greatest degree, the natural advantages adapted 
to give political importance, and which lately, 
under the guidance of one extraordinary man, 
had actually acquired a threatening superiority, 
fell again into no enviable situation. The tyrant 
Xm. Hci. tagus of Thessaly, Alexander of Phera\ after a 

• c. 4 . • r* 1 

». 36 , 37 . reign oi eleven years, was assassinated, through a 
plot in which his wife was ingaged. Her eldest 
brother, Tisophonus, a principal in the conspiracy, 
succeeded to the supreme executive power, and 
held it still, when Xenophon put the finishing hand 
pkiior. Grecian Annals**. The delivery of his 

I.15.JJ.517, country from the tyranny of Alexander, tho by a 
base midnight murder, gave Tisiphonus a gleam 
of popularity among his fellowcountrymen : for 
the advantage of the deed they overlooked its 
foulness. But a country where all conception of 
what can give stability to law and just government 
is so wanting, that assassination may find public 

applause, 

“ Plutarch says that Thebe, wife- of Alexander, was 
daughter of Juon. (Plut. vit. Pelopid. p. 534. t. i .) Xeno- 
phon and Diodorus both mention the wife of' Alexander 
sister of Tisiphonus, as a principal in the conspiracy; Xeno- 
phon with very particular circumstancesi, and Diodorus by the 
ii^e of Thebe: (Died. 1 . 15. p.517.) both equally mention 
Tisiphonus, brother of Thebe, as successor to Alexander in 
the dignity of t^s, but neither speaks of them as children 
of Jason. This omission, by the earlier writers, affords 
strong presumption that Plutarch wrote, as too frequently 
was his way, carelessly. ^ ^ 
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applause, in the supposition that assassination 
only can obviate tyranny, will never long be free. 
Tisiphonus, raised to the dignity of tagus, was 
allowed to rule, like Alexander and Jason, by an 
army of mercenaries ; because, with its defective 
constitution, only so, probably, authority could Ix' 
carried through Thessaly. In such circumstances, 
not the virtue only, but the ability of J ason would 
be requisite to exercise sovereinty, so as either to 
conciliate or to deserve popularity. Tisi|)hoiius 
.■wanted either the ability, or the virtue, or both. 
Opposition to him, repressed by military power, 
was punished by numerous executions and banish- 
ments ; and still opposition was ready, wherever 
it might dare to show itself. Some of the towns 
obeyed the tagus ; some resisted him. Indecision 
and* trouble and confusion seem to have pervaded 
Thessaly, which had a constitutional chief, not 
less than Peloponnesus, left without a leading or 
connecting power : and thus those, wdiose terri- 
torial advantages, as an able cotemporary writer 
observes, should have made them the most power- 
ful of the Greeks, became abroad insignificant and 
at home wretched. 


SECT. 
■ i\. 


Ivirr 
tJo Pacr, 
p. ilia. t. ' 2 . 


It may afford some consolation, in contem- 
plating human aftkirs, that the pressure of evils, 
in one .part of the world, not uncommonly pro- 
duces a flow of prosperity in others. If, amid 
extensive confusion, security, in civilized society, 
can be found anywhere, the favored spot wi 
especially attract those, whose ability to be useful, 
giving them value,' will make them welcome, au(^ 
^ c c 4- 
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CHAP, thus sometimes, in the wreck of nations, all that 

xxyni.^ jg valuable among men becomes concen- 
trated. The spots where, in such circumstances, 
security will most be found, will generally be 
among those least favored by nature, for the ordi- 
nary purposes of life. Thus, in the middle ages, 
the marshes of Venice, the mountains of Genoa, 
and the scarcely accessible cliffs of Amalii, 
attracted whatever remained of most worth from 
the wreck of the Roman empire ’’ ; and, in those 
earlier times of which w'e have been treating, amid 


•* Venice and Genoa, with their local inconveniencies, have 
local advantages, beyond that of meer security, which have 
assisted to extend their prosperity through civilized ages; 
but the local inconveniencies of Amalfi are such that they 
repelled, as soon as the security, derived from inaccessibility, 
was no longer wanted : * Oppressed,^ in Gibbon's phrase, ‘ by 
‘ the arms of the Normans, and sacked by the jealousy of 
‘ Pisa,' (Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, ch. 56.) 
Amald never recovered from the blow. Describing, with his 
usual liveliness of manner, the extraordinaiy prosperity of 
Amalfi, ' Gibbon has omitted notice of its local peculiarities, 
to which it was so much indebted for its prosperity. Only 
thirty miles from Naples, and seven from Salerno, there is 
scarcely any intercourse with Amalfi but by sea. In summer 
the road over the mountains, whose snows supply Naples 
with the ice, which the habits of the people, of all ranks, 
have made almost as necessary as bread, is barely practicable 
for a mule ; and in winter generally, it is said, impracticable, 
or to be attempted only by an able walker. In the town 
itself winter is scarcely known ; no north or east wind can 
blow upon it : but the reverberated beat of the summer-sun 
is such, that a particular construction of the dwellings, 
adapted to exclude the beam and produce a draft of air, is 
required to inable even the natives to breathe. Since the 
ruins of Psstum have been pointed out to public notice, the 
picturesk beauties of the coast, forming the northern boundaiy 
of the bay of Salerno, a coast which Salvator studied, have 
ingaged the attention of travellers and students of landscape- 
painting ; and hence Amalfi has become more known, among 
English travellers, than it was formerly, or perhaps is now, 
to most Neapolitans. 
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the complicated troubles of Greece, Megara, sect. 
situated, like Genoa, on a mountainous coast of 
the continent, and Cos, a small distant iland, flo- 
rished singularly. The Megarians, as Isocrates isocr. 
says of them, possessing really neither land nor 
port, and whose mountains are destitute even of 
mines, nevertheless through the laborious culti- 
vation of their rocks, and by a diligence in manu- 
facture and commerce, which overbore disadvan- 
tages of situation, profiting on the contrary from 
that situation, to preserve the peace of their 
narrow territory, amid warring neighbors, had the 
wealthiest families of Greece*'. It was in like • ‘S- 

c,7o. p.49o. 

manner, among the general troubles, and appa- strabo. 
rently in consequence of them, that the new town 
of Cos was founded, in the iland of the same 
name, and rapidly became very considerable. 

The iland, scarcely twenty miles long and five 
wide, fortunate in soil and climate, had the advan- 
tage of being united in one republic; but not 
without experiencing the common bane of the 
Grecian republics, sedition. It w'as distracted by 
parties, when an earthquake overthrew great part 
of the principal town. Able men, at the head of 
the party then holding the administration, took 
advantage of this event for a bold undertaking • Diodor. 
Instead of restoring the old town, called Astypalaia, 
they removed, with all their adherents, to a new 

one, which they founded on a more advantageous 

part 


» Xenophon informe us that the great souw 
of Megara was a manufacture of coarse cloth, • 

The Megarian citizens were master Socr.\ s. 

neymen were slaves, bought barbarians. 
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CHA.p. part of their coast, and to which they would give 
no other name than that of the iland^’. They 
provided for its security by strong fortifications, 
raised at great expense ; and th^ improved the 
advantages, which nature had aftbrded, for a com- 
modious port. By the opportunities thus fur- 
nished for commerce, and by the benefits of a 
■wise administration, a large population was col- 
lected, private fortunes grew ; public means be- 
came considerable and the new city of Cos, not 
indeed among the largest, became however one of 
the most florishing, and was esteemed the best 
built and handsomest, of Greece 

Megara and Cos, seemingly the most remark- 
able, were however by no means the only instances 
of florishing communities, among the troubles by 
which the Greek nation was convulsed, in the 
course of the half century following the Pelo- 
ponnesian war. In Peloponnesus itself, Sicyon, 

notwithstanding 

*• It appears however doubtful whether the name Asty- 
palaia, synonymous with the English Alton, Aldborough, old 
town, was in use before the founding of the new town. 

The Count de Choiseuil Gouffier, in his Voyage Pitto- 
resque de la Gr&ce, descrilDCs Cos, in the year 1776, thus: 

* The town of Cos is on tlie shore ; its port is commodious ; 

^ the whole coast is covered with orange and citron trees, 

^ which give it a most delightliil appearance; the public 
‘ place is singularly pleasant : a prodigious plane-tree, in the 
^ center, with its branches overspreads the whole. Bending 

* under their own weight, these might suher, without the 
^ attention of the inhabitants, who regard the tree with a 
‘ kind of religious reverence. In these countries everything 
‘ oifers traces of antient grandeur ; and so the props, which 

support the decrepid limbs of this respected tree, are mag- 
^ nificent columns of marble and granite. An abundant 
^ fountain adds to the charms of this place, always frequented 
‘ by the inhabitants, who resort to it to transact their affairs, 

‘ and to enjoy its shelter against the heat of the climate.' 
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notwithstanding its passing disturbances, was a sect, 
school of the fine arts ; and, among the ilands, 

Rhodes appears to have set the advantageous 
example whence Cos profited. Three principal 
towns there, lalysus, Lindus, and Camcira, had, strai.. 1. 1* 
from before Homer's time, held their separate ui^’i'i! k!! 
political establishments. Toward the conclusion 
of the Peloponnesian war, they coalesced into one 
government ; for the scat of which a new city was 
founded in a very advantageous situation, upon a 
fine natural harbour. An Athenian architect, who 
had gained reputation by his works at Pcineus, 
was ingaged to form the plan, design the walls, 
gates, and other public buildings, and superintend 
the execution. To obviate invidious distinctions, 
no other name was given to the new capital than 
that of the Hand itself ; a measure, among others, 
the example of which was followed by the Coiins, 

The distraction of the oligarchal and dcraocraticid 
interests, with the insuing depression of the Jijad- 
ing republics, tho adverse to the common power 
of the nation, and its means of opposition to a 
comnton enemy, and preventive of all civil quiet, 
through the greater part of proper Greece, seems 
however to have been favorable to the peace and 
prosperity of some of the distant colonies. When 
neither t^ higher people could any longer hope 
for support from Lacedaemon, in the exercise of 
an oppressive oligarchy, nor the lower were stimu- 
lated by Athenian politics to disturb all govern- 
ment not subservient to Athens, the Rhodian 
constitution settled into a liberal aristocracy. Ihis 
probably was not instantaneously established, in 
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CHAP, the full perfection which Strabo ascribes to it, 
npr was it undisturbed in its growth ; but, in the 
of higher rank and fortune learnt so 
to govern, that the lower people, through a 
constant employment of their industry, a careful 
attention to their wants, a strict and impartial 
administration of justice, were happy, quiet, and 
zealously attached to their country and laws. 
An extraordinary prosperity followed, and lasted 
for ages. 

For a complete picture of Greece, in this age, 
if memorials remained to direct the pencil, a con- 
siderable extension of bright colors and fair forms, 
no doubt, should find place among the gloomy 
tints and horrid shapes, that have been transmitted 
as the principal constituents. But as in land- 
scape, stormy skies, and rugged mountains, and 
pathless rocks, and wasteful torrents, every work 
of nature rude, and every work of man in ruin, 
most ingage the notice of the painter, and offer 
the readiest hold for the touches of his art, so in 
the political world, war, and sedition, and revolu- 
tion, destruction of armies, massacre of citizens, 
and wreck of governments, force themselves upon 
the attention of the annalist, and are carefully 
reported to posterity ; while the growth of com- 
merce, and arts, and science, all that gives splendor 
to empire, elegance to society, and livelihood to 
millions, like the extended capital and the bound- 
. less champain, illumined by the sun’s midday 
glare, pleases, dazzles, bewilders, offers a maze of 
delightful objects, charms rather than fixes the 
attention, and, giving no prominences, no contrast, 

no 
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no Strongly charactered parts, leaves the writer, sect. 
as the painter, unable to choose out of an expanse . . 

and a variety, whose magnificent whole is far too 
great for the limited stretch of litterary or picturesk 
design. 

Nevertheless, among the playful sketches and 
incidental remarks of antient authors, we find 
testimony to the prosperity of some of the exten- 
sive settlements of the Grecian people. The 
western colonies are objects for separate consi- 
deration. Confining our attention here to the 
eastern, we may observe that Cnidus, on the 
Carian coast, appears to have shared in the pros- 
perity of [the neighboring iland of Cos. The Piiny, 
Cnidian Venus, by Praxiteles, which description 
remaining seems to mark as the model of more 
than one antient statue preserved to us, tho that 
known by the name of the Medicean, first in merit, 
is singular in fame, was through all antiquity 
esteemed among the most admirable efforts of 
the art of sculpture”. It seems to follow, were 
other testimony wanting, that the community was 
florislting, which could adorn its temples with 
the most finished works of artists the most emi- 
nent known to feme. In quiet, under Persian 
sovereinty, prosperity seems to have been exten- 
sive among the Grecian towns on the Asiatic 

shore. Halicarnassus, the seat of the Carian niod.j.15. 

... • 1 j p. 404, 40^ 

princes, for its florishing state, might deserve to 

be 

“ A statue of similar design was in the museum in the 
Capitol, at Rome ; larger than the Medice^, and of 1ms 
winning delicacy, but sdtogether of very considerable ment. 

What may have happened to it under French rule 1 know 
not. 
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xxvin. jgofic Cities, allowed the nJaftHgement of their 
own affairs in peRce, while they paid the settled 
tribute to the Persian gbterrimerit, and only for- 
bidden war and disturbance, produced philoso- 
phers, and artists, and wealthy merchants, tho 
they offered no statesmen or generals for the 
notice of history. 

The political circumstances of Greece; even 
the minute division of territory, among all the 
troubles th^ produced, had a tendency to pro- 
mote the cultivation of science and the fine arts. 
Eloquence was so important in every state, that 
no study, by which it might’ be improved, could 
be indifferent. In democratical governments it 
was all-powerful ; and even in the oligarchal, not 
only for debate among the Few who ruled, but 
for persuasion also among the Many, whose obe- 
dience was to be insured, and whose willing ser- 
vice often to be ingaged, it was of great moment 
Hence perhaps principally arose the habit of study 
among the Greeks, and the passion for philoscmhy . 
The customs then, and the circumstances of the 
country, required, in every town, at least three 
public buildings ; a temple for religions ceremo- 
nies ; a theater, for public amusement ; both some- 
times used also for public business ; and a gym- 
nasium, or place of public exercise, where, in 
shelter against summer heat and winter storms, 
the youth, within the confinement of a fortified 
town, might keep themselves in constant pre- 
paration for military service, for which, with the 
weapons of antient warfare, strength, activity, 

and 
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and personal skill, were so important*®. In the sect. 
larger towns these buildings, especially the temples, . ^ 
were multiplied ; and baths, and the stoa, portico, 
or shelter for walking and public conversation, 
were added. The common property of the people, 
and accommodated to their favorite injoyments, 
it was the pride of every, little community to have 
these buildings of a solidity to withstand time, 
and of a beauty to ingage admiration. When 
they were to be raised or repaired, no purse was 
to be shut. The celebrated temple of Diana at Stnbu. 
Ephesus, one of the most magnificent among the 
Greek settlements, being destroyed by lire, little 
after the time of which we have been treating, 
every fortune was to be pressed, whether by 
voluntary contribution, or a tax inforced by au- 
thority, that it might be restored with superior 
splendor : even the jewels and golden ornaments 
of the women’s dress were required, or given, to 
assist the expence. 

Hence principally the incouragement to the 
architect, and to the painter and sculptor, who 
were to adorn the architecture. The progress, 
thus, of science, arts, and fine taste, among the 
troubles of the republican times, of w'hich we 
have large information, is far less wonderful than 
their rise in former ages of obscurity. How a 
Homer was inabled to acquire that judgement, 
for the correction of his fancy, whence Aristotle 

has 

** Siw naaSff xeti t’ aAX* 

atifurut liiaijMMit vmiaifiaTx. Diod. 1 . !>• Diodorus com- 
monly retails ideas of writers of the republican times, and so 
seems to have been led to pve the-gymnaiium the first place 
among the requisites of civilized life. 
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CHA-p. has pronounced’ him the model of all eloquence; 

^ I y I. > howT the simple form of .the Doisc temple, cleared 
from Egyptian and Asiatic sophistication, became 
the source of pure taste for all the architecture 
of the nation, chastening still the artist’s fancy, 
when in aftertimes he was required to vary forms, 
for the various purposes of civilized and luxurious 
life, and to add the richest ornaments ; and how 
that chastity and greatness of design became en- 
demial, which are striking in some of the medals, 
of times beyond the oldest historians ; these are 
objects of wonder among which conjecture is be- 
wildered. . 

But, on the continent of European Greece, in 
the height of its troubles, arts, commerce, and 
scioice, were not confined to the narrow limits of 
inferior towns, Megara and Sicyon. A wider 
field was yet open to them, in which, not only 
they, might expatiate in some security, but find 
even peculiar advantages. Megara, and Sicyon, 
and Cos, and Cnidus, bore the characteristics 
more of civil communities than of political powers. 
Leaving to others the care of the great interests 
of the Greek nation, which they could little in- 
fluence, their administrations gave their attention 
to preserve the peace of their own little states, 
as they could, and, in that peace, to cultivate 
commerce and the arts. Wise, and perhaps ne- 
cessary, in their political impotence, such depen- 
dence upon events would have been, for Athens, 
a weak policy. The obvious danger, of losing 
more through acquiescence than would be ha- 
zarded by exertion, impelled her to take an active 

part 
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part in the common affiiirs of Greece. Liable 
thus, unavoidably, to some degree of political 
turbulence, nevertheless the administration, ge- 
nerally directed by able yet moderate men, pre- 
served peace, as we have seen, within Attica, 
whUe the Athenian arms were seldom unemployed 
abroad; and, notwithstanding the vices of the 
Athenian civil constitution, yet, in comparison 
with many other parts of Greece, person and 
property in Attica might be esteemed secure. To 
riiese then being added the advantages of an 
extent of territory, narrow indeed, yet far superior 
to that of most Grecian republics ; of a powerful 
navy ; and of that very political importance which 
forbad perfect quiet; Athens l)ecame the great 
resort of science, arts, and commerce. Peirseus, 
as Isocrates informs us, was the center of the 
trade of the age : he calls it the center of Greece ; 
and, for maritime communication, it might he 
not improperly so called. Commodities, he says, 
scarcely to be obtained elsewhere of one kind m 
each place, were found in abundance, of every 
kind, in Peirmus. Eloquence, then, from the 
nature of the government, and from the manner 
of administering the law, was cultivated, as a 
qualification almost necessary to civilized life ; 
and philosophy ingaged earnest attention as a 
conductor to eloquence. Athens was the place 
in Greece where means most occurred ^ ^ 
acquisition of wealth, where commerce had most 
expanse, where the government offered most op 

porAnitin, where even leamieg ‘ J 
and, *0 great fortune ceM hardly be 

VtiL, VI, ^ ® 



402 HISTOUY OF GREECE.- 

CHA ^' hdd there, in quiet and security, y^t it might be 
. spent urith splendor. WealA and sdencp were 
attmided course by the arts, |o which science 
assisted to give the embellishment ^ fine taste. 
Thus architecture, sculpture, and painting, con- 
tinued to receive improvements, durii^ all the 
turbulence which followed the Peloponnesian war ; 
and it was during that period that Plato wrote 
and taught, Lysias and Isocrates pleaded, and 
Aristotle and Demosthenes were studying, in 
Athens. 

It is impossible for the compiler of Grecian 
history not to feel a particular interest in the 
fortunes of another Athenian of that age, the 
soldier-philosopher-author, who has been his con- 
ductor, now through a period of nearly half a 
century, among those transactions in which he 
was himself an actor ; and the supposition will 
naturally follow, that the reader will not be 
wholly unimpressed with a similar sentiment. 
Fortunately the memorials remaining to us, tho 
very inadequate to the gratification of a just cu- 
riosity, will however, as far as they go, perfectly 
coincide with the purpose of Grecian history, 
affording no unimportant addition to our pro- 
posed illustration of the actual state of Greece. 

Whether an illustrious man was born in a high 
or a low situation in society, however otherwise 
indifierent, cannot be intirely so toward a know- 
lege of the character, either of the man, or of the 
times in which he lived ; and especially in Gribce, 
where the opposition between the higher and 
7 lower 
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lower orders formed the prominent point in die sect. 
character of the national politics, from times "be- . 

fore connected history, till those when the country 
ceases to be an object for history. But, concern- 
ing the ancestry of Xenophon, antient writers 
have left no farther information, than that he was 
son of Gryllus, an Athenian of that division of Diog.Ufrt. 
the Attic people, which composed the Erchian or ’ 
Echrian borough, of the JEgeid ward. Various 
indications however concur in tendency to denote, 
that his family was of some consifleration, and 
that he was born rather to affluence than poverty. 

The scholars of Socrates were mostly of the prin- 
cipal families of Athens ; so much Xenophon 
himself informs us ; and he was a scholar of 
Socrates, bred apparently without a profession * Xeu. A nab. 
His early intimacy with Proxenus, who appears 1.5. 
to have been of an eminent family in Thebes, 
implies a probability at least that he was of con- 
nections not greatly inferior in his own country”. 

The same circumstance, together with his earnest- 
ness to leave Athens, just after the restoration of 
the democracy, as his friend had left Thebes 
apparently because prospects were not pleasant 
for him under the prevalence of the democratic^ 

■ party there, marks that his connection with the 
ISsicratical interest, probably inherited, was at 


*» Proxfioiw, gwierallv marked by m a 

Boeotian, is distinguished in r the Grecian 

TWbm..’ (Anab. 1. e. c. . . s 8^ He of 

^ ‘^;ATri c /” n ) o?e admitted to fami- 
itA his table. 


D p 2 
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xxviiL formed. The confidence then 

' — . — ' with which Proxenus promised him introduction 
^ to Cyrus, and the attention paid him by that 
prince ; his election, after the loss of both those 
patrons, to a great military command, from no 
previous military rank, by those who possessed 
the best claims of previous rank to that very 
situation ; the respect with which, unprotected by 
his country, he was treated by Spartan officers 
in the high^t forein commands, by the king, 
Agesilaus, and finally by the Lacedaemonian 
aristocracy ; all these circumstances, tho perhaps 
each singly might be referred to another cause, 
seem collectively to afford strong presumptive 
evidence that he was not originally distinguished 
for his merit alone, but that his birth and connec- 
tions had assisted to introduce and give him 
consideration. 

Diog Laert. Xenophon, we are told, was eminently favored 
»it. Xen. ijy elegance of countenance and per- 

Xen.Anah. son. He was blest, as we learn from himself, 
*■ *■ with active strength, and a constitution of a firm- 
ness fitting him for a soldier’s life in any climate, 
'fhe superior qualifications of his mind had ap- 
parently been already observed by Socrates, whOT, . 
meeting him in a narrow way (if we may credit 
niog.Laeit. Laertius for the story) the philosopher stopped 
Tit. an. putting his stick across, and abruptly 

asked, ‘ Whence comes every good to mani’ 
Answer being made to his satisfaction, he asked 
again, ‘ How then are men made honest and 
* good?’ This producing hesitation, Socrates 
added, ‘ Follow me then and learn.’ When 

Xenophon 
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Xenophon was invited by Proxenus to the court s£ct. 
of Sardis, then about his six or seven and twentieth 
year, it is evident, from his own account, diat he ^ .0.4012. 
considered Socrates as his best friend and most 
valuable adviser. He did not fail therefore to xe... An.i.. 
consult him upon that o^asion. Both were aware 1 ‘ ij. 
that to ingage in the service of Cyrus, the ally of 
Lacedajmon, and esteemed the enemy of Athens, 
or at least of the democracy, would aftbrd oppor- 
tunity, not unlikely to be used, for exciting popular 
resentment against him. Socrates, therefore ad- 
vised, as in a case of both difficulty and impor- 
tance, to consult the Delphian oracle. Al'hat 
confidence the philosopher really had in oracles, 
as we have formerly observed, seems difficult to 
judge : but, as a forbidding response would pro- 
bably divert his young friend from a hazardous 
purpose, and an incouraging one v’ould give to 
that purpose a sanction, which the public religion 
acknowleged and the law respected, the advice 
appears to have been unquestionably wise. Both 
the doubt, however, and the advice given upon it, 
seem strongly to confirm the supposition, before 
stated, that Xenophon was rich and of consider- 
able connections. For restrictions upon foreiu Xch. symp. 

. C. 1. 5 . ."iU. 

travel attached only upon those of some eminence ; 
popular jealousy was little to be apprehended by 
the needy and obscure ; and the Delphian oracle 
seems to have been accessible only to the rich, 
and favorable almost only to the profu.se. Xeno- 
phon went to Delphi; but, bent, with all tlie 
ardor of youth, upon new and great prospects, 
and urged, apparently, by uneasiness under the 
D D 3 existing 
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chap; existing Idmioistration of his country, instead of 
asking the oracle, WhediCr he should go to Sardis? 
he asked. To ndiich of die gods he 'should sacri* 
See and pray for success in his projected joum^? 
The answer favored him with direct information, 
which he reported to SocAtes ; who, he says, dis- 
satisfied with the evasion of his advice, but never- 
theless considering the response as amounting to 
a command to go, recommended, * to do as the 
‘ god directed/ 

The expence of the journey to Sardis, of resi- 
dence at a court of much more than the Lydian 
satrap’s Usual splendor, and of accompanying the 
army afterward on its long march into Upper 
Asia, Xenophon appears to have borne from his 
private fortune, unassisted by emolument from 
any appointment. Nevertheless that he lived 
upon a high footing, and made even more than 
common tigure, is fully indicated. Without the 
pretensions of either military rank or civil ofBoe, 
he was in a situation to conimnnicate personally 
with the Persian prince. This is shown, in the 
narrative, before he left Sardis, and again, more 
particularly, on the day of the battle of Cunaxa. 

Ch. » s.*. When, after the circumvention of the generals, a 
body of cavalry was to he formed, ins horses are 
mentioned in a manner implying that they weie 
more numerous than those (tf any officer of the 
Grecian forces, Clearchus onfypeihapB excepted. 
These considerations then may assist to account 
for his elevation, at his eaily age, at once to the 
rank 'of genersd, over all the officers holding com- 
mands in the tody xmder Proxenus, and by Uieir 
'election. It 
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It was while Xenophon Was in Asia, or about sect. 
the time of his return, that Socrates, whose Jos.s 
he has so affectionately lamented, and whose R.C.4U1. 
worth he has so ably recorded, was condemned 

J j mi 1 . . . 4- 

and executed. The admimstration, we may be ur. 95. 1. 
assured, was not friendly to Xenophon, under 
which such an event could have place. A decree 
of banishment was proposed against him, and 
carried ; at what point of time is not ascertained, 
but it seems to have been within two years after 
the death of Socrates. In reporting the arrival Anab.!.? 
of the troops, under his command, in sight of ’’ ’ 
European ground, he takes occasion to mention 
his own earnestness to return immediately to 
Athens. We have seen how, first, the request, ch. K.a.6. 
and afterward the adverse conduct, of the Lace- 
daemonian conunander on the Hcllespondnc 
station, Anaxibius, interposed delays; and how, 
at length, attachment to his ill-used little army, 
concurring perhaps with some view of private 
advantage, induced Xenophon to forego his pur- 
pose for a time, and, in midwinter, ingage in the 
service of the Thracian prince Seuthes. In the 
following spring the opportunity so fortunately 
occurred, for the troops to ingage in the Lace- 
dff t n onian service, for the war then resolved 


against Persia. On this occasion he pgain declares 
his purpose of returning direct}^ to Athcn.s ; 
adding, that the decree of banishihent was not yet 
passed against him. The earnest request how- 
ever, he says, of some among his officers whom 
he most esteemed, that he would retain the com- 
mtmd till he had in person delivered them over to 

jj p 4 the 



HISTORY OF GREECE. 


408 

CHAP, the Lacedaemonian commander-in-chief, Thim- 
xxvriL . 

' — . — ^ bron, induced him again to delay his voyage. 

It has been evidently atmong Xenophon’s pur- 
poses, in his account of the return of the Greeks, 
to obviate the imputation of having improperly 
amassed private wealth: an imputation seldom 
failing to be urged, with or without foundation, 
in accusations of offences against the common- 
wealth, at Athens. In relating the entertainment 
given by Seuthes, immediately on ingaging the 
service of the Cyreians, Xenophon has taken 
occasion to mention his poverty. It was usual, 
it seems, for those received at the table of 
Thracian princes, to carry presents with them. 
Timasion of Dardanum, from his store of Asiatic 
spoil, offered a silver cup and a Persian carpet 
the latter valued at forty pounds sterling. Xeno- 
phon, who had brought from Asia only one slave- 
servant, and the meer necessary for his return to 
Athens, made a gratifying speech, which seems to 
havb been favorably received instead of a present. 
His stipulated pay, then, of about four guineas 
monthly, for his short service with Seuthes, would 
certainly not make him rich. When the Grecian 
troops passed into the Lacedaemonian service, 
while it was still bis purpose to return to Athens, 
Ansb. 1.7. the Thracian prince repeated his former liberal 
1 L ». 2o.‘ lordship of the port of Bisanthe, and 

a territory around, and stock for its cultivation; 
with confirmation of the grant, and assurance of 

support 

* Taariiat Spelman has mads an arihlogy for 

bis translation, Persian carpets, which it seems hardly to have 
wanted. 
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support in it, by giving him his daughter in mar- sect. 
riage, if he would remain with only a thousand v 
men ; pressing the proposal with the observation, 
that he would be safer so than in returning to his 
country. Nor was this what could occasion 
hesitation as a novelty ; for, under the late empire 
of Athens, many Athenians had possessed castles 
and estates in Thrace*’, and some had married 
into the families of Thracian princes. Among 
these the connections and possessions of Miltiades 
and Alcibiades in the Chersonese, and of Agnon 
and Thucydides on the Strymon, have been 
objects for historical notice. Xenophon declares 
his positive refusal of the proposals of Seuthes, 
without assigning his reasons ; which perhaps it 
might have been difficult to state, so as to avoid 
offence either to the Lacedsemonian or to the 
Athenian government. - 

In relating his arrival with the army at Lam- Anab. i. ». 
psacus, on the Asiatic side of the Hellespont, he 
speaks again of his poverty, and then he repeats, 
for the last time, the mention of his purpose to 
return home; whence it seems probable that 
intelligence of the decree of banishment reached 
him not long after. His account of these matters 
is strongly marked with caution, against offence 
to the two really despotic governments of Athens 
and Lacedmmon ; on one of which he must be 
necessarily dependent, and the control of neither 
could he intirely avoid. It is nevertheless strongly 
marked with candor. Evidently, in the outset of 


» K-' i, rnh rji x-f? 

N«i Tin i/uh'fvr iXoCw, xmt x"**'- Anab. 1. 7- 3- •9* 
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CHAP. ^ exj^tkm, he was fond of expoise and show ; 
xxviii. afjgy |jg diected general, (sreless of 
saving, generous rather to prcdasion, and Binbi> 
tious of popularity, he ronsklared present expense 
as opening future means. But the decree, barring 
his letum to his country, probably depriving him 
of property, certainly cutting off many hopes, 
made an alteration, necessarily almost total, in his 
views for his future life. Then it became a matter 
of uigency to consider, less how he might be 
great, than how he might subsist. With alteration 
of his economy, if he retained his military situa- 
tion, opportunity was apparently before him. 
His preparation then to account for the acquisition 
of wealth, by means without moral reproach, in 
the common estimation of the times, and, not 
only allowed by the religion, but specially war- 
ranted, as he asserts, by the declared favor of the 
gods of his country, yet for which he seems never- 
flieless with some anxiety to apologize, will 
deserve notice. 

An.fc 1, 7. At Lampsacus he met a friend whom he had 
c. 8. f. 1. 101(7(711 j|| Attica, Eudeides ; a Phliasian by birth, 

and 1 ^ profession a prophet, whose father, Clea- 
gcoas, had earned renown as a painter, by his work 
caUed the Dreams, in the Lycdum at Athens^. 
Eiiclddes coidd not bdieve Xenophon's decla- 

iatk», 

** Spdnian has observed that tio notice is found, in any 
other sntient uuthor, of this painter, or of his works here 
meotionad; tho Pauanias has left a desaiption of the 
l^ceium, and from Pliny we have accounts of earlier paint- 
higa. Possibly the works of Eudeides may have been 
removed to Antioch or to Rome, or, among the misfortunes 
of Atiwiis, they may have boon destroyed, beibie theage of 
those wiiten. 
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ration, tho atBrmed with an oath, that one wtio 
had been in so great a command, where others, 
with infaior advantages, as Timasion of Dar* 
danum, and the soothsaya’ Silanns, had acquired 
considerable wealth, could be under any necessity 
to sdl his horse for an immediate supply. The 
preMnt of hospitality however from the Lam- 


se'ct. 

IX. 


psakene state, usually made to those in high public Anab. i. r. 
situations, inabled Xenophon to offer sacrifice. ^ 
Eucleides attended the ceremony; and, after 
inspecting tlie entrails of the victims, declared that 
he had no longer any doubt of the offerer’s 
poverty. ‘ And I see it probaWe,’ he said, ‘ that 
‘ this will continue : for, if opportunities of gain 
‘ occur, some obstacle will intervene ; and, if no 
‘ other, you will be yourself the obstade.’ Xeno- 
phon allowed that this was likely. ‘ But more* 

‘ ovw,’ continued Eucleides, ‘ Jupiter Meilidihis 
‘ is adverse to you. Have you sacrificed to him, 

‘ as I was accustomed to do with you at Athens?’ 


He replied, that he had not sacrificed to that gad 
since he had left home. ‘ Then, said Encleades, 

‘ do it, and benefit will follow*'.’ 

On the morrow Xenophon procerfed with the ». s. 
amyto Ophrynium ; and there, according to the 
imtient Attic rites, he sacrificed, scorching hogs 
whole, and the symptoms were propitiWB^, On 
the same day the Lacedaemonian Commissioners 

came 


* We want information of the import of many ofthetife 
«f the Greek deities. MeiKchhis seeniB to have 
SsnSter of the supreme god as the kind father of men. u 

1. 1 . c.^*6. as explained by his schdhast, these were pr 
bably cakes, formed in the shape of hogs. 
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t H AP. came thither to, pay the, troops. They eatertained 
yxyiiL Xenophon at their table; and, learning that the 
horse he sold had been a favorite, they redeemed 
it for him, and would take no compensation. 

After this the army proceeded, as already has 
Cb.23.s.6. been related in its place, . across the Trojan plain, 
oithisHift. Antandrus; along'the 

coast of the gulph, then to the plain of Thebe, 
and by Atramyttium, Certonium, and Atarneus, 
to Pergamus on the river Caicus. Pergamus, 
afterward the seat of a kingdom, was at this time 
the residence of those Grecian families, descended 
from Demaratus king of Lacedaemon, and 
Gongylus of Eretria in Euboea, which have been 
Ch.s4.i.]. already noticed as holding hereditary lordships, 
derived from the bounty of the Persian mo- 
narchs**. Both had engaged with Cyrus in 
rebellion against the reigning king, and therefore 
both would see with joy the prospect of Lacedae* 
monian protection. Xenophon was entertained 
in the house of Hellas, mother of Gorgion and 
Gongylus, then chiefs of the Eretrian family. 
Arab. From her he had information that Asidates, a 

8 . 4, 5. ' wealthy Persian lord of the higher part of the 
rich vale of the Gai'eus, was, with his fanjily, in 
his castle there: three hundred men, she told 
him, might suffice to make all prisoners, whose 

ransoms, 

** In the Hellenics (b. 3. c. 1. s. 4.) Pergamus, as well as 
Teuthrania and AlL^arnia, otherwise called Elisame, is men- 
tioned 88 the lordship of. the family of Demaratus. It ap- 
pears, in the Anabasis, that the family of Gongylus resided 
there ; perhaps because it was the most considerable town in 
that part of the country. The fief, if it may be so expressed, 
of the funily of Gongylus,, was composed or the townships of 
Gambrium, Palaigambrium, Grynium, and Myrina. 
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ransoms, together with the effects to be found, se'ct. 
would form a very large booty ; and, if he woidd *. . 

undertake it, a near kinsman, with others of her 
friends, should be his guides. 'Fhis adventure, 

• cursorilv heretofore mentioned, as belonMgless 

J . 1 r “f *•*" Hul. 

to the general history, than to the memorials of 
Xenophon and a representation of the manners 
and character of the age, may deserve more 
detail here. 

The proposed measure then appearing, to 
human reason, practicable and promising, how far 
the gods would favor it was to be inquired through 
sacrifice. An Eleian prophet, Agasias, officiated ; Anab.j. r 
and the kinsman of Hellas, and another of her 
most confidential friends, Daphnagoras, attended 
with Xenophon. The appearances of the victims 
were highly favorable ; and the priest declared, in 
direct terms, according to Xenophon’s expression, 

‘ that the man might be taken.’ The expedition 
accordingly was resolved upon. Xenophon se- 
lected, from his own army, only the lochages 
whom he most desired to favor : the rest of the 
party apparently was composed of the Perga- 
menian lady’s people. But, due secrecy not 
having been observed, when they set forward, full 
six hundred obtruded themselves to follow ; dis- 
cipline, when booty was in prospect, being pro- 
bably difficult to inforce. The lochages however, 
supposing the prey certain, and unwilling to have 
so many sharers, pushed on with the ^ides, so 
that, in the darkness of supervening night, they 
left die greater part of the interlopers at a loss to 

find their way. 


About 
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CIS AK Abeul midDi^t the pen^;arnved at the ea^ ; 
xxvnL * 'depoiding upon the capture oi Asidates 
Anab.1.7. hkaself, with the ridies. witUn, they suffned the 
‘ * idaues^ vidi much valuable booty without, to 

escape. But die castle was stronger than had 
been supposed ; the circuit large, the walls eight 
«•&. brides thick, and loiily, with projecting towers, 
and the ddienders numerous and able. By day- 
break ^wever a perforation was complied ; but 
the solid wall above re maining firm, nothing 
resulted but a wound to the foremost of the 
assailants, through the thigh, with a large spit ; 
and soon, as dawn advanced, the .well-directed 
arrows from the parapet and flanking towers, made 
it dangerous even to approach the wall. Mean- 
while firesignals and cries had communicated 
alann around, and numerous succours approached; 
some Persian cavalry, some middle-armed foot, 
and some even Grecian heavy-armed in the Per- 
sian kill’s pay‘^ 

In this, a private adventure, rather than a mili- 
tary expedition, established order seems to have 
be» very deficient, till, the multitude of the 
•.9. enemy gathering, and dangn pressing fear in- 
fimed subordmaticN], and able command became 
aoceptabie. It was now less an object to carry 
off booty than to retire in safety : but the leaders 
wreve apprehrasive of incouragement to die enemy 
and disooniagement to their own people, Arwikl 
by abandoning the prey, give their retreat 
dm dMnetev of fli^. Forming Aetefere a 
hoHow sqaai^ wiA Ae oxen, Aeqs, and slaves 

. . in 

* Thus I think the S»A(r«! ffwfti must be understood. 
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ia tho middle, ia thal order they directed didr sect. 
march hmneward. Neverthelesa they were ho . 
pursued with bowshots and sitngs, that it was widi 
great difficulty they crossed the Caicus; and, ib.i.7.c.3. 
before the annoyance ceased, near half their num- 
ber was wounded. Probably indeed all might 
have been cut off, but for the support spiritedly 
led from Perg^mus by young Gongylus; who, 
against his mother’s inclination, marched to their 
reli^ while Procles also showed himself, with his 
troops from Alisamia and Teuthrania. Thus 
they brought in about two hundred slaves, with 
cattle, according to Xenophon’s expression, just 
enough for a sacrifice ; meaning apparently a meal 
for the party and their friends. 

With tlm manner of this privateering, or pirat- 
ing expedkiou, Xenophon appears to have been 
utterly unsatisfied ; but he expresses no disappro- 
bation of the object. On the contrary, he resolved 
upon a second attempt, which should be under 
his own conduct. On the very next day he was . 
careful to have the preparatory rites of sacrifice 
duly performed ; and then, moving at night with 
his whole army, he made a long stireteh into 
Lydia, meaning to deceive the Persian mto me 
supposition that, the hostile force which alone was 
formidable to him being far off, his caution might 
be remittedi But Asidates, receiving information 
♦hat. Xmiophon had consulted the pleasure of his 
gods about a second expeditibn, to be made w^ 
his whole strengthy hastened to- leave tte castle, 
apparendy befoee intdMgence could ^ him 
the Godan army’s march; and, directing his 


. 12 . 
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CHAP, way up the cduntiy, he incraaped in some villages 
Parth^jim. Ihe residt is related by Xe- 
nophon hi' Very few words. Perhaps he made his 
for^ march not more to deceive Asidates, than 
to avoid a petition of inconvenient interference 
froth his own troops, and probably he provided 
for intelligence of all the Persian’s motions. With 
a select parly he made the surprize complete. 
The unfortunate Asidates was taken in his camp, 
with his wife, children, horses, and all his effects ; 

‘ and thus,’ says Xenophon, ‘ the indications in 

* the first sacrifice were accomplished,’ The 

returned to Pergamus, and great credit 
appears to have been given to Xenophon for his 
conduct. According to his own expression, ‘ he 

* Imd no longer occasion to complain of the god,’ 
appaihntly mdaning Jupiter Meilichius, ‘ for the 

* whole army, generals, lochages, and soldiers, 

* and even the Lacedaemonians present, vied in 

* selecting horses, cattle, and the best of every- 

* thing for his share of the booty ; so that, instead 
^ of wanting assistance, he was thenceforward in 

* circumstances to confer benefits.’ 

With this account of his own acquisition of 
fortune, Xenophon concludes his narrative of the 
expedition* of Cyrus and its consequences; the 
arrival of Thimbron, pre^ntly after, to take the 
conimand-in-diief, putting an end .to sepamte 
and mdependent operations of die Cyreians. In 
his OftiiBian Annals, in which their. service after- 
ward, undeTjAe several LacedsemmiiiBai comman- 
ders in Lesser Asia, is reported, be makes no 
mention of himself. Dut in five or six campains, 

mostly 
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mostly successful, in the richest provinces of that ^ f.ct. 
rich country, tho under the control, not of .the , 
comtnander-in-chief only, but of a Lacedaunoiiian 
ofiicer specially ajjpointed to the Cyreians, \\ho 
would of course share in all legal plunder before 
him, yet, even in subordinate command, at the 
head of that body, the opportunities of adding, 
and, in the common estimation of the times, 
creditably adding, to his private wealth, would be 
large. Had the successes of Agesilaus produced 
any advantageous arrangement of affairs in Lesser 
Asia, promising to be lasting, perhaps Xenophon 
might have chosen to settle there, even were the 
return to Athens open to him. I3ut the recall of n. (•..«»», 
that prince, with the requisition for the Cyreian 
troops to march into Greece, made a great aiul 
anxious change for him. He was rich ; but, with- 
out a country, ho was incumbered w ith bis ricbes, 
both those his private property, ami those com- 
mitted to him in trust by the troojts lie had 
commanded. It is from the account, which he 
has been solicitous to give to the puldic, of the 
•execution of that trust, that we have our chief 
information concerning his following fortunes, 
and with it some pictures of the times of singular 
value. 

We have seen that when the prizemoney, ac- rh.s.j. 
Ajuired by the Cyreian Greeks in Upper .Asia, 
was, in their return, divided at Cerasus, a tenth 
was set .aside for the gods, and committed to the 
generals for dedication. The deities, selected to 
he honored on the occasion, «ere the Delphian 
Apollo and the Ephesian Artemis, or, in her 

VOL. VI. E E 
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5®,^' Latin nune, Diana. Tho it has been evidently 

XXVIU. . . , i* 1 » 

»■ — — » a pnncipal purpose, of Xenophon s narrative of 
the expedition of Cyrus, to apologize for himself 
fc aVt*’ ^ country, yet there we find his free confes- 
sion, that, being banished, he resolved to follow 
Ageailaus when he returned to Greece, and risk 
the dangers of the war against that confederacy, 
of which Athens was a member. The dedication 
remained then still to be made ; and, in the de- 
ficiency of means for remitting large sums, and 
the hazard of keeping them, especially for one in 
the employment of a soldier and the condition of 
an exile, his difficulties are likely to have been 
considerable. 

But the commission for the dedication put him 
in possession of what was, in the circumstances of 
the times and in his circumstances, an inestimable 
advantage : it opened a favorable introduction to 
the priesthood of the two principal temples of the 
Greek nation, in Europe and in Asia. None 
were so rich, and, unless that of Jupiter at 
Olyrnfua should be excited, none so extensively 
venerated, as those of Apollo at Delphi and Diana 
at Ephesus. On his departure therefore he di- 
vided his wealth. Part, as the sum to be con- 
secrated to Apollo, he carried with him; and, 
Cb.^ 1 . 1 . when, after the victory of Coroneia, Agesilaus 
made the magnificent dedication of the tenth of 
Auab. 1.5. his Asiatic spoil at Delphi, Xenophon deposited 
his humUctr offering in the treasury of the Adtenian 
people there, inscribing it, as he tdls us, with 
his own name arid that of bis deceased friend 
Proxenus. The other part, probably equal, or 

perhaps 
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perhaps larger, as the portion of the Ephesian sect. 
Diana, he committed to the integrity of Mega- ^ . 

byzus, sacristan or treasurer of the temple of that 
goddess at Ephesus. The worship of Artemis or 
Diana, with the title of the Ephesian, was, it 
seems, not confined to Ephesus, nor was the 
dedication to her necessarily to be made there. 

He therefore injoined Megabysus to remit the 
deposit to him in Greece, should he survive the 
dangers of the expedition he was going upon, but 
otherwise to dedicate it himself, in whatever w'ay 
he might judge most acceptable to the goddess. 

After the campain in Boeotia, Xenophon is Dio^utn. 
said to have accompanied Agesilaus to Lacedm- 
mon. ITio victory attended that prince in Greece ; 
yet, as we have seen, his recall from Asia was ci.. i. 
followed by the almost immediate and intirc over- 
throw of the Lacedaemonian empire there, through 
loss of command of the intermediate sea. That 
revenue, by which alone Lacedaemon had been 
enabled to maintain a large force of mercenaries, 
and to wage distant war, then ceased ; and hence, 
with the campain in Boeotia, Xenophon s military 

life seems to have ended. 

But Lacedaemon could hardly be made a plea- 
sant residence for a stranger, even by the friend- 
ship of a king, and that king Agesilaus. Jealousy 
of strangers was peculiarly a principle of the con- 
stitution; and the kings, liable themselves, even 

in private life, to severe control always, could 
never calculate the amount or the kind of new 
embarrassment to arise for them w ith every year y 
E E 2 • 
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CHAP, change of the ephors. Protection and patronage, 
however, which the spirit of the Lacedsemonian 
government, denying to strangers within Laconia, 
prescribed for them everywhere else, were liberally 
Xenophon. Opportunity arose from 
the circumstances of the province of Triphylia, 
between the river Alpheius and the border oi' 
Messenia ; whose people, claimed as subjects by 
the Eleians, had been restored to a nominal in- 
dependency by the arms of Lacedaimon. Scillus, 
Xen.An«b. One of its towns, ruined by the Eleians for rebel- 

]. 5. c. 5. ' J 

1.11. lion, was rebuilt and repeopled under Lacedaemo- 
M auspices, and, according to Pausanias, given 

to Xenophon as a kind of lordship, to hold under 
Lacedasmonian sovereinty. There however he 
settled, under Lacedaemonian patronage, having 
already a family. His sons are mentioned by 
Dioe.T.aert. himself : of his wife we learn, from his biographer, 
only her name, Philesia. 

Xenopii. Soon after he was established at Scillus, the 
t. a. 9. 8 . ‘ faithful sacristan of the Ephesian Diana, using the 
season of the Olympian festival for a visit there, 
restored the sum committed to his charge. Then 
Xenophon made an extensive purchase of land, 
near Scillus, in the name of an estate for the 
goddess ; having previously taken the very remark- 
able precaution to procure an oracular response 
from Delphi, pointing out, with the authority of 
Apollo, the very land that should be purchased 
for Diana**. Of this estate, and his management 
of it, he has left us the following account. 

‘ A brook 

“ XtifUt imrmt th' 0i«, inv aniXi* » 9ii;. Xen. Anab. 

• 1. 5. c. 3. s. 8. 
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‘ A brook flows through the estate, of the same s fc t. 

' name with that which runs near the temple of . 

‘ the Ephesian Diana at Ephesus : both are called 
‘ Selenus®*; both abound with fishes, and both c.3.».y. 

‘ have shellfish But the estate of the goddess 
‘ near Scillus abounds also with beasts ol chace 
‘ of various kinds. From the sacred stock then 
‘ Xenophon built a temple and an altar; and he .. lo. 

‘ constantly set apart a tenth ot the produce ol 
‘ the land for a sacrifice to the goddess, with a 
‘ festival in which all the towns-people, and the 
‘ men and women of the neighboring villages, 

‘ partake. The goddess entertains with meal, 

‘ bread, wine, confectionary, the meat of victims 
* from the sacred pastures, and the produce ot 
‘ the chace**. For the sons of Xenophon, and > '« 

“ the youth of the town, with any of the older 
‘ men who chuse it, make a general hunting for 
‘ the festival; not only upon the sacred grounds, 

‘ but extending the chace, across the Alj)heius, I'ama,, 

‘ over the neighboring mountain Pholoe, on the xcn.iitm 
‘ border of Arcadia ; and tliey lake m ild boars, 

‘ roes, and deer. 

‘ The place*’ lies in the way from Olympia to • 

‘ Lacedaemon, about twenty furlongs from the 
‘ temple of J upiter in Olympia. The sacreil land ’ 

‘ has 


•• According to our copies, Xenophon_ wrote this name 
Strabo Pausanias XiAiravt. 

" Perhaps crawfish. . - i i unable 

" Xenophon adds ifyufia, a word to which • . ^ 

to assign a probable meaning, and the translators ha 

all notice of it. 

" -L Neither Xenophon "O'; 

has marked the diUance of the sacred-place rom e o 

E i: 3 ■ 
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CHAR. * has variety of hill, dale, and woods, with plen- 

xxyiii. I pasture for swine, goats, sheep, and horses ; 

* so that the saddle and draft cattle, of those who 
‘ come to the festival, share, in their way, amply 

* in the cheer. The temple is surrounded by a 
‘ grove of cultivated trees, furnishing the fruits of 
‘ every season. ' Its form, comparing small things 
‘ with great, is the same with that at Ephesus ; 

‘ and the image of the goddess also resembles the 
‘ Ephesian, as a statue of cypress-wood may re- 
‘ semble a statue of gold. Near the temple is a 
‘ pillar, inscribed thus : ‘ This is the sacred land 

* of Diana. Whoever holds it and gathers from it, 

‘ let him sacrifice the tenth yearly, and, from the 

* remainder, maintain the temple. Who fails thus 
‘ to do will incur the deity’s animadversion.’ 

In this very curious detail, evidently, with much 
said, the direct mention of much implied, has been 
prudentially avoided. We have already had fre- 
quent occasion to notice, in Xenophon’s writings, 
respect for the religion of his age, uniformly and 
zealously expressed; and we have observed ground 
for supposing, that much of his esteem for it arose 
from observation of the means it afforded, to the 
officer and to the statesman, in the want of other 
sanction, for inforcing duties, military, civil, and 
moral. At the same time we have seen instances 
of both his humanity, and his skill, in directing 
superstition to purposes the most charitable,' and 
with eflfect very extensively beneficial. How 
much some resource was wanting, in the deficiency 

of 

Scillus, which, in all our maps, is, apparently, too near the 
coast, and too far from Olympia. 
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of civil estabtishments among the Grecian repub- sect. 
lies, for giving security to private property, Jbas < — 
also, in no small degree fallen within our ob- oirtbiiUsi! 
servation. In Greece, as Xenophon informs us, 
land was not esteemed, as with us, the surest 
foundation of private income, but rather any move- 
able effects that might have protection within the 
walls of a town. In Athens then property would 
be safer than perhaps anywhere else in Greece, 
unless in Lacedaemon. But how precarious it 


M’as in Athens may be gathered from the high 
rate of usury, in the most florishing times there. 
Twelve for the hundred yearly was the lowest 
usual interest for money ; and the cautious lender 
commonly required monthly payment. Thirty for 
the hundred was ordinarily ^ven by those who 
borrowed for , commercial adventure; and, on 
account of the insecurity of contracts, the lender 
frequently imbarked himself; with his money, or 
the goods bought with it, to be ready to take his 
principal agmn with the interest, in the first moment 
that the borrower should have means of pay- 
ment. Among commonwealths more subject to 
foreign oppression, or to sedition breaking out into 
action, to calculate a rate of interest, at all com- 
mensurate with the lender’s insecurity, evidently 


must have been impossible. 

In this state of things, with disadvantages in- 
hhneed by his condition of an exile, it behoov 
Xenophon to find means, “ 
in some safely, for himself and his 

perty h. hmi Imd the good fortone m arnmn a j 

meinre. In very early limes the tempIe^mnong 

£ £ 4 
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CHAP, the Greeks, and perhaps other nations, had been 
. xxviiL regopjed to for the safe-keeping of treasure ; , the 
a'c.t.s.I common dread of violating their sacredness con- 
HcroL*t''^’ stitutihg a- considerable protection for all within 
1. 5. c. S6. precincts. Generally treasure so placed 

seems to have been in some degree, or at least in 
some portion, dedicated to ■ the deity ; yet not 
so as to deny all future use for . civil purposes. 
Probably weaker states, and individuals, were 
obliged, or might find it expedient, to pay higher 
for the good offices of the priesthood, while an im- 
perial state might command them. W^’hen the 
Athenians had established their empire over the 
maritime republics of Greece, so far as to exact a 
regular tribute from them, the temple of Apollo 
TiiucjH. at Delos was chosen for the common treasury ; 

. 1 . c. 96. money was deposited there jpirofessedly for 

• profane purposes, and to be drawn out at the 

pleasure of the Athenian government. AVhen a 
few years after, the congress of the Peloponnesian 
confederacy was held at Lacedaemon, to consider 
of means' for maintaining war with Athens, it was 
c. 1 1 3 . proposed to borrow, from the treasuries of Olympia 

and Delphi, wealth deposited there for no specific 
and no common purpose. Farther, concerning 
these sacred depositories of wealth, remaining in- 
formation scarcely goes, except as Xenophon’s 
account of himself indicates -how they might be 
made useful for purposes of private life. Evidently 
,he used the treasures of Diana at Ephesus, and 
Apollo' at Delphi, as banks. The advantage 
of having such means ready, equally in Greece 
,and in Ionia, was so peculiarly adapted to 
6 Xenophon’s 
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Xenopbon s circumstances, that it may countenance ^ 
the supposition of his having suggested the doiAlc 
dedication which the army voted. Tor as dedi- 
cation to Diana was not restricted to Lphesus or 
Asia, so neither w ould that to Apollo be. limited 
to Delphi or Europe; and had Xenophon s medi- 
tated colony on the Euxine shore been established, 
or had the successes of Lacedtemon against I’ersia 
been less transient, possibly, instead ol carrying 
the worship of the Ephesian Diana into Pelopon- 
nesus, he might have extended that ot the Delphian 
Apollo on the eastern side ot the .Egcan. \Vhen 
Agesilaus left Asia, neither his hones of contjuest, 
nor perhaps Xenophon s views to settlement there, 
were immediately abandoned. Tt w'as C/onon s 
naval victory off (Inidus that confined the arms of 
the one, and decided the residence of the other, 

within the limits of Greece. 

Then it became necessary for Xenophon to 
collect his property, or at least to bring it within 
ready reach ; and, if it might be possible, in his 
unfortunate condition of an exile, and, in times 
threatening more than common turbulence in that 
turbulent country^ to provide with it an income of 
some security, for himself and his family, so that, 
if he must depend upon a forein government for 
protection, still he need not depend upon it for 
subsistence. To assure then to himself and to Jus 
posterity a permanence of landed property, sue i 
as under the civU law alone, was perhajis hardly 
anvwhere in Greece to be hoped for, he recurred 
to ‘religion for assistance. Using the opportunity 
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afforded by the cpmmission from the troops he 
had commanded in Asia, he procured the esti- 
mation of sacredness for any extent of land, by 
making himself and his heirs nominally trustees for 
the goddess, of what was very effectually their 
own estate, burdened only with a certain quit- 
rent and certain services. For, by the conditions 
expressed in his inscription, they were bound to 
employ a tenth only of the produce in sacrifice 
and public festival : and whatever, of the other 
nine tenths, was more than requisite to maintain 
the temple and its appendages, would be at their 
disposal. If then he paid largely to obtain the 
sacred security,' he might probably well afford to 
do so ; because in the proportion that landed pro- 
perty was otherwise insecure, it would of course 
be cheap. The oracular response from Apollo, 
directing the circumstances of the purchase, a very 
strong matter in itself, tho dropping in a manner 
incidentally in the report of the transaction, was 
probably desired for two purposes: it would 
amount to a declaration of the god’s satisfaction 
with the management of the sum which had been 
lodged in his treasury, how after disposed of we 
are uninformed, while it gave the most unquestion- 
able authority for the purchase of lands in Pelo- 
ponnesus for the Ephesian Diana, the exact 
propriety of which might otherwise perhaps have 
been o|)en to dispute. It famines, moreover, the 
cleaKSt indication that X«iopfaoii was upon good 
terms with the Delphian, < as weU as with the 
Ephesian priesthood. 


The 
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The superstition of the middle ages, as much as sect. 
it has been a subject of indiscriminate invectiye, . 
nevertheless had its evils not' untempered with 
beneficial eft'ects. When law was unequal to 
personal protection, the asylum of a monastery, 
generally open, and in almost all circumstances 
inviolable, was of high value. But the religious 
tenets of those days, calculated for the appropri- 
ation of temporal advantages exclusively to the 
clergy, were no way applicable to the security of 
fam ily-property. Even the baron’s chapel, to be 
safe, must be within his castle-wall. In this point 
the superstition of Greece was more beneficial : 
Xenophon’s chapel dift’used a mystical protection 
over his castle and his whole estate. 

The advantages then of the situation of Scillus, 
for Xenophon, seem to have been many, and some 
of them very important. He was there under the 
immediate protection of the Lacedsemonian go- 
vernment, and yet he was beyond the sphere of 
its Lycurgian rule, its censorial inspection, and its 
more importunate jealousy. Separated by lofty 
mountains from the countries most likely to be 
the seats of war, and far out of any expected line 
of march of contending armies, he was yet, by his 
neighborhood to Olympia, in the way of commu- 
nication with all parts, with every distant member 
of the Greek nation; Every fourth year Greece 
was in a m ann er assembled in his immediate 
neighborhood; and in case of pressing danger, 
arising from any unforeseen turn in Grecian 
affairs, the sanctity of the Olympian altars, at h^d, 
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CHAP, might be a valuable refuge. Dependent then as 

XXV'ITI ^ o * 

^ he was upon Lacedaemon, yet far removed from 
the great seats of contention of oligarchy and 
democracy, perhaps no man of his time in Greece 
injoyed great fortune with so many of the advan- 
tages of independency. The circumstances of the 
countiy itself, moreover, seem to have been, for a 
man of his turn, singularly pleasant. According 
to antient accounts, (modern are yet wanting) all 
the various beauties of landscape appear to have 
met in the neighborhood of Scillus. Immediately 
about the town and the adjacent temple, with their 
little river Selenus, inclosed between the hilly 
woodlands, Diana’s property, and the barren crags 

Xen. Atiab. of TypaGHm, whence, according to the Olympian 

Pausan. law, or report perhaps intended to have the pre- 
ventive effect of law, it is said, women intruding 
at the games were to be precipitated, we may con- 
ceive the finest classical compositions of the 
Poussins. Up the course of the Alpheius and 
34b’ 351’ tributary streams, tow’ard Erymanthus and. the 

Pansan. Other lofticr Arcadian mountains, the sublimest 

1. 5 . c. 6. . , 

wildness of Titian and Salvator could not fail 
to abound; while the Olympian hill, with its 
splendid buildings .among its sacred groves, the 
course of the Alpheius downward, the sandy plain, 
stretching toward Pylus, Nestor’s antient seat, 
diversified with its pinasters^’, the sea in distance 

one 

” nirvf iypUf. Pausan. 1 . 5. c. 6. The tree rommoDly 
called Pinaster (for its quick growth and picturesk beauty 
deserving the attention of our planters, tjio, like liiat beautiful 
tree the oriental plane, on account of some unaccommodating 
qualities for their purpose, disliked by our nurserymen) is dis- 
tinguished by our boUuiists by the name of Finns syhestris. 
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one way, and all the Arcadian mountains the other s e-ct. 
w'ould offer the various beauty, the rich grandeur, . . 

und the mind-filling expanse of Claud’'*. 

In this delightful retreat Xenophon is said to Pi“t- 
have written most of his works, of which all of p, io:o. & 
principal note remain to us. Here, while ho 
meditated on the past, or viewed, in seenve d\s- 
tance, the passing storms, which gave occasion iov 
most of the graver, the immediate circumstances 
of his own happy situation would at intervals lead 
to the lighter ; those on his amusements, lield- 
sports; the management of horses and agriculture; 
agriculture only incidentally treated, tho evi- 
dently a favorite topic. In most j)arts of Greece, 
soil and climate did much for the cultivator ; lait, 
among the ravages of war and sedition, fraiuently 
occurring, ever threatening, the exertions of art 
would be hasty and little systematical. The fair 
lot of the countryman, the loved subject of faith- 
ful eulogy for the fortunate poet, under the wide 

shelter 

^ Chandler visited Olympia in the iinheiiltliy season, in 
baste and in fear. Like some of the most beautiful and inte- 
resting parts of Italy, the wooded hills about the lake of 
Bolsena, and the rocky coast ot liaia, of which otherwise it 
may he still truly said, in the words of Horace, 

Nullus in orbe locus Ihiiis pnrlucet ama*nis, 

it seems the western coast of Peloponnesus is at this day, in 
the autumnal season, proverbially unhealthy, Cliaiidl. ira\ . 
in Greece. 

If Mr. Hawkins, who has had far greater opportunities, 
should be induced to publish an account of his trave s, e 
world will be better informed concerning tliat interes ng 
country. The Arcadian mountains, and especially iheir 
western steeps, remained, when he snsited them, s^ill fine y 
wooded. The rest of Greece, where Herodotus and rhucy- 
dides mention extensive woods, have ^ 

like the once wooded Ijorders ol England and ..cotlaiid. 
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shelter ofthe Roman empire, was hardly a matter 
even for imagination amid the insecurity of the 
Grecian republics^*. It may be worth while to 
compare, with his inchanting description of plenty 
poured from the earth, arms remote, and justice 
reigning, the portraiture which Xenophon has left 
us of the husbandman’s life, not indeed at Scillus, 
but in two separate districts of the largest and 
most fruitful province of Greece. It occurs in 
the description of an entertainment given by the 
officers of the Cyreian army, while incamped near 
Cotyora, to the ministers of Corylas, prince of 
Paphlagonia. Among both Greeks and Barba- 
rians, as among the eastern nations at this day, 
the meal was commonly succeeded by dances and 
pantomimes. After a pantomimical dance, per- 
formed to the music of the flute, by two Thracians 
armed, in the manner of their country, as tar- 
geteers, some Ailnians and Magnetes, people of 
ffie southern and northern borders of Thessaly, 
stepped forward, and, in the full armour of the 
jffialanx^t, exhibited the dance called the Carpsean. 

* The manner of it,’ says Xenophon, was thus : 
‘ Flutes playing, and time being observed in 

* all motions, one advances as a husbandman. 

* Grounding his arms, he sows, and drives his 

* oxen, often.looking around as if in fear. Another 
< approaches as a rc^ber. The husbandman 

* seeing ^xo, runs to his arms, and a combat 

* insues. 


^ O fort&atdl pimiiim, sua si bona norint. 

Agricolas f 'i^iiibus ipsa, procul discordibus armis, 
Fundit humo^^ilem victuiu justisaimatellus, 

&c. Viar.. Georg. 1.2. v. 460. 
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‘ insues. The robber prevails, binds the hus- s.ect. 

‘ bandman, and drives off the cattle. Then the ' — 

* dance is varied ; the husbandman is victorious, 

‘ binds the robber’s hands behind him, yokes him 
‘ with the oxen, and drives all off together.’ 

The Mujipietes inhabited the dales of PeVion, sunbd, 
along ^e figean shore, and the northern hank ' ''•v^aao. 
of the Peneius, under the heights of Olympus, '-s p -iw. 
against Macedonia. The .^nians held the upper 
part of the valley of the Sperchcius, and the p ikt. 
nortliern roots of (Eta, to the border of iEtolia. 

They boasted the purest blood of Grecian race ; 
but neither this proud claim, nor their title to 
support from the Thessalian confederacy, nor the 
* valor and skill in arms of every husbandman 
among them, exercised in the daily care evtm of 
his draft cattle and his seed-corn, nor tlie strength 
of their highland fastnesses, in the end availed 
them. Among the wars of their more powerful p.4J7. 
western neighbors, the iEtolians, Acarnanians, 
and Epirots, according to the geographer, the 
jEnians were extirpated. Of their neighbors, on 
the southern side of the ridge of Oeta, the Dorians, 
a remnant just sufficed to keep the name from 
perishing. 

In Laconia, Eleia; Attica, and some other parts 
of Greece, the situation of the husbandman cer- 
tainly was less unfortunate. To plow m arms 
was not commonly necessary ; the plowman and 
his cattle were at least not liable to attack froin 
the solitary robber. Y et, if we consider the stale 
of the country altogether, we shall hardly wonder 
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CHAP, if what remains, from the G reeks of the republican 
times, upon agriculture, is not among the most 
valuable of their writings, and if it aftbrds little 
instruction for the cultivator under any mild go- 
vernment, long established, only moderately well 
administered, and able, by its own strength, or its 
political connections, to keep forein enemies at a 
distance. 

More than twenty years Xenophon seems to 
have resided at Scillus, personally . undisturbed, 
tho observing often, doubtless with much anxiety, 
the various turns of the contention between the 
democratical and aristocratical interests in Greece, 
excited anew by the injurious haughtiness of La- 
cedaemon, so soon after her complete triumj)!! ’ 
over the democratical opposition. But the battle 
of Leuctra made a great and unfortunate change 
B.C.;>7i. for him. Then the Elcians, hitherto repressed 
by an overbearing power, gave vent to their in- 
ch. 27. >.2. dignation and their ambition ; and, when a general 
ofihwHisi. proposed by the Athenians, upon the 

terms that all Grecian people should be. indepen- 
dent, they alone dissented, with a declaration of 
their resolution to assert their sovereinty over the 
Triphylians. Mindful of the gross evils, which 
can scarcely fail, in the subjection of people to 
B C 368, people, the Triphylians resisted ; and they soli- 
ch.*7.s. 4, cited from Arcadia that protection, which Lace- 
* daemon could no longer with the former certainty 
B. 0.365. gjve; War followed between Arcadia and Elis ; 
violence and confusion superseded law and order, 
more or less during seven or eight years, in that 

before 
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before peiuseful and Happy part of Greece ; and ^ ect. 
at length,^ ds we liave ieen, die sacred precinCt . . 

itself ^ Olympia became a fidd of batUe. Ch^s^k't 

Distvri}dnce to Xenophon’s quiet could not fail 
among iSiese troubles ; in which, however, he 
seems to have avoided taking a part According 
to the biographer, but at what lime is not said, Di«»uri». 
h0 sent bis family to Lepreuni ; he went himself 
to Elis, apparently to solicit, plead, or negotiate ; 
and finally, with his family, he removed to Corinth. 

It wonld be a very advantageous circumstance for 
him, after the violent contention of the Eleians, 
that the aristocratical party remained completely 
masters ; and diis would be greatly improved by, 
what presently followed, the renewal of alliance 
between Elis and Lacedapmon. These facts, 
authenticated by himsdf, give probability to the 
repprt of his journey to Elis; and both together 
Imve a.'C(Mifirming consonance to what is related 
by Paasdnias, that the Eleians recovered Scillus; 
that, a prosecution being instituted agdnst Xeno- 
phon, before theOlympian council, for interferCTce 
with their dominion under clwra of autiwrity from 
afowin power, he was either acquittrf or par- 
doned:; and that, under protection of the Eleian 
^enuaent, as^fore of the ® 

whs :allo¥«d to continue his residence at Scilhis, 

flie AtheniaB^ djandootog 

» Thissecitts fully implied in the_exp.^»s-"xi;>- » 
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CHA?.: alliance, took a decided part with Lacedaemon, 
xxviiL. there remained apparently no political motive to 
prevent Xenophon’s restoration to his country. 
Then therefore probably it was that, according 
to the account preserved by Laertius, the same 
orator, Eubulus, who, in the vehemence, perhaps, 
of youthful politics, had proposed the decree for 
his banishment, with the maturer judgement and 
softened temper of thirty -added years, moved in 
the Athenian assembly, with equtd success, for its 
reversal. Such a residence however, as Xenophon 
himself has described Athens, for eminent and 
wealthy men, we shall not wonder. if, after an 
absence of more than thirty years, at the age of 
near sixty, he was not very eager to return to it ; 
Corinth was more commodiously situated for com- 
munication with his property at Scillus, or nego- 
tiation concerning it. 

But, tho he avoided needlessly to expose his 
own elderhood, and the properly that was to 
support his family, to the unbridled intemperance 
of a misruling multitude yet he desired that his 
sons should not omit those duties of Athenian 
citizens, which, of their age, the Attic law required. 
Both are said to have fought, in the Athenian 
cavalry, on the great day of Mantineia, where 
the elder, Gryllus, earned a ^orious death : the 
youn^r, Diodorus, survived. 

For himself, in his declining age, Corinth, pro- 
bably mif^t be a residence prefaable to Scillus. 
That his connection with that city, and at l^t 
his occasional residence there, were of some 

duration, 

Civium ardor prava jubentium. Hor. Od. 3. 1. 3. 
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duration, is implied in an epigram, preserved by .’sect. 
Laertius, apparently selected from many relating > 
to him. It runs thus : ‘ Tho, Xenophon, the 
‘ Athenians banished you, for the friendship with 
‘ which you were distinguished by Cyrus, yet 
■ hospitable Corinth received you. There you 
‘ were kindly treated ; there you found satisfac- 
‘ tion ; and there finally you resolved to reside’^.’ 
Occasionally perhaps visiting his estate in Tri- 
phylia, but mostly under the liberal aristocracy of 
Corinth, he seems to have passed, in a dignified 
ease, the remainder of a life, by all accounts long, 
and, according to the report of Lucian, protracted 
beyond his ninetieth year 

The 


^ Et KOI n Elraf tfi, Kfanoa Ki»po»ot ti voNTtm 
xaliyptif T4V (pi\ov Kuptf , _ 

'ANNa Kopi»flo! WikTo ? ffv fiXiiJw* 

Ovrtif ipecKj), *ii9» x*i funu »■/»«{• 

w I will own myself not inclined to five any credit to tlip 
date assigned, in our copies of Diogenes Laertius, as the term 
of Xenophon’s life, namely, the lirst year of the hundred and 
liftli olympiad, about two years only after the battle of Man- 
tineia. Barthelemi, in a note to his fifty-ninth chapter of 
the Travels of Anacharsis, observing that the battle ol Man- 
tineia was fought in the year before €hnst 362, about which 
I believe there is no difference, adds that Xenopion * Airfoiy, 
goes five years farther, to the year tefore Christ 357. What 
he has meant by the phrase Xenophon s history, he has not 
explained. Xenophon's narrative in his Grecian Anwls ends 
widi the battle of Mantineia. His panegyric of A^ilaus 

goes farther, including the death of f f ‘w® 

which is not precisely ascertained, but is generally (|^ 
haps a year or more too early) within two years atter j 
I«ttlfi of Mantineia. This however alone I think sumcieni 
toS^date tlie date of Xenophon’s death, “ 

F F 2 
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xmir etitimtion in which, living, as well as after- 

— » — ^ w^, Xenof^on was extensiv^y held, is marked 
by some pleasing testimonies. iThe death of 
Gryllus gave occasion to many. Epitaphs and 
Dios.Laert. panegyrics upon that young man, as Laertius 
r«t.Xen. yepQrtg ffQijj Aristotle, principally intended as 
compliments to his father, were numerous.. Hie 
Paiiuu.i^a Mantineian state rewarded his merit with more 
costly honors : ah equestrian statue of him, placed 
near the theater in Mantineia, remained in the 
time of Pausanias, who travelled throu^ Greece 
between four and five hundred years after. Even 
to that time the fame of Gryllus was cherished 
among the Mantineian people. They attributed 
to him the first merit in the grea.t battle in which 
he fell ; the second to Cephisodorus, who com- 
manded the Athenian cavaly ; and the third only 
to their own highly respected fellowcitizen Podares. 
Among the Athenians, already in Xenophon’sUge, 
the practice was growing, in paying compliments, 
and in every thing, to run into extravagance. The 
Attic cavalry, having been the only victorious part 
of the army of theiv confederacy at the battle of 
Mantineia, had a fair claim to public honor. A 
picture of the battle was therefore placed in the 
Cerameicus, which Pausanias mentions as remain- 
ing perfect when he visited Athens,. ,Ih this picture 

it 

before Christ 357, jest five years after the battle of Matitinna; 
1^ perhaps Barthelemi has had this obscurely in his miod, 
unsdilin^ for the trouble of fbrther looking after it. JSeno- 
phon's mention oTthe auccesaion of Tisiphonua does not Imply 
its recency, but rather the contrary ; ‘ Tisiphonua,' he adds, 
* still h« 3 d the government.’ Hence the inference seems 
reasonable that Xenophon lived a considerable time after the 
acceefpoit of Tisiphonus, in the year before Christ 357. 
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it was resolved to honor the memory ^Gry]k§j^ECJi' 
and, whether with, fair pictureslc liceii^ may rx. 
haps be disputed, but against all authority in 
history, GryVlus was represented pvingthe mortaV 
wound to Epameinondas Pausanias also found p*ussn. 
the memory of Xenophon’s residence preserved 
by tradition among the Triphylians, and cherished 
among the most informed of the Eleians. Scillus 
was then again in ruin ; but the temple of Diana 
remained; and, near it, a monument of marble, 
which Pausanias knew to be from the quarries of 
mount Pentelicus in Attica, with a figure, which 
the neighboring inhabitants asserted to be of 
Xenophon. 

_ . - - . Pictoribus atque poetis 
Quidlibet audendi semper fuit a;qua potestas. 

Hor. de art. poet. v. lo. 

According to all accounts of Gryllus he fought in the 
Athenian cavalry. Xenophon, in his narrative of the battle, 
makes no mention of his son ; but he marks clearly w»at the 
Athenian cavalry was not ingaged till after Epaiiiemondas ha 
received his death-blow. 
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